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' ers built by the studios that have | 
*“ them under contract, there’s the 
’ old ery for new faces to give ex- | 


~ New Faces Among Execs, Too 


With Hollywood beset by problems on all sides, cry has gone up 
again that what the industry needs is more young blood on the 


executive end—not just “new faces” on the screen. 


Number of 


industry observers, some of whom unhesitatingly number them- 
selves among the “tired” set, feel that the industry should be en- 
trusted to a new group of younger top execs. 

Viewpoint is by no means unanimous. Maturer men reason—with 


logic—that the group of men 


who run the film industry got 


where they are through know-how and their experience will always © 


be needed on the helm. 


It is generally conceded, however, that 


considerable revision of thinking is needed for a world in the 


throes of drastic international ch 


anges, a domestic situation where 


anti-trust laws keep closing in and a production setup that neces- 
sitates constant alertness to the shifting times. 














As Economy Axe Nicks AK. Juves 


rs 





Hollywood, July 6. 
New faces on the screen and 
lower salaries for top players is 
the new look in Hollywood. The 


double-barrelled move has been | 


brought about by the hankering of , /®! ! nev 
producers to get out from under | criminal investigation, Hazel Park’s 


the huge weekly stipends paid to 
aging stars whose paychecks have 
outgrown their b.o. draw. 

Ole debbil economy, which took 
over last fall, gave impetus to the 
action which many showmen 
thought was long overdue in any 
ease. Aside from the saving that 
can be made by using young play- 


‘ eitement to a screen that has a 


tendency to become static. 


There are admittedly a few older | 


- gtars with surefire b.o. power, but, 


in the opinion of many observers, | 


too many of the vet players are 
only stars via a state of mind. That 
is, they are ranked in the stellar 
class merely because, over the 
years, producers have gotten into 


- the habit of thinking of them as 
* such. They are unable to carry 


anything but a pic with a top 


‘quality story, contrary to the old 


5] 


days when they could be counted 
‘on for plenty of b.o. moolah no 
matter what the “vehicle,” as it 
often rightly used to be cailed. 
Feeling among producers is that 
(Continued on page 45) 


Carry Davis Explains 
‘Brotherhood’ Ideal 
For Which He Quit U.S. 


Paris, July 6. 
Garry Davis, 26-year-old actor- 





vy 


Tele, a Cop’s Best Friend 


Detroit, July 6. 
Television is newest weapon for 
police chief, Milan Plavsic, de- 
| clares. : 

A tele broadcast over WWJ- 
|TV was responsible for the arrest 
| Thursday (1) of John Fedricks, 23, 
‘of Dayton, O., wanted for ques- 
tioning in robberies in Oakland and 
Macomb counties, Plavsié said. 

Fedricks had been driving in 
midget auto races at the Motor 
City Speedway on the outskirts of 
Detroit. 

Detective Peter Scott and Pa- 
trolman Joh Meek were making 
routine bar inspections in Hazel 
Park when they recognized him 
during a telecast of the races. The 
arrest followed. 





| 





| 
| 


Gamble Douses 


! 


~ Home TV Films 


| 
| 


~ AsB.O. Deflator 


The proposal of booking exclu- 





and thereby converting television’s 
threat to the film industry into a 
plus factor is given a coldwater 
bath by Ted Gamble, prexy of the 
Theatre Owners of America. Gam- 
ble doesn’t- believe exclusives, in- 
tended for large-screen showings, 


(Continued on page 47) 








son of U. S. bandleader-producer | 


Meyer Davis, leaves soon “on his 
travels” to promulgate his recently 
adopted ideal of becoming a “citi- 
zen of the world.” Davis has given 
up his American citizenship to be- 
come a “world government repre- 
sentative to perpetuate the brother- 
hood of man.” 

Davis cites some 300 letters he 
received in recent weeks. When 


asked where he was when he re-| 


ceived these 300 letters, since the 

actor is doing a hideaway in an ob- 

scure and inexpensive Montmartre 
(Continued on page 47) 


Fancy 5th Ave. Store Rent 
K.O.s Famed Iridium Rm. 


The Hotel St. Regis loses the last 
of its 5th avenue corridor near 
55th street, N. Y., this fall when 
the famed King Cole room, with 
its Maxwell Parrish painting, shifts 
into the now Iridium Room. The 
latter, one of the lushest boites in 
hotel history, becomes no more. 
When the King Cole Room trans- 
plants the Iridiuni, per custom, it 
| will be luncheon-reserved for men 

(Continued on page 47) 


sive video programs into theatres | &4 


AUSTERE BRITAIN 


By ABEL GREEN 


Paris, July 1. 

The American tourist in Europe 
this summer can dust off his pre- 
war Baedeker. The gaiety, amuse- 
ments and comforts which he 
found on the Continent 10 years 
ago are back to normal again with 
every place, outside of London, 





™ | practically recovered from the 


‘Hollywood Wails for New Kissers 


wartime hangover. 


More so in ’48 than last sum- 
mer will the nostalgics of “The 
Last Time I Saw Paris” school not 
be disappointed. London, on the 
other hand, continues downbeat. 
Theatre-wise, the current London 
scene has something over the Con- 
tinent but so far as night life, food, 
housing, etc., is concerned, the 
Continent has the edge. 

Along with the theatre (legit), 
the British seem also to be pace- 
makers in a vaudeville renaissance. 
Veteran vaude fans will see old 
variety values reborn—so old that 
they are new to the present gen- 
eration—and as for the disciples 
of the old Orpheum or Keith days, 
the audience reaction must be 
startling. Once again one sees thuse 


(Continued on page 16) 


Top Shows Yield 


To Giveaways 


Toprzted shows are crashing be- 
fore the onslaught of the giveaway 
fad. Fred Allen nosedived to 38th 
place in the June 15-21 poll, “Duf- 
fy’s Tavern” to 27th place and Al 
Jolson to 29th. “Screen Guild” 
plunged from 1lith to 50th. 

Meantime, ABC’s hour-long 
“Stop the Music,” rated in quar- 
ter-hour segments, pushed from 
15th into the second and fifth 
brackets; “Take It Or Leave It” 
grabbed off fourth and “Break the 
Bank” pushed into 14th. A couple 
of CBS giveaways, “Strike It Rich” 
and “Everybody Wins,” both best- 





Allen. 
It’s noted that the GOP conven- 
tion cut two of the Top 15 regu- 
lars, “Lux Theatre” and “My 
Friend Irma,” out of the running. 
Bets are down, however, that with 
these shows, Walter Winchell and 
other Hooper pacers going off for 
the summer, “Stop the Music” will 
ride into the No. 1 spot this month. 


TOURISTS POOL Th) Fresh, New Comics Have Greatest 
Potential Today, Survey Shows 


ys 





GBS’ Autobiog 


A George Bernard Shaw auto- 
biography, written but as yet un- 
titled, will be published this fall 
by Dodd, ‘Mead, which has previ- 
ously published collections of his 
| plays. Most of the Irish drama- 
|tist’s works have been published 
in the U. S. by Brentano. 

The manuscript will consist of 
| Shaw’s own collection of numer- 
}ous articles about his life 
'and opinions, written over a period 
‘of many years. There have been 
'several Shaw biographies, but 
nothing in the way of an autobiog. 


AntiBigotry Pix 
Snare $5,000,000 
Domestic Profit 


The idea that pictures on con- 
troversial subjects are questiona- 
ble at the b.o. has been well beat- 
en over the head by results to 
date on “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
(20th-Fox) and “Crossfire” (RKO). 
The two pictures both with anti- 
Semitism as their theme, between 
them will have earned for their 
producers out of the domestic mar- 
ket aloie almost $5,000,000 over 
their production cost. 


| “Agreement,” aided by the b.o. 
pull of Gregory Peck and Dorothy 
/McGuire in the leading roles and 
the great popularity of the novel 
on which the film was based, will 
gross considerably more _ than 
“Crossfire.” Their net earnings, 
however, will be about equal, since 
“Agreement” cost $1,900,000 to 
produce and “Crossfire” $600,000. 

“Agreement,” now in its 22d 
week of general release, already 
has in the till $3,400,000. It is still 
bringing in almost $100,000 a week 
and is expected to show =~ total 
domestic : ross oi better than $4,- 
250,000. 

“Crossfire” has been in release 

(Continued on page 40) 


Dietrich Mulls Offer 
To Star in ‘Follies’ 


Marlene Dietrich may appear on 

















Current Top 15: 


Stop the Music (Old Gold) 
Penge We oe ec he 13.4 | 


Stop the Music (Speidel).... 12.5) 
Arthur Godfrey............ 12.2 | 





Eddie Cantor........ (itis eee 
Shek BOnaP. ot cote eG 11.8 | 
Jimmy Durante............, 11.3 | 
Truth or Consequences...... 11.3 5 
TO Se ee 11.0 | 
Bak? ERS Ske oss hn Coe eee 10.7 | 
to Pee BO na a bt 10.7. 
Break the Bank ............ 10.6 | 


Your Hit Parade. ........... 10.5 


Walter Winchell............. 16.4 has offered the film star the stellar 
, somes 


Take It Or Leave I:.....:... 13.1 | 


lby J. Arthur Rank. 


Broadway in the fall. Lee Shubert 


billing in “Ziegfeld Follies.” Miss 
Dietrich’s yen for the stage in- 
cludes the stipulation that the 
stage assignment be confined to 
several appearances in skiis and 
numbers, rather on a straight show 
basis, which may necessitate an ap- 
pearance throughout the perform- 
ance. 

“Follies” is slated for the Win- 
ter Garden, ‘hat major Broadway 
theatre being due back in legit 
after being operated with pictures 


¢ If ever there was a time for the 


fresh, new comic in radio, the 
coming season (’48-49) is it. Top 
comedy shows that have held their 
audiences lately by force of habit 
are losing their grip. Listener 
tendency to break away from this 
habit has been more marked than 
ever this past season, and the re- 
shuffling of comedy programs on 
the webs has helped in the habit 
breakaway. 


These are the opinions of Ernest 
Walker, comedy research analyst, 
who has been graphing about 
2,500 comedy shows the past two- 
a-half-years. Analyzing some top- 
name shows, Walker had noticed 
during the past year that they 
didn’t have the stuff to justify 
their rating, and were hanging on 
by force of habit. They lacked 
real comedy or characterizations. 
The drop has come recently—deep 
and. fast. 


Evidence that the listener is 
ready for the new comic, if given 
good air character, Walker ‘Sees 
in the rise of such shows as “My 
Friend Irma,” which had no big 
names, but was on char- 
acter and comedy. It’s true it did 
have a good spot on the air, but 
that was incidental. In one year’s 
time “Irma” got into the top three 
Hoopers. Other indications that 
audiences are ready to take new 
stuff, Walker notes in the way 
Arthur Godfrey moved up this 
year, and in the way Al Jolson, 
an oldtimer with the cards stacked 


(Continued on page 39) 


Now Come the Fly-in 
_ And Canoe-in Cinemas 
(That Shouldn’t Tilt) 


_ Asbury Park, July 6. 
Drive-in theatres, which have 
been enjoying such popularity 
these past few years, appear open 
to infinite variations. Comes word 
now of two such offshoots—the 


fly-in theatre and the canoe-in the- 
atre. 


Fly-in is combined with a regu- 
lar drive-in at Wall Township, a 
few miles from Asbury Park, N. J. 
Outdoor theatre, operated by Ed- 
ward Brown, Jr., a former Navy 
flier, can accommodate 25 planes, 
as well as 500 cars. 


Landing on an airstrip adjoining 
the theatres, planes are taxied to 
a ramp facing the screen and 
equipped with individual loud- 
speakers, permitting the pilot and 
passengers to hear and see the 
show from the cabin of their plane. 
When ships are ready to leave, a 
jeep service hauls them back to 
the landing strip for a takeoff. 


The canoe-in is still in the pros- 
pective stage. It is planned for 
Waltham, Mass., near Boston. Pa- 
trons would paddle into Maple 
Cove, in the Charles River, and re- 
main in their canoes while viewing 











— programs projected im 
m, 
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Skouras 


(.P. 


Washington, July 6. 

Charles P. Skouras raeked up 
$985,300 in salaries and bonuses 
during 1946, making him the top 
earner of that year, according to 
salary figures just released by the 
Treasury Dept. It was the second 
straight year that the National 
Theatres and West Coast Agency 
Corp. topper had led the nation’s 
earners. His take in 1945 was 
$568,143, about $65,000 ahead of 
Louis B. Mayer for that year. 


Earnings for Skouras from Na- | 


tional Theatres in 1947 amounted 
to $788,743. However, included in 
both 1946 and 1947 salaries were 
large bonuses which haye yet to 
be paid. (See story on P. 5). 


Other picture figures included 
in the top bracket earners were: 
William Wyler, $432,000; Bing 
Crosby, oe and’ Betty 
Grable, $299,333. 

The list is far from complete, 
however. Such firms as Metro, 
Warners, Universal and RKO did 
not get their figures in on time 
and will be reported on subse- 
quently by the Treasury. The fig- 
ures cover only salaries and bo- 
nuses for 1946 and for a fiscal year 
ending in 1947. They do not in- 
clude stock dividends, nor the take 
of those who, for example, own and 
control a package show on a radio 
network, 

Following are some of the big 
earners reported: 

Phil Berg-Bert Allenberg—Ber- 
tram Allenberg, $112,741; Phil 
Berg, $112,661. 

The Chaplin Studios — Charlies 
Chaplin, $119,000. 

Empire Productions — Hunt 
Stromberg, $150,000 (paid $75,000 
in 1946 and $75,000 in 1947 prior 
to March 15, 1947). 

Enterprise Productions—S. 
Charles Einfeld, $78,000. 

Famous Artists Corp. — Charles 
K. Feldman, $126,941. 

Fex Inter-Mountain Amus. Cerp. 
-—F. H. Ricketson, Jr., $119,296. 

Fox Mid-West Amus. Corp.— 
Elmer C. Rhoden, $119,445. 

Fox West Coast Agency Corp.— 
Charles P. Skouras, $130,000. 

Samuel Goldwyn Preductions— 
Dana Andrews, $182,233; Sylvia 
Fine, $133,928; Cary Grant, $278,- 
125; Howard Hawks, $250,000; 
Danny Kaye, $133,928; Henry Kos- 
ter, $125,000; David Niven, $194,- 
000; Robert E: Sherwood, $208,000; 
Harry Tugend, $100,000; William 
Wyler, $432,000; Loretta Young, 
$186,666. 

Lexington Productiens, Inc. — 
Barbara Stanwyck, $100,000. 

Les Angeles Turf Club—Charles 
H. Strub, $396,901. 

Mark Productions—Jules Dassin, 
$85,000; Barry Fitzgerald, $83,333; 
Mark Hellinger, $156,000. 

Mars Film Corp.—Jack Chertok, 
$153,200; Louis Hayward, $86,250; 
Hedy Lamarr, $279,800; George 
Sanders, $85,333 (large part of the 
income not paid in 1946 but to 
come out of profits of “Dishonored 
Lady” and “The Strange Woman,” 
Treasury points out). 

National Theatres Amus. Co.— 
Charles P. Skouras, $855,300. 

Oakmont Pictures—Charles Co- 
burn, $100,000; George Sanders, 
$100,000. 

Paramount Pictures— Lewis A. 
Alien, $79,500; Barney Balaban, 
$159,000; Edmund Beloin, $85,700; 
Claude Binyon, $122,500; Edward 
Vv. Bracken, $96,249; Charles 
Brackett, $116,791; Frank R. But- 
ler, $102,625; Bing Crosby, $325,- 
000; Roland Culver, $84,270; Mar- 
lene Dietrich, $100,000; John V. 
Farrow, $122,791; Y. Frank Free- 
man, $132,500; Tay Garnett, $150.- 
000; Henry Ginsberg, $220,000: 
Paulette Goddard, $118,589; Leon- 
ard H. Goldenson, $85,000; Bob 
Hope, $275,000; Paul M. Jones, 
$92,900; Austin C. Keough, $85.- 
000; Milton Krims, $84,708; Alan 
W. Ladd, $212,000; Dorothy La- 
:mour, $175,083; Sidney Lanfield, 
$111;812; Mitchell Leisen, $192,- 
737; Kenneth MacGowan, $89,416; 
Fred MacMurray, $150,000; George 
Marshall, $159,000; Ray Milland, 
$229,166; Charles M. Reagan, $81,- 
482; Sol C. Siegel, $77,083; Betty 
Hutton, $164,500; Bowen C. Tufts, 
$90,666; Harry Tugend, $153,000; 
Billy Wilder, $166,083; Dwight M. 
Wiley, $76,416; P. J. Wolfson, $96,- 
000; Victor Young, $79,500; Adolph 
Zukor, $136,400. 

Hal Reach Studies — William 


- Bendix, $163,811. 
Rady Ine-—Andy Rus- 
sell, $121,437. 


$985,300 Tops for 6 
Grable's 2996, Bing 3256, Wyler 4326 


United States Pictures — Gary 
Cooper, $199,999; Fritz Lang, 
$178,124. 
new, $131,658; 
375; Mervyn Leroy, $118,333; Gin- 
ger Rogers, $84,478; Allan Scott, 
$145,291: Shirley Temple, $135,541. 

B & K Management Corp.—John 
Balaban, $111,890. 





| 


| Columbia Broadcasting System | 


|—Frank M. Stanton, $94,010. 
Decea Records — Jack Kapp, 


$171,544. 
| Eastman Kodak Ce.—Albert K. 
‘Chapman, $94,638; Charles K. 


| Flint, $83,997; Thomas J. Hargrave, 
| $129,920; C. E. Kenneth Mees, $84,- 
(488: Herman C. Sievers, $77,930. 

| The Hearst Corp.—Walter Win- 
'chell, $97,684. 

| National Broadcasting 
| Niles Trammell, $475,220. 
| Radie Corp. of America—David 
| Sarnoff, $132,083. 

| Schine Theatres—J. M. Schine, 
$102,200. 


Co. 


Bacher, $91,166, 
$177,958: Anne Baxter, $86,041; 
(Continued on page 18) 


Selznick’s Ringling Deal 
Includes Many TV Rights 
In Addition to Films 


David o. Selznick’s’ contract 
with the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, it has been learned, 
gives him not only the rights to 
make a feature picture, but exclu- 
sive rights to the show for tele- 
vision for a long period of years. 
It is because of this that there will 
not be .in the future any random 
televising of the circus, such as 
was done by New York stations 
during the show’s stand at Madi- 
son Square Garden. 

RB-B&B prexy John Ringling 
North stated his belief that the 
numerous video shows from the 
Garden b-lped account for the 
sellout biz chroughout the run. Any 
future telecasts, however, 
Selznick’s plan, will not primarily 
be trailers for the circus, but for 
the DOS film version, “The Great- 
est Show on Earth.” 


Selznick recently set up a video 
unit which teed off with the cir- 
cus contract. Since then, his reps 
have been in negotiation with a 
large number of organizations, 
such as the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo and others which Selznick 
feels are basic sources of con- 
tinued video material. Contracts 
for a number of them are now be- 
ing drawn up, but are greatly com- 
plicated because there is little 
precedent and many angles in- 
volved. 


RITA TO PERSONAL WITH 
HER ‘LOVES OF CARMEN’ 


Hollywood, July 6. 








has been ordered back before Sept. 


Vanguard Films—Neil F. Ag- 
Joseph Cotten, | 
$121,103; William Dieterle, $204.,- | 


20th-Fox Film Caerp.— William | 
Lloyd Bacon | 


under | 


Rita Hayworth, currently abroad, | 








| 
| 






“315th Week! Y 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Now Playing Nationally 


“BILL AND COO” 


Special Academy Award Winner 


Show Biz Tax 
Cuts Hinted 


Washington, July 6. 


A hint of tax cuts to aid show 
biz next year was included in the 
statement made over the weekend 
by Rep. Harold Knutson (R., 
Minn.), chairman of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, 
where all tax legislation originates. 
Knutson, pointing to the nation’s 
$8,000,000,000 surplus, said _ it 
looked like a further big slash in 
personal income tax rates by 1950 
and the elimination and reduction 
of some excise taxes next year. 

Show business has been pushing 
| hard to reduce the 20% admissions 
‘levy to the 10% prewar level and 
‘also to slice the 20% bite on nitery 
\tabs down to the prewar rate of 
15%. Knutson has indicated some 
sympathy for such cuts in the past 
| year or two, although nothing ever 
icame of it. However, with the huge 
surplus, it is now likely that the 
next Congress might knock off the 
wartime excise rates. Cuts in the 
admissions tax would help some at 
the skidding boxoffice, and a sharp 
‘drop in the tax on night club checks 
|might hypo that lagging arm of 
entertainment. 


 teaitalin Mail tor $2 
Weeks: Jessel’s Quickie 


Darryl F. Zanuck and George 
Jessel plane east from the Coast to- 
morrow iThurs.) then sky out the 
following day to Europe. Jessel 
plans a 10-day stay in London 
and Paris before returning to pro- 
duce “Call Me Mister” on the 
| 20th-Fox lot. 
| Zanuck will be abroad about 
,six or seven weeks visiting Paris 
and other continental capitals. His 
15-year-old daughter, Susan, and 
| his wife, Virginia, will accompany 
‘the 20th production chief. 


__ Binford Nixes ‘Lula’ 
Memphis, July 6. 
the “Binfordized 

















This time 


2 by Columbia for personal appear- | 
ances at showcase dates of “The Blasteroo’” has been plastered on 
Loves of Carmen,” Technicolor film Columbia's “Lulu Belle,” starring 
starring her. Decision was made | Dorothy Lamour. Lioyd T. Bin- 
today (Tues.) at studio huddles of | ford, chairman of the Memphis 
‘Harry Cohn, prexy; Abe Montague, Censor board, has announced here 
distribution veepee; Jack Cohn, that the pic would be banned in 
exec veepee; Nate Spingold, v.p.; | this city. 

and William McConville, foreign! — Binford described the film as 


chief. 
Eastern toppers who arrived yes- 


to New York Friday (9). 


2 Ex-Showmen Handling 
Dewey for TV-Pix-Radio 





director for the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America in New York, 
and one-time legit and film press 
agent, has been named television 
and film coordinator for the 
Thomas E. Dewey _ presidential 
campaign. 

Allvine, who'll also handle news- 
reels in his assignment, accom- 
panied Dewey on his campaign 
tours during the last five months 
and supervised the TV-film work 
for Dewey during the recent Re- 
publican national convention in 
Philadelphia. Ford Bond, former 





to handle Dewey's air campaign. 


terday (Mon.) are slated to return . 


Glen Alivine, former publicity | 


radio announcer has been named. 


|“. . . a Marrative of tawdry inci- 
a in the lives of sordid peo- 
RR ge 

“Lulu Belle” was penciled in at 
‘the Malco theatre here for the 
| week of Aug. 12. 





-_ 


Eddie Cantor 
expounds on 
“Why TV Needs 
Showmanship” 
in the 
3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 
NUMBER 
of 


VARIETY 


to be published soon 














‘Homecommg, ‘Emperor, ‘Apache’ 
Big 3 Among June's Top 12 Grossers 





Big 12 for June 


. “Homecoming” (M-G). 

. “Emperor Waltz” (Par). 

. “Fort Apache” (RKO). 
“Pirate” (M-G). 

“Fuller Brush Man” (Col). 
“Give Regards” (20th). 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA). 
“Silver River” (WB). 
“Green Grass Wyo” (20th). 
“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G). 
“All My Sons” ‘U). 

12. “Iron Curtain” (20th). 


Schine Laughs Off Rumor 
| Of Favoring His Hotel 
Operations Over Pix 


While some of the major circuits 
are already reported to have 
readied disposal plans for some of 
their theatres to conform with the 
divestiture provisions of the Gov- 
ernment’s anti-trust suit against 
them, the Sehine circuit, also a de- 
fendant in a similar action, is defi- 
nitely not contemplating any such 
move at this time. The indie chain’s 
attitude was expressed by its prexy, 


COSI OS Ne 











J. Myer Sehine, shortly before he | 
sailed from Hoboken on Friday (2) | 


aboard the Nieuw Amsterdam for a 
five-week European vacation. 


| Schine declared he had no inten- 
| tion of placing any of his houses on 
the block nor did he feel it would 
_be necessary until the lower court 
/makes a final ruling on the case 
|late this year. His chain embraces 
some 150 theatres in Ohio, New 


| York, Maryland and Kentucky. [n | 


| addition to his exhibition interests, 
| the theatre topper heads the Schine 
hotel chain. 

A report that he might sell some 
of his theatre holdings to concen- 
| trate upon his hostelry operations 
was vigoreusly denied. Schine 
scoffed at the rumor adding that it 
was the first he had heard of it. In 
his continental trip the theatre- 
hotel man expects to visit London, 
Paris, Vienna and Switzerland be- 
fore returning to the U. S. Aug. 11. 
He was accompanied by his wife. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Richard Arlen 
Robert Benjamin 
Scotty Brown 
Linda Christian 
Mrs. Jackie Cooper 
Eddie Davis 
Tony de Marco 
Jim Denton 
Ketti Frings 
Kurt Frings 
Ben Frommer 

. William Gehring 
Augustus Goetz 
Ruth Goetz 
Leland Hayward 
Sonja Henie 
Kim Hunter 
George Jessel 
Sonya Levien 
Paul Michaelson 
Tyrone Power 
Gene Raymond 
Neil Reagan 
Thelma Ritter 
Charles Samuels 
Charies Schlaifer 
Monty Shaff 
Louis Shanfield 
Stirling Silliphant 
Murray Silverstone 
Spyros Skouras 
Andy Smith, Jr. 





Franchot Tone 
Christy Wilbert 
Darryl F. Zanuck 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ned Depinet 
Harry M. Durning 
L. Lawrence Green 
Radie Harris. 
Malcom Kingsberg 
L. B. Mayer 
Floyd Odlum 
William S. Paley 
Lilli Palmer 
Peggy Philips 
Mimi Pulaski 

Hal 


A. Salzman 
Frederic C. Schang, Jr. 
George Hamlin Shaw 
Frederic L. Sherman 
John Sinn 
Bianca Stroock 
Jimmy Stroock 


Europe to N. Y. 


S. R. Kunkis 
Lauritz Melchior 
Maureen O’Sullivan 





Patricia Travers 
Anne M. Vanoni 


* Metro’s “Homecoming,” Gable- 
Turner starrer, was far and away 
the boxoffice leader for June in 
key cities covered by Vartirry’s 
gross reports. This was the second 
month that the film was an im- 
portant b.o. factor, having jumped 

| into the vanguard from third posi- 

| tion in May. 

Metro pie was in No. 1 place in 


the tally for four weeks running 
during the month, something of a 
record in itself. With Paramount's 


“Emperor Waltz” going into re. 
lease in the middle of the month. 
however, “Homecoming” started 
, to get a run for its money. In the 
first week of distribution, with the 
aid of a record-breaking non-holi- 
day week’s gross of $161,000 at the 

Music Hall, N. Y., the Bing Crosby 
{Technicolor opus shot to third 
place in the tally. The following 
stanza it easily nosed out “Home- 
coming” for top position. 

Not in the same elass with 
the first two films on the list, 
but showing consistent strength 
throughout the month, was RKO’s 
“Fort Apache.” Continued suprem- 
acy was particularly noteworthy 
since this was second month of re- 
lease, with the pic having regis- 
tered in fourth place during May. 

After the top three spots, pic- 
tures began to bunch, with “The 
Pirate” (M-G), “Fuller Brush Man” 
(Col) and “Give My Regards to 
, Broadway” (20th) ending up in 
| that order, but not far apart. ‘‘Pi- 

rate” was aided by its take at the 
| Music Hall, N. Y., and dates in big 
houses in key cities. Showing 
greater consistent strength, how- 
lever, was “Fuller.” Although it 
|didn’t have the advantages of the 


| big-money engagements available 
to the Metro picture, it did fine 
business in every engagement. 

“Give Regards,” on the other 
hand, landed in sixth position not 
so much because of any spectac- 
ural b.o. prowess, but on the 
strength of a great many engage- 
ments piling up income. 

Flock of Also-Rans 

Second half-dozen films on the 
scorecard showed considerable list- 
lessness in many spots. A number 
of them were holdovers from the 
previous month, while others were 
newcomers that hadn’t a chance 
/for a large number of dates yet. 
| In any case, none showed spectac- 

ular drawing power. 

“Arch of Triumph” (UA), 
seventh in June, was likewise 
seventh in May. “Silver River” 
(WB), eight in June, had been fifth 
in May. “Green Grass of Wyom- 
ing” (20th), in ninth position, made 
its first appearance on the list, but 
wasn’t showing much power. 

“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G), No. 
10, was also a newcomer, and a 
very spotty one. “All My Sens,” in 
llth spot, has been in 12th the 
previous month, while “Iron Cur- 
tain” (20th) dropped to last place 
in the Top 12 after being second 
in May under the forced draft of 
an outsize number of prints play- 
ing day-and-date openings. 


Markey-Loy Indie 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Gene Markey and his wife, 
Myrna Loy, organized Charter 
Films, an indie production unit, 
with a program of four pictures in 
two years. 

First of the four will be “The 
Pillars of Heaven,’ based on 
Markey’s recent novel, with Miss 
Loy starring. 


N. Y. to Europe 
Ethel Altschuler 
Georgé Balanchine 
Wallace Beery 
Eddie Cantor 
Georgia Carroll 
Jaeques Chabrier 
Harold Conrad 
Peter Donald 
John Farrow 








Bill Murray, Jr. 
Sam Perrin 
Michael Redgrave 
J. Meyer Schine 
Sylvie St. Clair 
Maria Tallchief 
William L. Taub 
Phillip Van Dyke 
Betty Winkler 
Darryl F. Zanuck 
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The Era of Expectancy 


The dog days are upon us. This is the time of the year when the 
sidewalks of New York, notably that sector between 42d St. and 
Celumbus Circle, and now bounded a bit more on the east by the 
21-Hotel Plaza-Toots Shor-Stork Club boundaries, take on that “spe- 
cial” aura of between-seasons lethargy. It’s an anachronistic 
lethargy, because the smell is peculiar unto show business itself. 
The sidewalks literally steam with an air of arrested expectancy. 


As July segues into August, and the horizon of Labor Day signals 
another fever-pitched season of show business activity, only the vet- 
erans of The Street really sense what these successive dog days, sum- 
mer after summer, have augured for the exciting show business sea- 
son that is Broadway every fall, winter and spring. 


This year, however, sees the dog days fraught with some new 
alchemy. - There is a special something added—or must be added. 
For these are crucial dog days indeed. 


Too much has suddenly devolved on every branch of show busi- 
ness to take this summer laziness in stride as just another one of 
those things. This is not so. 


This is a year of something special, something extra, something 
new and unfathomed. This is a year of expectancy. This may well 
be a year of prophecy and extraordinary destiny in the annals of 
show business. . 

Why? For one thing there’s television with its highly speculative 
potentials and effects. The impact may be atomic in a negative as 
well as a plus factor. The boxoffice in general faces its greatest test 
in the next two or three years and nobody has the right answer yet 
whether TV will keep ’em home or help revitalize the b.o., as radio 
has done in creating new marquee names, hypoing sports gates, etc. 


And there are other factors all around us. The Presidential year; 
the international crisis; the British 45° quota; the restrictive meas- 
ures against the American film industry around the globe; the level- 
ing-off of the domestic grosses back to pre-war standards; the radio 
that has gone banko-crazy with its giveaways, much as did the ebbing 
boxoffice in the pre-war film b.o. downbeat when free dishes and 
banknjte ran amok; the upheavals in intra-company personnel (Dore 
Schary, et al.) and the attendant uncertainties as rumors persist of 
other retirements. These are all straws in the wind but indisputable 
parts of a pattern which may well shape the destiny of show busi- 
ness within the next few months. 


All this comes in the dog days when alert showmen realize that 
now is no time to “dog it.” The veterans, some of them tired and 
many eager for younger, stronger hands to take over, must needs 
carry on as this new crisis approaches. Show business is a succes- 
sion of crises, major and minor. The very nature of so dramatic a 
business as entertainment-purveying makes show biz one of constant 
adventure and compels continuous mustering of resources to cope 
with each fresh facet. Excepting that now, circa Summer Dog Days 
’48, the horizons are even more beclouded. Films and stage, radio 
and video—all these are growing ever-closer under this new pattern 
called Television and its contiguous nuances. This is a year of much 
moment. And it’s a time which disqualifies any summertime hiatus 
or between-seasons letting-down. If anything, the interval affords a 
great opportunity for some judicious crystal ball-gazing. A right 
guess is so very impcrtant, especially now. Abel. 





More Pros and Cons Whether General 
Admission Cuts Would Help the B.0. 





Admisson price shuffles recently + 
made in Broadway and Chicago | 
Loop theatres have stirred up 
much pro and con on the need for 


Hawks’ 1756 Per Pic 


adjustments in b.o. scales. Most 
theatre men are of the opinion, 
however, that any general price- 
cutting is entirely uncalled for 
now and would have no beneficial 
effect in pushing up grosses. 
- €hi slashes are viewed as mean- 
ingless, in that they are merely 
adjustments to take care of the 
situation created by the Jackson 
Park decree, whereby audiences 
are assured of seeing films within 
a week or two of their Loop run. 
Broadway cuts are at the Mayfair 
and Astor and an increase at the 
State, where the 
changed to top firstruns, are being 
watched much nmiore interestedly. 
There's a feeling among many 
showmen that, regardless of the 
rest of the country, the time is ripe 
for healthy markdowns in Broaway 
scales. They think that the high 
prices are responsible for the 
street's offish tone for the past 
year, as compared with theatres 
elsewhere. Idea is that a general 
cut by all houses is needed, and 


policy was, 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Howard Hawks has been inked 
by 20th-Fox to direct four pix at 
the rate of one per year. ; 


Hawks will get $175,000 per pic- | Hot Holiday Weather Nicks Biz—‘Waltz,’ ‘Island,’ 


ture, which will have a maximum 
'of 12 weeks shooting time on each. 


4 Trust Victories 
Tn Row for Majors 





Verdict in favor of the major 
distribs last week by a New York 
| federal court jury in the $2,100,000 
| anti-trust suit brought by Fifth & 


that neither the decree nor the second _, Place and nudge , ‘ . 
U.S. Supreme Court opinion is of | Apache” (RKO) out of the runner- shaping up as sock in an L.A. small- | 





} 


| 





TAILOR-MIADES 
ALONE SATISFY 


Pressure groups working on 


Hollywood have become so numer- | 
| ous and so vociferous since last fall | 


that they are pushing the studios 
into using original screen stories 
| almost. exclusively, instead of the 


| best-selling novels and hit plays | 


that were formerly a staple source 
of raw material for top-budgeted 
films. The “don'ts” and restric- 
tions placed by organized church 
groups, professional societies, busi- 
|ness associations and Congres- 
sional investigating committees on 
Hollywood have become so great 


lor-made script can skirt them all. 
That's one of the major reasons 


existed for years—-finds not one of 
the top five books on the best- 
seller list owned by Hollywood. As 
a matter of fact, the first novel to 
which a studio holds rights is No. 
8 on the list and there are only 
three books of the entire current 
25 best-sellers held by filmmakers. 
That’s a situation entirely unprece- 
dented for longer than most vet 
story editors can remember. 

It’s not only the pressure groups, 
of course, which have put the 
kibosh on novels and plays as 

(Continued on page 6) 


Big 5 to Oppose 
U.S. Sweeping Quiz 
On Theatre Pards 


Another court battle, preliminary 
to renewed anti-trust hearings be- 
fore the statutory three-judge tri- 
bunal in October, became inevitable 
last week when the. Government 
asked the Big Five for sweeping in- 
formation on their joint theatre 
holdings. Treating the Government 
maneuver as an attempt to obtain 
by indirection what it failed to get 
in its recent motion for a theatre 
freeze, Big Five attorneys said they 
would fight to knock out the inter- 
rogatories. 


Particularly objected to were the 
last two questions in a list of 17 
probing partnership holdings. 
Those two would require’ the 
majors to name partners claimed 
not to be actual or potential thea- 
tre operators and to list each joint 


(Continued on page 39) 
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that practically nothing but a tai- | 


the current situation—which hasn't | 


rt Corp. Still Only Plan 


To Beat Rank Playdate Squeeze 





Schary’s Deal 

Dore Schary surrendered a 
five-year ticket which went 
into effect the first of last year. 
It provided for flat weekly 
payments of $3,800 and ex- 
penses of $250, plus 2!2°% of 
the company’s net profits. 

On the basis of 1947's net 
of $5,085 847 for RKO, 
Schary’s bonus came to $127,- 
142. Added to that is $197,600 
| fixed pay giving him $324,742 
| for the year, besides expenses. 


For the first quarter of the 


} 

| current vear, RKO netted 
| $1,345,327, meaning the ex- 
| production topper earned 


$94,432 for the 16 weeks. 


See Schary Back 
With D. 0. Selznic 


While Dore Schary has indicated 
that he won't definitely line up 
| any future plans until he gets back 
in Hollywood from a month’s vaca- 
tion, it is reliably reported that he 
may return to the David O. Selz- 
nick fold. Setup would be consid- 
erably different, however, from 
when he left in January, 1947, to 
become RKO production chief. 

Plan, as foreseen, is for Schary 
to head a unit of his own, distrib- 
uting through 
leasing Organization. Most of the 
head&ches of the ordinary indie 
unit, would be eliminated, however, 
since Selznick would finance 
Schary’s setup and provide a pool 
of stars on whom he could draw. 

(Continued on page 14) 

















Cantors’ Norse Vacation 


Eddie and Ida Cantor are treat- 
ing the comedian’s valet, Maurice, 
who has beene12 years away from 
his native Sweden, to a seven-week 
holiday by accompanying him to 
the Norse countries. They sailed 
Saturday (3) on the S. S. Stock- 
holm, itinerary to embrace Swe- 











National Boxoffice Survey 


‘Apache’ Lead; ‘Pirate,’ ‘Express’ Mild 


the Selznick Re- 


den, Norway and Denmark. They | 


* Plan of funnelling all U. S. films 
to Britain through an export cor- 
|poration remains the principal 
it.ethod so far devised by the 
American industry to counter the 
present British squeeze. Export or- 
| ganization would have complete 
control of product and sales to 
Britain by all major companies. 
| Ultimate aim is to use this cen- 
'tralized power to choose buyers 
/and make deals as a lever ‘o force 
‘easing by J. Arthur Rank of re- 
'strictions on playing time for Yank 
pix on his circuits and 2 lowering 
of the Government’s new 45% 
quota law. Likewise, it could be- 
come a potent arm in negotiations 
with the British government on in- 
|terpretations of the Anglo-U.S. 
| films pact, on which many Ameri- 
/can execs feel Engiand is hedging. 
| Thought of a renewal of the to- 
|tal embargo on shipment of films 
‘to England has been completely eum 
|given up. It was never really con- 
sidered except as an extreme meas- 
lure and has now been virtually 
leliminated from official thinking. 
|Feeling is that the 55% of the 
'British market available to Yank 
{films under the quota law is cer- 
\tainly too big a chunk to jeopardize 
and that another solution for bring- 
|ing pressure must be found. 
| Best Plan to Date 
Although the idea of an export 

‘corporation to handle all U. S. 
major product is thought to be far 
from a satisfactory arrangement 


(Continued on page 14) 


KORDA’S BRITISH LION =~ 
PROFITS UP IN 1947 


London, July 6. 

British Lion, Sir Alexander 
. Korda’s distributing unit, showed a 
neat profit hike during 1947, it 
was disclosed in the annual report 
issued last week. Profits were 
$724,616, as ‘against $402,360 the 
previous year. 

Dividend remained the same at 
30%. Under British accounting 
system, that means earnings were 
30% of par value of the stock. 
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Sunny skies and soaring tem- {on a high level, while “Green Grass | 


| peratures parlayed with the three- | of Wyoming” (20th), aided by a 


; 





| 
| 
' 


| 


day July 4 weekend put a severe | 
bite into the national boxoffice | 
take. 


But “The Emperor Waltz” | 
(Par), spotted in most of the keys 


this stanza, is overcoming all ob- | 


stacles to rack up over $400,000 in good reaction, as is “River Lady” } 


those cities covered by VARIETY. | 


It is furlongs ahead of the other | (RKO), returning at pop prices ina 


entries. 


“On An Island with You” (M-G) above-average power. ‘Romance on 
Walnut, Inc., spotlighted the fact is coming up with a rush to cop|High Seas” (WB) is generally be-| 


“Fort | 


‘any help, at the present time, to UP position it held last week. Lat-| seater date. 
‘litigating exhibs. It also stretched | ter pic, however, is still mounting 


to four straight the winning streak | SOlid grosses in all situations. 
of the majors in triple-damage set- | 


“Street with No Name” (20th), | 


tos and brightens the dim view , which has been unveiled in only a mer Holiday (M-G) and “Give Re- 


|taken not many months ago by film | few spots this session, looks like a|gards To Broadway” (20th) 


then a waiting period until the lawyers on the distribs’ prospects | sure-comer with big biz in Phila-| mild for this period. . 


iblic gets re-educated to the idea 
that a yt can again take his gal 
to a midtown house without ran- 
soming the weekly jackpot. 

Along this line, it has been sug- 
gested that price cuts be made and 
the Broadway theatres then enter 
into a cooperative radio and news- 
paper advertising campaign. In- 
stitutional copy would be used to 
convince filmgoers in the boroughs 
and saburbs that they can afford 


(Continued on page 16) 


|in future actions. 


| The seven-week trial before 
| Federal Judge Vincent Leibell 
;resulted in one ruling, generally 


‘overlooked, which willf, probably 
\spell a temporary letdown in the 


number of trust-busters brought to | impact. 


trial. That was the refusal of Judge 


| 
| 





delphia and Los Angeles. “Fuller. 


Brush Man” (Col) is holding up| and “One Night of Love” (Col), in| 


‘nicely, clicking strongly in L. A. g reissue bill 


and Baltimore. 


(RKO) and “The Pirate” (M-G) register. “Arch of Triumph” (UA) 
are registering with only a mild is doing tidily while “Homecom- 


“Easter Parade” 


_Leibell to permit the introduction | preeming in New York this week, is did in second. “Hazard” (Par) is 
of the statutory court decree and | heading for b.o. peaks on the basis tame this round. 

Supreme Court opinion into evi-|of its initial drawing power. “The | 
‘dence as proof of monopoly. Court | paradine Case” (SRO) in Philadel- | 
|phia and San Francisco, is keeping | Pages 10-11) 


| (Continued on page 45) 
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2,600 British Indies Protest That 
The 45% Quota Act Is Unworkable: 
Virtually Revolt vs. Bd. of Trade 


Stromberg Switches From 
Calvert, Lowell That Is 


Hunt Stromberg, United Artists 
indie producer, is no longer being 
represented in the east by Lowell 
Calvert. Stromberg’s inactivity in 
production for the past year or 
more has led him to terminate his 
deal with Calvert, who had super- 
vised sales for him for a number 
of years. 


London, July 6. + Calvert will continue to rep Sam 





Number of indie exhibs who 
have applied for exemptions io the 
new 45% quota, effective Oct. 1, 


is so great the movement is prac- 


tically a revolt against the Board 
of Trade. More than 2,600 house 
operators have informed the gov- 
ernment that they cannet be ex- 
pected to play British pictures in 
their theatres 45% of the time. 
Total theatres in England and 
North Ireland is around 5,000. 

Exhibs, who have applied for 
exemption under Section IV of the 
1948 Films Act, claim there are an 
insufficient number of homegrown 
pix to fulfill the quota. Many 
others are expected to follow suit. 

A formal protest on the quota 
will be made by the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. July 19. Meeting 
has been set at that time with Har- 
old Wilson, prez of the Board of 
Trade. A deputation to huddle 
with him will be appointed at a 
CEA meeting next week. 

Meantime, at a meeting of the 
Films Council in London July 14, 
discussion will be held of a pro- 

osal to increase the cost-test of 
British quota films from the pres- 
ent $2 to $6 a foot. Cost-test is a 
clause of the Films Act which pro- 
vides the minimum budget that 
may be spent to have a picture 
count as a top feature. Its aim 
is to prevent the making of over- 
quick quickies to fulfill the quota. 

New proposal is that the $2 per 
foot should only apply to shorts. 
Idea emanates from the Associa- 
tion of Cine-Technicians and will 
probably receive wide support, be- 
cause it is actually impossible to 

roduce anything but shorts at 

2 a foot. 

If the quota subcommittee has 
completed its inquiry into the 
— number of quota defaulters 

v July 14, it is expected that the 
Films Council, spurred by J. 
Arthur Rank, will recommend that 
the B. of T. launch widespread 
prosecutions of those who have 
failed to play the required num- 


ber of British-made films in their | 


houses in the past. 


SHORTS OPENING UP 
FOR INDIE PRODUCERS 


Shorts field has opened up some- 
what for indie producers. Major 
companies, which turn out in their 
own studios most of the shorties 
they distribute, are now listening 
sympathetically to requests from 
indies for distribution deals. 

Explanation of one major to an 
independent with whom he has 
been discussing a. deal the past few 
weeks was that the studio had 
turned over much of its shorts staff 
to experimentation with films for 
video. As a result, it was receptive 
to outside product. 

More general reason for the re- 
ceptivity, however, is the fact that 
gone budgets have gone so 

igh on the studio-made briefies 
that majors can’t turn a profit on 
them. Indies can make them con- 
siderably cheaper, particularly in 
New York, and distribs can show 
some black by releasing them on 
a guarantee-percentage basis. 


Noel Clarke Rounds Out 








Sam Coslow’s Financing 


Sam Coslow has completed ar- 
rangements for financing his next 


indie production for United Artists | 


and will put the film in work at the 
end of this month or in early 
August. It will be “Music City,” a 
semi-documentary type pic on disk 
jockeys and the recording biz. 

Bank of America will put up 60% 
of the $800,000 production cost, 
with the last 15% of loan 
teed by Nassour Studios, where the 
pie will be shot. Second money and 
completion bond is being advanced 
by Noel Clarke, who is thus be- 
coming a partner in Coslow’s pro- 
duction unit. Source of Clarke’s 
funds is outside the film industry, 
but he headed Cameo Productions, 
which made “Linda Be Good,” a 

ow-budgeter released by Eagle 
on reeently. 

Cosiow is awaiting completion of 

new sound stage, largest on the 

, at Nassour. He'll be first to use 
it. He has a five-pic deal with UA. 





Bischoff, also a UA producer. It’s 


| U’s $232,866 for 6 Months not certain whether he'll get to- 


: gether again with Stromberg when 
_Half-year profits of Universal | the latter completes “Too Late for 
dipped to $232,866 for the period 


, . Tears,” now in preparation. 
ended May 1 comparing with $2,-! 


weeks of the previous Year. *° Lensers Union Urges 
) took in $98,660 for the second | B °° 
ritish Film Boycott 
Unless Quota Chang 


quarter against $134,206 for the | 
| Opening three months. In the cor-| 
Hollywood, July 6. 
Labor leaders in the film indus- 


responding period in 1946, com-)| 

: °9 
Frisco Indie S ‘try. are warming up a threat to 
boycott all English pictures unless 
| 








pany had garnered $1,335,875. 
ithe British government makes 


drastic changes in its new quota 
rom « ‘law before the IATSE convention, 
| which meets Aug. 16 in Cleveland. 
. ‘ ; First action was a_ resolution 
| Theate om Francisco, July 6. {adopted by Cameramen Local 659 
basis amet ne., operator. of the | demanding that all Hollywood pro- 
Empire theatre here, has won some-/| qucers, major and indie, immedi- 
| cnant Im aptilonnens.of ita. SLAOROsS | oar winerew thels product free 
ctreds ‘ vatres. “es 
treble-damage action against the |says, in vee " nee ee 
| majors, Fox-West Coast circuit and 3 Ae 7 Mie "2 
other chains, it has now been | This ban will be directed not 
learned. For dropping the suit, only at J. Arthur Rank, who out- 
| plaintiff is receiving $200,000 in a | foxed the Americans, but also at 
lump sum while questions of run|the House of Commons and_ the 
‘and clearance are tabled pending | ffouse of Lords, which joined in 
decision in the Government's main | this preconceived plan of duping 
| anti-trust action. if the 
Hardest hit under settlement | 
j|terms is 20th-Fox whose subsid, and the ruling powers is not 
|Fox-West Coast, is sharing a changed, either the American pro- 
| $100,000 payment with Mike Naify’s ducers will be compelled to with- 
| United California theatres. Twen-|4taw English pictures from this 
'tieth is also forking over a pro-|Country or face a boycott which 
|portionate piece of the remaining | Will be launched at the forthcom- 
| $100,000 which is allocated among | ing convention of the IATSE. 
‘the majors. The resolution was. introduced 
| Suit had charged illegal refusal |by Herbert Aller, Local 659 busi- 
|to sell the Empire first-run. It had |€Ss representative, who declared: 
demanded, in addition to money It is significant that at no time 
damages, an order which would | have the people of this country re- 
| have compelled F-WC to unload its |Semted the importation of foreign 
| El Rey and Parkside houses and be | Pictures, even though they might 
restrained from acquiring other |Outdraw the American pictures. 
theatres west of Twin Peaks. Suit |The sportsmanlike attitude of the 
| was set for trial this week before | American people has always been 


| Federal Judge Michael J. Roache. | to let the best man win. The rules 
of the game have changed, and we 


WW Gabs Runyon Pic intend to start now.” 
Hollywood, July 6. 20TH’S ‘IS SHORT 


the American producers. 








August and only one in September. 


position of the English producers | 


Jack Warner Announces 16 for 49; 
British Puzzled on ABC's 457, Quota 


London, July 6. 
e | Jack Warner, Warner Bros. exec 
3 for M-G in 3 Mos. v.p., amnounced today (Tuesday) 
‘that the company will reiease i6 
Hollywood, July 6. | fims in 1949. Selection will be 
Production on the Metro lot is made from pictures produced dur- 
going into a slump with only three | ing the past two years, Warner said 














| mee ee | following confabs here with Arthur 

| features slated to nen in heseinid Abeles Jr, new WB menaging 

| months. Program calls for two director here. 

istarters in July, none at all in; Announcement indicates a belief 
by Warner and Abeles that the 

Rolling this month are “The Associated British Circuit, which 
| Barkleys of Broadway” and “Take |the company’s films play and of 
Me Out to the Ball Game.” Sep- which it is part owner, will not be 
tember starter is “The Monte Strat- | able to fulfill the new 45° quota. 
‘ton Story.” Only other solution would be a cut 

in the amount of Metro product on 
ABC, the two companies having 
§ (EA e rep mene shared playing time on 
the chain. 
Under the law requiring 45° of 
playing time to go to British pro- 
bd duct, ABC could use a maximum of 
Into ? actions 29 U.S. films. If WB and MG each 
released 16, the combined total 
would be greater than the quota 
London, July 6. allows. 

Splitup of the Cinematograph | Board of Trade Surprised 
Exhibitors Assn. is foreseen follow-| Warner gave no indication of 
ing the mass meeting called by how many pix the company would 
jindie theatre owners in London | make in England, following the aec- 
ag Mage (13). Tipe ao tion last week in closing its Ted- 
or the CEA, as well as a great | dingto dios. The move came : 
number of house operators who do | ee ee shock to pagel 
not belong to that organization, of Trade and film industry, sinee 
|feel that it cannot be truly repre-'the reason given was that WB 
| sentative of indies as long as it in- couldn’t find any potential renters 
|cludes J. Arthur Rank among its for studio space. 
| members. Move was doubly embarrassing 

Plan which will be discussed at to the B. of T. inasmuch as it has 
the mass meeting calls for a break ,been very harsh recently with 
away from the CEA by those who , American companies which wanted 
object to Rank’s policies. This studio age to —— films to em- 
would be followed by efforts to get | ploy funds frozen here under the 
‘other indies into the organization new Anglo-U. S. films pact.* There 
{and build it into a full-size com-| was apparent fear by producers 
petitor. that Yank pic-makers would swamp 

There would thus be two groups , te British industry. ' 
‘representing theatre owners. with, A spokesman for WB, in an- 
much the same breach that divides NOUNcing the Teddington closing, 
the theatre Owners of America |€XPlained: “We reopened the studio 
from the Allied States Assn. of ex- for the benefit of independent pro- 
‘hibs in the U. S. TOA takes in any “ucers and we have looked every- 
and all theatremen, while Allied Where to find somebody who was 
excludes the circuits affiliated with P¥epared to go in. : 
major producers. Abeles said that Warners’ origi- 

nal plan was to produce two or 
Also on the agenda of the con- three major pictures at Teddington, 
hoy po A —— Sa ; be but that had been changed by the 

° , i ‘new 45% quota. Latter, he de- 
exhibs vociferously object, and clared, called for quickies, not qual- 
Rank’s new rental terms of a 35% ity production. Abeles is now dis- 


Walter Winchell, a pal of the 
late Damon Runyon, will narrate 
the opening sequence of Para- 
mount’s “Sorrowful Jones,” based 
on a Runyon story. 

Salary for the narration will be 
turned over to the Runyon Cancer 


“Israel Reborn,” one-reel docu- features. 
mentary produced by Palestine; An easing of these terms may 
Films, Inc., is to be distributed come about as the result of a din- 
throughout the U. S. by 20th-Fox. ner meeting held between Rank | 
Norman Lourie and Joseph | and CEA toppers last Thursday (1). 


to 55% sliding scale on all first cussing the future program with 


WB production chief Warner, while 
latter is in London. 

Meanwhile, adverse reaction 
came fast. Some 200 film workers 
at Teddington complained to J. 





Fund. outfit. 





Krumgoid head the Palestinian |It is understood the British film Harold Wilson, president of the 


chief is somewhat taken aback at Board of Trade, that the shutdowa 
the strength of exhib protest to|came from “high executives in 
his new terms and his stand on the Hollywood” forcing Warners to 
quota. As a result, reports have it, Make the move. Wilson was re- 
Rank may be preparing to an- | quested to do something about the 


Thought spreading in the Amer- 
_ican picture industry is that Brit- 
|ain's current “‘get-tough-with- 
Hollywood” policy results from a 
change of thinking on its own pro- 
duction potentialities. England, it 
is believed, has come to the con- 
clusion that it can’t make a go of 
|its films in the international field, 
|and has turned to getting the max- 
imum out of the home market to 
build up its picture industry. 

Immediately following the war, 
when Britain started its big search 
for new sources of foreign ex- 
change, the idea of sending films 
abroad was looked on as a bonanza. 
The government, using J. Arthur 
Rank as virtually “a chosen instru- 
ment,” aided him in buying thea- 
tres abroad and developing his 
production capacity to crack the in- 
ternational market. 

Rank specifically designed pic- 
|tures at heavy budgets to attract 
foreign dollars. Tremendous sums 
/ were spent on such films as “Caesar 
‘and Cleopatra” and “Henry V.” 
| They obviously cost far more than 
‘could be recouped from Britain's 





H'weod Sees a New Tack in British 
+ — e (the time he meets with the CEA) 

Re R general council July 14 for a full | 

aSOning as eg | and formal statement on the quota 


nounce a lower scale of rentals by | 





‘and terms. 


came tq this conclusion, it is be-| Last week’s session was re- 
lieved, some months ago. It was Strained, but bitter. The general 
decided, therefore, that budgets council gathering will likely be 
should be cut, the American indus- |More of a gloves-off affair, since | 
try should be pushed out of Britain | questioning of Rank by members 
progressively as the British indus- | from the floor will be permitted 
try grew able to take care of thea- | and newspapermen will be present. | 
tre needs, and an effort should be 

made to make home studios self- 


sufficient on the home market, ALLPORT, CHRIS REP U | 


— would also save dollars spent 
on erican pix. 
Conclusion was drawn that pro- ON ANGLO FILMS TREATY 


ducing rm pa ayrser arg foreign London, July 6. 
consumption was wasteful, in that iti 
just as many hits for overseas au- is ae ys ethage ny “foatinated | 
diences could be turned out by | their appointees last week to the 
mere chance, if a decent amount control committee set up under 
of effort was put into making films the Anglo-American films pact. | 
that were attractive to domestic | Final questions on interpretation | 
(Continued on page 14) of the agreement will be up to. 
this committee, with the British | 
Board of Trade retaining the cru- | 
cial vote in any split. 

Britain’s nominees are R. G. 
Somervell, of the Board of Trade, | 
and P. S. Milner Barry, of the 
Treasury. American members are 
Fayette W. Allport, representative 





! 





Jack’ Weniis 


stresses the 
Difference in Comedy 


“grave difficulties” resulting from 
the action. 


U WINS 1ST ROUND IN 
FELDMAN ‘BLOOD’ FIGHT 


Los Angeles, July 6. 

Universal won the first round 
in the $1,000,000 damage suit filed 
by Charles K. Feldman Group 
Productions. Action involves screen 
rights to the novel, “Kiss the Blood 
Off My Hands,” produced by Nor- 
ma Productions for Universal re- 
lease under the title “The Un- 
afraid.” Judge Barnes in superior 
court sustained Universal and gave 
the Feldman Group 10 days to 
amend its complaint. 

Named as co-defendants with 
Universal are Norma Productions, 
Burt Lancaster, Joan Fontaine, 
Gerald Butler, Richard Vernon, 
Harold Hecht, Allan Collins, Phil 
Berg-Bert Allenberg, Inc., and 
Eagle Lion of New York. 


Directors Seek Ad 
Credit Under Contract 


*Hollywood, July 6. 








5,000 theatres, with the aim of get- Between Radio and TV 


‘ting profits out of the United . 
States, Canada, Latin America) 
and other foreign territories. 
Most of these pictures, designed 
specifically for the foreign field, 
proved red ink garnerers. Rank 
discovered that fighting Hollywood 
supremacy abroad, _ established 
‘after many years, looked much 
|easier than it was. Jt turned out a 
rather unprofitable venture. 
Bear Dewn en Local Biz 


en editorial feature in 
VARIETY 8 
3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 
NUMBER 


out soon 


~ 














’ Rank and the British government 





of the Motion Picture Assn. of| Screen directors will get more 
America in Britain, and T. Chris, Publicity under the new agreement 
London manager of the Bank of currently under discussion by rep- 
America. resentatives of the guild 4 a 
major producers. Clause in the 
Sehcdes.« ve ps ~ oe of T. contract calls for director credit in 
oe ry € com-' all advertising controlled by the 
° | rodu rs, 

John McCarthy, associate chief | segiainen ond. ie plug. agg 
of the MPAA’s international de-| Still in the debating stage is the 
partment, who had been here tem- | right of the director to present his 
Sn eg ge ee 

ay | i slat r July 9, W 
Chris is due here from New York 'Mabel Willebrandt, SDG attorney 

next week. iis due from Washington. 
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‘Video Bankrollers 


2 Years Behind, 


Aver Newsreelers; Chary of Big Nut 





Newsreel units of major film ¢ 


companies, on the prowl for many 
months for national sponsors to 
bankroll television program tieups, 
are new reluctantly concluding 
that “there ain’t no such animal” 
—ai least ready to guarantee the 
hefty minimum required to make 
a newsreel pay. The question being 
asked increasingly is whether there 


is only one Camels in the whole | 


of the U. S. hat sponsor is back- 


ing the Fox Movietonews tele se- | 


ries over NBC. 
Three newsreel outfits—Warner 


Bros.—Pathe, Paramount and Uni-- | 
versal—have now failed to come | 


up with a sponsor, although they 


have hunted for one without letup. | 


Warners and Universal are each 
asking $8,000 weekly for a package 
of five issues weekly, it is under- 
stood. Paramount wants to get out 
one or two issues per stanza at a 
charge of $250,000-$300,000 yearly. 
None of the trio is ‘willing to 
take a substantial loss to break 
into the field. Their computations 
indicate that at present asking 
prices only a small profit can be 
dredged if the minimum is met. 
On that point, it is noted that 
Movietonews has an added weekly 
expense of $7,300 to meet because 
of its NBC-Camels commitment. 
But Balk at Big Coin 
Shopping among the sponsors, 
the reels have gotten more than 
one rise out of large companies, 
execs say. However, when it 


comes to talking dollars-and-cents, | 
the inevitable result has been a /! 


sharp shying away on _ price. 
Among those exiting on that score 
(Continued on page 47) 





| 
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Call the Cops 


Trenton, July 6. 

A new form of bounty has 
sprung up in New Jersey 
quietly fostered by one of the 
largest and best known cir- 
cuits in the state. That thea- 
tre chain, highly sensitive 
over 16m theatrical perform- 
ances which crop up at fre- 
quent intervals, is paying $5 
| per report to policemen who 
| spot and turn in information 
on bookings of narrow-gauge 
shows in halls, stores or other 
public places. 

All the copper has to do is 
give time and place to the 
nearest of the circuit’s theatres 
and the five-spot is forthcom- 
ing from the manager. Chain 
is thus able to keep a pretty 
thorough check on 16m opera- 
tions to confront the wayward 
distrib. 


No Test Case (As 
Yet) on N.Y.Par's 


News Telecasts 








Possibility of an early test case 
to determine whether a theatre has 
‘the right to pick up a regularly 
_scheduled television program for 
theatre TV vanished last week 
when the tele broadcasters’ pool 
committee decided not to take 


PIX DISTRIB VIA THEAT 


RE TV 





SKNIIRAS MULLING Chas. Skouras’ $1,500,000 Bonuses Ete, 


7% 





TS POSSIBILITIES Held Up Pending Suit Settlements 


Washington, July 6. 
| Theatre television may offer the 
| film industry a revolutionary new 
i'method of print distribution by 
'making it possible to transmit a 
'complete film program to thou- 
sands of theatres throughout the 
country from one central point. 
That possibility was brought to 
light here last week by 20th prexy 


fered to the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission during hearings 
for the San Francisco tele chan- 
nels, for which 20th is one of five 
applicants. During cross-examina- 
tion, CBS counsel Judge Samuel 
Rosenman, who was trying to prove 
that 20th was interested in theatre 
tele to offset boxoffice inroads 
made by major sports events, 
questioned Skouras about the pos- 
sibility of film distributors via the- 
atre TV. Skouras answered it may 
aid distribution by getting - films 
out to the public earlier than is 
the case today. 

Skouras noted, however, that he 
doesnt’ think it’s possible to serv- 
ice all theatres in the country with 
feature film fare via theatre tele. 


| point, it’s believed he was referring 
| to the fact that all theatres oper- 
ating under the system would be 
forced to esiablish identical pro- 
gram schedules. That difficulty 
has often been offered as proof 


other film industry crystal-gazers 
believe it can be licked. 

Advantage i distributing pix to 
theatres electronically would not 
lie in the savings in print costs, it’s 
believed, but in the savings effect- 
ed in labor of personnel that cur- 
rently handle pix at the various 


Spyros Skouras in testimony of- | 





Although he didn’t expand on that | 


that the idea is not feasible, but | 


* Some $1,500,000 in bonuses and 
| extra compensation due Charles P. 
Skouras, head of National Thea- 
tres, from 20th-Fox in the past two 
years has been held up by 20th’s 
board because of minority 
stockholder actions, company now 
discloses. Under a proposed settle- 
ment of these suits, that sum will 
exceed by a little the amount which 
Skouras must kick back to the 
company out of $6,000,000 in prof- 
its which Skouras and his aides 
Frank (Rick) Ricketson, Jr., Elmer 
C. Rhoden and Harold J. Fitz- 
gerald netted in a stock transac- 
tion. 

Bonuses of approximately $120,- 
000 each to Rhoden and Ricketson 
have also been halted by the 20th 
board for the same reason. Skouras’ 
extra pay in 1947 on his profit- 
sharing contract with 20th amount- 
ed to $653,543, company has dis- 
closed. His 1946 bonus was ap- 
proximately $850,000. 

Rhoden earned $63,683 in added 
coin during 1947. Ricketson’s take 
was $58,663. No other bonuses or 
shares in profits exceeding $30,000 

ere paid by 20th during the year. 

In addition to the frozen bonus- 
es, Skouras received a basic pay of 
$155,200 which gives him total 


Dtth-Fox Cuts 
Overhead 10% potential earnings of $788,743, 


In 1946, 
_Skouras earned $985,300 (includ- 
ves ; ‘ ing the $850,000 bonus yet unpaid) 


Koegel’s Fancy Fees 

Probably the top-paid legal- 
ite in the film industry is Otto 
E. Koegel, general counsel to 
20th-Fox. Koegel, a member 
of the law firm of Dwight, 
Harris, Koegel & Caskey, was 
paid $65,000 during 1947 by 
the film company. That’s only 
a starter, however, since his 
firm also received $159,000 as 
regular compensation for its 
services and another $50,000 
for handling 20th’s end of anti- 
trust litigation. 

Koegel’s personal pay was 
handed to him because he “‘has 
been separately employed as 
chief counsel with an office in 
the company,” 20th report 
states. Only other legal fee 
listed is $57,500 given Alfred 
Wright, studio counsel. 











to give him top earnings rank in 
the country (See story on page 2). 


Economies directed to its pay- : . 
roll in 1947 after the British ad- Xhoden’s basic fae 


valorem tax lopped foreign pix | 

revenues saved 20th-Fox a total of Aa sane sg ae aatiee 
$1,386,195 and reduced its over-| hearings in August. If oka ed. four 
head on top studio and homeoffice | wp pigsies will probably have thete 


|employees by over 10%, it has now 
been learned. On all execs and 
studio aides and technicians receiv- 


| bonuses cleared by the board. Un- 
der the settlement, Skouras’ extra 
compensation is limited to a ceil- 


‘action against the Broadway Para- 
| mount theatre for its unsanctioned 


N. J. Allied Hops Onto 
|pickup of a program from the Re- 

Berger Peace Plan To |publican national convention. 
. ' Par is apparently to be given an- 
Gripe on 20th sTV Deals other chance. In a statement is- 
While National Allied and a sued by the committee following a 
number of its local units studied | general meeting last Friday (2) in 
the possibilities of launching the New York,.it was stated: “The 
Bennie Berger-Andy Smith, Jr. committee, which was formed for 
(20th-Fox) conciliation plan on a jthe sole purpose of enabling all 
cross-country basis, New Jersey television broadcasting stations to 
Allied is the first to tag along with | broadcast the proceedings of the 
North Central Allied, Berger’s own | major political conventions, voted 
unit. Jersey group will set up com- | to advise Paramount that it will 
mittee at its next membership take whatever steps may be neces- 


meet, slated within several weeks, | sary to prevent a reoccurance dur- 
to dicker with 20th for establish- ing the forthcoming Democratic 


|'exchange centers. System would 
also result in a considerable sav- 
ings for exhibs in transportation 
charges. Thus, once an exhib paid 
off the initial investment of install- 
jing theatre tele equipment, he 
| would be able to operate his the- 
; atre with far less expense. . 
Joe Louis Fight Proved It 
Fact that the system is technic- 
ally feasitie was proved by 20th 
with its intercity telecast of the 
Louis-Walcott fight two weeks ago, 
when it beamed the fight pictures 
from the Yankee Stadium, N. Y., to 
the Fox theatre, Philadelphia. Ex- 
perimental equipment used for the 


(Continued on page 18) 


ing over $20,000 annually, 20th 
reduced its wage nut from $14,636,- 
141 in 1946 to $13,249,946 in ’47. 
Company, moreover, succeeded 
in whittling its high-echelon help 


|ing of $360,000. 





yearly in '46) to 217 in the year 


Actions attacked a pact, ap- 
proved by the stockholders, which 
permitted the purchase and resale 
from 248 (receiving over $20,000 by the quartet of 20% of N17 k. 


following. At the same time, sal- 
aries paid to officers and directors 
were a shade down in 1947, hitting 
$1,263,051 against $1,285,191 in ’46. 

Disclosure by 20th of its payroll 
reductions plays up the fact that 
the industry generally hit top em- 
ployees hard in its 1947 drive to 
/ cut the overhead. Paramount, in a 
‘report several weeks ago, showed 
a reduction of $3,593,449 in the nut 


Weshner Sets Up Rump 
‘3d N.Y. Circuit’ of 14 
: Indies to Play ‘Circle’ 


the New York metropolitan. area 
to compete with RKO and Loew’s 


ing the peace plan in its sector. 


Jerseyite Allied members want |headed by J. R. Poppele, prez of the 


to pop the question of television 
to Smith, distribution head of 20th, 
as the first gripe to be ironed. | 
Tele doesn’t pose much of prob-| 
lem, as yet, in Minneapolis, where | 


the plan is getting its starter, but show from the Demo conclave, of the Ralle United Motion Picture | 
is considered of top importance_ which tees off in Philly July 12, it’s |Co., reveals that a large picture and 


national convention.” Committee is 


Television Broadcasters Assn. and 
engineering veepee of WOR, N.Y. 
What stand Par will take TOW | 
hasn't been determined. If it does) 
plan to repeat its action by using a | 








Map San Antonio Studio 


which it must meet for the $20,000 Will get something of a tryout with 


and over-bracket. Par’s move 
resulted in 51 high-bracketed em- 


° ployees being pink-slipped. 
saa! elas th gd ih Surprisingly, peak compensation 
an onio, July 6. 


for the year was grabbed off by 
Ralph A. Ralle, production chief (Continued on page 18) 








to Jersey exhibs. Latter feel that believed that no publicity will be television studio will be construct- | a 
the Fox Movietonews deal with | given the move until shortly before eq here. The project will be | F M RELIGHTS ST. LOUIS 


Camels and NBC, which has result- | program time, in order to forestall | financed jointly by local and Hol- | 
ed in the film company feeding any complaints from the commit-|}ywood interests. HOUSE AFTER GRIP TIFF 


video stations five-per-week news- 
reel clips has crected unfair com- 
petition with local theatres. | 
have been such giant industries as | 
General Motors and Liggett & 
Myers (Chesterfields). 

The one result of all the bar-— 
gaining is a conclusion by film 


(Continued on page 39) 





INTERSTATE TURNS BACK 


16 PARTNERED HOUSES 


The Interstate circuit has turned | 


Designed by Gordon M: Smith, | 
local architect, the air-conditioned | 


structure will house modern tech- Corp. last week relighted its St. 
nical equipment for the production | cae a js guecaine he midtown 


St. Louis, June 6. 


the unique release in the territory 
of United Artists’ “Vicious Circle.” 
Picture will play 14 indie houses 
day-and-date under a plan devised 
by David E. Weshner, sales rep for 





' 
' 


} 


| 


|the keys. 


W. Lee Wilder, the producer. 
Weshner was unable to get a deal 
from RKO or Loew’s unless he 
agreed to play initially a Broadway 
first-run. Since the heavy adver- 
tising expense necessary for a 
Broadway opening frequently 
leaves the producer with a net loss 


The Fanchon & Marco Service °" Such a run, Weshner sought to 


avoid it with the day-and-dates in 
RKO and Loew’s both 


of pix. The facilities will be made that was shuttered since last April ,9!xed the idea. 
available, on a rental basis, to in- fojiowing a tiff with the Stage- | 


dependent and major film pro-| hands’ Union, Local No. 6, over the 
ducers. The proposed building will number of grippers to be employed 


biggies that th: picture companies | hack 16 theatres operated in joint |house a modern film-processing | at the house. Under the new pact 


are two years ahead of television, 
commercially speaking. The video | 
market isn’t big enough yet. to 
warrant footing the bill for a size- 
able film package either in the | 
form of newsreels or feature pix, | 
it’s said. 

While plenty of small outfits are 

(Continued on page 16) 


P-T Shifts to A’s Has 


Par Hunting Indies 


Hollywood, July 6. ; 

Switch of Pine-Thomas from mg 
to “A” production has caused a 
change of policy at Paramount, 
where financing and releases are 
being extended to outside pro- 
ducers for the first time in recent 
rr iensel for the shift is the ne- 
cessity of filling the gap left by 
Pine-Thomas. That unit made 52 
pictures in eight years at Para- 
mount, and will now make only 


three per year. 





deals with independent operators, | 
in the start of the circuit’s plan to | 
clean house in line with the spirit 
and intent of the recent Supreme | 
Court decision. Other similar dis- | 


positions of minority arrangements | 


‘are anticipated. 


Paramount, principal defendant 
in the New York equity suit, has | 
50° of Interstate through its, 


ownership of all B stock in the! 
circuit. 


Karl Hoblitzelle, prez of | 
the circuit, and his associates own | 


‘the A stock, including the other | 


half interest and management of | 
the circuit. 

The houses returned and their | 
operators are Rivoli and Strand, | 
Waco, to Abe Levy; Rivoli and 
Palace, San Benito, to Ed Brady; 
Arcadia.and Columbia, Ranger, to | 
B. E. Garner; Texan, Iris and Ritz, | 


laboratory, wardrobe 
sound studios, two swimming pools 
and complete sets for interior will employ two grippers on a 
shooting. bee policy of from 6 p.m. to mid- 


Thesps Set Telepic Firm 


Hollywood, July 6. 





{four on Saturday and Sunday, 
'when the house will open at noon 
‘and run through midnight. The 


| 


i 


Dates were then set for the 14 
indie houses, of which a few belong 
to each of the non-affiliated chains 
in the metropolitan area. Each 


gen. mgr. of F&M, the St. Louis %48ement, with some of the con- 


(Continued on page 16) 





night, Monday through Friday, and | Gamble Gamboling Before 


TOA Annual Convention 


With his chores as campaign 


Art Smith Television Co. has local demanded that a fifth gripper | manager for Harold Stassen at the 


been incorporated by the actor and be employed on Saturday and 
several other thesps. Capitalized at Sunday. 
$50,000, outfit will turn out series | 
of 10 quarter-hour shorts based on pers on Saturday and Sunday had 
various one-act plays and sketches been the policy at the: house for 
staged at Actors Lab. John Garfield | Seven years, until two years ago, 
is reported a heavy backer. | when the house began operating on 
Smith will direct series, to be |a seven-day policy. It then added 
made at Nassour Studios under the fifth man but discharged him 


‘supervision of Jack Stewart. At-| when the five-day week was in- 
‘torney Robert W. Gilbert handled | augurated.- The St. Louis, for the 


incorporation proceedings. ‘time being will be operated as a 





The employment of four grip-— ? 
America, planed to Portland, Ore., 





Philadelphia Republican conven- 
tion behind him, Ted Gamble, 
prexy ot Theatre Owners of 


his home town, yesterday (Tues.). 
Gamble will spend two weeks of a 
combo vacation and business in 
Portland and then return te his 
New York office for work on the 
forthcoming TOA annual conven- 
tion. 

Actual convention arrangements 


'second-run house with an admish | will be made by Gael Sullivan, 


Houston, to Horwitz Texan Thea- | 
tres; Lamar, Paris, to C. J. Mussel- | levision new 

man, and Palace, Uptown, Star, | Other Py Sati 
Highland, Harlandale and Prince, || P&9€S : 
‘to Eph Charninsky, San Antonio. 








| 








fee of 50c.-60c. instead of 50c.-75c.| TOA exec director; Robert Coyne, 
_ The new policy at the Missouri, retiring exec director; Herman 
‘another F&M house in midtown, is’ Levy, general counsel; Si Fabian 
‘the discontinuance of matinees on ‘and Gamble. It is to be held im 
Monday through Friday. ' Chicago starting Sept. 23. 








: : 
——— 
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Key Large 

Hollywood, July 3. 
Warner Bros. release of Jerry Wald pro- 
duction. Stars Humphrey Bogart, Edward 
4}, Robinson, Lauren Bacall; features Lionel 
Sarrymore, Claire Trevor, Thomas Gomez. 
irected by Jehn Huston, Sereenplay, 
Richard Brooks, John Huston; based on 
play by Maxwell Anderson; camera, Loe 

u 





Freund; music, Max Steiner; editor, 
Fehr. Tradeshown at Los Angeles, July 2, 
48. Running time, 100 MENS, 
Frank M’Cloud..........+- Humphrey Bogart 
Johnny Roceod....e++++- Edward G, Robinson 
Nora Temple......00-eeeeeee: Lauren Bacall 
ames Temple. ....eereees Lionel Barrymore 
eS Wore Claire Trevor 
urly OF FS etic Thomas Gomez 
SON isn tr hs connceceabrp esc ese Harry Lewis 
eputy Clyde Sawyer....-++-.. John Rodney 
AO) Bo Mare Lawrence 
ngel .. cbc ewsaswoep geet ..Dan Seymour 
On Wade... .ccececeroeces ..Monte Blue | 
TENcHMAN ...seeseeeeeees- William Haade | 
. \ Silver Heels 
Osceola Brogs...ce.esses ) Rodric Red Wing | 





A tense film thriller has been 
developed from Maxwell Ander- 
son’s play, “Key Largo.” It’s a 
hard-hitting gangster yarn with 
enough marquee weight in the star 

ames to kick it off strongly at 
he boxoffice. Emphasis is on ten- 
gion in the telling, and effective 

se of melodramatic mood has 
been used to point up the suspense 
or audience satisfaction. 

There are overtones of soapbox- 
ing on a better world but this is 

ever permitted to interfere with 

¢ plot, resulting in sturdy film 
fare for the meller fan. The An- 
derson play has been brought up 
o the postwar period by scripters 
chard Brooks and John Huston, 
making a disillusioned veteran and 
a vice lord represent present-day 
problems in winning the peace. 
As noted, that particular theme 
doesn't interfere with essential aim 
of telling a gangster yarn. 

Key West locale is an aid in 
stressing tension that carries 
through the plot. Atmosphere of 
the deadly, still heat of the keys, 
the threat of a hurricane and the 
menace of merciless gangsters 
make the suspense seem real, and 
Huston’s direction stresses the 
mood of anticipation. These ele- 

ents are further hammered home 
bs Jerry Wald’s production super- 
vision and the skilled use of tech- 
nical contributions. 

Humphrey Bogart is seen as a 
veteran, stopping off at Key Largo 
to visit the family af a buddy 
killed in the war. He finds the 
run-down hotel taken over by a 
poe of gangsters, who are wait- 
ng to exchange a load of counter- 
feit for real cash. Kept prisoners 
over a long day and night, during 
which a hurricane strikes, the best 

d the worst is brought out in 

e characters — fear, and the. 
strength that comes from it, to the 

ood, fear, and its weaknesses, for 
he evil. As the short span of 
peers come to a conclusion, Bogart 

a ent: love and a new purpose 

e. 
The excitement generated is 
uiet, seldom rambunctious or 
ambang, although there are mo- 
ments of high action. The per- 
ormances are of uniform excel- 
nce and go a long way towards 
estab credibility of the 
events. gart comes through 
with a solid performance. Edward 
G. Robinson has few omnes at por- 
pote bonny tigger racketeers and 
es his acter a standout. 
Lauren Bacall walks off with the 
straight assignment of a war 
widow, demonstrating ability to’ 
handle a character without a slink 
or a whistle. 


Lionel Barrymore shows up 
trongly as the hotel owner. Claire 
evor gets her teeth into role of 
faded gangster moll, a character 
with plenty of opportunity to dis- 
lay acting talent. Thomas Gomez, 
Lewis, Dan Seymour and 
William Haade make aé swell 
unch of hencemen for Robinson. 
ohn Rodney, deputy, Mare Law- 
rence, racketeer, and Monte Blue 
are among others rating mention. 
Effective use of actual locale 
‘ootage with studio-made scenes 
elps air of authenticity obtained 
by Wald’s production. The fine 
lensing by Karl Freund, special 
effects, score, art direction and 
settings are strong contributors to 
mood. Brog. 


Thunderhoof 
Hollywood, July 2. 


Columbia release of Ted Richmond pro- 
uction. Features Preston Foster, Ma 
tuart, William Bishop. Directed by Phil 
rison. Ortginal screenplay, Hal Smith; 
ded dialog, Kenneth Gamet; camera, 
enry Freulich; editor, Jerome Thoms. At 
antages, Hollywood, June 30, ‘48, Run- 
hing time, 76 MENS, 





ine Ms i +6 i 6d ade iee 3 Preston Foster 
YES AP ae vo ee Mary Stuart 
DW Ein cic ccceascveesccencs William Bishop 
GEE MORE 900 ki oo 0b0'0 ce tereens cde Himseif 





“Thunderhoof” attempts to be 
different from the usual supporting 
eature, and comes off rather well. 
sing small cast and outdoor locale, 
lot moves forward at an interest- 
pace, despite being overlength 

- for its release intentions. 
Story deals with three humans 
and how their characters are re- 


derness. Preston Foster dreams of 


| romance handled without convic- 





tion. Saddled by an all-powerful 


|for gold and ending happy rather 


establishing a horse ranch in Texas. 
His wife, ry Stuart, isn’t sure of 
her love for her husband, and Wil- 
liam Bishop is a weak re making 
a play for the wife. Trio presents 
strange contrasts in the horse hunt 
and there is excitement in the 
clashes—human, animal and na- 
ture. 

- Equine handling title role adds 
considerable color and action to the 
doings as the focal point around 
which characterizations are devel- 
oped. Also, he is responsible for 
the eventual saving of Foster and 
Miss Stuart after the death of 
Bishop. Plot line, in some ways, re- 
minds of “Treasure of Sierra Ma- 
dre,” with the horse substituting | 


“Key Largo” (WB). Potent 

angster melodrama with 
emohres Bogart, Edward G. 
Robin‘on. Lauren Bacall. 

“Thunderhoof” (Col). Pro- 
gram feature off the beaten 
path; okay supporter. 

“The Walls of Jericho” 
(20th). Drama of politics and 
love in early Kansas will need 
strong selling. Good cast 


names. 

“The Illegals” (Indie). Pow- 
erful documentary on _ the 
migration of Jewish d.p.’s 
from Europe to Palestine. _ 

“Village Teacher” (Artkino). 
Routine Soviet film with lim- 
ited prospects in foreign lan- 
guage houses. 





than ironic. 
Cast threesome gives individually 
good performances that help main- 








tain interest. The Ted Richmond | legals 
production is smooth and the out-| The I eg 

door setting has been filmed in) (DOCUMENTABY) 

sepia by Henry Freulich for an-| Mayer-Burstyn release ef Meyer coe 
other advantage. Phil Karison’s pty im cnaul “aiphen, Ber 


Wally Karveno-Pau- 
Run- 


direction has developed the charac- ounate. 
terizations strongly in the Hal 
Smith script. Outside of an awk-| 
ward length for double bill spot-| 
ting, “Thunderhoof” is a smart de-| “The Illegals,” a factual film de- 


parture rrom formula program fea- picting the exodus of Jewish dis- 


trand Hesse; ; 
| quin. Previewed N. Y., June 28, 48. 
ning time, 80 MINS. 





ture. Brog. | placed persons from Europe into 
ae Be ( 7 Ear TiC bal Palestine, packs a terrific wallop. 
The Walls of Jericho — This is an authentic documentary 


made out of the tragic experience 

Hollywood, July 3. | of real people in real situations. 

20th-Fox ‘release a Seer ee aco Whatever this pic’s commercial fate 
‘o yi ane arnell, | .,,; s49 : 4 PY 

a, rea eaaties Dateren Aae will be, it's certain to endure in 

Dvorak, Marjorie Rambean, Henry Hull, the historical record as a summa- 

Colleen Townsend, Barton MacLane, Griff tion of this era’s agony and hopes. 


Barnett, William Tracy, Art Baker. Direct- | ‘ 4 ‘ me 
ed by Jolin M. Stati. Sereenplay, Lamar | Like ‘“My Father’s House,” Meyer 


Trotti; based on novel by Paul Wellman; | Levin’s initial production, this film 


camera, Arthur Miller; editor, James B. | ,,; . é, . . 
Clark; music, Cyril Moekridge. Trade- | will receive a good reception in 
shown July 1, 48. Running time, 111 MINS. | Carefully selected situations in most 
Dave... ccocsccccessettecsseces Cornel Wilde | of the key cities. Heightened inter- 
ne + Handa Tarier | est in the Palestinian question may 
Tucker Wedge.......55. .. Birk Douglas — te appeal ye Boas + general 
I€..ssseeevererrerseesseees. Ann Dvorak | circles. However, the pic’s unre- 
Mrs. Dunham......,....Marjorie Rambeau | sage 
Jefferson Norman........+-.++: Henry Hull | Mitting sombreness and a few un- 
Marjorie Ransome........ Colleen Townsend | avoidable flaws in lighting and lens- 
Geotch MecCurdy..........+5 artcn MacLane | j i ; oy 
Fudge Hutto.....-ssccssseeees Griff Barnett | an bay probably cage ree 9 play 
Catlir GRIOR. 6 os 5 ds ccee ess William Tracy | es to a narrower hie an tne 
OE oss Chad menses Art Baker | film deserves. 
Tom Ransome........--+«. Frank Ferguson| The best thing about “The Ille- 
WGI cv cwiccosscicecbevcedes Ann Morrison | is” is that it h £ 
RI Hope Landin | $ais Ss at it never reaches tor 
Mrs. Mamsmmme....+..-»..++.,- Halen Brown |dramatic effects. Levin .and his 
Andy McAdam.............! Jorman Leav } : 
EG 5s sheds spn Whitford Kane | C@meramen ype re from Euro- 
| Ae eee J. Farrell MacDonald | pean newsreel outfits) simply fol- 
ee FT -Dick Rich | lowed the movements. of a group of 
Dr. Patterson. ....ccccsescsece Will Wright refugees and let the facts speak | 


While 





Miniature Reviews 


‘but capricious state censorship ap- 
|paratus, Soviet producers are ap- 
‘parently finding it healthier to deal 
| with “safe” ideas. 

| In externai production values, 
‘this offering is almost as slick as 
one of Hollywood's top items. Tech- 


i i i d in the full, 
nical finesse is foun “they don’t want controversial sub. 


| lighting, expert outdoor camera 


work, solid interiors and fine make-— : 
historical novels and they don’t 


'up effects. Accomplished physical 
‘setup, however, only serves to high- 
| light the pic’s mechanical heart. 

| Undramatic yarn is concerned 
'with the fictional biog of an ideal- 
istic young schoolteacher who 
‘leaves Moscow for a post in a Si- 
berian village. Her career begins 
| during the Czarist times and ranges 
| until the end of the second World 
| War. Her husband, first an under- 
ground revolutionist and then a 
political commissar, is killed in the 
| war but she is rewarded by the suc- 
‘cesses of her students. Growth of 
the village and world developments 
| during the teacher’s lifetime are 
'treated superficially with a crude 
| tooting of the Soviet horn. 

As the teacher, Vera Maretskaya 
'registers as a credible performer 
| who grows along with her role with 
la big lift from the makeup depart- 
'ment. Dmitri Sagal, as her hus- 
| band, is a typical storybook hero- 
| revolutionist. The children provide 
| the film’s most natural and likable 
| sequences. Herm. 


Historia De Una Mala 
Majer 
(The Stery of a Bad Woman) 
(ARGENTINE) 
tion. Directed by Luis Saslavsky. Stars 


| Dolores del Rie. Adapted from an Oscar 
Wilde play by Pedro Miguel Oblisado; 





camera, Alberto Etchebehere. At Ambassa- 
dor, Buenos Aires. Running time, 90 MENS, 
Miss Erlynne...............Dolores del Rie 
Lady Windermere.............Maria Duval 
BGG MSRM, 6. ..0600004 Francisco de Paula 
Lord Darlington........... Fernando Lamas 
Leora Windermere...........> Alberto Cloras 
DOUCMONE . cic ccoccticeccess AB B Aso 

This is an unusually careful 


| production for an Argentine-made 
|picture and every effort-has been 
made to live up to the prestige and 
marquee value of Dolores del Rio’s 


Pressure Groups 


Continued from page 3 





source material. It is partially the 
shibboleths imposed by the studios 


/on themselves, such as the fact 


that they don’t want war stories, 
jects, they don’t want costume or 
want “downbeat” yarns—those 


that are sad or depressing. 
Thus, economy, which has been 


| imposed with a vengeance by most 


Argentine Sono Film release and produc. | 


studios since the foreign situation 
became tense last summer, is only 
an indirect reason, according to 
the story eds, for the situation 
which presently finds Hollywood 
hungry for story properties. With 
shelves running dry of suitable 
material for next season’s produc- 
tion and none available from the 
usual sources, the perennial search 
by most companies for stories has 
become almost frantic. 
Economy the Basis 

Economy, of course, is the rea- 
son for avoiding costumers. They 
just cost too much to produce. It 
has nothing to do, however, with 
the avoidance of various other 
types of stories. Incidentally, what 
is in demand are mellers that can 
be adapted to the semi-documen- 
tary technique and comedies. 

Most of the story eds are of the 
opinion that prices of top novels 
and plays have not come down, de- 
spite the cry for economy. Ac- 
tually, there have been so few 
bought that there is no market and 
it is impossible to tell the status 
of prices. General feeling is, 
however, that should a topnotch 
property come along for which a 
couple studios had a real desire 
they'd bid up the price as high as 


, ever, 


' 
| 


The lack of quality material, in- 
cidentally, is anofher reason why 
the best-seller list is so free of 
film entanglements. Story editors 
claim that the crop of books dur- 
ing the years since the war has 
been inordinately poor. And what- 
ever there is of top quality, they 
Say contains subject matter which 


‘name, But even this isn’t enough | Hollywood won't touch now. 


“The Walls of Jericho” is a leis- 
urely screen drama of politics and 
love as practiced in Kansas early 
in the 20th century. Indications 
are that the boxoffice will be spot- 
ty. The Paul Wellman novel, from 
which film was adapted, has a num- 


ber of exploitable angles that can | 


be used to advantage in attracting 
the femmes. However, strong sell- 
ing is necessary. 


Characters are insufficiently es- | 


tablished to give audiences a clear 
insight into what makes them tick. 
Footage is — and the leisurely 
pace used by John M. Stahl’s di- 
rection makes for wavering inter- 
est. Players, within the limits of 
the treatment, are good, even add- 
ing a wallop to some of the more 
emotional scenes. Despite a num- 
ber of good points, overall effect 
of film is flat. 

Cornel Wilde and Anne Baxter 
are the principals around which 
the plot swings. He is a politically- 
minded country lawyer in love 


eloquently for themselves. 
| the film is full of sympathy for the 
| uprooted Jewish people, it scrupu- 
|lously avoids violent partisanship 
in stating their case. It only prop- 
agandizes for the right of peoples 
_to go freely to the land of their 
choosing. 

The narrative thread is picked 
|up in Poland where a young Jew- 
ish couple attempts to reconstruct 
their lives after being released 
from a Nazi labor camp. However, 
_the universal rubble and the after- 
|math of anti-Semitism, which is 
| sensitively suggested in the shrug 
of a Polish peasant’s shoulders, 
forces their decision to go to Pales- 
tine. They join a larger group of 
emigrants and begin their danger- 
ous underground trek across a con- 
tinent where, ironically, virtually 
everything has been shattered ex- 

cept the frontiers. 
he treatment of the final leg of 


Haifa is a brilliant piece of cam- 
era reportage. The crowding of 
women and children aboard the 





their journey via boat from Italy to | 


|to put the picture on a par with | Pressure Groups 
; | Real sensitivity to the pressure 
those of European or Hollywood | groups dates back to the J. Parnell 
studios. It’s U. S. appeal is small.| Thomas committee investigation 
Those of Oscar Wilde’s original | last fall of alleged Communism in 
lines which have been allowed to| the film colony. That was accom- 
‘remain in this very free adaptation | P@nied by such a fanfare that the 
lof his “Lady Windermere’s Fan” | Charges, although unproved, are 
are entirely lost because the actors | believed to have resulted in a con- 
haven’t mastered them. A great Siderable bite being taken out of 
deal of sentimental melodrama has | the boxoffice. Ever since, Holly- 
been added to the play, to explain | wood’s brass has been so busy try- 
Mrs. Erlynne’s past and show her | ing to prove that the picture in- 
as sacrificing her great love for; dustry is a _ right-living, right- 
Lord Arthur, in order to save her | thinking and right-producing com- 
daughter's happiness. In_ fact,| munity that they have gone far out 
maternal sacrifice is made the} of their way to offend no one— 
whole theme of the picture, with whether it be Thomas, the Catho- 
a finale different to that of the play, | lie Chureh, the Jews, the Negroes 
with Mrs. Erlynne selling her the Presbyterians, the American 
ents ae ed tifp ticular Lord Dental Society or the Institute of 
herself trom England, e ng sommayenen Plumbers of America. 
es at Ws te taacdedl dink oa ory eds claim that as a result 
§ and Un- | they have to fine-tooth-comb every 
derstandable in the role of Mrs./ prospective book or play so care- 

Erlynne, despite the studied artifi- | ¢)) ane Mp 
| fully they can find nothing that 


ciality of some of her poses. The | a 
Argentine cameramen are not. al- | — pass the test of all the “may 





with her, | tiny ship, the stiflling discomfort 
Miss Baxter is an attorney who | below deck, the fear of detection 
— that oe a ope xd as er mcg 
m is | mism e refugees are 

marriage toa drunken spouse. | drawn with poignant detail, Finally 
Chief political antagonist to Wilde | 4 British scouting plane flies over 
ie Lien armel) seaitions wile © Movitiah eraieors ove tententee ti, 
« u er, r ug- a in e tin 

las. Throwsh her wily, p Arne J | vessel to Haifa. At this ier. Brit. 
actohe, Mines ; Depeell, mangos {0 | snes at Cypeas ood Bet a aaa bo 

ea endships in e 
town, ruining reputations and best- | the film. The abrupt finish of the 


ways as kind to her as are the 
Mexicans, who are so much more 
skillful. Maria Duval is pleasing 
to the eye as Lady Windermere, 
and considering her previous thor- 
oughly ingenue roles, gives x quite 
surprisingly good performance. 
Alberto Closas, Spanish legit actor, 
is the performer who seems most 
easy in his part. Other players act 
pretty stiffly. There are moments 





They've had nowhere to 
turn, therefore, except to writers 
of originals, at whom a big pitch 
is now being aimed to tailor-make 
yarns for the screen. 
Originals Pay Off 

Many scriveners are chary of 
doing originals, because they've 
been approached before, only to 
have turned down whatever they 
wrote specifically for Hollywood. 





vealed during a hunt for a fabulous 
wild stallion in the Mexican wil- 


ing her opponent until the law of 
oe catch up with her in the 
end. 

As a Portia, Miss Baxter regis- 
ters in her courtroom plea to save 
a girl accused of murder and to 
clear her own reputation, fouled 
through machinations of Miss Dar- 
nell. Her love scenes with Wilde 
also are good. His character is the 
most oa motivated and, con- 
sequently, shows up strongly. Miss 
Darnell’s reasoning is not suffi- 
ciently established but she graces 
the one-sided character with per- 
sonal charm. Douglas works hard 


ry |as the publisher used by his wife 


for her own advantage. 


Ann Dvorak is seen as Wilde's 
wife and Marjorie Rambeau as the 
shrewish mother-in-law. Faring 
best among the featured players 
is Colleen Townsend, the young 
girl accused of murdering Barton 
MacLane, town bully. Griff Bar- 
nett, Art Baker, Frank Ferguson 
and Whitford Kane are among oth- 
ers rating mention. ‘ 

Lamar Trotti produced from his 
own screenplay, faring better in 
supervision of physical values of 
the smalitown background than in 
the writing. Score is dotted with 
oldtime songs fitted to the era por- 
trayed and Arthur Miller’s ew 
raphy is topnotch, Tog. 


picture is a masked but powerful 
thrust at the British. 
vin’s bac und narration is 
tempered with judgment and re- 
straint. Despite many provocations 
in the material, Levin skirts the 
pitfalls of over-emotionalism and 
poetic flights, which generally 
sound phoney. Bits of dialog within 
the film are dubbed into English 
with uneven results. Recordings of 
the Jewish folk songs, however, are 
excellent and add importantly to 
the film’s hauntingly sad quality. 
Herm. 


Village Teacher 
(RUSSIAN) 


_Artkino release of Soyusdet production. 
Stars Vera Maretskaya. Directed by Mark 





Doonskoy. Screenplay, Maria Smirnova; 
camera, Sergei Uresevsky. Tradeshown 
N. Y., July 1, '48. Running time, 97 MINS, 
VERUUEEE, 50s on tpahoudee ds ap Vera Maretskaya 
BEOEUINOY. ccc ccndavatesecacnscs Dmitri Sagal 
WOROMGY . 6s dice a Bis ideal de Vassili Maruta 
School Watchman............ Pavel Olenev 
Gymnasium Principal........ Roman Platt 


‘i : ee Lepeshinsky 
Prov VOPONOV. .. 6600s Dmitri Paviov 

Sergey Tsigankov........++. Tolya Gonichev 
SPONGE civciedbececicdees Emma Balashova 





(In Russian; English Titles) 


“Village Teacher” is a mediocre 
film that will fare well only in the 
Russophile circuit. Pic is an over- 
long, sprawling and dull melange 
Of Soviet patriotism and “bourgois” 





when the picture drags unbeliev-| Story chiefs are hav a to 
ably, but relatively apecines it’s | time convincing the bene and as 
the noe turned out by local studios that this time the program's going 
pe bed ong rage Bd. ran at the Am- to be different. One of the things 
; of Leg six a —, | they are pointing to is the recent 
; case grosses for a ae | Success—and big money—obtained 
: | by Herman Wouk, author of last 
| year’s “Aurora Dawn” (unsold for 
the screen), in doing an original 
for 20th-Fox. 
Wouk came in with an idea for 
' which 20th immediately gave him 
| $5,000 as an option on the original 
“Il Flacre N. 18” (“Cab No. 13°) When he wrote it. Studio picked 
ee Pgh te gr of anata _up the option, giving him $50,000 
ette Leclerc, Vera Carmi, Leonardo Sor. for the yarn, and then sent him = 
tese, Roldano Lupi, Pierre Larquey, Ray- | to the Coast to do the screenplay 





Foreign Film Review 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 











mond 8B ieres. i io | 
Mattoll, Screenplay, Mattoll, Leo cat, | 108 another $25,000. He's now 
tezzo, Andre Hugon, Raoul Andre, | back east writing another original. 


Jacques Rastier, from novel by Navier| His initialer, labeled “Slattery’s 
de Montepin, (¢ fa, fe i ° e attery 
Europa and Galleria, hag we Me Hurricane,” is about the Navy's 
time, 135 MINS, weather research, which calls for 
planes to fly into the eye of hurri- 
Produced also in French version, ©@nes to see what makes them tick. 
this big-budgeted adaptation of| Only three books on the best- 
the dusty melodrama by Xavier de | S€ller list owned by picture com- 
Montepin is lacking in story inter- | panies are No. 8, “Bright Feather,” 
est. Lavish settings, gorgeous cos-| by Robert Wilder, which Para- 
tumes and outstanding lenswork | mount bought last December; No. 
can’t give life to puppet-like char-|9, “Raintree County,” by Ross 
eters and old-fashioned intrigue.| Lockridge, Jr., which Metro ac- 
pt, direction and acting don’t quired via its prize novel contest, 
—? much. Pic not a draw here,/ and No. 19, ‘Cry, the Beloved 
aoe hy elsewhere, except Country,” by Alan Paton, which 
can markets. Quat. | Sir Alexander Korda owns. 
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Sw er erTc wets & 


Were mighty proud of the brand new industry record for activity Universal- | 


International has lined up for July. There'll be four action-packed world 
premieres of four fine U-I pictures built strictly for box-office — “Tap 
Roots, “Man-Eater of Kumaon,” “Feudin’, Fussin’ and A-Fightin’” and 
“Mr. Peabody and the Mermaid.” 


Such activity calls for a maximum of promotion power, so we've built up 
our staff and put on a special field force to campaign these pictures in a 
manner that will guarantee you tremendous national. publicity penetra- 
tion as well as pre-tested promotions to cash in on when you play these 
attractions: 


There'll be no summer doldrums this year for U-! 


exhibitors! Just turn the page and you'll find four solid 
reasons why you always... . 
































Perea sapere = Te 


Wednesday, July 7, 194g 
& 





——— 








SABU- JOANNE PAGE 


|. AS “WARAIN” AS “LALI" 


> WENDEL COREY 


AS THE HUNTER 


owt MORRIS CARNOVSKY 






sc BYRON HASKIN «toc» MONTY SHAFF sma ws FRANK P. ROSENBERG "eum 







f Universal- 
International 
presents 


DONALD OCONN 


MA ‘WPA KETTLE OF “THE EGG AND I” 


- MARJORIE MAI 
PERCY KILBRID 


Together Again/ 





The Tri-State Circuit gets this one, teeing 
off in Des Moines and Omaha on July 8 
with fun, hilarity and plenty of space- 
grabbing stunts surrounding personal ap- 
pearances by Marjorie Main, Penny Ed- 
wards and Joe Besser. 

Watch the grosses on this one as it plays 
the circuit in Sioux City, Waterloo, Grand 
Rapids, Davenport, Rock Island and Mo- 
line and then continues on to Minneapolis, 


Milwaukee, Indianapolis and all around 
the Mid-West. 











- with PENNY EDWARDS - JOE BESSER 


Screenplay by D.D. BEAUCHAMP from his Collier's Magazine Story ; 
Directed by GEORGE SHERMAN - Produced by LEONARD GOLDSTEIN 
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IRENE HERVEY 
ANDREA KING 
CLINTON SUNDBERG 


Screenplay by NUNNALLY JOHNSON 


’ From the novel “Peabody's Mermaid” 
by Guy and Constance Jones 


Directed by 


IRVING PICHEL, 


Associate Producer, Gene Fowler, Je. 





































Timed to share headlines with the Demo- 
cratic National Convention, “Tap Roots” pre- 
mieres at the Goldman Theatre in spotlighted 
Philadelphia on July 14, spearheading day- 
and-date regional kick-offs in Atlantic City, 
Allentown, Bethlehem, Harrisburg, Reading, 
Ocean City, Easton, Lancaster, York and Wil. 
mington. 

Hollywood stars brought in from the studio 
for personal appearances! Full page newspaper 
ads and complete ovtdoor coverage! National 
radio hook-ups inciuding ABC's “Go fer the 
House,”’ NBC’s “Supper Club” show and Mu- 
tual’s “‘Heart’s Desire’ program! Comprehen- 
sive national magazine and newspaper co- 
operative ad tie-ups with Chesterfield, General 
Electric and Lux! 

More than a thousand newspaper, radio and 
television reporters and commentators cover; 
ing the Convention will have their eyes—and 
their pencils—on “Tap Roots.” 














UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL presents 









Lots of publicity will be garnered in Atlantic City when the 
judges select the ‘‘Mermaid of the Year” as the wind-up of 
activities for the world premiere of “Mr. Peabody and the 
Mermaid” at the Hollywood Theatre on July 28. Full national 
network coverage is pre-selling this picture to millions of radio 
listeners via such programs as the CBS “‘House Party” show 
to find the “most unusual fish story”; Mutual’s “Bride and 
Groom” program to select “the ideal honeymoon couple"; 
and Mutval’s ‘‘Queen for a Day” ‘program to crown a “‘Mer- 
maid Bathing Queen.” 
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‘Street’ 2d Paves Golden 4G in LA, 
Fuller’ 2d Mops $34,000, ‘Berlin’ 36146, 
‘Hazard Tame 246, ‘Search’ $8,000 


Los Angeles, July 6. 

Long holiday weekend failed to 
give firstruns a boost as outdoor 
weather lured customers away. 
Holdovers are also helping to keep 

rosses mild with few exceptions. 
ost attention: is going to “The 
Search,” which looks great in first 
week at the smallseater Four Star. 

“The Street With No Name” is 
pulling big in five situations, as is 
‘Fuller Brush Man” in two. “Haz- 
ard” is thin in two houses but “Ber- 
lin Express” is sighting good biz 
in five theatres. Boxoffice is good 
in outlying houses but only medium 
in downtown area, — 

Estimates for This Week 

Belment (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Berlin Express” (RKO) and “Stage 
Struck” (Mono). Nice $4,500. Last 
week, “Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and 
“French Leave” (Mono), slim $2,- 
500. . 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—“On Our 
Merry Way” (UA) (4th wk). Fair 
$2,000. Last week, nice $3,000. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—“‘Street’ No Name” (20th) and 
“Here Comes Trouble” (UA) (2d 


wk.). Mild $7,000. Last week, good , $ 


$9,300 but below hopes. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)——“‘Street No Name” (20th) 
and “Here Comes Trouble” (UA) 
(2d wk). Neat $11,000. Last week, 
not up to hopes but good $15,600. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Berlin Express” (RKO) and “Stage 
Struck” (Mono). Good $5,000. Last 
week, “Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and 
“French Leave” (Mono), thin $2,- 
700. 

Downtown ‘WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) (2d 
wk). Poor $6,500. Last week, 
sagged after fast weekend, only 
mild $14,000. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1)—‘“Merry Way” 
(UA) (4th wk). Slender $4,000. Last 
week, light $6,200. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Pirate” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay $8,- 
000. Last week, good $12,700. 

El Rey (F WC) (861; 60-$1)—“Ber- 
lin Express” (RKO) and “Stage 
Siruck” (Mono). Brisk $6,000. Last 
week, “Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and 
“French Leave” (Mono), $3,600. 

Esquire ‘Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘“The Brothers” (U). Oke $2,500. 
Last week, “Corridor Mirrors” (U) 
(3d wk), $1,700. 

Four Star ‘(UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—* The Search” (M-G). Sturdy $8,- 
000. Last week, “Lost One” (Col) 
(5th wk-4 davs), $1,800. 


.. Sulla. (EWC) (968; 60-$1)—“Up 


in Central Park” (U) and “Devil’s 
Cargo” (FC) (2d wk-4 days). Sour 
$1500. Last week, dim $2,800. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,106; 
60-$1)—‘‘Merry Way” (UA) (4th 
wk). Poor $2,000. Last week, light 
$2.700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) (2d 
wk). Slow $6.500. Last week, be- 
low hopes at $12,200. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—“Merry Way” 
(UA) (4th wk). Mild*$1,500. Last 
week, neat $2.200. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“‘Central 
P. rk’ (UG) and “Devil’s Cargo” (FC) 
(24 wk-4 days). Tired $2,000. Last 
week, slim $3,300. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—‘“Die 
F‘cdermaus” (Indie). Moderate $2.- 
500. Last week, “Jenny Lamour” 


-(Indie) (3d wk), $1,700. 


Loew’s State (Loew’s-WC) (2,404; 
60-$1)—“‘Street No Name” (20th) 
and “Here Comes Trouble” (UA) 
(2d wk). Fast $22,000. Last week, 
socko $33,200. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“‘Pirate’ M-G) (2d wk). 
Light $12,000. Last week, medium 


$19.200. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)— 
“Street No Name” (20th) and “Here 
Comes Trouble” (UA) (2d wk). 
Okay $6,500. Last week, good 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2.210; 


(RKO) 
Me- 


60-$1)—"Berlin Express” 
and “Stage Struck” (Mono). 


dium $15,000. Last week, “Hatter’s | $5 


Castle” (Par) and “French Leave” 
(Mono), mild $9,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Thunderhagt” (Col) (3d wk). 
Smart $17,000. Last week, bright 
$22.600. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Hazard” (Par) and “Waterfront 
at Midnight” (Par). Dull $14,000. 
Last week, “Emperor Waltz” (Par) 
(5th wk), finaled with $9,700. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)—“Hazard” (Par) and 
“Watertront at Midnight” (Par). 
Mild $10,000. Last week, “Eniperor 








Satisfactory $3,500. Excellent 
$5,000 in opener. 

Broadway -Capitol ‘(United-De- 
troit) ‘3,300; 70-95) — “Flowing 





Waltz” (Par) (5th wk). Finished 
long run at smart $9,000. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
80)—"‘Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Thunderhoof’” (Col) (3d wk). 
Snappy $19,600. Last week, strong 

26,600, with Louis-Walcott fight 

Im an aid. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—“Cen- 
tral Park” (U) and “Devil's Cargo” 
(FC) (2d wk-4 days). Poor $3,500. 
Last week, modest $6,900. . 

Studie City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“Central Park’ (U) and “Devil’s 
Cargo” (FC) (2d wk-4 days). Slip- 
ping to $2,000. Last week, slim 


United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-$1) 
—‘Central Park” (U) and “Devil’s 
Cargo” (FC) (2d wk-4 days). Light 
$4,000. Last week, dull $8,500, 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
“Street No Name” (20th) and 
“Here Comes Trouble’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Good $7,500. Last week, 
slowed off to average $10,600. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—“Ber- 
lin Express” (RKO) and “Stage 
Struck” (Mone). Smooth $6,000. 
Last week, “Hatter’s Castle’ (Par) 
and “French Leave” (Mono), slight 
3,900. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Pirate” (M-G) (2d wk). Nice $8,- 
500. Last week, sturdy $14,200. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; .60-$1)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) (2d 
wk). Slim $6,500. Last week, failed 
to sustain opening pace, moderate 
$11,000. 


‘Lady -De Wolfe 
Hot $40,000, Det. 


Detroit, July 6. 
A complete change of film fare, 
excepting two holdovers, is giving 
Detroit a b.o. hypo despite the 
sultry nights that kept patrons out 
of film houses. Top draw in town 
is Billy DeWolfe’s stageshow at the 
Michigan with “River Lady.” “The 
Emperor Waltz” is runnerup while 
holdover “Homecoming” is. still 

good. Others show slight rises. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) ‘1,740; 70-95)— 
“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 





and “Bush Christmas” (U). Ex- 
cellent $10,000. Last week, ‘‘Let- 
ter Unknown Woman” (UI) and 


“Bad Sister” (U), so-so $7,000. 
Art Cinema (Marten) (459; 60-90) 
—"Father’s House” (Indie) (2d wk). 


Gold” (WB) and “God’s Country 
(Continued on page 14) 


ISLAND’ PEAK $18,000, 
‘DUNNE’ OKE 156, PROV. 


Providence, July 6. 
With sunny skies for a change, 
the long holiday weekend cut 
heavily into local take to give 
most houses below average. Tops, 
though so-so, is Loew's State’s “On 
An Island With You.’’ RKO Albee 
next with “Fighting Father Dunne.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 








“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 
“Arizona Ranger” (RKO). Fair 
$15,500. Last week “Bring ‘Em 
Back Alive” (RKO) (reissue) and 


“Heart of Virginia” (RKO). Also $2 


Louis-Walcott fight pics, okay $16,- 
ooo y$ 


Carlton (Fay) (1.400: 44-65)— 
“Wallflower” (WB) and “Old Los 


Fort Apache’ Heaps Big 
Wampum in Denver, 206 


Denver, July 6. 

“Fort Apache” shows no trouble 
in copping high money this week 
and holds at the Orpheum. “Em- 
peror Waltz” stays a third week at 
the Denham, and “Best Years of 
Our Lives” is also getting a third 
at the Broadway. “Carmen,” at 
the Aladdin, was pulled atter two 
days with ‘Fuller Brush Man” put 
back. ; 

Three Fox - Intermountain thea- 
tres upped their matinee prices for 
Eagle Lion’s “Canon City” which 
preemed here today (Tues.). Houses 
boosting the tab are the Para- 
mount, Webber and Aladdin. Film 
goes into 103 day-and-date book- 


ings in the territory tomorrow 
(Wed.). 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Carmen” (Indie). Pulled after 
two days. “Fuller Brush Man” 


(Col) put back. Fair $3,000. Last 
week, “Fuller” and “Port Said” 
(Col) (m.o.), fine $5,000. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
“Best Years of Our Lives’ (RKO) 
2d week. Big $12,000. Last week, 
solid $14,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 


—“Emperor Waitz” (Par), 2d week. 
Big $15,500. . Last week, record 
$24,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 


“All My Sons” (U) and “Curley” 
(UA), day-date with Esquire. Poor 
$12,000. Last week, “‘Letter from 
Unknown Woman” (U) and “Are 
You With It?” (U); same as Web- 
ber, fine $17,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—"‘All 
My Sons” (U) and “Curley” (UA), 
day-date with Denver. Poor $2,000. 
Last week, “Wihter Meeting” (WB) 
and “Woman in White” (WB), same 
as Paramount, poor $2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO). Big $20,- 
000. Last week, ‘Berlin Express” 
(RKO) and “Arizona Ranger” 
(RKO), tair $12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Bambi” (RKO) and “Inside Story” 
(Rep), day-date with Webber. Sad 
$8,000. Last week, “Winter Meet- 
ing” (WB) and “Woman in White” 
+ ale same as Esquire, fair $10,- 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74) —‘‘Fuller 


Brush Man” (Col) (m.o.). Fair 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Fugitive’ 
(RKO) and “Fabulous Joe’ (UA) 
(m.o.), poor $3,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)— 


“Bambi” (RKO) and “Inside Story” 
(Rep), day-date with Paramount. 
Poor $1,500. Last week, “Letter 
From Unknown Woman” (U) and 
“Are You With It” 
Denver, poor $2,000. 


Heat Wilting L’ville; 
‘Waltz’ Blooming 166, 
‘Island’ Mild $12,000 


Louisville, July 6. 
Protracted torrid spell is putting 
a crimp ‘in the b.o. currently. 
July 4, with its upped prices, is 
helping in some spots, but a gen- 
eral exodus from town over the 
long holiday weekend is counter- 
acting. “Emperor Waltz” at Kialto 
looks to grab top coin this week. 
Strand, with Louis-Walcott fight 
picture as adjunct to “Panhandle” 
and “Rocky,” is doing okay. 
Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1.200: 
45-65)—"'Give Regards Broadway” 
(20th) and “Counterfeiters” (20th) 
(2d wk). Medium $4,500. Last week, 
“Hazard” (Par) and “Mr. Reckless” 
(Par) (2d wk), light $3,000. 

: Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 30-40) 
‘Tycoon” (RKO) and “Are You 
With It” (U). Moderate $3.000.. Last 
week, “Sitting Pretty” (20th) and 
ae Meeting” (WB), fairish 





Mary Anderson (People’s (1,100; 
45-65)—“‘Romance on High Seas” 
(WB). Mild $4500. Last week, 
“Mating of Millie” (Col), modest 


Angeles” (Rep). Good $6.000. Last | $5,000 


week “Ruthless” (WB) and “Close- 
Up” (WB), nice $6,500. ’ 
Fay’s (Fay) (1.400; 44-65) — 
“Fighting 69th” (WB) and “Valley 
of Giants” (WB) (reissues). Slow- 
ing $5,500. Last week “Noose 
Hangs High” ‘EL) and “Assigned 
to aoe: (EL) (2d wk), good 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65)— 
“Give My Regards Broadway” 
(20th) and “13 Lead _ Soldiers” 
(20th), slow $12,000. Last week 
“Black Bart’ (U) and “Are You 
With It” (20th), sturdy $15.000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65)— 
“On Island With You” (M-G) and 
“Thunderhoof” (M-G). Fair $18.- | 
000. Last week “On Merry Way” 
iy and “Jassy’ ‘U), so-so $17,- 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44- 
St a “Valtz” (Pav). See- 
ond week opened Monday (5). First 
sesh sock $15,000. ° , 4 





National (Standard) (2.400: 45- 
65)—“Kansas” (Indie) and “Sun- 


|down” (Indie) (reissues). Medium 


$5,000. Last week, “Racketeers” 
(SG) and 
(reissues), light $4,600. 

Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)—“Em- 


peror Waltz” (Par). Sturdy $16,000. 


Last week, “Give Regards Broad-. 


way” (20th) and “Counterfeiters” 
(20th), neat $13,000 and m.o. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 
“On Island With You” (M-G) and 
“Blondie’s Reward” (Col). Mild 
$12,000. Last week, “B. F’s Daugh- 
ter” (M-G) and “Trapped Boston 
Blackie” (Col), slowish $11,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65) — 
“Panhandle” (Mono) and “Rocky” 
(Mono) plus 


tures. Nice $6,500. Last week, “I, | 
| Jane Doe” (Rep) and “Heart of 
with Louis-Wal- | 


Virginia” (Rep) 
cott pictures in for three days, oke 


(U), same ad 


“Call It Murder” (SG) | 


45-65)— | 


Louis-Walcott pic-' 


‘Emperor’ Sprightly at $28,000 
In Boston; ‘Island’ NG 29166 in 2 


Boston, July 6. 
Hub boxoffice continues to take 
it on the chin as _ population 
| trekked to mountains and beaches 
‘over July 4 weekend. But “Em- 
|peror Waltz” at the Met is doing 
| okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Jaycocks) (1,300; 40-80)— 
|“Coroner’s Creek” (Col).: Opened 





ee 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gress 
This Week .... .. $2,671,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 190 | 
theatres, chiefly first runs, ww | 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 





{Fri. Fair $5,500. Last week, ‘The 

— gay a1 oe | Search” (MG), mild $4,500 for third 
as yee S, | week. 

theatres). | Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80) — 


| “Tarzan and the Mermaids” (RKO) 
and “Argyle Secrets’ (FC). Fair 
$17,000. Last week, “Bring ’Em 
Back Alive” (RKO) and “Open Se- 


‘Street’ Fast 306 
a : |eret” (EL) moderate $16,000. 
° ° | Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75) — 
Phill “October Man” (EL). Mild $5.000, 
ging y Last week, “Jassy” (U) poor, 


$3,500. 
Fenway (M-P)~ (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Raw Deal” (EL) and “Song of My 


Heart” (AA). Mild $4,800. Last 





Philadelphia, July 6. | 


Perfect weather combined with | 


the July 4 weekend to send virtu- | be bs 
ally everybody out of town. Film| week, “Christmas Eve” (UA) and 


houses were off between 25-35 | “Big Punch” (WB). Poor $4,100. 
on Saturday and Sunday as a re- Memorial (RKO) (3,000: 40-20)— 
sult. “Up in Central Park” ‘(U-I) and 

Leaders in the current crop are| “Stage Struck” (Mono). Mild 
two newcomers, “The Street With} opening Monday (5). Last week, 
No Name” at the Fox, and “The|“Give My Regards to Broadway” 
Paradine Case,” at the Boyd, both | (20th) and “Cobra Strikes” strong 
of which are clocking up healthy | $28,000. 





grosses. . | Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40- 
Estimates for This Week |80)\—‘“‘Emperor Waltz” (Par) and 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—"The | “Big Town Scandal” (Par). Dr. 
Noose Hangs High” ‘EL). Sad $8- | I. Q. Monday nights. Neat $28.- 
000. Last week, “Ruthless” (EL),| 000. Last week, “The Crusades” 
mild $9,000 (2d wk). '(Par) and “Secret Service Investi- 

Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94) | gator” (Rep). Poor, $13,000. 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Tepid $4-| Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80) 
200. Last week, “Silver River” |—“On an Island With You” ‘MG) 
(WB), muddy $3,800. ‘and “Best Man Wins” (Col). Poor 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Para- | 18.000. Last week, “The Pirate” 
dine Case” (SRO). Nice $28,500.\(MG) and “Blondie’s Reward” 
sae) (2d we) fair $14,000. Wom- | (Col). Disappointing $19,000. 

WK), , le . 

Karle (WB) (2,700; 50-04)—"The|__Faramennt (M-F) (1,700; 4”) 
Pirate” (M-G). Fair $22,500. Last! (aay weir $B500. Lax 
week, “So This Is New York” (UA), —’ ore ~~ $8, A) ree 
weak at $18,000. week, Christmas Eve Ny and 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80)—“On 


With No Name” (20th). Healthy . 
$30,000. Last week, “Regards to #2 Island With You” (MG) and 
Broadway” (20th), off to $17,000. “Best Man Wins” (Col). Mild $11,- 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 500. Last week, “The Pirate” 
94)—“Island With You” (M-G).'‘MG) and “Secret Service Investi- 
Holding (3d wk) at good $19,500. Weak $11,000. 

Last week, fine $21,000. 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-94) 


—‘Summer Holiday” (2d wk). Dis- July 4 Lifts K.C.; ‘Waltz’ 


appointing $5,500. Last week, sad 


"Katie Gouanen oa; tau Smooth 196, ‘sland’ 186 


| —‘‘Regards to Broadway” (20th). : : 
Dull $6,000. Last week, “State of | : menans City, duly 6. 
Union,” tepid $4,500. | Holiday weekend and some stel- 
L Pix (Cummins) _ (500; 50-94)— lar films add up to big figures tor 
Happened One Night” (Col) and the town. “Emperor Waltz” is far 
Night of Love” (Col) (reissues). | : 
Glum $4,500. Last week, Philadel. Ut in the lead and may break the 
phia Story” (M-G), fair $5,000. ' Paramount house recerd. It’s in 
——— pond —— et Nae an extended run. 
ce on High Seas” (WB) (2d Island With You” at the Midland 
wk). Becalmed $16,300. Le y 7 A 
$16,300. Last week, is also big but won't hold. “Straw- 


fair $24,000. 
oe Rad (2.950; 50-94)— berry Roan” opened Saturday at 
peror altz” (Par) (3d wk). | an dtnate 
Sturdy $21,000. Last week. $26,000. sr. SONTAG pawe epee : 
Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-94). 70S money for this little house. 
“Coroner Creek” (Col). Nifty $12- Other houses doing so a 
‘ lit i 
week- 


gator” (Rep). 











500. Last week, “Raw Deal” (EL) #™usement biz in general 
| (2d), profitable $9,000. sree over the three-day 
end. 





Estimates for This Week 


CROWDS FLEE SEATTLE le Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 


m Fan ee a Roan” og =" 
|Last Days of Boot Hill” (Col). 
BUT ‘WALTZ BIG $17,000 Fine $6,000. Bill opened on Satur- 
Seattle, July 6 /day, in contrast to usual Friday 
| Considerable new’ fare ‘ ,, opening. Last week ‘Drums Along 


greeted ” “Mark of 
July 4 week but d A the Mohawk (20th) and “Mark © 
holiday crowds afar witheall shows | 22a” (20th) (reissues), fine 


hurt oon “Emperor Waltz.” |” Midland (Lo ) 43.500: 45-65) 
timates for Thi an ew's) (3,500; 45-6: 
s Week —“On an Island with You” (MG) 


Blue Mouse (HE) (800; 45-80\—| and “Here Comes Trouble” (UA). 


“Regards to Broadway” | Gai 
“Counterfeiters’™" (0th), tan one Solid $18,000. Last week “On Our 





Moved over from Fift > Merry Way” (UA) and “Jassy” 
$4,000. ,, Last week (sar Okay | (UA), good $13,000. 
Apache” (RKO) and “Fighting) Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 


| Mad” (Mon), fair, $2.800. “Silver River” (WB) and ‘Linda 
$0) Bente ee (2.349: 45- Be Good” (EL) with Louis-Walcott 
“Disc ” ress" ) and pictures (2d wk). Second stanza 
ogee 3 (FC). Sad $6,000. Last only five days, including Sunday, 
— me eards., Broadway” (20th) for okay $7,000. Last week fine 
| oe a a rene (20th). Fair $13,000. House went to Monday 
erty , ‘opening to take advantage of holi- 
| eSeeemee oes (1,650; 45-80)— day, bringing in “Fighting Father 
Coroner Creek” (Col) and “Blon- Dunne” (RKO) 
die’s Reward” (Col). Big $11,000. | e 5 
Last week (5th) “Fuller Brush”, Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
(Col), excellent $6,700. “Emperor Waltz” (Par). Strong 
Music Box (H-E) (850: 45-80)— $19,000 and in for an extended 


“Remember Mama” (RKO) and run. Last week “Crusades” (Par) 
Rusty” (Col). (5th wk). Good | (reissue), slow $9,500. 
50.500, Landed sweet $3,600 last Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 


“C ”( “Speed To 
Music Malt 1-8) (2.200; 45-90) soagest Pury” (Par) and “Speed Te 


“Emperor Waltz” (Par) and “Wom- $4,500. Last week “Rocky” (Mono) 








;an in White” (WB). /e ” 
$17,000. Last. week. Sth stant | and “Tracy | Meets Gruesome 
“Home Coming” (M-G) and (RKO), good $4,000. 
| Wouldn't Be in Your Shoes”! Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
(Mono). Slipped off. $4.100. | Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
| qpOrpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)—|—Are You With It” ‘U). Pulled 
“Romance on High Seas” (WB) and jafter three days. Mild $6,500. 
Waterfront at, Midnight” (Par).| “Street With No Name” (20th) 


| Big, $11,000. Last: Week. \;4 Faces | opened Monday. Last week “River 
j ‘ intintied on page 14) ba | Lady” (U), average $13,000. 
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Wednesday, July 7, 1948 


VARIETY 





‘Wyoming’-Vaude Phenom 606 in Chi, 
Thunder’-3 Stooges 366, ‘Blandings 
Cements Solid 236, Up Park Gay 206 








Chicago, July 6. + 


Chieago theatre is continuing to, 
pace the rest of the Loop houses | 
and is searing toward sensational | 
$60,000 for “Green Grass of Wyom- | 
ing” and Peggy Lee and Dave Bar- | 
bour in person. Exploitation has | 
been heavy on the price cut and | 
stage show and is paying off very 
handsomely. While there are five 
other new issues, plus a double re-| 
release, none is outstanding. 


| a ees “nen 
“Up in Central Park,” aided by | 9 
the Louis-Walcott pic, should take | 
in decent $20,000 at the Palace. 


while sister house, Grand, should 
do alright $14,000 with “Another 
Part of the Forest” and fight film. 
“B. F’s Daughter” at United 
Artists looks fair $18,000, but 
“Coroner’s Creek” at the Roosevelt 
seems mere $15,000. “Thunder in 
the Valley.” with Three Stooges in| 
vaude at the Oriental, has been hit | 
hard by Chicago price slash and | 


; 
; 
; 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Grass 
This Week ........ $699,000 
(Based on 15 theatres) 
Last Year .........$667,500 
(Based on 18 theatres) 


' 
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226 in Hot Mpls. 


Minneapolis, July 6. 
Season’s first heat wave, with 
temperatures close to 100, arrived 
simultaneously with the leng week- , 
end July 4 holiday to drain the, 





‘Waltz’ Royal 186, Indpls.; 
‘Island’ Rosy $16,000 


Indianapolis, July 6. 


‘Emperor’ Waltzes to Sock $156,000 


Firstrun film biz has perked up | 3d Week: Easter’ P araties Big $85,000; 
‘Apache’-Lena 1056 3d, ‘Crusades 306 


and plenty of light summer 
Both “Emperor Waltz” at Indiana | 
and “On an island With You” | 


this stanza, due to holiday =| 
are. 


Loew’s leok geod for holdovers. 
“River Lady” at Circle also is get- | 
ting break in best week here for. 
some time. 
Estimates for This Week 
Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- | 
65)——“‘River Lady” (U) and “Train | 
to Alcatraz.” Nice $11,000. Last} 
week, “Noose Hangs High” (U) and | 
Modest 





“Cobra Strikes” (EL), 

$10,000. 

Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 
44-65)—“‘Emperor Waltz” (Par).' 


Sock $18,000. Last week, “Fort 
Apache” (RKO). Oke $12,000. 

Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; | 
44-65)—"‘Noose Hangs fiigh” (U}) 
and “Cobra Strikes” (EL) (m.o.). | 
Average $4,500. Last week, “Wall- | 


flower” (WB) and “Valley of) 
Giants” (WB) (reissue). Dull | 
$3,500. 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65) — | 
“On an Island With You” (M-G) 
and “Fabulous Joe’’ (UA). Solid 
$16,000. Last week, “Bridge Goes | 
Wild” (M-G) and “Woman from} 
Tangier” (Col) (2d _ wk). Nice | 


negative press notices, with poor) town of thousands of potential the- | $9000, for $26,000 two-week total. 


36,000 in view. 
Holdover section is strong with | 


atre customers who were lake-re- | 
sort bound. Result has been a fur- 


Lyric (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600; 44- 
65)—“Fort Apache” (RKO) (m.o.). | 


“arch of Triumph” at the Woods/ther damper on sagging grosses. | Slick $6,000. Last week, “Old Los | 


winding up final week (4th) with 
neat $14,000. Others, in second 
week. were also staunch. “Mr. 
Blandings” at the State-Lake 
should do excellent $23,000. “Four 
Faces West” at Apollo appears 
good with $8,000. 
Estimates for This Week _ 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 50-98) — 
“Four Faces West” (UA) (2nd wk). 
Neat $8,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) ,_— 
“Green Grass of Wyoming” (20th) 
with Peggy Lee ahd Dave Barbour 
in person. Sensational $60,000. | 
Last week (eight days), “Fuller 
Brush Man” (Col) with Billy De- 
Wolfe heading the vaud, boff 
$74,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) — 
“Flowing Gold” (WB) and “God's 
Country” (WB) (reissues). Satis- 
factory $8.000. Last week, “Big 
Punch” (WB) and “Whispering 
Citv” (EL), $8,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98) — 


“Another Part of Forest” (U)-with 
Louis-Waleott bout oke $14,000. 





Last week,- “Fighting Father 
Dunne” (RKO) (2nd wk), $7,800. 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98) 


Three Stooges p.a. weak $36,000. 
Last week, “Gay Ranchero” (Rep) 
with Tex Williams and George 
Givot on stage, $31,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — 
“Up in Central Park” (U) plus 
L-W fight film. Brisk $20,000. 
Last week, “All My Sons” (U), 

4,000. 
mncaweell (B&K) (1.500; 50-98) 
—“Coroner Creek” (Col). Light 
$15.000. Last week, “Wallflower 
(WB), $10,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—*“Blandings” (SRO). Fine $23,- 
000. Last week, $27,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—"B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G). 
Fair $18,000. Last week, “Cru- 
sades” (Par) (reissue) (2nd wk), 
11,000. 

" Woods (Essaness (1,037; 98) — 
“arch of Triumph” (UA) (4th wk). 
Final er tidy $14,000. Last 
eek, $19,000. ; 

w World (indie) (587; 77)—“Bill & 
Coo” (Rep) and “Cage Nightin- 
gales” (indie) (2nd wk). Excellent 
$4,200. Last week, $4,800. 


‘Bride’ Goes Well in Mont'l, 
4am i 91200 


weekend for Canadian fans 
on ‘teat from below-the-border 





is resulting in good biz in only a 
few houses. Otherwise, the b.o. 
is down. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 34-45-64)— 
“| Remember Mama” (RKO). 
Poor $12,600. Last week, “State 
of the Union” (M-G) (2d wk), sad 


$8,500. 
itol (C.T.) (2,412; 30-42-57)— 
ogeiaee (Par) (2d wk). Sour 
$8,000 after sock opening week of 


es oe (C.T.) (2,625; 30-42-57)— 
“The Bride Goes Wild” (M.-C). 
Solid $14,000. Last w "The 
Senator Was Indiscreet” (U-i}, dull 


$9,000. ; 

Princess (C.T.) (2,205; 26-34-45) 
—_Louis-Waleott pix and “Secret 
Beyond the Door” (U-I) (2d wk). 
Slow $6,000, after excellent $10,- 


000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-34-42) 
—“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and “Ma- 
donna of the Desert (Rep). Fair 
$6,500. Last week, ngorilla 
nd “Bornge,,, fait $5,000, ~), 





(4th wk). Good $7,000 following 
‘| fine $2 for the third ession. 


But nothing, apparently, can quench 
the boxoffice fire of a powerful | 
contender like ‘The Emperor | 
Waltz.” Other major newcomers, 
playing a minor fiddle, are “The! 
Pirate,” “Lady from Shanghai” and | 
“Silver River,” which, however, | 
aren’t boxoffice weaklings by any | 
means. It’s the third week for 
“Fuller Brush Man” and “Give My 
Regards to Broadway,” and second 
for “Arch of Triumph” and “Ro- 
mance on High Seas,” all move- 
overs. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
‘Romance on High Seas” (WB) 
(m.o.). Here after disappointing 
initial Radio City stanza. Has been 
building, however, as resuit of fa- 
vorable word-of-mouth. Light $4,- 
500 indicated. Last week, “Give 
My Regards to Broadway” (20th), 
mild $5,500. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000: 44)—“Drums 
of Congo” (Indie) and “Captive 





Wild Woman” (Indie), dual reissues. 
Weak $2,500 sighted. Last week, | 


| “Under California Stars” (Rep) and | 
|“Little Tough Guys” (Indie) (re-| headed by Betty Hutton and Ziggy 
, issue), fair $3,500. | 

—‘Thunder in Valley” (20th) plus | 


Lyceum (Schreiber) (1,900; 50-70) 
—“The Pirate” (M-G). Third and 
last of pictures bought on competi- 
tive bidding away from Minnesota 
Amus. Co., which has had product 
exclusively. Opened Sunday (4). 
Mild $5,000. Last week, “Home- 

(Continued on page 14) 


Visitors Help St. Loo; 
‘On An Island’ Big 236, 
‘Apache’ Forte $19,000 


St. Louis, July 6. 

Exodus of natives over July 4 to 
nearby recreation resorts was par- 
tially offset by out-of-towners 
flocking here for major league 
baseball, Muny opera, etc., but 
grosses at the main stem cinemas 
are none too robust. “On an 
Isiand” at Loew’s is the b.o. front- 
runner, with “Fort Apache” close 
behind. The St. Louis has re- 
lighted after being shuttered due 
to a ruckus with the stagehands 
union. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—“The Emperor Waltz” (Par) and 
“Shaggy” (Par). Good $18,000. 
after a sock $25,000 for first stanza. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Fort 
Apache” (RKO) and “French 
Leave” (Mono). Solid $19,000. 
Last week, “Romance on High 
Seas” (WB) and “The Hunted” 
(Mono), $17,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“On an Island With You” (M-G) 
and “Murder in Reverse” (Ind). 
Big $23,000. Last week, 
rate” (M-G) and “Here 
Trouble” (U). $18,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500: 50-75)— 
“Miracle of the Bells” (RKO) and 
to Broadway” | 

, Okay $8,000 after 
neat $11,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“The Pirate” (M-G) and “Here 
Comes Trouble” (UA) (m.o.). Mod-| 
erate $10,000. Last week, “All My 
Sons” (U-I) and “Are You With It” | 
(U-ID (m.o.). $7,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
“Gentleman’s A ment” (20th) 
and “Naked City” (U) (2d run). 
$9,000. Shuttered last week. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 50-60) — 
“Best Years of Our Lives” (RKO) 





Comes | 


“The Pi-| $7 


$8,500. Last week, “I, Jane Doe” 





Angeles” (Rep) and “Timber Trail” 
(Rep). Slow $5,000. 


Hutton- Stage 
Boft $46,000, SF 


F 
Francisco, July 6. . 
Betty Hutten and Ziggy Elman 
orch, as the stage mates for “ 
Struck” at the Golden Gate, are 
making the big noise in Frisco this 
session. Another newcomer, “Street 
With No Name,” is lifting the Fox 
into solid money, while “River 
Lady,” at the Orpheum and Es- 
quire, is meeting a mixed b.o. re- 
action. “Emperor Waltz,” in its sec- 
ond week at the Paramount, is 
holding up nicely but “The Pirate” 
is slipping at the Warfield. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 65-95) 
—“Stage Struck” (RKO) plus vaude 





Elman orch. Boft $46,500. Last 
week, “Tarzan and the Mermaids” 
(RKO) and “So Long Remembered” 
plus fight pix, a nice $16,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“‘Stree 
With No Name” (20th). Sock $32.- 
500. Last week, “Silver River’ 
(WB) (2d wk), a fair $12,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2.656; 60-85)— 
“The Pirate” (M-G) (2d wk). Fair 
$13,500. Last week, strong $21,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
Psne g- Waltz” (Par) (2d wk). 

$22,000. Last week, a sock 
$33,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— 
“The Paradine Case” (SRO) (3d 
wk). Punchy $12,000. Last week, 
fine $14,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85)\—“‘River Lady” (U). Mediocre 
$13,500. Last 
Creek” Col), $12,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207; 55-85)—“Letter from An Un- 
known Woman” (U) (24 wk). Fair 
$8,000. Last week, good $9,500. 

Stagedeer (Ackerman) (350; 60- 
85)—“Corridor of Mirrors” (U). 


| their 


“Coroner | da 


Long Independence Day week- 
end rode into New York on the 
crest of the hottest, muggiest 
weather of the new summer. As 
result, the number of tourists ar- 
riving in town hardly equalled the 
number cf New Yorkers who par- 
ticipated in the mass exodus from 
the eity starting last Thursday 


'(1). Broadway biz, consequently, 
| while good for the most part, was 


still not up to expectations. 

Most of the Stem houses kept 
weekend prices 
throughout the weekend, which 
might help explain some of the 
better grosses. Vaudfilm houses, 
with the exception of the Strand, 
fared best, indicating the out-of- 
towners want the live entertain- 
ment they don’t get at home. 

Radio City Music Hall, always 
a showplace, pulled the tourists 
in off the sweltering streets con- 
sistently to rack up a socko $156,- 
000 for the third week of “Emperor 
Waltz” combined with the Hall’s 
Independence Day stage presenta- 


tion. Capitol, with “Fort Apache” | 


coupled with Lena Herne, Skin- 
nay Ennis orch and Pau! Winchell 
topping the stage layout, showed 
a neat $105,000, good but not up 
to the previous week's _ total. 
Strand, with “Romance on High 
Seas” and Bob Crosby's orch on 
stage, dipped to mild $37,000. 

Roxy ran into bad luck when 
the Andrews Sisters, headlining 
the stagebill with Dean Martin 
and Jerry Lewis, plus an_ ice 
show, were called to the Coast 
Saturday (3) by the death of their 
mother. Theatre, with “Give Re- 
gards to Broadway” on screen, 
was forced to trim its admission 
prices, but still chalked up a fine 
$90,000 for the second frame. 

State led the straight filmeries, 
where “Easter Parade”, inaugurat- 
ing a new deluxe first run policy 
for the house, teed off to a rec- 
ord breaking $85,000, far and 
away the best the house has ever 
done. “Crusades,” a Paramount 
reissue, opened surprisingly well 
at the Rivoli with a fine $30,000 
for the first round. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50). 
—“Melody Time” (RKO) (6th wk). 
Current stanza ending today (Wed.) 
passably good at $13,000 after fair 
$15,000 last week. Continues. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.80). 
—“Fort Apache” (RKO) with Lena 
Horne, SkKinnay Ennis orch, Paul 
Winchell, others on stage (2d wk). 
Holiday weekend was no help here, 
although the estimated $105,000 for 
week ending today (Wed.) is good. 
Slump was recorded from last 
week's fine $117,000. 
Criterion 


ae =. . = yy ne 70- 
85). — yY from Shanghai” 
(Col) (4th-final wk). Apparently 


unable to withstand the hot 
‘weather pace, slumped to under 
$10,000 for last frame ending today 
(Wednesday), after only slightly 
better $11,000 last week. “Canon 
ye (EL) opens tomorrow (Thurs- 
y). 

Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.80). 
—“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (12th- 
final wk). Closing after four days 
of the 12th week with an estimated 
$6,800, not good. Previous session, 
light $10,000. “Fury at Furnace 





Strong $3.800. Last week, “Private 
Life of Henry VIII” (SC) (3d wk) 
and “Catherine the Great” (SC) (3d 
wk), both reissues, $2,600. 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 


Creek” (20th) opens Saturday (10). 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 90-$1.80) 
'— “Time of Life” (UA) (6th wk). 
Also hurt by the holiday, with the 
current session winding today 
(Wednesday) down to $15,000, after 





Closed for repairs due to fire. 

Larkim (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“L’ Atlante” (Indie) and “Zero de 
Conduite” (Indie). Oke $2,800. Last 
week, “Jenny Lamour” (Indie) (3d 
wk) held okay $2,400. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85)—“The Lost One” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Only $3,500. Last week, a 
pleasing $5,500. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (955; 55-85) 
—‘“‘River Lady” (U). $7,500. 
Last week, “Coroner C ” «Col, 


500. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Rose 
of Washington Square” (20th) 
“Slave Ship” (20th) (reissues). i 


(Rep) and “The Gallant 4 
(Rep), $6,000. oe 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing precentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 


come. 
The nthetic admission 
wever, as indicated, 





$20,000 for fifth frame. Continues. 
| Palace (RKO) (1,700; 35-80)— 
|“Flowing Gold” (WB) and “Back- 
| ground to Danger” (WB) (reissues). 
(ist wk). About $9,000 sighted for 
‘frame ending Sunday (11), after 
fair $13,000 for previous frame 
with “Berlin Express” (RKO) and 
\“Scudda Hoo” (20th) (2d runs), 
plus Louis-Walcott t pix. “Mr. 
Blandings” (SRO) and “Panhandle” 
'(Rep) (2d runs) open Monday (12). 

Parameunt (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50 
—Foreign Affair” (Par) and Jo 
Stafford, Georgie Kaye, Sam Dona- 
hue orch, Lane Bros. on stage (2d 
wk). Very nice $87,090 for imitial 
frame ending tonight (Tues.) but 
still not up to expectations based 
on rave reviews. Last week, sec- 


ond and final round of “Dream | 


Girl” (Par) and Phil Spitalny orch 
heading stagebill, fair $55,000. 
Radie City Music Hall (Rocke- 
feliers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Em- 
peror Waltz” (Par) with stageshow 
(3d wk). Most of tourists must have 
cooled off here, with biz up to sock 
$156,000, after fine $151,000 last 
week. Stays another two or three 


weeks. 
Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 





_dtctude the U. S, amusement , 
. ores 


“Tower of Lon ” (FC) ~ 
Who Reclaiined Head” UEC) (rels- 


in effect | 


sues) (3d wk). Steady $10,000 for 
frame ending tonight (Wednesday), 
after $10,400 last week. “Drums 

|(FC) (reissue) in next but date not 


set. 

| Riveli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
“Crusades” (Par) (reissue) (ist 
| wk). Opened late Friday (2) after- 
noon, after “Lulu Belle” (Col) 
| pulled out, and doing good $30,000 
‘for first round. Previeus week, 
|second and final for “Lulu” was 
poor $9,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
'““Give Regards to Broadway” (20th), 
,with ice show, plus Andrews Sis- 
|ters, Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis on 
| stage (3d wk). Andrews Sisters flew 
‘to Coast Saturday (3) for mother’s 
‘funeral, forcing Roxy to cut tep 
price to $1.50 for weekend, with no 
‘replacement. Biz still good $90,000 
| fer second frame ending last (Tues- 
day) night, after fine $125,000 open- 
er. “Street with No Name” (20th) 
| plus new ice, stageshows, opens 
next Wednesday (14). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.80)— 
“Easter Parade’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
With top prices in effect over long 
weekend, this world preem set new 
house record with boff $85,000 in 
first round of new deluxe showcase 
policy. Pic stays at least three-four 
weeks more. Last week, four days 
of third stanza for “Summer Holi- 
day” (M-G), down to $7,500 at 53- 
$1.25 scale. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“Romance on High Seas” (WB), 
plus Bob Crosby 
stagebill (2d wk). Only vaud-filmer 
‘not helped by weekend, with second 
frame ending tomorrow (Thursday) 
down to mild $37,000, after disap- 
pointing $45,060 opening week. 

Victoria (City inv.) (720; 70-$1.50) 
—“Raw Deal” (UA) opens today 
(Wed.). Last week, “ 

Father Dunne” (RKO) in second 
and final round, n. s. h. at $13,500 
after mild $15,000 opening week. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 55- 
$1.50) —“Man-Eater of Kumaon” 
(U). First week ending today 
(Wednesday) fairly good at $25,000; 
jee, front ballyhoo animated tiger, 








etc., atop marquee drawing more 
attention than film. Pic stays. 
Last week, house closed in prep- 
aration for “Man-Eater” preem. 


> e 
| ‘Waltz’ Lilts Omaha, $12,00 
Omaha, July 6. 

“The Emperor Waltz” lifted the 
Paramouft out of the midsummer 
doldrums and looked big from the 
moment the picture opened. In the 
face of hot, dry weather the picture 
opened solidly. Proportionately 
strong in a small house, “Home- 
coming” is also doing okay. 
“Mickey,” heavily ballyhooed at the 
Orpheum was also for 
a slight lift in there. 
“Fighting Father Dunne” is smash 
at the Brandeis. 

Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—“Emperor Waltz” (Par) very 
good $12,000 and probable move- 
over. Last week, “Green Grass of 
Wyoming” (20th), thin $9,000 much 
below average here. . 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — 
“Homecoming” (M-G) Big $4,500 
and probable holdover. Last week, 
“Fury at Furnace Creek” (20th) 
(2d wk) good $3,000 with “Two 
Mugs From ” (Indie). 





the Tonto Rim” (RKO), ordinary 
$10,000. Last week, “Mr. Reckless” 
(Par) and Ray McKinley stage 
band-revue at 20-80, good but not 
overly big $18,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 
“Arizona Ranger” (RKO) and 
Louis-Walcott fight (RKO), smash 
$8,000 and holdover indicated. Last 
week, “Silver River” (WB) and 
“Trapped by Boston Blackie” (Col), 
fair $7,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
— “Green Grass of Wyoming” 
(20th) and “Half Past Midnight” 
(20th) fair $8,000. Last w 
“Give My Regards to Broadw. 
(20th) (m.o) and “Blonde Savage” 
(EL) (ist run) light $7,800. 


| Call the Cops 


Philadelphia. 
Mel Koff’s suburban Glenside 
theatre is now listed as a 28-day 
house. Change of clearance gives 
the Glenside an equal break with 
_its rivals in the York Road section, 
‘the Keswick and Yorktown thea- 
| Melvin J. Fox planning at 1,000- 
| seater in nearby Mt. Holly, N. J., 


‘String he is bulging iver 
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Foreign Talent Buoys Up Argentine 
Pix Production, Tho Trend Is Decried 


Buenos Aires, June 29. 

Argentina’s film industry has 
marked up two boxoffice successes 
this year, but both pix have Mexi- 
can stars as part of their attrac- 
tion. These are Dolores del Rio in 
“Historia de una Mala Mujer” 
(‘Lady Windermere’s Fan”) and 
Arturo de Cordova in “Dios se lo 
Pagua.”’ Meanwhile, Aldo Febrizzi 
has been taking shots here for his 
picture “Immigrant,” of which he 
is star, producer, director and 
scenarist. Other studios have been 
trying to sign still more foreign 
luminaries, with Anna Magnani, 
Italian actress, bidding for $85,000 
for one picture. Yet another studio 
is dickering with French actor 
Louis Jouvet, well known in the 


Argentine pix industry, as he spent |: 


a couple of the war years in Ar- 
gentine territory. 

Trend towards using foreign 
stars is considered a bad one by 
some, as bound to have detrimen- 
tal effect on the market for Argen- 
tine pix in the rest of Latin 
America. Mexican experience in 
this respect is recalled. A couple 
of years back Mexican studios 
inked Argentine talent at high 
salaries, to make Spanish speaking 
pix in Mexico. Until that time 
Mexican pix had an excellent mar- 
ket in Argentina, but as soon as 
the pix made in Mexico with Ar- 
gentine stars started being ex- 
hibited, public interest in them 
tapered off almost completely. 


Set Shortage Crimps 


A deal has been made between 
the recently formed Simca studios 
(which has Vatican backing) and a 
Spanish studio, with the Spanish 
Ambassador in Argentina, Count 
de Motrico, acting as intermediary, 
to make a picture on the life of 
novelist Miguel de Cervantes, for 
joint Argentine-Spanish produc- 
tion, with some sequences made on 
Argentine territory and others in 
Spain. Julio Saraceni is to direct 
the Argentine sequences. 


”% 
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Shortage of studio sets is stymie- ; 


ing increase in local production. 
Sur Studios has had to solve the 
problem by inking a deal with 
Chile Films to shoot scenes for 
“Esperanza,” a picture on the 
colonization of the Argentine prov- 
ince of Santa Fe, in Chile Films’ 
studios in Santiago. Argentina 
Sono Film, San Miguel, Emelco, 
and Lumiton afl have fou® studios 
each now, and.these are working 
incessantly. Efa and Rio de La 
Plata Studios have only one set 
each and can therefore make only 
one picture at a time. 


Jannings Planning Pix 


Production in Vienna; 





Union Nixes Baarova 


Vienna, June 29. 


Emil Jannings, given a one-year 
permit iecently to act on the 
Vienna stage, also intends to make 
a series of films with his own 
company here. Former German 
UFA star is now an Austrian 
citizen. 


A year ago Jannings wanted to 
act in a Russian play at Urfahr, in 
the Russian zone of Austria, but 
the Russ occupation authorities ob- 
jected. Despite reports of\Jannings 
being conditionally denazified, it’s 
said he never joined the Nazi 
party, although he did continue to 
act in Nazi Germany, as a Staats- 
schauspieler, with the blessings 
of Joe Goebbels. The disciplinary 
committee of the Austrian Thea- 
trical. Union, however, decided 
unanimously there was no objec- 
tion to Jannings joining. 

Union has ruled, however, that 
Lyda Baarova, Czech screen and 
stage star and one time friend of 
Goebbels, may not appear on 
stage or screen here. Baarova 
came here recently from Prague, 
as a political refugee. 


Bergen Palladium Sock 


- London, July 6. 

Edgar Bergen scored brilliantly 
in an all-round smash show at the 
Palladium, winning insistent ac- 
claim, with his act extending eight 
minutes overtime. 

Frank Marlowe was also an out- 
standing comedy hit. 





' “Arrivederci, 





Anna Neagle’s 3d Win Pars 
Greer as ‘Best Actress’ 


Lendon, July 6. 

Anna Neagle became a three- 
time winner of the Gold Medal for 
the Best Actress Performance last 
week in recognition of her thesping 
in “The Courtneys of Curzon 
Street,” produced and directed by 
her husband, Herbert Wilcox, for 
British Lion release. She pre- 
viously won the accolade twice in 
the past 10 years with “Victoria 
the Great” and “Piccadilly Inci- 
dent” and is the only British ac- 
tress ever to cop the honor upon 
three occasions. 
Greer Garson is also a triple 
winner for her Hollywood perform- 
ance and the only actor to land a 
triple crown is Laurence Olivier. 
Picturegoer readers’ votes for Miss 
Neagle’s performance this year 
chalked up a new poll record. An- 
other interesting result of the bal- 
loting is that Michael Wilding, the 
star’s male lead in ‘‘Courtneys,” is 
only one-half point behind John 
Mills who is Gold Medal winner in 
the actors’ section. 


Eight US. Pix For 


Locarno Fest 


Zurich, June 29. 

Third Locarno Festival will be 
held July 1 to 12, with 24 pix from 
seven countries shown, five in 
world preem. These are Italy’s 
“Anni Difficili” (“Difficult Years’’), 
by Luigi Zampa; “Germania, Anno 
Zero” (“Germany, the Year 
Nought’’), by Roberto Rossellini; 
Papa” (“Good-bye, 
Daddy”) and “Proibito Rubare” 


(“Forbidden to Steal’), and Swit- 
zerland’s full-length production of 
the winter Olympics at St. Moritz, 
“Combats Sans Haine’ (‘Combat 
Without Hatred’’). 

Oiher pix to be shown are Italy’s 
“L’Ebreo Errante” (“The Wander- 
ing Jew”), “Cuore” (“Heart”), 
“Come Persi la Guerra” (“How I 
Lost The War’’) and “La Traviata”; 
France’s “La Chartreuse’ de 
Parme,” “Les Condamnes” (“The 
Damned”) and ‘La Grande Ma- 
guet”’; Austria’s “Anni, eine Wien- 
er Ballade” (“Anni, a Viennese 
Ballade”) and “Gottes Engel sind 
Ueberall”. (“God’s~ Angels Are 
Everywhere’); England’s “It Al- 
ways Rains On Sunday,” and Rus- 
sia’s “Spring.” 

Hollywood will be represented 
by eight pix, all of which will ap- 
pear at Locarno in European 
preem: 20th’s “Captain from Cas- 
tile,” Metro’s “Unfinished Dance,” 
RKO’s “Fort Apache,” UA’s 
“Sleep, My Love,” Columbia’s “It 
Had To Be You,’ Paramount’s 
“The Unconquered,” |Warner’s 
“Voice of the Turtle,” and Repub- 
lie’s “I’ve Always Loved You.” 


TOURISTS AID EIRE B.0.; 
NIGHT LIFE IS MISSED 


Dublin, June 29. 

With record numbers of tourists 
visiting Eire — mostly from Brit- 
ain—theatres are gathering in the 
coin. It’s mostly going to legit 
houses, with balance to the. vaud- 
ers. Cinemas seem to be getting 
little visitors’ money. Closing of 
Abbey theatre for month of June— 
howse’s traditional holiday. month— 
caused beefs from visitors who 
wanted to see the famed company. 

Tourists also complain of city’s 
lack of night life. Dublin has no 
nightclub and most restaurants put 
up shutters at midnight or earlier. 


Mex Strike Settled 


Mexico City, July 6. 

Strike threat against four Mex 
film studios was averted at the 
last minute through settlement ar- 
ranged by Government Conciliation 
Dept. Thursday (1), just seconds 
before the deadline: 

Studios involved are Churubus- 
co, Tepeyac, Azteca and Clasa. 














Lisbon Cinemas Must 
Abide by Part-Legit Law 


Lisbon, June 22. 

The leading cinemas in Lisbon 
are installed in the best and oldest 
legit theatres of the capital. Para- 
mount, Metro, RKO, 20th, Univer- 
sal and United Artists provide, by 
mutual arrangement, exclusive pre- 
mieres of their most important 
pictures in the theatres S. Luis, 
Politeama, Eden and Tivoli. 

There is a movement on foot 
here to have applied to these cine- 
theatres a three-year-old law that 
compels theatres transformed into 
cinemas to give at least four 
months a year to legitimate thea- | 
tre. Two theatres, the Trindade | 
and the Ginasio, are already com- | 
plying with this regulation and | 
during this summer are occupied 
by theatrical groups. 


Quick Windup 
Due in Hungary 
Pix Takeover 


Budapest, June 29. 
Complete nationalization of the 
Hungarian film industry is expect- 
ed to be effected this year, follow- 
ing disclosure that a move is now 
under way to unite the film com- 
panies controlled by the four ma- 


jor political parties here into one 
big state-controlled organization. 


Parties, which have controlled 
most of Hungary’s 560 theatres in 
the past, are now voluntarily re- 
linquishing their exhibitor licenses 
to the state. In addition, and of 


especial importance to the U. S., 
the State Film Office (SFO) is 
forming a state-controlled distrib- 
uting company, which would 
handle both domestic distrib and 
export and import films. SFO prez 
Gyorgy Angyal announced recently 
that import restrictions would 
cover pix of all countries, includ- 
ing the U. S., which is expected to 
rule out American pix considered 
“anti-popular” or “imperialist” in 
character. 

Until now, the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. has handled distribu- 
tion of all American pix in Hun- 
gary. Nationalization is expected 
to be implemented by Aug. 1, after 
which the MPEA would be able to 
distribute only under terms of 
agreement with the film bureau, 
same as it now does with the state 
monopolies in Czechoslovakia, Po- 
land and Bulgaria. 

Under the state-controlled ex- 
hibition, those few minor theatres 
in the country not controlled by 
the parties will be permitted to 
continue independent operation. 
All of these, however, are of minor 
importance. In addition to setting 
up an exhibition control, the SFO 
will also supervise production, dis- 
tribution and 16m activities. 

About $360,000 has been allo- 
cated for production, on which four 
to six pictures are expected to be 
turned out. This number is expected 
to reach eight by the end of the 
year, with 20 slated to be produced 
by the state in 1949 and 50 by 1950. 


Current London Shows 


London, July 6. 
(Figures show weeks of run) 
“A La Carte,” Savoy (3). 
“All My Sons,” Globe (3), 
“Ambassador,” Ald. (1). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty’s (36). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (57). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (63), 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Say. (9). 
“Cage: Peacock,” Strand (3). 
“Caribbean Rhap.,” Wales (5). 
“Carissima,” Palace (17). ' 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (45). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (58). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (17). 
“Giaconda Smile,” New (5). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (15). 
“Lady Asks Help,” Garrick (4). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (47). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (13). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (53). 
“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (62). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (34). 
“Paragon,” Fortune (9). 
“Present Laughter,” H’ymkt (64). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (23). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (35). 
“Travelers Joy,” Crit. (5). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (65). 
“Wonders Never,” Comedy (2). 
“Worms View,” Whitehall (62). 
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French Pathe’s U.S. Head 
To Paris on Co. Huddles 


Jacques Chabrier, prexy of Pathe 
Cinema Corp., an American sub- 


sidiary of the French producing | 
| organization, planed to Paris Sat- | 
'urday (3) for confabs with parent | 


company toppers regarding _pos- 
sible U. S. production and distri- 
bution plans for Pathe. Firm pre- 


| viously financed exterior shooting | 


in Morocco of Sam Bischoff’s forth- 
coming George Raft starrer, “Out- 
post in Morocco.” 
Several weeks ago 
huddled on the Coast with Bischoff, 
but whether Pathe and the pro- 
ducer have similar Continental 
film-making ventures mapped out 
is as yet undisclosed. Pathe also 
is contemplating a string of Amer- 
ican art houses in key U. S. cities. 


Its new Paris, a small-seater in 
midtown New York, is due to} 
preem in September. 





Theatre Building 
Upbeat in Canada 


Washington, July 6. 

Theatre building is on the up- 
beat in Canada, a report just is- 
sued by the U. S. Dept. of Com- 
merce shows. Currently about 100 
houses are under ¢onstruction, to 
add to the 1,606 in operation. Last 
year, the Canadians built a total 
of 113 film theatres. 

Report of Odeon Theatres of 
Canada, J. Arthur Rank chain, 
shows that five new theatres were 
added last year and four more have 


been placed in operation since the | 


beginning of 1948. The present 
plan is to complete 10 more by 
the end of this year. This would 
give Odeon 19 modern houses in 
top Canadian situations. 

Famous Players Canada Corp. 
has launched a program to add 18 
theatres to its chain, the first of 
these houses opening in a semi- 
suburban area of Toronto last 
March. Three of the new theatres 
will be firstrun operations in To- 
ronto. Company is spending about 
$3,000,000 for modernization, re- 
placement and building program. 

Commerce report points out also 
that the 20% Dominion tax on 
theatre admissions was abolished 
in Canada May 19. However, some 
of the provinces are substituting 
their own taxes to take up this 
loose coin. Film people are hop- 
ing that’ some drop in the admis- 
sion taxes will hypo the boxoffice 
which has been off about 15% 
lately. 


ABELES-STACK SUCCEED 
MILDER-BROWN WITH WB 


London, July 6. 

Amidst the hubbub caused by 
the sudden shuttering of Warner 
Bros.’ Teddington studios in Eng- 
land, Max Milder, WB managing 
director in Britain, stepped down 
from that post. He was succeeded 
by Arthur S. Abeles, Jr.. who had 
served as assistant to Milder for 
the past year. 

Abeles immediately t a p ped 
Charles F. Stack for general sales 
manager to take over from J. Wal- 
ton Brown. Resignations of both 
Milder and Brown were attributed 
to ill health. Milder’s condition is 
reported as still critical. 

Milder had been with Warners 
for over 25 years and since 1931 
had been top man for all WB ac- 
tivities in the United Kingdom. 


20th-Fox Int'l Shifts 


Some Latin Managers 
_ Joel Hart, in 20th-Fox Interna- 
tional’s Chilean office last two 
years, has been named Manager of 
the company’s Peru exchange, suc- 
ceeding Charles Matzen. Latter 
goes to Europe for an undisclosed 
post. 

Thomas Sibert, attached to the 
Mexico City office past two years, 
has been named manager of Porto 
Rico, replacing Andrew Jaeger, on 
leave for illness. Donald McAfee, 
now in the Barcelona office, goes 
to Mexico City. _. 
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Rome, June 29, 


Italian producers, faced with 
rising costs as result of foreign 
production in Italy, are seeking a 
way for further such production to 
be done through local organiza. 
tions. Announcement that Univer. 
sal-International .plans to produce 
here has only increased alarm 
among local producers, already 
| concerned by the effect on their 
| budgets of Metro, 20th, Korda, 
Welles and Rod E. Geiger activities 
| or plans. 


A year or so ago, when an- 
| nouncement was made of foreign 
produetion in Rome, Italian pro- 
'ducers welcomed the idea, as 
bringing new techniques here as 
well as needed coin. But Ameri- 
can disregard for wage rates es- 
tablished by local syndicates has 
upset the whole structure here, 
causing dissatisfaction among tal- 
ent, and creating some disturb- 
ances. Maximum here for extras 
was 12,000 lire ($18) a week. For 
Edward Small’s “Cagliostro,” up 
to 50,000 lire ($100) was paid for 
an extra occasionally saying a few 
words. Extras began generally to 
demand higher wages, so _ that 
| Gregory Ratoff was once compelled 
| to call the police when they re- 
| fused to continue work, demanding 
higher pay. 
| Anchise Brizzi, ace cameraman 
| who replaced the late Ubaldo 
| Arata during the lensing of “Cag- 
| liostro,” is demanding 75,000 lire 
; ($150) a week—about double that 
| of a year ago. Set designers and 
; costumers have also been affected, 
| though in a different way, since 
| they work on their own instead of 
| through syndicates. 

Conversely, leading actors are 
| Still paid as before. No Italian 
| player except Valentina Cortese 
'(now in the U. S.), was used in 
| “Cagliostro.” Only Gregor Rabin- 
ovitch used them in “The Lost 
; One” and in the current “Faust,” 
| but Rabinovitch pix are produced 
| in co-partnership with the Italian 
companies Cinopera and Grandi 
| Film Storici, which figure here as 
| producers. When contracts are 
' signed with native units, actors 
| don’t beef on salaries. 


Snider Seeks Down Under 
Films Expansion Though 
Sound Stage Lack Hurts 


Joe Joel, longtime publicity and 
exploitation director for Columbia 
Pictures in Australasia, is in the 
U. S. on his first visit from Syd- 
ney. He has resigned his Col post 
to take a leisurely American tour 
and also execute a number of 
special missions, including one for 
L. S. (Sam) Snider, M. P., in rela- 
tion to possible expansion of Aus- 
tralian film production in associa- 
'tion with Herbert T. Silverberg, 
| Hollywood attorney, and Andre de 
Toth, director. 

Lower labor costs, frozen Aus- 
tralian pounds ($3 as against the 
$4 British pound) and other fac- 
tors, favor expansion of film pro- 
duction Down Under, save for one 
thing—great shortage of sound 
stages. Housing is so acute that 
the government is unlikely to okay 
cinema building over more neces~ 
sary home building. 

Nonetheless, Snider, as head of 
the Snider & Deane independent 
theatre chain of over 120 cinemas, 
has hopes of easing the way. Con- 
sidering that sound stages in Syd- 
ney are usually something like 4 
converted skating rink, it’s appar- 
ent that any such project would 
call for considerable construction 
investment. 


Scenically, so far as the west- 
erns and kindred type pix are con- 
cerned, Aussie offers many natural 
advantages. Ealing (Rank) is cur- 
rently at work with a mixed, Aus- 
tralian-British cast, headed by the 
Aussie star, Chips Rafferty, who 
came to attention in “The Over- 
landers,” best grossing, Aussie- 
made pic. New film, called “Eureka 
Stockade,” is budgeted at 150,000 
pounds ($450,000), the most costly 
production investment to date. 
Columbia’s “Specific Adventure’ 
(called “Smithy” in Aussie) was 
also a general click. Average film 
‘made Down Under costs 60,000. 
pounds ($180,000), but considering 
the standards, which are about 
one-third that of the U. S., much 
value can thus be extracted. 
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ATLANTIC CITY 





— 


THE STREET WITH NO NAME 


IS SMASH BOXOFFICE STREET! 


— Hollyvzood Reporter 





...IN EVERY OPENING! 
EMILADELE —MASHINGTON 


Fox Theatr . = Biggest Sensational opening to 
opening business of the match tremendous 
year... bar none! 


0S ANGELES 


° 


Four Theatre World 
Premiere blasts those 
terrific “Northside” and 
“Boomerang!” records! 
























Theatre! 


Opened to business 
hotter than any picture 
of its kind! 


CENTURY-FOX 


STREET WITH NO NAME> Siichaaire MARK STEVENS RICHARD WIDMARK with LLOY! 


2) 


A LAWRENCE..Ed Begley - Donald Buka + Joseph Pevney-John Mcintire Walter Greaza+ Howard 


hy WILLPAM KFEICGGHLEY . Produced by SAMUEL ce aai@ial m@lateliaieh Screen Play by Holt y | 


publicity of FBI- 
sponsored screening! 


SAN FRANCISED 





Lines on streets.gave 
“Street” big, big open- — 
ing at big, big Fox 
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‘das Reletin a Shock To 


~ RKO Distribution Department 


Resignation of production 
Dore Schary last week came as a 
shock to the distribution staff at 
the RKO homeoffice. Exec pro- 
ducer enjoyed great prestige with 
the sales force, reflecting the high 
standing in which exhibs held the 
product. made in the past 18 
months under his regime. This 
was just beginning to be felt in 
better terms and playing time. 

Fear that the Schary overturn 
might be followed by changes in 
the distribution setup has all eyes 
on the series of huddles, including 
a directors’ meeting, that will 
take place on the Coast this week. 

It is thought that if new owner 
Howard Hughes and Ned Depinet, 
exec v.p., who tops the distribution 
end, see eye-to-eye through these 
sessions, the sales end will be in a 
good position to retain autonomy 
and status quo—for the time being, 
anyway. 

Hughes and Depinet, it is 
known authoritatively, have gotten 
along very well so far. Depinet | 
was reportedly burned, however, | 
in not being consulted or informed 
on last week’s action regarding | 
Schary. He was in Dallas attend- 
ing the funeral of vet exhibitor | 
William G. Underwood when he | 
heard the news. 

So far there has been not the | 
slightest sign im the east that the | 
controlling steck ownership had | 
passed into new hands. Depinet | 
and sales chief Robert Mochrie | 
have been running things exactly 
as before. 

Depinet and the other directors | 
in New York started taking off 
yesterday (Tuesday) for the series 
of Coast huddles that begin today 
and wind up Sunday (11). It was) 
emphasized at the homeoffice this | 
week that the current meetings | 
had been more than a 
month ago and were nowise in the 
nature of emergency sessions. 

Sometime towards the end of 
the week the group in attendance 
at the huddles will constitute itself | 
formally into a board of directors | 
and hold a meeting. One of the | 
most important things that the 
conclave must determine, aside 








the 
Hughes invites some of them to | 


are 
cided on for the new board will be 
included in the proxy statement 
for the next stockho ’ meeting 
which fs now tentatively sched 
uled for August. ~ It is long over- 
due, according to provisions of the 
by-laws, been 
Pending Hughes’ decision on his 
directorate. 

Accompanying Depinet via plane 
esterday were directors Frederick 
. Ehrman and George Shaw. Od- 

jum went out in his private plane. 
L. Lawrence Green is going by 
train and Harry M. Durning is 
heading west later in the week. 
Prexy N. Peter Rathvon is already 
on the Coast, completing the slate | 
of directors who will attend the | 
sessions. Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO | 
Theatres prez, who is not a direc- | 
ter, is also going out to sit in on! 
the meetings. 


. 





Most of those at-, 


tending, including Depinet, are ex- | 
pected back in New York next 
Tuesday (13). 






New Brit. Tack 


Continued frem page 4 





necessarily be a money-losing ef- 
fort, as before. As he builds up 
Pasyernces aoe for his films, 

e can make them more expensive- 
ly and better, and thus compete on 
a firm basis both in Britain and 
There’s aiso a realiza- | 
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thought by many American films 





RKO Drops ‘Robe’ After 


Hollywood, Juiy 6. 
After being on its schedule for 
several years, RKO has decided to 
drop “The Robe,” which Frank 
Ress was to make and the latter 
will now seek independent finan- 





Schary-DOS 


Schary and Selznick would split 
the profits. 

(Meantime, Schary declared in 
Hollywood: “My plans are indef- 
inite. I am going to take a deep 
breath and do some serious think- 





img. I want to come to some basic | 


decisions before I make any 
plans.”’) 

When Schary was with Selznick 
before, it was as a producer on the 
lot. However, their relationship 
was very close—and has remained 

Schary had a good bit of 
autonomy in his productions. 

One thing being good-naturedly 
said since Schary announced his 
resignation as RKO _ production 
topper last week is that “no one 
need worry about him.” Producer 
acquired such a reputation as a 
quality pieturemaker with a D.o. 
touch that his services are in high 
demand. He could undoubtedly get 
a favorable deal at another studio, 
but it is understood he prefers to 
resume his association with Selz- 
nick, which also promises to be 
more profitable than a studio tieup, 
since he will be able to take ad- 
vantage of the capital gains pro- 
visions of the tax law on some of 
his income from his own unit. 


British Plan 


es Comtinued from page $ 














cing. Approximately $750,000 was 


| put into the pic by RKO. The com- 


|pany figured the cost to be too high 
‘for continuance on its schedule, 
especially with coin already spent. 
| “YVietor Fleming may direct the 
‘pic, with probability it would be 
made in Italy, if and when a new 
deal is set. 





grave doubt whether the plan will 
ever materialize. 

Opposition to it is very strong 
from some quarters, with Spyros 
Skouras. 20th-Fox prexy, the lead- 
er of the againsters. Lined up in 
the corner for the plan is Barney 
Balaban, Paramount chieftain, who 
has the active support of Grad 
Sears. United Artists bossman, and 
Jack Cohn, executive veepee of Co- 
lumbia. 

Universal presents 
complication, since it has a con- 
tractual relationship with Rank 
that commits it to continue sup- 
plying him with film. Nate Blum- 
berg, U prexy, has expressed no 
desire te join in the export plan, 
even if a way around the contract 
could be found, despite the fact 
that his tieup with Rank gives him 
no. advantage whatsoever over 
other companies. Terms of the 
Anglo-U. S. films agreement pro- 
vides that it supersedes conflicting 
clauses of previous contracts en- 
tered into with British corpora- 


ti 
Metre and WB Nencemmital 

| Nick Schenck, Metro prez, and 
|Major Albert Warner, Warner 
‘Bros. veepee, have remained non- 


to meet current problems, it con- |committal on the export association 


tinues to be discussed by company 
toppers because no one has come 
up with anything better. Execu- 
tive committee ef the board of di- 
rectors of the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. spent almost the entire 
902 minute< of its very hush-hush 
session in New York last Thursday 
(1) discussing the plan. Exee com- 
mittee consists only of the presi- 
dent or top ranking exee available 
of each company, plus Eric John- 
ston, MPEA and Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prez, and James 
A. Mulvey, repping the Seciety of 
independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers. 

Export corporation idea took 
considerably inore form at the ses- 
sion, following the vague outlines 
of the scheme presented at the | 
previous conclave two weeks ear- 
lier. However, despite the lengthy 
discussions of organization and 
method, it is understood there is 


idea, since their films play the As- 
iated British Circuit, of whict 
WB is part owner. rather than 
either of the Rank chains. Ned De- 
pinet, RKO exec v.p., is believed 
leaning toward the “get tough” 
crowd. 


While it is not being admitted, 
aim in setting up the export cor- 
|poration would be to embargo sell- 
\ing to Rank if he doesn’t ease up 
on his efforts to shoulder U. S. 
ee ee et ae 





$750,000 Pre-Prod. Cost | 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 10) 
West” (UA) and Cobra Strikes” 
Sa eer tiaitiog) (1000: 43:20 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65U 
—“On Island With You” (M-G) 
and “Lightning in Forest” (Rep). 





a further | 





Inside Stuft—Pictures 


Selznick Releasing Organization 


is finding it a hard pitch to sell 


exhibs on the reissue of “Intermezzo.” but the pic in many spets is 
racking up greater grosses than when it played the same houses on 
original release in 1939. It turned in $700,000 domestic grosses then, 
while at the present rate the reissue is expected to bring in about 
nemigtie: However, the playoff is very slow and expected to take a 
ong time. 

SRO prexy Neil Agnew feels the additional coin on the re-release 
reflects the tremendously higher boxoffice level (even with the reces- 
sion since 1946) over the pre-war years. Likewise, it is thought, that 
the pull of Ingrid Bergman, the film's Star, has greatly increased since 


"39, accounting for some of the additional business. 


Busiest film lot in Hollywood is Warners, with eight pictures in pro- 
, ‘ the 


duction and swarms of tourists 


to ogle. 


can't find time to write plugs. 


Alex Evelove, publicity chief, is up against a 
with so many of his unit men guiding visitors around the let that they 





RKO’s ponderous picture, “Mourning Becomes Electra.” has gone 
through its third reduction process in the hope of making it short 


enough for boxoffice 
utes 


: 


appeal. Running time when first released 
two hours and 56 minutes. Later it was cut to t oe 


shearing bri it down 








” Idea is 


the word “racket” has a felonious taint and should not be emphasized 
on marquees, ¢ven though the picture deais with racketeers. 


ee 


Wrigley Field in Los 
pro football. 


4 Angeles underwent ifting eiuiabi 4 
‘and Gaumont-British circuits, it is play the role of New York's Polo Grounds in “Interfentcor en, oo 


The new look includes signboards, subway kiosks and 


other Harlem landmarks, but no Coogani’s Bluff. 


Geod $7,000. Last week (2d) “Big 
| City” hi een and “Old Los Angeles 
| (Rep). Good $7,000. Last week (2d) 
“Big City” (M-G) and “Old Los 
Angeles” (Rep). Okay at $5,400. 

Paramount (‘H-E) (3,039; 45-80) 
|_“Sahara” (Col) and Destroyer 
(Col) (reissues). Slow $6,000. Last 
week. “Raw Deal” (EL) and “Man 
From Texas” (EL). Weak at $6,100. 
| Beesevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
|—“Pirate” (M-G) and “Exposed 
(Rep). 3rd wk). Big $5,000. Landed 
nice at $5,100 last stanza. 





| 





D.C. MAKES COMEBACK: 
ASLAND’ LUSH $36,000 


Washington, July 6. 
Improvement in the weather and 
‘the July 4 holiday weekend, which 
ispelled a Monday at advance 

prices, hypoed the midtown all 
along the line to a sharp upbeat 
from last week's “dying swam” rou- 
tine for the flickers. “Island With 
You” and strong vaude bill are 
drawing top coin, while “Street 
With No Name” is also playing 
cash register music. “Best Years | 
|of Our Lives,” back for a second 
‘round of first run here, doing a fat 
| job at pop prices. 

| Estimates fer This Week 
| 





| 
| 
} 


Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80)— 
'“On an Island With You” (M-G) 
‘with vaude. Heading for some-| 
thing close to a sock $36,000. Last 
week, “Big City” (M-G) with vaude. | 
Almost reached $18,000. 

Celumbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—“Summer Holiday” (M-G) (2d 
run), nice $7,000. Last week, | 
“Blood and Sand” (20th) (reissue), 
fine $7,500. 

Dupont (F. W. Mann) (44; 50-| 
85)—“The Idiot” (Indie) looks like | 
big $4,000 for this house and holds. | 
Last week, “Farrebique” (Siritsky) | 
(2d wk) fair $2,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-74) — 
“Best Years of Our Lives” (RKO). | 
Nearly $14,000, a strong showing | 
for this pic which new returns at 
popular prices. Last week, “Up in 
Central Park” (0) about $12,000. | 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) | 
—‘“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (2d) 


run). Fine $7,000 fer its second 
oe Last week, excellent | 


Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74) —. 
“Street With No Name” (20th) | 
handsome $25,000. Last week, “All. 
My Sons” (U). Tolerable $14,000. 
I sac hy ay 44-74) — 

omance on i % 

Cozy $15,000. pip ag a | 
(Par). Little better than $10,000. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 11) 
coming” (M-G) (3d wk), okay $5.- 








000, giving it satisfactory $22,000 57 


‘for run. 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Arch 
of Triumph” (UA) imo). Here 
after big State first week. Sour | 
$4,000. Last week, “Mating of 
Millie” (Col) (2d wk), fair $5,000. | 


b Radio City (Par) (4.400: 50-70)— | 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par). Biggest at-_ 
traction to hit town in months and | 
a to huge $22,000. Last 
week, “Romance on i ed 
(WB), light $13,000. eh aoe 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 
50-70)—“Silver River” (WB). Pic- 
ture not exciting. too much enthu- 
sSiasm. Louis-Walcott fight pictures 
‘held over. Big $13,000 in prospect. 
| Last week, “Fuller Brush Man” 
| (Col) (2d wk), big $11,000 in six 
ce ae smash $16,000 first | 
a RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600: 50-70)— 
Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (3d wk). | 
Still strong at $9,000. Louis-Wal- 
cott fight pictures heid 
_ “Another Part 
(0), light $7,000 in six days. 
P State (Par) (2.300; 50-70)—“Lady 
rom Shanghai” (Col). Divided 
opinions on picture lessening - 


a $7,000. Last 
Arch of ph” (UA), 


Uptown (Par) (1.000: 44-60) 
Daughters” (M-G). 








“Give My 

(20th) (m.o.). Third sanded 
for this one. Light $1,800. Last 
| 33.000 Lady Surrenders” (U), light | 








tsome time. 


week, 
good | $20,000 





CINCY WICKETS SPIN 

AS BING NABS $26,000 
Cincinnati, July. 6, 

It’s good to solid biz at every 


major house week, one of 
Cincy’s biggest for some time. Of 
four first runs, “Emperor Walt;” 
and “On Island With You,” are in 


| the upper strata, the Crosby flicker 


topping by a big margin. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100: 50-75) — 
“Emperor Waltz’ (Par). Sensa- 
tional $26,000 and a Cincy high for 
Last week, “Mr. Blan- 
dings” ‘SRO), nifty $15,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75) — 
“On Island With You” (M-G). Lush 
$20,000. Holds. Last week, “Pirate” . 
(M-G) (2d wk), okay $7,500 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) ~— 
“River Lady” (U). Good $9,000, 
Last week, “Hatter’s Castle” (Par), 
average $7,500. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542: 50-75) 
—‘Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk), 
Strong $8500. Fat $9,500, first 
round. Holds for third week. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)—“On 
Our Mersy Way” (UA) and Louis- 
Walcott clips (m.o). Solid $6,560, 
Last week, “Fuller Brush Man” 
(Col), four days in sixth downtown 
fling, and “Sea Spoilers” (Indie) 
and “Magnificient Brute” (indie) 
(reissues), par $5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75) — 
“Fighting Father Dunne” ‘RKO), 
Average $11,000. Last week, “On 
Merry Way” (UA) plus Louis-Wal- 
cott reels, sock $15,000. 


, 7 

‘Waltz’ Boff in Balto, 216; 
J & 
Fuller’ Bristlimg 206 
. Baltimore, July 6. 

Ideal weather over the lang holi- 
day weekend provi ample com- 
ition to current dewntewn list, 
ut strong product is evercoming 
some of the bite. “The Emperor 
Waltz” is solid at the Stanley, and 
“The Fuller Brush Man,” with 
vaude at the Hippodrome, is also 





mounting a good figure. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Centary ‘(Loew’s-UA) (20-60)— 


“On Island With You” (M-G). Nice 
$17.000. Last week, “Our Merry 
Way” (UA), mild $8,700. 

Hippedreme (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)—“Fuller’s Brush Man” (Col) 
plus vaude. Peak $20,000. Last 
week, “So Well Remembered” (EL), 
Louis-Walcott films and vaude, fair 
$13,300. 

Keith's (Schanberger) (2.460; 20- 
60)—“‘Up in Central Park’ (UI). 
Opening tomorrow (Wed.) after 
week of “Dream Girl’ (Par). Dis- 
appointing $6,400. “Hatter’s Castle” 
(Par), preceding, failed te click at 
$5,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)—~ 
“Dude Goes West” (Mono). Above- 
average $6,000. Last week, “So 


This Is New York” (UA), fair $4,- 
800 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Blood and Sand” (20th) (reissue). 
Mild $7,000. Last week (2d), “Give 
oY to Broadway” (‘20th’), nice 


Stamiey (WB) (3.280; 25-75)— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par). Topping 


town with big $21,000. Last week, 
“Big Punch” ), a dud at $6,300. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 


—“Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Return run at pop prices holding 
well at $10,000. Last week, pleas 
ing $11,100. 


- DETROIT 
(Continued from page 10) 
and the Woman” (WB) (reissues). 
Good $14,000. Last week, “Green 
Grass” (20th) and “Anna Karenina 

(20th), average $12,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95)—“Gung -Ho!” (U) and “Eagle 
Squadron” (U) (reissues). Fair 
$9,000. Last week, “Fort Apache 
(RKO) (5th wk), oke $5,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70- 
95)—“‘Homecoming” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Rising $25,000 after dip to $19,000 
in stanza. 


Michigan (U-D) (4,039; 70-95) 
“River (U-I) bolstered by 
stageshow Billy De- 
Wolfe. Terrific | Last woes, 
- in Central Park” ‘U) an 
me Mad” (Mono), tim 


(2,716; a. 
(RKO) and is~ 
Neat $16,000. 





Palms (U-D) 


U ; 
95)—“The Waltz” (Par). 
week Knockout $36,000. Last week, 


“Another Part of Forest” (U) and 
“Secret Service Investigator” (Rep), 
fair $12,000. 
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| The most explosive star-casting in screendom 
and a story to match! 
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The British Humor 





epidermis display. Likewise, the 
Lido show has a talent potpourri 





Paris Back to 





same tired shawls draped over the 
pianos; acrobats in opening, mid- 
riff and clesing spots; sidewalk 
comedians (dirtier in their dialog, 
however) in front of olios with ads 
for the local merchants; intermis- 
sion slides heralding the coming 
attractiens, and the like. Only 
modifieation, in deference to the 
times, is the mike, and the use of 
electrical numerals to indicate the 
acts’ names instead of the ortho- 
dex annunciators. And, of course, 
the traditional English tea and 
other drink service. 


Very Gay Paree 

But it’s in the normal dining- 
drinking-dancing pursuits that the 
contrasts are sharpened. Parisian 
gaiety is at its peak, although, in 
certain bizarre respects, restricted, 
but in direct relation to London 
it’s a ball of fire. Actually, there is 
much still lacking in the idiom of 
what once constituted the time- 
honored Gay Paree. For one thing, 
the Montmartre is dead. The joints 
up “on the hill” remind of the 


on continued from page 1 


P 





drabness of New York’s West 52d 
street, with the taxidrivers and 
doormen shilling for this or that | 
bistro. The shows are tired and all | 
“ge on in 20 minutes’—or when- | 
ever an American appears. The | 
best remaining boites in the Mont- | 
martre still are the Franco-Russian 
class niteries with their schmaltzy 
fiddies and 2,300-franc wine. Since 
1,000 francs is roughly $3, a bottle 
of grape at $7-$8 in a country 
where they grow the stuff like the 
Yanks do 7-Up is not exactly | 
cheap. But from the tourist view- 
point it’s plenty okay since it per- 
mits a party of four to see what's 
doing for a relatively light tab. If 
you can get away with under two 
bottles, that’s not bad, especially 
in light of the devaluated franc. 

London, of course, continues 
with its foodeasies. If the pseudo 
“elub” .membership device isn’t 
used, then the sidestreet eateries, 
where you can get a fair lunch or 
dinner, are operating openly in the 
gray market. The double-summer- 
time permits for daylight until | 
10 p.m., so necessary because of 
the fuel and petrol situation. 


Paris’ Prolific Nite Life 


Paris’ night life, as is the ease of 
other world capitals, is featured by 
the more stable spots. After that 
come the also-rans. As indicated, 
Montmartre is through and, for 
that matter, that goes also for the 

asse (Left Bank) sector 
with its nostalgic memories of un- 
inhibited hobohemia. The charac- 
ters with the phoney whiskers 
aren’t confined to the Coupole- 
Dome-Falstaff-Select sector. Like 


French 
tolerance (tolerated houses) are no 
mere, so certain bistros attract the 
filles de joie. But in the main the 
stable niteries give the customers 
good value. 

The Lido, with its Latin Quar- 
teresque (N. Y.)-type floorshow, in- 


(Incidentally, Paul Der- 
val’s show at the FB continues 


which are to the combired credit 
of Sandrini, Marcel Berge (ballet), 
Marcel Dupont and Andre Rouffet 
(staging), Jean Alfaro (orchestra) 
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lights. The dramatic usage of 
lighting—pinpoint and in ensem- 
ble—to synchronize with the music 
is something for American stagers 
to 0.0: It’s particularly extraor- 
dinary because it’s done in a nitery. 
Le Drap d’Or name is borrowed 
from a 16th century period in Eng- 
lish history, when a golden-draped 
tent was the scene of a treaty be- 
tween two warring factions. This 
decor has been captured for the 
new class nitery. 

Another new spot is L’Aiglon, a 


| sort of El Morocco-Stork Club spot, 
| getting a class play from the 


dancing bunch. Linda Stevens, 
American chantoosey, is featured 
up front of the Michel Ramos or- 
chestra. The Brazilian singer, 
Renato, is featured chirping with 
the Cuban combo batoned by Syl- 
vain David. This new spot is also 
in the Etoile sector (off the 
Champs-Elysees on the rue de 
Berri). ; 

Also in the ciass idiom, among 
the new joints, is the Carrousel, a 
different type of bistro, where the 
female impersonators are gor- 
geously gowned. Same of them 
leave doubt as to their sex—and 


ers, reading dialog in a rather 
legit fashion. Naturally, it’s chiefiy 


' double-entendre, dealing with the 


ladies in the Court of Louis 14th 
and their personal reactions to this 
or that court intrigue. Paris goes 
for the soprano*hips in entertain- 
ment, the Tonton and Mere Arthur 
in the Montmartre being in that 
idiom. The Moune, also up the 
hill, gives it a switch by accenting 
the lesbo idiom. 

The Club de l’Opera, where Suzy 
Solidor and Henri 
tures—Miss Solidor just closed at 
the Versailles. N. Y.—is another 
tastefully done room, maitred by 
Charles, who used to be a head- 
waiter with the French Line. Fred 
& Frederica are an expert terp 
team featured there now. 

Betty & Freddy Roberts and 


seen around at sundry Franco- 
American galas and fetes. This is 
quite the season for these affairs. 
Leo Marjane (a femme, despite the 
billing) is a hit in her own spot; 
Arambol & Ben Tyber, dancers; 
Charlie Carts, expert card manipu- 
lator; Rex Stewart, from the States, 
with his trumpet and band; Dey- 
dier, Paul Allen and the Chez Car- 
rere bands indicate there’s no 
paucity of talent. 

Les Ambassadeurs, long operated 
by Clifferd C. Fischer but who re- 
cently sold out, has a so-so ice 
show, headed by Belita, easily the 
best thing in it. Biz spotty. 


Lido’s Crack Show 


Most pretentious, however, is 
Pierre Louis-Guerin’s Le Lido, on 
the Champs-Elysees, which has 
long given up its indoor swimming- 
pool and bar and is now a super- 
Latin Quarter (N. Y.) or Chez 
Paree (Chi)-type of nitery. It’s 
dominantly in the Yank idiom, with 
Donn Arden having done a tip-top 
staging job for Rene Fraday, co- 
producer of “Confetti,” as it is 


dinary act, the Charlivels (3), with 
their rhythmic acro-dancing, are 
big local wows. The Charlivels 

rather diminutive lads. They un- 
reel a whirlwind routine. Team is 
English, this being their _ first 
French date, but for some reason 
the Parisian aura has created ex- 
citement anew for them. Lou 
Walters, of the N. Y. Latin Quar- 
ter, for’ one, is keen on them, bit 
their father is asking too fancy a 
figure. (That’s a common Gallic 
failing—onee they hear it’s — 


‘jiea, the price goes up astrono nd 


cally and disproportionately.) 


and hokum “eating” of 


, as at 
the Tabarin, the can-can is more 
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iraditionally important than the 





most of them are clever perform- Pearl 


Bry are fix- | 


Dorothy Allen, are also standouts, | 








which can play anywhere. And it 
must do so to beaucoup business 
considering the obvious nut of 48 
musicians, 24 girls, and the above 
featured talent. Room’s capacity is 
800; average check is $5. 





As for straight food, all the glory 
and repute of French cuisine is as 
it was, save for bread, milk and 
cream shortages. But the French 


table! 

In London they're still talking 
about Danny Kaye's sensational 
click. In faet, they utilize the 
Kaye impact to mildly chide the 
Royal Family for its “overzealous 
publicity” and “too democratic ac- 
tions.” This refers to the fact that 
Princess Elizabeth and her royal 
consort, Philip Mountbatten (the 
Duke of Edinburgh), 
American comedian backstage, in- | 
stead of asking him to their box. 
“The Royal Family has rather 
overdone its publicity campaign on 
the Princess, don’t you think?” is 
the mild brusheroo which even the 
Fleet Street bunch gives the situ- 
ation. 

Sophie Tucker’s London Sock 


| 
can make a pair of old shoes yd 


visited the | 





Sophie Tucker, at the Casino, 
however, is right next to Kaye for | 
real sockeroo. Tony Martin, at the | 
Palladium, was also effective. Duke 
Ellington, the Nicholas Bros. and 
Bailey got over too, with 
the Nicholases coming pretty close | 
to taking the play away from EI-| 
lington and Miss Bailey, though | 
the latter pair also did strongly. | 

The Londoners are stronger than 
ever for Yank vaude acts, although 
some were only so-so. Olsen & 
Johnson clicked but Martha Raye 
was under wraps. On the Martin- 
headed Palladium bill were Jack 
Durant, Buster Shaver with Olive, 
George & Richard —squired by 
their manager, Irving Tishman — 
while Bernard Delfont at the Lon- 
don Casino had such U. S. acts as 
the dusky Berry Bros. (which may 
well have taken the edge off the 
Nicholases), Cabot & Dresden with 
their unusual terps and Vic Hyde, 
novelty musician, who. erred with a 
rather silly anti-American crack, 
“Half of our generals are either 
in jail and half are running for 
president.” (Hyde has since gone 
back to the States but is due to re- 
turn to England before Xmas.] 

Soph gives Ted Shapiro and her 
special songsmith Jack Yellen, 
billing as big as if they were 
Noel Coward in spades — a 
very generous gesture. Miss Tuck- 
er’s. impact was almost Page 1 
news, because of her comeback 
here after such belated absence. 
Harry Richman, Maxine Sullivan, 
Les Compagnons de la Chanson 
and Hoagy Carmichael are others 
upcoming. 

Val Parnell, besides his current 
boffo with the Palladium, expects 
Jack Benny this month to repeat 
the Kaye riot. Parnell has two 
other hits in Katherine Dunham, 
with her Caribbean song-and-dance 
revue, and the floorshow at the 
Starlight Roof with Vic Oliver, Pat 
Kirkwood and Fred Emney head- 
ing the layout. 

Abe Aaronsohn is back in the 
class London cafe scene with two 
of the better niteries, the 400 Club 
and the Embassy, latter featuring 
Cyril Stapleton’s orchestra (he 


plays violin) and vocals by Pearl 
Carr and Dick James. F. Stocco is 
the expert maitre at Ciro’s, in 
Leicester Square, where Maurice 
Winnick, who also owns several of 
the better BBC radio programs 
{script and musical), is the maes- 


a ‘Chaz Chase with his low comedy whi 


: the | than even cigars 
story of how Joe Schenck, when he eial m4 


first came to the Hotel Georges 


,| the black market. 


It’s inevitable that current entertainment must keep pace with 
current events, especially in Europe where politics is so basic and 
has a very direct effect on the average citizen. This is difficult to 
understand in a country like America, where rations are only a 
wartime emergency and the free flow of currency is no problem, 


But not so Europe. 


The humor and its contiguous show business overtones are there. 
fore closely linked in Europe with nationalistic attitudes. That runs 
the gamut from Palestine to pictures. 


Just as Britain’s songs reflect 


the times so does its hum6r—or 


pseudo-humor. In Jack Hy!ton’s “Crazy Gang” revue in London, 
comedian Bud Flanagan gives out with: “This is Radio Israel call- 
ing, 1,500 metres—well, 1,200 to you.” And when Americans wonder 
at that sort of humor, Hylton is the one most surprised because, as 


he explaigs, “Flanagan is Jewish, 
from his staff sergeant.” 


The press likewise accents new 


same gimlet-edged statements as 


you know; he took his stage name 


s reports of the Zionists with the 
when they were reporting about 


the Nazis. The local London papers call the N.Y. Post and PM ‘(now 


N.Y. Star) “thosé rabid Zionist newspapers in New York.” 


Win- 


chell, of course, comes in for his share of the digs. 


Humor at the expense of the 


Russians takes this tack, for in- 


stance: “Have you heard about the Chinese ambassador in War- 


saw? He’s the only Chink in the 


Iron Curtain.” 


The “boycott British films” palaver, attendant to the 45°% quota, 
is linked only inferentially with the awareness that a general boy- 
cott an British goods obtains in the States. It’s no secret that, for 
want of other transportation, some Americans get off in Cherbourg 


and bypass England completely. 


The saner British, like the Americans, are for continued Anglo- 


U.S. amity on all fronts but the 


continuing austerity is so severe 


that cracks about “Well, you know how we are limited on ANY 
expenditures, whereas your dollars are welcome EVERYWHERE!” 
During the auction pool on the ships’ daily runs—a time-honored 
transatlantic luxury liner custom—there seems to be always some 
British character who will invite bids “payable in pounds, travelers’ 


checks and the ‘almighty’ dollar.’ 


’ 


The political and economic sidelights even extend to the US. 


Presidential race. 
berg than Dewey. 





The British as a class leaned more to Vanden- 


Abel. 





——- 





Cino (George V), was told that if 
he said “Hotel Joe Schenck” fast, | 
he was thus sure not to lose his 
way and thus get back to the hotel. | 
(In a city where Eiffel Tower gets | 
you nowhere, unless you pronounce 
it La Tour d’Eiffel; or the Empire 
theatre must be called the Ompeer; | 
or the Paramount theatre must be | 
| pronounced the Paramoont, with | 
accent on the “moont,” these little | 
| Cook's tour problems are basic and | 


important. Like the calypso sing- | 
ers, however, if you put the “oc- | 
cent” on the wrong “sylloble,’ it 
usually works). 

| Like in the good old days there's 
,\SO much English heard the gag 
about “Ici on parle Francais”—in 
|native Paris—is being revived. 

A guy hiding behind a Sorbonne 
chinpiece turns out to be Gene 
Grant, brother of film attorney 
Arnold Crant, now studying art in 
Paris, 

From London, Bill Morris travels 
to Scotland to get septuagenarian 
Sir Harry Lauder back to do an- 
(other of his nth “comebacks,” this 
| time either with Bing Crosby in 
\J. Arthur Rank’s proposed filmiza- 
tion of “Brigadoon,” and/or in a 
biopic based on the great Scot 
comedian’s career. 


Mrs. Val (Helen) Parnell harks 
back to when she was of the How- 
ell, Harjes & Naldi (now Mary 
Raye & Naldi) terp team. 

Korda’s Baronial Layout 

Sir Alexander Korda’s three 
| London town houses in Piccadilly, 
Side by each, and each with a 
typical English garden in the back, 
give baronial setting to his film 
production activities. The three 
buildings are connected by an 
arched passage, now under con- 
struction, since the projection 
rooms and other departments are 
thus strung together. 

Ben (Metro) Goetz’s lavish ice 
box, always well stocked, thus mak- 
ing him the gastronomic headliner 
oe 

pencer Tracy, starring “in 

“Edward My Son,” for Metro, in 

Po age anaes kid; hankers 

° ‘ 

es + g USA. Who 
ting in own rooms still 

best bet for hotel visitors. be: 

_ Food continues the big problem 
in England; none in France. 

Costs you more for a good din- 
ner in Paris than your hotel suite 
which, at 3,000 frances (it figures 
$3 per 1,000 francs), is relatively a 
good buy. 


Prices generally down, especia] 
on the Continent, because of vi 
devaluated franc and lire kayoing 
As a result, Italy 


cierges, are great helps to anybody 
for anything and everyt ey 
eceminne ean, en and & caae'e 
anges spread in many di- 
rections, and they're worth more 





ly in England. Not so much in 
France, but there, too, the bread is 





ersatz and milk and cream scarce. 
Tins of butter and bacon surefire 
all over. 


Georges Carpentier’s bar near 
the Arch of Troumph reopened. 


Strange to hear comparatively 
new American musicomedy ex- 
cerpts in Paris and London, espe- 
cially to anybody in the trade who 
knows of the stringent interna- 
tional copyright restrictions. An- 


| swer blandly given by the maestros 


is that “our American friends, 


|visiting us here, request all their 


latest tunes, so we must have them 
on hand, even if we have to adlib 
or bootleg the arrangements.” 


“Nature Boy” created much ex- 
pectancy. Tony Martin introduced 
it in London. 


Admission Cuts 


Continued from page 3 


the fun and glamor of a Broadway 
firstrun. 


Strong defender of the stand 
against slashing b.o. scales on 
Broadway or elsewhere is Malcolm 
Kingsberg,-topper of the RKO cir- 
cuit. He feels that any cut which 
theatres would be warranted in 
making, with present high operat- 
ing costs, would be so minor that 
it would be far from attracting suf- 
ficient additional patronage to 
make up for the loss in income per 
head. 

Kingsberg admits that in some 
spots admish structures are out of 
line, but he feels that adjustments 
are necessary, rather than any 
widespread cuts. 


Weshner Circuit 


'———— Continued from pase 5 jas 


tracts carrying control figures for 
holdovers. All call for sliding 
scale rental up to 50%. If the pic- 
ture clicks, each of the circuits in- 
volved is guaranteed that “Cirele 
won't be sold to RKO or Loews, 
but will be given to them to fan out 
through their other houses. 
is set for July 21. “Cir- 
cle” also preem the same day 
in eight Catskill towns. Its sub- 
ject is anti-Semitism in Europe 
some 75 years ago, and it is figured 
particularly suitable for such a 
playoff plan in the New York area. 











make pix for television 
in all ace 
outlay before 

going begging, 
is reported. Serials, such as those 
Jerry Fairbanks, 
going rough be- 
of the unwillingness of sponr- 
sors to pay fairly big money until 
convineed that tele reaches audi 
ences comparable to radio. 


fi 
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Asx THE THEATREMEN 
WHO PLAYED IT IN 


LOS ANGELES (5 theatres day-and-date!})... 
NEW YORK...CLEVELAND...NEWARK... 
DENVER...INDIANAPOLIS...SALT LAKE CITY... 

WASHINGTON... OAKLAND...SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

«ee OKLAHOMA CITY...and all the other great 
engagements across the board, big and small! 





9. ARTHUR RANK presente 


“THE SMUGGLERS” coior sy recuwicovor 


4 soning MICHAEL REDGRAVE - JEAN KENT + JOAN GREENWOOD 
*RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH wih FRANCIS L. SULLIVAN* BASIL SIDNEY 
Produced by MURIEL and SIDNEY BOX + Birscted by BERNARD KNOWLES 
3 From the novel ‘The Man Within’ by GRAHAM GREENE  Sereonplay by MURIEL and SIDNEY BOX 

"A SIDNEY BOX PRODUCTION + AN EAGLE LION FILMS RELEASE 
q * By arrangement with the Boulting Brothers 




























he Trade Press 
Called the Turn! 


“IT SHOULD PILE UP 
INTERESTING GROSSES” 


(Film Daily) 
“Vivid, uncompromising 
drama” (M. P. Daily) 


“Marked by topflight 
performances” = (Exhibitor) 


“Should endear it to 
action-loving audiences!” 
(M. P. Herald) 
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Clips from Film Row 


NEW YORK 


Series of five regional sales 
meets being staged by RKO with 
the kickoff planned for Monday 
(12) in Buffalo. Robert Mochrie, 
RKO’s distribution veepee, to pre- 
side at all confabs. Division and 
district managers will also take 

art. 

4 Second meet set for Toronto 
Thursday (15); New Orleans, July 
19; Chicago, July 21; and San Fran- 
cisco, July 26. Winners of the Ned 
E. Depinet sales drive will be an- 
nounced during these sessions. 

Eugene Snitz, salesman in Eagle 
Lion’s Kansas City exchange, 
boosted to branch manager. 

Robert Blair moved into post of 
Paramount’s Coast field ad rep, 
succeeding Ralph Ravenscroft, re- 
signed. Blair formerly held similar 
ob for Seattle and Portland and 

efore that was connected with 
Par’s theatre operations in Los 
Angeles. 


FC’s National Sales Meet 

Film Classics sales personnel 
will hold a national sales conven- 
tion in New York, July 30-Aug. 1, 
under the aegis of B. G. Kranze, 
vice-prexy over sales. It will be 
the first conclave of branch man- 
agers and division heads since 
Kranze assumed his post with FC 
early this. year. Execs of Cine- 
color, parent company of FC, will 
also be present. 

Chief agenda point will be liqui- 
dation plans for 34 new pix slated 
to be released by FC during the 
1948-498 season. Company will 
also continue to distribute several 
reissues. 


CHICAGO 


McVickers theatre slashed prices 
to 40c before 1 p.m. and 55c be- 


fore 5 p.m., following move insti- 
ated by Balaban & Katz Loop 
ouses. 


Sky-Hi Drive-In on west end of 
town opened. 

Sydney Ryeéck joins Monogram 
as salesman, replacing Danny 
Goldman, who went with Film 
Classics. 

Sammy Singer, formerly with 
Walt Disney productions, joins 
Kling Studios video and motion 
picture division. 

FRISCO 

Sam Sobel named Film Classics 
branch manager, replacing the late 
Fred Abelson. 

William Coovert succeeds Rex 
Stevenson as divisional manager of 
Golden State theatre circuit. Stev- 
enson, with Golden State for nine 

ears, ed to join David J. 

onton in San Francisco Drive- 
in Theatre, Inc., and a new com- 
pany, Trans-California Theatres. 

Harry erred 
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victims. Money was turned over to 
Red Cross. 


Carmichael takes over as 
branch manager for Republic. 


Ira Epstein, drumbeater for 
Warners, in from Cincinnati to 
head publicity in northern Cali- 


Salt Lake. 


CLEVELAND 


Wayne Auto theatre, north of 
Fort Wayne, Ind., with capacity 
for 700 automobiles, has been 
opened by Horace E. Shoek, Lima, 
O., who owns two drive-ins near 
Lima. 

Shea Theatre Corp. has pur- 
chased site in Conneaut, O., where 
a 16-room dwelling will be razed 
next summer, preparatory to build- 
ing a new 1,500-seat theatre. Shea 
now operates two houses there. 

Robert Lytie named manager of 
Ohio theatre, Mansfield, succeeding 
Don Jacobs. 

James A. Moore Productions, 
Ine., has been incorporated to pro- 
duce and distribute newsreels and 
advertising shorts for television. 
James A. Moore is president, with 


Beach, near Toledo. 








LOS ANGELES 


B. J. Leavitt bought the new 
Playhouse, a 400-seater, in LaJolla. 
He aiso owns the Granada in that 
town. 

Lee Naify sold the Village thea- 
tre in the veterans’ housing center, 
Rodger Young Village, to Louis 
Federici. 

Charles Bowers, Jr., former man- 
ager of the Warner theatre in New 
York, was appointed manager of 
Warners Hollywood theatre. 


ALBANY 


Another Albany exchange re- 
verted to the long-established pol- 
\icy of employing two salesmen 
| when John Rubach was hired by 
| Universal. Company was one of 
| five which dropped a salesman last 
‘fall in the pruning campaign, and 
,it became the third to make a| 
switchback. 

Richard Perry has returned to 
Albany as UA salesman after serv- 
ice in New York. 


KANSAS CITY , 


T. R. “Tommy” Thompson, long- 
time RKO and Disney exchange 
exec here, is leaving film row this 
summer. He expects to open his 
new theatre, the Yankton, Yank- 
ton, S. D., in August. With Bill 
Burke, office manager of RKO 





here, Thompson has formed Buton 

* — is building the house, 
ater. 

Beverly Miller, Eagle ae dis- 


Co 
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Rockefeller Center 


CROSBY © Joan FONTAINE, 


"THE EMPEROR WALTZ’: 


Coler by TECHNICOLOR 4 
A Paramount Pieture 


Spectacular Stage Presentation 
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DAN DAILEY 
‘Give My Regards to B’way’ 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
On Variety Stage—The Andrews Sisters 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
On ice Stage— 
Cerel'tynne © Arnoid Shoda 
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fornia, the northwest, Denver and | 


st. ________ | Class with many radio games that 


Monepely Countercharge 
In N.Y. %-Chiseling Suit 


For the first time since the eight 
majors started blanketing the coun- 
try with percentage-chiselling ac- 
tions, a triple damage, anti-trust 
counterclaim was raised last week 
in one of these suits. Monopoly 
countercharge was filed in N. Y. 
supreme court for $150,000 dam- 
ages by Nathan Steinberg, Leonard 
i Finkelstein and the Parkway 
| Theatre Corp. 

Defense was made in two suits 
brought by RKO and Metro which 
claimed the defendants had turned 
in phoney boxoffice reports on per- 
| centage pix played in the Parkway, 
'Mt. Vernon, N. Y. Both distribs 
| are charged with depriving the 
/house of product since 1937 and 
with conspiring to restrain trade. 

Parkway which is a last-run 
house should ordinarily be a first- 
run, it is maintained. 


ED DORFMANN EXITS 
UWF TO PROD. OWN 16M 


Edmund L. Dorfmann, formerly 
|United World Films’ veepee in 

















|eharge of production, has moved | 


filmmaking. His vacancy at UWF, | 
'subsid of Universal, will not be | 
| filled since the company’s outside | 
| production program is confined to 
|36 shorts being made by Louis de 
Rochemont Associates and 32 reels 
which Dorfmann has pacted to de- | 
liver within three years. 


Dorfmann has other film interests. 
He has a piece in several indie pix 
now being produced on the Coast 
for 20th-Fox. In association with 
Laurel Films, film rights to “Guil- 
ty Bystander” and the Broadway 
legiter “A Young Man’s Fancy” 
| have been acquired. Laurel is cur- 
rently negotiating for release 
through United Artists. 

New producing unit, besides de- 
livering to UWF, will make docu- 
mentary features for the Protes- 
tant Film Commission and pix in- 
tended for television. Dorfmann. 
left for the Coast over the week- 
end for a two-month visit. 


‘Nais’ Makes 5th French 
Pic to Get Charch Nay 


National Legion of Decency con- 
tinued its high-gear rampage 
against foreign pix this week when 
it slapped the French pic ‘“Nais” 
with a C or condemned rating. 
“Nais” now makes the fifth Gallic 
feature to take the axe from the 
Catholic reviewing group in the 
past seven months. One other im- 
port, the Swedish-made “Tor- 
ment,” has also incurred the Le- 
gion’s wrath in that period. 

Legion's latest action again illus- 
trates the point that Hollywood 
films have been getting a clean bill 
of health from unofficial censor- 
ship groups while foreign pix have 
found themselves in increasing dif- 
ficulties. Last Yank feature to land 
in the Legion’s blackbook was 
Charles Chaplin’s “Monsieur Ver- 
doux” in 1947. 

“Nais” is a filmization by Marcel 
Pagnol of Emile Zola’s “Nais 
Micoulin.” Siritzky released it in 
the U. S. Other recently banned 
pix include ‘“Passionelle,” ‘“Vol- 
pone,” “The Eternal Return” and 
“Fric Frac.” 








Cincy Exhibitor Pinched 
For Running Bingo House 


Cincinnati, July 6. 
Charged with violating the Ken- 
tufcky lottery statute, Willis Vance, 
operator of six nabes in Greater 
Cincy, was arrested by county po- 
lice Friday (2) for conducting the 
“Wahco Quiz Game” at the Dixie 
Gardens drive-in in Lookout 
Heights, Ky., opposite Cincy. 
Hearing is scheduled for tomorrow 

(Wed.) in Kenton county court. 
Game is described as being simi- 
lar to bingo. Vance, who has long 
been active in exhib associations, 
contends that Wahoo is in the same 


offer prizes. 


2 New Upstate N. Y. Drive-Ins 
Albany. 
New drive-ins in the Albany ter- 
Platibundh tail: b Ber Hobbs. 
y Ben Hobbs, 
Dannemora bito 


exhi r. 
John Free has opened the 
Riverside drive-in at Ogdensburg, 





nh 








serviced by-Albany exchanges, 








Skouras Tops | 


Continued from page 2 


Ronald Colman, $75,824; Thomas 
J. Connors, $110,400; Linda Dar- 
nell, $111,333; Richard W. Day, 
$78,000; Philip Dunne, $83,810; 
Mack Gordon, $104,000; Edmund 
Goulding, $178,333; Betty Grable, 
$299,333; Rex Harrison, $174,750; 
Henry Hathaway, $136,666; June 
Haver, $80,708; Richard B. Haymes, 
$95,000; Frederick Herbert, $134,- 
125: Samuel Hoffenstein, $92,325; 


Bruce Humberstone, $99,583; 
Harry James, $100,036; George 
Jessel, $117,666; Henry King, 


$165,006; Fred Kohimar, $91,000; 
Walter R. Lang, $185,000; Louis D. 
Lighton, $140,000; Ernst Lubitsch, 
$120,000; Joseph Mankiewicz, 
$190,333; Gene Markey. $109,825; 
Mary C. McCall, Jr., $106,000; Wil- 
liam C. Michel, $84,800; Thomas 
Mitchell, $121,875; George Mont- 
gomery, $84,916; Joseph Mosko- 
witz, $104,000; Alfred Newman, 
$104,333; Lloyd B. Nolan, $76,300; 
Maureen O’Hara, $199,333; John H. 
Payne, $96,875; William Perlberg, 
$182,000; Tyrone Power, $189,500; 
Otto L. Preminger, $206,750; Vin- 
cent Price, Jr., $79,400; Gregory 
Ratoff, $182,000; Cesar Romero, 


Thomas Dimitew, vice president | out to form his own Dorfmann | $89,250; Lew Schreiber, $130,000; 
and treasurer. Studios are at Reno | Productions, concentrating on 16M | George E, Seaton, $156,000; Spy- | 


ros P. Skouras, $201,899; John M 
Stahl, $195,000; Gene Tierney, 
$195,000; Lamar Trotti, $149,520; 
Clifton Webb, $97,000; Cornel L. 
Wilde, $130,000; Robert G. Young, 
$100,000, Darryl F. Zanuck, 
$260,000. 

20th-Fox International Corp.— 

Murray Silverstone, $91,283. 

United Artists Corp. — Gradwell 
L. Sears, $130,000. 


Pix Distrib 


i. Continued from page 5 









demonstration was able to effect a 
line standard of only about 400, as 
compared to the estimated line 


standard of 1,500 for the standard 
motion picture frame. Twentieth 
research department, however; is 
rumored to have improved the pic- 
ture quality already to a point 
where it compares favorably to the 
best im standard film projection. 
Only if that stamdard is reached, 
it’s believed, will the public accept 
the system, since they're accus- 
tomed to receiving perfect clarity 
= definition in their regular film 
are. 


Twentieth’s plans for establish- 
ing a nationwide circuit of theatre 
tele installations, as reported ex- 
clusively in Variety last week, 
were confirmed here by _ both 
Skouras and his brother Charles, 
prexy of National Theatres. Lat- 
ter revealed he’s now planning to 
install theatre TV equipment in 
the Carthay Circle theatre, Los 
Angeles, as the next step in the 
chain. Spyros, meanwhile, declared 
that 20th is interested in theatre 
tele because it presents an oppor- 
tunity to provide theatres with 
“higher types of entertainment 
than they’re getting today,” inelud- 
ing Broadway shows, symphony 
oreh, ete. He declared, moreover, 


that home tele and theatre tele 
would complement each other. 
each providing different types of 
programs. 





20th’s Overhead 


Continued from page 5 


producer-director Preston Sturges, 
who raked in $370,650 from 20th. 
Second spot was held by produc: 
tion veepee Darryl F. Zanuck, who 
took $260,000, while Spyros P. 
Skouras, company prexy, came in 
a shade behind with $253,200. 

Report discloses that 20th’s ex: 
penses for checking on percentage 
pix and auditing of books reached 
the big figure of $724,090 during 
the year. Of this, company doled 
out $627,700 to Confidential Re- 
ports, Inc. and $96,390 to the law 
firm of Sargoy & Stein. Motion 
Picture Assn. of America was paid 
$277,357 as dues while the Ameri- 
can Arbitration Assn. was given 
$59,521, 

Funded debt of the parent org 


was $5,000,000 as of Dec. 27, 1947, 
on an authorized bank loan of $25,- 
000,000. Loan is payable at $250,000 
quarterly with the first instalment 
due Dec. 15, 1950, 


SOPEG Showdown 
On NY. Collarites 


Girding for a showdown fight 
with the major film companies over 
new contract negotiations slated to 
start this summer, Screen Office 
& Professional Employees Guild 
is currently trying to stiffen its 
;membership ranks against rival 
union raiding tactics. SOPEG ex. 
ecs are particularly anxious {o 
avoid another United Artists sitya. 
tion where, during pact talks with 
the company, they were outflanked 
by Local H-63, white collarite 
union of the International Al!liance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees. 

Countering industry hints that 
no deal will be made with SOPEG 
again unless it obeys the Taft- 
Hartley law, union officials are 
currently grinding out mimeo- 
graphed arguments in defense of 
their non-compliance stand. 

Sounding out the membership 
sentiments, SOPEG is conducting 
informal polis in each of the com- 
pany chapters on reactions to the 
union’s non-compliance position. 
At Columbia Pictures, the mem- 
bership upheld the union, 128 vot- 
ing in approval of the policy, 51 
voting against and 15 abstaining. 
| Existence of a large minority op- 
| position, however, is seen as the 
|kernel of a movement to swing 
laway from SOPEG. 
| Settlement of the UA jurisdic- 
‘tional dispute between SOPEG and 
| Local H-63, meanwhile, is nearing 
_conclusion with the National Labor 
|Relations Board slated to hold 
‘union shop elections in the next 
,couple of weeks. Hearings before 
|NLRB officer Arthur Younger took 
a new twist this week as Cecile 
Schuman, a UA employee, asked 
to be placed on the ballot as an 
individual to represent her fellow 
employees. SOPEG has been de- 
nied a place on the ballot due to 
its defiance of the T-H law. 

Local H-63 execs branded Miss 
‘Schuman as being a “front” for 
_SOPEG, charging she was chapter 
‘chairman for SOPEG during the 
‘run of its contract which expired 
| May 31. Younger declared he 
would investigate Miss Schuman’s 
affiliations before setting a date 
for bargaining agency elections. 


—_ 














FIVE-STAR 


—— 
LOS ANGELES 


11 hours, 10 minutes 


on 
CHICAGO 
3% hours 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-5000 
or your travel agent 


Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal 
Rockefeller Center « Hotel New Yorker 
120 Broadway ¢ Hotel St. George 


AMERICAN 
. AIRLINES . 














Always 
THE SHOWMAN’S FRIEND 
in L04 Angeles 
500 idioidoen Rooms 


with both ond radio ri 
"Everything New but the Name 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Fifth at Spring @ Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 
Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O- 











Now Specializing 
in Refreshment 
‘oncessions for 


mePERES 





from’ Coast to Coast 











BumcmaadA DRIVE-IN THEATRES 
SPORTSERVICE, mc. JACOBS BROS. 
HURST BLDG. BUFFALO, N.Y 
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NETWORK EXEC TURNOVER UP 


Death in the Afternoon 


There was a sort of death-in-the-afternoon atmosphere surround- 


ing the luncheon tossed last week in New York for Clifford J. Durr 
upon his stepping down as a member of the Federal Communications 


Commission. 


If, as suggested by his ex-colleague, the former FCC 


chairman James Lawrence Fly, they “came to bury Clifford, not to 


praise him,” the funeral repast was a huge success. 


The eulogies 


were magnificent, the praise unstinting—tributes worthy of a man 
who, as a seven-year servant in the communications field, remained 
steadfast in his convictions as the conscience of the broadcasting 


industry. 


But how ironic that the jubilation should follow upon the excom- 


munication of “the conscience.” 


Seldom during his term of office as 


a fighting commissioner was there occasion for praise or appreciation 


or cooperation, 


Those who sided with him were few, but from all 


sides, to again quote Fly, he was belted and flayed, and only now, 
stripped of authority as a Government agent, had it become “safe” 


to extol his virtues. 


Few followed his leadership or stood behind him in the good fight. 
Few there were who appreciated his clarity of vision in safeguarding 


the use of radio for the public interest. 


Few assisted him in his 


courageous fight to retain the balance of power between the vast 


listening audience and the station operator. 


The lone dissenter stood 


virtually without adherents in his struggle to maintain a democratic 


radio. 


Yet on this day, from all segments of the industry, they came to 


praise. 


All raised the cup of eulogy. 


Now it was safe. 








Studio One’ in Balance as CBS, 
K&E Tiff on ‘Ford Theatre’ Control 


Kenyon & Eckhardt and CBS are + 


in a quiet tussle for production 
control of the “Ford Theatre” pro- 
gram, which will be heard on that 
network Friday nights when it 
returns to the air Oct. 1. The 
sponsor will, of ceurse, make the 
decision as to where the produc- 
tion authority will lie, but the 
agency still holds the reins at the 
moment, and can retain them if it 
is determined to do so. F 
With the move to the Friday 
night spot on CBS, after NBC 
repeatedly failed to come through 
with a better time than 5-6 p.m. 
Sundays, the motor firm also de- 


cided to revise the “Theatre” show, 


abandoning the non-name policy in 
favor of guest starg and raising the 
budget from $11, (net) to $15,- 
000-$16,000. It was also figured on 
shuffling the production staff. As 
tentatively planned now, Leonard 
Erickson, K & E radio director, is 
to produce and Fletcher Markel, 
CBS staffer, is to direct, thus tak- 
ing over the combined function of 
George Zachary, producer-director 
last season. : 

CBS is understood trying to 
instal] its own staff to handle the 
entire production setup of _the 
show, but thus far K & E has given 
a preliminary acceptance of Markel 
as director, but otherwise is hold- 
ing off any decision. Meanwhile, 
with Markel apparently set for the 


(Continued on page 29) 


Cowan vs. Cowan 
A Sun. Nite Ripley 


Unusual situation has cropped 
up whereby a package impresario 
is competing with himself in the 
Sunday night network sweep- 
stakes. It has to do with the Lou 
Cowan-packaged “RFD America 
show which has moved from a Sun- 
day afternoon slot on NBC into 
the web’s 8:30 at night segment as 
summer replacement for the Fred 

en show. : ; 
A RED" is competing with ABC s 
fabulous “Stop the Music,” which 
is also a Cowan package. ; 

The only solace Cowan derives 
from the odd situation is his hunch 
that the two programs will attract 
different type audiences, although 
“RFD” has a quiz format, too. 


Bernard Exits ‘Blondie’ 
Hollywood, July 6. 
After several years as —_ r 
of the ‘Blondie” series, = r- 
nard has been yanked off the ow 
by the William Bvw- agency. 
senhall Taylor e 
” No explanation has been offered 


for the switch. 














Gimbel Demo Host 
Philadelphia, July 6. 

Benedict Gimbel, Jr., president 
and general manager of WIP, has 
been appointed chairman for the 
Independence Hall ceremonies 
sponsored jointly by the Demo- 
cratic’ National Convention and 
the Philadelphia Chamber of Com- 
merce, 

The event includes an informal 
tour by all the Governors, U. S. 
Senators, Congressmen and May- 
ors attending the Demo parley. 
Gimbel will also be chairman for 
the Democratic executive dinner 
July 9, the guests at which will be 
the members of President Tru- 
man’s cabinet. 


Bcasters Must 
Fight for Their 
Rights, Sez Durr 


Clifford J. Durr, who stepped 
out June 30 as a member of the 
Federal Communications *Com- 
mission, sounded his valedictory 
at a farewell industry luncheon 
tossed in his honor at the Astor 
hotel, New York, last Thurs- 
day (1). 

In characteristic fashion, Durr, 
in the presence of about 100 rep- 
resentatives of all facets of the 
broadcasting industry, including 
many key executives, admonished 
the broadcasters to stand up and 
fight for their rights. 

Described by his ex-colleague 
and former chairman of the FCC, 
James Lawrence Fly, as a man 
who, though belted and flayed, 
has left his mark upon the in- 
dustry “because you cannot inter 
a conscience,” Durr expressed mis- 
givings over the shape of things. 
He expressed deep concern over 
the forces currently at work, par- 
ticularly the probings of the FBI 
into people’s thinking. 

He spoke as a man particularly 
saddened by the turn of events 
in the past year, characterizing 
specifically the position taken by 
the film industry in the recent J. 
Parnell Thomas probe as “one 
which won't inspire great con- 
fidence.” He deplored the fact that 
people are becoming afraid; that 
the inquisitors are already mov- 
ing into radio, and expressed the 
hope that radio will stand up 
against it. If it takes the easy 
course, Durr warned, “radio can 
lose its soul.” . 

The tributes to Durr were touch- 


(Continued on page 28) 
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SWITCH PARADE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


| 


Coming and going of executives | 
has become more and more fre- | 
quent at the networks since the | 
war’s end with trade interpreta- | 
tion, in the east at least, that the | 
webs now rival the once-notorious 
job. turnover tempo of the adver- 
tising agencies. 

The networks, like the agencies, 
are conscious of the morale con- 
sequences of job uncertainty, and 
both NBC and CBS have recently 
pointed up the importance of per- 
sonnel management by bestowing 
special consideration to the re- 
spective head men. NBC went to 
extraordinary efforts te hold 
Ernest de la Ossa when he was all 
set to transfer to General Electric, 
while CBS has now made its per- 
sonel department chief, Howard 
Housman, a vice-president. 


It’s recalled, too, that recently 
several advertising agencies, when 
shaken by account raids, went to 
speciai pains to re-absorb as many 
employes as possible to reduce the 
firing volume which has such a 
bad effect on all employes. 


Mutual Most Stable 


Among the networks, Mutual 
may have the most stable record 
for the moment, possibly because 
fewer employes are involved 
totaly. ABC was the most inse- 
cure some time ago, when execu- 
tives of the standing of Chester 
LaRoche, Edgar Kobak, Phillips 
Carlin, Robert Swezey and Hub- 
bell Robinson were involved in top 
level turnovers. Today the hiring- 
firing tempo at all the webs seems 
up, with CBS perhaps in the lead. 

Exact lists are of course un- 
available, but the files of Variety 
suggest the unmistakable rising 
turnover of executives of the first, 
second and third ranks. Not all 
executives are fired, of course. 
Many genuinely resign to move on 
to more lucrative posts. A few 
have retired on pension. 

Nothing more than a picture of 
“excutive turnover volume” is 
suggested by the following reprise 
of executives leaving NBC and 
CBS in recent years: 

NBC: Frank Mullen, A. L. Ashby, 
Frank Mason, James G. Harbord, 
Franklin Dunham, Lloyd Enger, 
Phillips Carlin, Wilfred Roberts, 
Abe Schechter, Lewis Titterton, 
Clarence -Menser, Mark Woods, 
E. P. H. James, Alfred Morton, 
George Engels, William Kostka, 
A. E. Nelson, Janet MacRorie, 


(Continued on page 28) 


Funk Buying 5-Minute 
Spots on 500 Stations 


Despite the limitations for ad- 
vertising copy set down in the new 
NAB code, Funk & Wagnalls isn’t 
running into any difficulty with 
the placement of its campaign on 
the company’s new encyclopedia. 
The F&W five-minute  transcrip- 
tions represent that many minutes 
of straight commercial, whereas 
the code specifies a maximum of a 
minute and 15 seconds for five- 
minute programs on day schedules. 

Leonard Advertising Agency, 
which is spotting the business, fig- 
-_ on buying as many as 500 sta- 
tions. 








Mark Woods 


President of the American Broad- 
casting Co. 


‘Room for Everybody’ 


> 8 


an editorial feature in the 
3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 


EDITION 


of 


VARIETY 
to be published soon 

















$7,000,000 ‘Stop Music’ Airer Set 
To Invade All Show Biz Media : 
May Become Top Boxoffice Draw 





Could Be 


Theatre offices are going 
nuts answering phone calls 
from radio dialers trying to 
find out the name of that 20th- 
Fox newsreel! signature num- 
ber that’s the current “Stop 
the Music” mystery tune. Film 
and newsreel houses also are 
being swamped with letters of 
inquiry. It’s reported the 
Paramount, N. Y., already has 
received 15,000 inquiries. 

Meantime, in Chicago the 
Sun-Times is continuing to be 
dogmatic in printing the title 
of the mystery tune, but let 
a cagey note creep in last 
week. Paper coyly asked, 
“Could it be the ‘World Events 
March’?” 


AFRA Ranks, Hit 
By Giveaways, 
Ask Com’ Fees 


Chicago, July 6. 

The American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists is planning another at- 
tempt to have giveaway and “co- 
operative” sustaining programs 
classed as commercials for the pur- 
poses of determining performer 
fees. Newest move in that direc- 
tion will be aimed principally at 
giveway stanzas, against which 
there has been agitation among the 
union membership, on the ground 
that their audience-participation 
format is decreasing actor employ- 
ment. AFRA will use the broad- 
casters’ own ruling to prove such 
shows should be classified as com- 
mercial. 

Under the new code of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters, 
adopted recently in Los Angeles, 
any sustainer on which the brand 
name of a giveaway is mentioned, 
is to be considered a commercial. 
AFRA will try to apply that rule 
to the question of classifying 
shows for determining whether the 
sustaining or commercial scale 
should be paid the talent. Gen- 
erally, the talent involved is mere- 
ly an announcer, as most give- 
away shows are audience-participa- 
tion. However, similar action will 
be taken against any other type 
programs on which giveaways are 
mentioned by brand. 

AFRA attempted several years 
ago to have “cooperative” sustain- 
ers rated as commercials, but move 
was overruled in an _ arbitration 
hearing. In that instance, the se- 
ries was a dramatic show, using 
material from a magazine and 
broadcast as a sustainer, but “in 
cooperation with” the publicatian. 
There has never been any question 
of the commercial designation of 
network shows sponsored on a lo- 
cal co-op basis. 


Ruling on Giveaways In 
Code a Headache as Webs 


Sign New Setup Pacts 


The four major networks got 
together last week to meet the 
squawks of advertisers forced to 
sign contracts conforming to the 
new NAB code, which went into 
effect Thursday (1). The webs 
promised to take steps to bring all 
contracts into line with the code’s 
advertising restrictions by next 
Jan. 1. 

Subject to these “required 
changes in program operation,” the 
code is in effect on all four nets, 
the top brass announced following 
a dinner meeting with NAB prexy 
Justin Miller at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., Thursday night. 

During their five-hour closed 
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Riding on the crest of the cur- 
rent giveaway wave of popularity, 
Lou Cowan, package boss of the 
$2,000,000 ABC network grosser, 
‘Stop the Music,” is mapping a 
multiple-faceted campaign for the 
program which may make it the top 
boxoffice attraction of any show 
that ever came off the radio kilo- 
cycles. 

Within the next few months, it’s 
anticipated that “Music,” through 
the contemplated all-show-biz 
media spread, will virtually become 
an industry in itself, with a multi- 
million dollar gross payoff. 

Under present plans, “Music” 
next fall will be showcased on 
radio; television; as a touring road 
company attraction; will be spot- 
lighted in a Decca album, and as a 
King Features syndicated column, 
_ may wind up as the basis for a 

m. 

Already booked into the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., for a Broadway 
showcase presentation, the booking, 
if successful, will inspire a whole 
flock of road company “Music” 
shows to tour the nation’s presenta- 
tion-vaude houses, state fairs and 
other al freseo attractions. Deals 
will be on the same guarantee- 
percentage basis as the Capitol 


date. 
TV Setup Sure 


The tele version of “Music” is set 
as a certainty for the fall. The King 
Features syndicated “giveaway” 
strip is scheduled for fall release, 
with the “format” apparently all 
worked out already. Negotiations 
have already taken place with Jack 
Kapp for the release of the Decca 
album featuring the musical high- 
spots of the “Music” giveaway. 

One picture deal has thus far 
been rejected, with likelihood that 
a new one will be worked out in the 
near future. 

Although on the air but a short 
time, “Music” has already grabbed 
off the No. 2 t on the Hooper 
Top 15, with only Walter Winchell 


for the coveted No. 1 position in 
upcoming tallies. 


¢ 
Dangles 3006 
Saving on B-M Biz 
With CBS still harboring hope of 
winning over Philco and its Bing 
Crosby program, ABC is putting 
on an intensive pitch to swing 
Bristol-Myers’ “Duffy’s Tavern” 
and “District Attorney” into its 
Wednesday night schedule. Pres- 
entation made B-M involves spot- 
ting Crosby from 8:30 to 9 Wednes- 
day and having “Duffy” and D. A.” 
follow the crooner in that order. 
ABC’s argument to B-M for the 
switch of the two programs from 
NBC (also Wednesday night) 
stresses two factors: (1) the advan- 
tage of following Crosby, and (2), 
a savings of around $300,000 a 
year in time costs. Bristol has 
turned the proposition over to the 
two ad agencies concerned—Young 
& Rubicam and Doherty, Clifford 
& Shenfield—for study and rec- 
ommendation. 


Metzger Quits WTAM 
After 19-Yr. Regime 


Cleveland, July 6. 

Hal Metzger, member of the 
WTAM staff for 19 years, and sta- 
tion program director since 1935, 
has resigned to enter another bus- 
iness. Resignation came in a let- 
ter to station manager John Mc- 
Cormick. Metzger did not disclose 
his new venture. 

He is being succeeded by acting 
program director Chet Zohn, for- 











merly station vocalist, and for the . 


past several years station night 
manager. 
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BMB to 


Television and FM in addition + 


to AM audiences will be measured 
in, the Broadcast Measurement Bu- 


reau’s March, 1949, nationwide 
survey of station and network lis- 
teners, BMB prexy Hugh Feltis 
announced this week. In addition, 
frequency of listening will be 
gauged, as a supplement to the to- 
tal weekly audience figures. 

These new features in the No. 2 
study, Feltis asserted. should make 
it even more valuable than the 
No. 1 survey (made in 1946), which 
has established itself as an im- 
portant industry tool in buying 
and selling radio time as well as 
for promotion and merchandising 
campaigns, allocation of . radio 
costs and station management. The 
developments stem from the ex- 
periences of advertisers, agencies 
and broadcasters (who share 
equally in BMB’s operation) in 
using bureau data. 

New ballot forms have already 
been tested, seeking accurate info 
on the audiences of TV and FM 
as well as AM, Feltis reported. 
As for the frequency feature, the 
BMB prexy explained: 

“Many users of BMB data: be- 
lieve that our total weekly audi- 
ence figures would be even more 
valuable if they were supplement- 
ed by information which would in- 
dicate the extent to which each 
station’s audience listens during 
the week. First BMB had to de- 
termine whether to measure this 
extent of listening in terms of the 
number of days per week which 
families listen to a_ station or 
the total time they listen to it. The 
two are by no means the same. A 
family may listen to one station 
more days per week, to another 
station more minutes per week, 
and may listen to more individual 
programs on still another station.” 

Difference of Opinion 

(On this point, BMB and Hoo- 
per, who's peddling a new Station 
Area Listening Index, differ vi- 
olently. Hooper claims that, after 
much experimentation, he found 
the most satisfactory question to 
be: “To what stations do you Hs- 
ten most frequently or most of 
the time?” This gives listeners 
their choice of two yardsticks and 
they can mix them, in naming sta- 
tions, as they see fit.) 

BMB decided to “concentrate on 

the most stable factors,” Feltis 
said, “and measure and report on 
frequency as distinguished from 
duration of listening. Current 
experimentation will determine 
how this supplementary informa- 
tion will be reported. It may be 
expressed as average daily audi- 
er.ce—the number of families that 
listen to the station in the course 
of an average day.” The informa- 
tion would be r@ported separately 
for daytime and night. 
» Also under discussion, Feltis dis- 
closed, is a suggestion that the 
total number of stations listened to 
by 10% or more of the radio fami- 
lies be showr in*the Area Report 
for each county ind reported city, 
separately day and night. 

The BMB Statior Audience Re- 
prints will show both weekly audi- 
ence and frequency of listening, 
expressed perhaps in average daily 
audience. In addition, the reprints 
will incorporate summary data of 
such items as decile tables and 
day anc night audience maps. The 
printing of BMB maps as part of 
the reprints, Feltis said, would an- 
sver a widespread demand from 
advertisers, agencies and_ sub- 
scribers. : 





If Demmy Keynote Runs 
Overtime, Fight Gets 

Ballantine, in its bid to dominate 
the radio sponsorship sports pic- 
ture, has negotiated a deal for a 
full Mutual network pickup of the 
Ike Williams-Beau Jack lightweight 
Senge bout from Philadel- 

a. 

Fight will be staged the night of 

July 12, night of the Democratic 
Convention keynote speech. The 
Ballantine deal is such that, if the 
keynote talk runs overtime, the 
bout will be delayed in order to 
permit a network pickup from the 
opening gong. 
- As in its sponsorship deal on the 
' Zale-Graziano bout, negotiations 
for a tele pickup of the Philly fight 
have thus far been unsucce 


° 


BS Ane Seat sy, 


Measure FM, TV Audiences; 
Also Adding New Frequency Feature 
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Summer Premieres 
5 (July 7-17) 


Wed., July 7 
“National Minstrels,” with 
Anisteen Allen, Bull Moose 
Jackson, Paul Breckenridge, 
Lucky Millinder orch and all- 
Negro cast (Dennis Day re- 
placement); sustaining; NBC, 
from N. Y.; Wed., 8-8:30 p.m., 
EDT. 
Thurs., July 8 
“Suspense,” with guest stars 
(Dick Haymes replacement); 
Auto - Lite (Newell - Emmett); 
CBS, from Hollywood; Thurs., 
9-9:30 p.m., EDT. 
Sat., July 16 
Morey Amsterdam Show, 
with Ginnie Powell, Hank 
Sylvern orch (Joan Davis re- 
placement); co-operative; CBS 
from N. Y.; Sat., 9-9:30 p.m., 
EDT. 
Wed., July 14 
“Mr. Chameleon,” with Karl 
Swenson, Frank Butler, Julie 
Stevens, Victor Arden 
(‘American Melody Hour’ re- 
placement); Sterling Drug 
(Dancer - Fitzgerald - Sample); 
CBS, from N. Y.; Wed., 8-8:30 
p.m., EDT. 
Thurs., July 15° 
Ray Noble orch, with Ilene 
Woods (Jack Carson-Eve Ar- ~ 
den replacement); National 
Dairy (Ayer); NBC, from Hol- 
lywood; Thurs., 9:30-10 p.m., 
EDT. 








WNYC Cavalcade 
25th Anni Highspot 


New York’s city-owned indie, 
WNYC, will celebrate its 25tH anni , 
tomorrow (Thurs.) with an all-day 
array of special shows starring tal- 


ent from nearly every other sta- 
tion in Gotham. High spot of the 
day will be the airing of a docu- 
mentary, “Cavalcade of WNYC,” 
with Grover Whalen, in which the 
recorded voice of the late Mayor 
F. H. LaGuardia will be heard 
reading the comic strips. 

Parade of guest shows lined up 
by George Wallach, program di- 
rector, includes: WNBC’s Jinx and 
Tex McCrary; WCBS’ Bill Leonard 
in his “This Is New York”; WLIB’s 
Estelle M. Sternberger; WEVD’'s 
“Pride and Prejudice’; WNEW’s 
Martin Block; WMCA’s Andre Ba- 
ruch and Bea Wain; WOV’s Freddie 
Robbins, Rosalie Alien and Bill 
Williams; WINS’ Jack Lacey, Art 
Scanlon and Don Goddard, and 
WHN’s Ted Husing and his “Band- 
stand.” 

Vincent Lopez and his orch will 
contribute a stint. In addition, 
there will be special “salutes” 
from the BBC, the United Nations, 
WJZ, WQXR and others. 

Teeoff show, at 12 noon, will be 
a “WOR Salutes WNYC” musical 
stanza directed by Sylvan Levin, 
musical director of WOR. 


DR. GOODMAN BOWS OUT 
OF CHURCH AIR SCENE 


The best-known figure in reli- 
gious radio has retired from the 
scene. Dr. Frank C. Goodman, 70, 
turned in his resignation last week 
as exec secretary of the department 
of religious radio in the Federal 


Council of Churches of Christ of 
America. He had been with the 
council 31 years. Although he has 
never spoken ‘on the air, he ar- 
ranged 12,000 network broadcasts 
and 10,000 local programs during 
his career. 

Dr. J. Quinter Miller, acting ex- 
ecutive secretary of the recently 
organized Protestant Radio Com- 
mission, is taking over Dr. Good- 
man’s functions temporarily. Wes- 
ley Goodman, son of Dr. Goodman, 
who. has been with the council’s 
radio setup for 10 years, is con- 
tinuing in charge of its network | 
productiens. 

Over the weekend, Milton Krentz, 
head of # N. Y. ad agency, joined 





| 
| 
orch 
| 





KLZ NEWS EDITOR 


WILLIAM ‘Bill’ PARKER 


A one-time Reuters correspondent 


in Europe and Asia, Parker is 
tvpical of KLZ news. personnel 
selected for experience and news 


know-how. 
| KLZ, DENVER. 


MBS to Claim 
No.1 Spot on Its 
‘Listenability 


It looks like Mutual, which has 
adopted a new subtitle of “the 500- 
Station Network (World’s Largest),” 
‘is about to claim that its daytime 
/coverage, on the basis of “listen- | 

| ability,” exceeds that of any net- | 
| work. 

The whole story of Mutual’s 

| findings in both daytime and night- | 
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totals and percentages in accord- | 





From the Production Centres 





IN NEW YORK CITY 


' nationwide lecture tour next season 


| The Robert Rices have bought a home at Nyack, N. Y. She's a radio 
actress; he’s with the New Yorker 


...Earle McGill is booked for 
. Meanwhile, he and Howard Teich. 


mann are gandering the national political conventions, with the idea 


of getting background material to 


r a radio series....Wiiliam Lewis, 


vice-president of Kenyon & Eckhardt, took time off during the Repub. 


lican convention to tabulate ballots 


for Bob Trout, of NBC. 


Bill Garden did the direction for NBC of the telecast of the Joe 
Louis-Jersey Joe Walcott fight June 25. 


Quip going the rounds is that ¢ 


with FCC, now that Freda Hennoc 


averyone is dying to come to grips 


k’s on the bench....Socony, which 


hasn’t put any chips in network radio since the Borge-Goodman exit 


last season, is taking a long gander 


roads, perennial bridesmaid in rad 
an air splurge at a board meeting 
kudo for Life-NBC’s job on GOP, 
ignored, brought howls of “bias!” 
Seal Harbor, Me., for all July. 


at tele....Assn. of American Rail- 
io advertising, will once, again mull 
at month’s end....Time’s full-page 
with other webs and radio totally 

WOR prez Ted Streibert off to 


Mert Koplin has relieved Bruce Elliott as spinner of kiddie disks 


in Mutual’s 5 p.m. strip. “Advent 


ure Parade,” formerly in this slot, 


has been moved down to 5:30 as “Capt. Midnight’s” summer standin... . 


Doubleday expanding its Jacques— 


P. F. James, head of a London ad ; 


his son, Mutual veeree E. P. H 


Fray-WNBC tab to half an hour..., 
agency, here spending a month with 
James. ...National Assn. of Manu- 


facturers has added tele to Johnny Johnstone’s title as radio direc. 


tor....WINS has latched onto Col 
Mitchell Grayson moved 
Meets the Critics’ Sunday (4). 


in as 
He'll also assist Marty Stone, indie 


umbia U.’s grid games for the fall, 
executive producer of “Author 


packager, on the latter’s other radio and tele shows, additionally con- 
tinuing, however, to direct “Big Sister” on CBS....Ward Wilson is 
staying on with “Can You Top This?” and exiting “What’s My Name?”, 
instead of vice versa, as reported last week....Adelaide Hawley is 
narrating a series of tele films for Celanese Corp., via Ellington agency 
....WMAR-TY, Baltimore, has bought Telenews-INS’ weekly reel.... 


Aaron Rubin pacted as scripter for 


“Mr. Ace & Jane’”’....Peter Aylen, 


of UN’s radio staff, off to the Coast. On return, he’ll hop to Paris for 
three months....Lyman Bryson has a piece on adult education in 


the current Ladies Home Journal 
to the Coast for a fortnight. 


A national advertiser talking of 


..CBS research chief Oscar Katz 


bankrolling Gabriel Heatter’s up- 


coming “Mailbag” co-op on 60 or more MBS outlets....Trade is 


speculating on the future of radio 
the sheet had daily air news. Now i 


Since the “Mystery Chef’’ seri 


coverage by the N.Y. Star. As PM, 
t’s down to a once weekly piece.... 


jtime “listenability” won’t be told| Anne Seymour into the “Evelyn Winters” cast....Ian MacdAllister 
probably until early September, it’s | added to “David Harum”’ roster....Michael Artists with “Lorenzo 
/now learned. The web is going to| Jones”....Charles Egelston and Harvey Stephens joined “Just Plain 
its comparative audience | Bill” and “Front Page Farrell,” respectively. 


es started Saturday mornings on 


ance with the Broadcast Measure- | WNBC, New York, Campbell's soup has bought sponsorship of another 
ment Bureau’s just-released new | of the three available spots, giving it two and Church & Dwight baking 


estimates of total U.S. radio fami-| soda the third... . Barbara Becker set for a running part in “Just Plain 


lies. 
gone up from 33,998,000 to 37,-| 
623,000.) 

But there is a tipoff in a booklet | 
which Mutual published last week, | 
hailing the web’s addition last 
month of its 500th affiliate and set- 
ting forth Mutual’s “new concept 
of network service.” (It amounts 
to a claim that, with 500 “live- 
wire” outlets, the web offers 
unique “merchandising at the com- 
munity level to advertising on a 
national scale.” 

In bar graphs, the web shows its 


(Continued on page 28) 








Safecracking Is Made 
Respectable in WMIN, 
St. Paul, Giveaway Stunt 


Minneapolis, July 6. 

New twist in giveaways here 
brought a lot of innocent people 
into the profession of safecracking. 
' Cortland J. Silver, St. Paul 
jeweler, in a WMIN campaign re- | 
vealed he had in his store a safe 
laden with $3,500 worth of ex- 
pensive trinkets, and invited the 
public to try opening the safe. 
— opening it could take the 
oot. A 

WMIN, over a three-week period, 
broadcast clues to the combination. 
Hundreds tried it, some approach- 
ing the job with obvious experi- 
ence. Mrs. Margaret Martin, 23. 
art history student, finally walked 
in with the clues figured, and 
opened the sfrongbox in a few 
seconds. She got the valuables. 

: Silver, once stopped from using 
signature “Hi Ho, Silver,” is fig- 
uring out another gimmick. 


Hal Kanter 
thinks 


“Even Wrestlers Work 
Better with Scripts— 
. Why Not Tele?” 


7 7 7 
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the new commission on a con- 
tractual basis to oversee some of | 
the phases of its operations. 
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(The total, since 1946, has/| Bill,’ which Norman Sweetser directs....Christine Squire, of the 


Schwimmer & Scott radio department, in last week for a periodic look 
at New York production and to renew local contacts....William M. 
Ramsey, here last week for contract-signing ceremonies for Procter & 
Gamble’s new “Fashions on Parade” video series, not due back again 


until July 26. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Meredith Willson back in town after his Mason City and New York 
trip of almost a month....Bob Redd, Jack Carson show producer, 
planes to Scotland and Ireland on vacation when the stanza makes its 


last bow tomorrow (8)....Dolores 


Crane, CBS presp info department 


secretary, and Stuart Novins, special events director for KNX and CBS 


Coast net, were hitched Tuesday (6) 


....Ben Alexander takes over quiz- 


master spot on “Noah Webster Says’? while Haven MacQuarrie vaca- 


tions. ...Harry Von Zell subs on ‘ 
O'Keefe dittoes....Wick Crider here to teeoff American Tobacco’s 


‘Double or Nothing” while Walter 


“Let's Talk Hollywood” for BBD&O....David E. Green, back after a 
year in Europe, opened publicity offices to plug Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 


product....Barbara Eiler last-minu 
Mel Torme show... 
son’s final broadcast of “My Frien 


te sub for Janet Waldo in the new 


Cy Howard off for European vacation after sea- 


d Irma”....Milt Samuel, Bob Mc- 


Andrews and Tom Connolly back at their desks at Young & Rubicam 
-... Jack Meakin, NBC musical director, recuping from broken rib 


sustained while playing baseball wi 
Jones and Helen Greco sail for th 
knot-tying ceremony at the Beverly 


th neighborhood moppets. . . .Spike 
ree-week honeymoon July 21 after 
Hills hotel. 


William Keighley off for New England vacation and Broadway play 
gandering....Kay Thompson and the Williams Brothers lined up for 
Wrigley’s allstar Thanksgiving and Christmas shows on CBS... .Hal 
Kanter, Artie Julian and Howard Leeds reoptioned for the fall on the 
Beulah show. ..-Jim Burton cut new tape-recorded stanza, “Luncheon 
at Lucey’s,” with Joy Hodges as femcee and Ronald Reagan, Col. Phil 
Cochran, Frank Veloz, Irene Hervey and Sammy Cahn as guests. ... 
Dorothy Dewes and Jeanne Kirk, “Breakfast in Hollywood” office 


Staffers, hitching this month with 


Monty Grimes and Jim Utterbach, 


respectively....Dick Day, formerly radio director for Community 
Chest, inked as head of BBD&O’'s new publicity department here... . 
Garry Moore bows out of “Take It Or Leave It” and “Breakfast in 
Hollywood” Aug. 21 for two-week vacation. 


Betty Mears of Russell Seeds agency placed in charge of tele and 
radio script writing class at Hollywood School of Radio Technique. 


KFWB will showcase “Modern Miracles,” new dramatic series by 


Hal 


Carlock and Don Johnson Friday (9). Thomas Freebairn-Smith pro- 
duces. .. Bob Holbrook, Compton agency prexy, and Lewis Tittertoh, 
radio director, due in Saturday (10)....Frank O’Connor of Ted Bates 
agency auditioning hillbilly talent for new Bob Burns show. . .. Harmon 
Nelson of Berg-Allenberg agency peddling new Frank Morgan package 


in which Morgan 
Ameche and Frances Langford.... 
in from New York on vacation - 
Chicago and New York sessions on t 
Kyser to Europe on vacation. . 
the “My Friend Irma” 
Soap. 


IN CHICAGO... 


goes solo again after last season’s go-round with Don 


Kari Schullinger of Pedlar & Ryan 


. Corny and Gail Jackson back from 


he Elgin shows. ...Kay and Georgia 


..Hans Conried, “Prof. Krapatkin” on 
show, reoptioned for two more seasons by Swan 


John Harper, formerly of International Harvester’s ad dept., is Mu- 


tual’s new co-op rep.. 
Lakes in his yacht, “Sis”... 
midwest sales manager of 


..Les Atlass, CBS veepee, cruising the Great 
.. Frank Breslin replaces Bill Wallace 45 
John E. Pearson Co. Wallace resigned to 


join the Minneapolis branch of Fred Ziy.... Bill Wilson, who shifted 


from ABC spot 


and local sales last April to special events chief of 


forthcoming WENR-TV, has returned to net sales as an account exec 
-...WXRT, new FM’er, teed off Sunday (4)....“Archie Andrews” re- 
newed by Swift & Co., effective Aug. 7, through J. Walter Thompson 


-..-Allen Prescott subs as “Breakfast Club” emcee while Don 


McNeill 


vacations in Canada this week ... Peter Reich, ex-Quiz Kid, now 4 
(Continued on page 28) 
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CBS SHEDS ITS 





. casters, the government’s domina- | 


Demonstration for Royal Highlights “DROPPING. 196 


Conference in B.A. STATION SETUP 


Free Radio 


Montevideo, July 6. 4 

Despite the efforts of the Ar- 
gentine government, the annual 
convention of the Inter-American 
Assn. of Broadcasters at Buenos 
Aires finally got a chance Sunday 
night (4) to express its feelings 
about ‘democracy and freedom 
from political domination. Having 
been kept occupied several days 
by a succession of official enter- 
tainments and social functions, the 
delegates broke into an enthusias- 
tic demonstration for John F. Roy- 
al, NBC v.p., representative from 
the U. S., and cheered the setting 
off of firecrackers to celebrate his 
country’s Independence Day. 

The fact that the meetings are 
being held in the Argentine capital, 
where the government maintains a 
firm grip on radio, gave particular 
point to Royal’s statements in be- 
half of the real freedom and re- 
sponsibility of broadcasters. Roy- 
al’s contribution to international 
radio and his aid and inspiration 
to the free broadcasters of Latin- 
America were mentioned in an in- 
troductory speech by Alcides Toro, 
of Venezuela, and the demonstra- 
tion was led by Emilio Azcarraga, 
of Mexico; S. Fantana, of Uruguay; 
Goar Mestre, of Cuba, and R. 
Machado, of Brazil. 

Deiegates Burned Up 

Although this is supposed to be 
a meeting between private broad- 





tion of Argentine radio is turning | 
the confab into a government con- 
trolled confab, with the radio men 
from the other American republics | 





burned up over the entire setup. | 
The Argentine Postal Savings | 
Bank, adjoining the Casa Rosada | 
Government House, has been! 
placed at the disposal of the con- | 
fab, while furniture and installa- | 


Program Shifts 
Unprecedented 


Shuffles and reshuffles over the 
past month affecting the nighttime 
network rosters next season are 
said by web execs to be unprece- 
dented. Bearing the brunt of the) 
activity have been the Friday night 
schedules on both NBC and CBS. 
They're still juggling them around, 
with likelihood that the picture 
won't crystallize itself for another 
three or four weeks. 

Another CBS occupant of years 
standing is scheduled to move over 
to NBC this fall, in the wake of 
International Silver’s decision to 
give Ozzie and Harriet a whirl on 
the NBC kilocycles. It’s the Pet 
Milk “Saturday Night Serenade” 
program, currently berthed in the 
CBS 10 p.m. Saturday spot but 
would like a choicer time segment. 

Just what segments Ozzie and 
“Serenade” go into hasn’t defi- 
nitely been determined. Ozzie may 
wind up in the Saturday at 8 pe- 
riod being vacated by P & G's 
“Life of Riley,” but there’s a pos- 
sibility that it may land the Sun- 
day 6:30-7 period if American 
Home Products’ “Hollywood Star 
Preview” show agrees to a new 
spot. There’s been talk of the lat- 
ter going into Wednesday night at 
10:30. Lf Ozzie gets Sunday at 6:30, 
the Pet Milk musical will go into 
Saturday at 8. 


Air St. L. Cops Graduation 


St. Louis, July 6. 

For the first time in the history 
of the St. Louis Police Dept. gradu- 
ating exercises of the police 
academy were broadcast. Last week 
KXOK tape recorded the proceed- 
ings and broadcast several hours 
Jater. This was the first class of the 
academy graduating under the new 
training system which is patterned 

» the FBI. 

gp eer whi at the exercises were 
Gov. Phil Donnelly, H. Sam Priest, 
president of the Board of Police 











Bob Trout 


discourses on and keys 
“The Answer on 
Television News”’ 
+ * = 
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WGN 's Overhaul 
Laid to Chi Trib 
Red Ink TV Dip 


Chicago, July 6. | 

Steady flow of red ink from! 
video operations is seen as the) 
main factor behind current re- | 
alignments in the broadcasting do- | 
main of the Chicago Tribune. Lat- 
est moves include George Harvey’s | 
transfer as WGN’s eastern sales | 





| manager to the post of WGN-TV 


sales chief, and the announcement 
that the FM’er, WGNB, will begin 
duplicating WGN programs next | 
month. 

Harvey takes over tele sales 
July 17 with present staffers Ted 
Weber and Bill Myers staying on 
as assistants. Less than 50% of 


| headache branch of radio. 


,and forgetting its Central 








CBS last week reversed its long- | 
time opposition to government 


operation of shortwave radio and 
went along with the David Sarnoff 
philosophy that private operators 
should get out of the deficit-and- | 

CBS is now not only discontinu- 
ing (as of Oct. 1) its foreign lang- | 
uage service to Europe and South | 
America, but it is also dropping | 
and | 
South American affiliated Cadena | 
de los Americas, a network of 126 | 
stations put together in 1941 by'| 


| William S. Paley personally. The | 
_CBS board chairman at that time | 
| toured South America with Paul | 


White and others and set deals | 


| in every country. Paley later hired | 


a Latin expert from the Associ- | 
ated Press, Edmund Chester, to 
head up the CBS shortwave divi- 
sion. John Hundley, former musi- 
cal comedy singer, has been sec- 
ond in command. 


Switch on Plans 


CBS’ sudden decision last week 
to join NBC in quitting shortwave 
and foreign language operations 
altogether is a switch on plans 
originally projected only a few 
months ago when Paley returned 
from his winter holiday in Florida. 
At that time it was intended to | 
expand rather that cut down or, 
abandon DX. An additional State 
Department subsidy was then in 
prospect. Meantime the teacup | 
tempest about shortwave  wise- 
cracks on Texas hit NBC and in 
the resultant flurry of Senatorial | 
“indignation,” NBC was provided | 
with a welcome out. 

Withdrawal of CBS and NBC | 
comes at a time when one inter- | 
national frequencies meeting is in | 
progress at Buenos Aires and an- | 
other scheduled (November) for | 
; Mexico City. 





| 


TATIN HEADACHE 


FBI 0.0.’ing 225 NBC, CBS Employees 
For State Dept. Takeover of ‘Voice 


FBI men have been around Man- 
hattan radio circles in increasing 
numbers in recent weeks, asking 
questions. These questions, it’s re- 
ported, primarily concern many of 
the 225 persons currently on the 
NBC and CBS payrolls as part of 
the two wehs’ “Voice of America” 





Alan Lipscott 


whose ulcers date ‘way back to 
radio, appraises television and 


observes that it's 
**Sull the Same Ulcer” programming setups. 
The Government sleuths have 


in stepped in because, effective Oct. 1, 
9 the two networks are relinqhishing 
VARIETY 8 


the “Voice” programming func- 
tions and turning them back to the 





3d Annual Special State Dept. In return, the State 
Dept. is planning to absorb as 

RADIO-TELEVISION many of these 225 people as its ap- 
: propriation will permit (the two 
EDIT 1ON networks hope to find jobs for the 


remainder) but before putting 
them on the government payroll, 
the State Dept. wants to make sure 
it won’t be inviting any further 


to be published soon 














. |Congressional investigations and 
| hearings. 
| NBC’s Latin-American “Voice” 


| broadcasts touched off the recent 
| D.C. alarm and subsequent hearings 
;which resulted in the webs' de- 
icision henceforth to confine them- 


Bigger AM-Tel 
selves to renting its facilities and 


operating the engineering aspects 
a ail of “Voice” broadcasts for the 
| State Dept., with the latter taking 


lover the international program- 
Philadelphia, July 6. | ming functions. During the interim 
Contrary to the recent prevailing | period between now and Oct. 1 
belief that radio and television io br ar tenewe, to supply 
e ate pt. wi ne “Voice” 
would pay less attention to the | programming service. tut en a 
Democratic convention than to the curtailed basis, with the govern- 
GOP powow, owing to the ap-| ment assuming responsibility for 
parently certain nomination of rog , 
. program content, and meanwhile 
President Truman, it now appears building its own staff 
that even more broadcasting per- | Oddly enough ment of the 225 
sonnel will converge here next | programming aides employed by 
week than turned out for the Re- (NBC and CBS during the eight- 
publican confab. | month 
pores 4 P period they took over the 
Perna to Kenneth Fry. radio “Voice” programs, were originally 
rector for the Demo national ae 
csiteniihiiy. ona te 1.000 radio |." the State Dept. employ. The 
» More Man }, racio two networks were each given 
and TV people are being assigned 


Presumably there | 


ito the convention—tele engineers 


$1,300,000 a year appropriations to 


“replaces Harvey as eastern sales | point-to-point companies than to 


WGN-TV time has been sold, fol-| will now be extensive relaxations 
lowing the teeoff last April. Sta-| of pressure for desirable short- 
tion recently cut five hours from | wave channels. Insiders think this 
its weekly sked, now averaging 36/ will please (a) a longtime clique 
hours. Ben Berentson, manager in the State Dept. itself who are | 
of WGN western sales since 1945, | now closer to the fixed commercial 


chief today (6). either the “Voice of America” or 

Duplication of WGN shows on | U. S. shortwave interests general- 
WGNB will end Separate staffing | ly, and (b) the British Broadecast- 
and special programming the FM’er ing Corp., still dominant in DX 
has maintained since its start in| operations and reluctant to give 


|alone accounting for from 150 to | >rOsram and’. service: the: Volse’” 


200. Radio-TV turnout for the GOP 
meet totaled about 850. 

Fry is expected here tomorrow 
(Wed.) to set up headquarters at 
the Bellevue-Stratford. He has 
sent out an informal letter to all 
delegates and other principals ad- 
vising them to be wary of the 
“merciless” tele eye, cautioning 
them against reading newspapers 


Bess Asks Nix On 
Counter WOY Bid 





‘shows, amounts which just about - 





Commissioner and Police Chief 
Jeremiah o’Connell, ein. + 


(Continuéd on page 28) 


Blown Fuse Causes Demo 
Tops to Blow in Mpls. 
Airing of ‘Town Meeting’ 


Minneapolis, July 6. 
WTCN here, carrying “Town 
Meeting of the Air,” caught a lot 
of heat from its audience last week 
when it blew a fuse in the midst 
of the show that gave spokesmen 
for the political parties a chance 





to present their cases. The station | 


went abruptly off the air shortly 
after Will Rogers, Jr., speaking 
for the Democrats, launched an at- 
tack on the Republican Congress’ 
record. {i was off for the rest of 
the program, 

Angry Democrats called up by 
the dozens, accusing the station of 
“prejudice.” Many couldn’t be con- 
vinced that a mishap caused the 


program’s termination and that it. 


wasn’t choked off purposely. Much 
was made of the fact that the Re- 
publican had gotten off his pres- 
entation without interruption. 

In an effort to smooth ruffled 
feelings, WIT'CN had a tape record- 
ing of the program shipped in from 
New York and broadcast it Sun- 


up or share any of its choice air- 
lanes. 

The United Nations organization 
radio division under Peter Aylen 
at Lake Success is anxious to 
| move into shortwave operations on 
|an expanding basis and may or 
may not benefit from the happen- 
| stance of CBS and NBC locking 
| policies. 
i 





‘VICK IN EARLY START 
ON BUYING PROGRAMS 


Vick Co. is buying local pro- 
‘grams for the 1948-49 season some- 
what earlier than it has in past 


‘years. The quest, through the 
Morse International Agency, this 
time for three 15-minute daytime 
ishows a week. Contracts will be 
for 26 weeks, starting Sept. 13. 

In dishing out its budget for the 
'season Vick will operate on the 
‘basis of three different lists. First 
consideration will be given to 


major markets contained on fist! 


during speeches, advising spe 

to be clean-shaven, etc. Fry will 
‘advise speakers on dressing most 
|effectively for tele and will offer 
|makeup to those wishing it. 

| Whether President Truman will 
‘wear makeup before the video 
cameras isn’t known, but it'll be 
there for him if he wants it. 





{ 





The involved WOV-WNEW 
(N..-Y¥.) duopoly situation of years 
standing has moved another step 
fczward, with counsel for Herman 
Bess’ General Broadcasting Corp., 
which seeks to buy WOV, filing a 
motion with the FCC asking for 
dismissal of the competing applica- 





| 





|the Senate radio galleries. One 


So far, 128 networks and indi- | 4; 
vidual stations have been accredit- | ee Renee) ns loos 
ed for the conclave, according to | Corp, comprising Ralph Weil and 
Harold McGrath, superintendent of | arnojd Hartley, manager and pro- 


—— for the expected increase in_ OY ORE. :: LEO, 

ra io-TV personnel is the South’s | Bess asking the FCC to nix the 

a see in the Demo pro- | Weil-Hartley application, claims 

edings. that the latter's bid is an illusory 

~ one; actually no real compet- 

NBC’s Denny Elevation |ing application has been offered; 

oo a _ thing pm by Vic- 

ory has n legal commitments 

’ _O’Dea’s stock. As such, it’s ar- 

Web $ Accent-on-You ne. eo cond mg gtr gs the one 
Naming of Charles R. Denny, °18inally mace 8S. 

former Be hes of the Federal | Bess has affixed sworn affidavits 

Communications Commission who »Y O'Dea alleging that the latter 

joined NBC about eight months — has had no dealings with Weil and 

ago, to the executive vice-presi- | Hartley and points out that O'Dea 





No. 1. After that account will be| dency of the network, is seen as|!S @ member of Bess’ General 
‘taken of availabilities in secondary | further reflecting the web’s accent- | Broadcasting Corp. 


‘markets, and if there’s any money | on-youth stance in which, over the | 
‘past year, a number of youthful | Damon Vamps Soaper 


left over it will be divvied up 
among the markets on the third 
' list. 





day night. Some disgruntled Dem- | 


ocrats still beefed because the Re- | 


publican spokesman had two 


whacks on the air. 


L&M’S 3 NEW VEEPEES 


Three new vice-presidents have 





been appointed by Lennen & Mit- 


chell. They are Thomas P, Dough- 
ton, executive assistant to Ray Vir 
Den, president; Darniel M. Daley, 
Jr., account executive, and Peter 
V. Keveson, radio copy head. 

_ All are effective immediately. 





Thelma Ritter’s Pic 


| 


radio assignments today 





minor execs were boosted into | For Strawhat Fling 


prominent policy-making posts. | 
At 36, Denny takes over the exec ,_ After several years in the part, 


post held by Frank Mulien, who Les Damon is quitting one of the 
resigned recently to head up the leads of the “Big Sister” daytime 


| Thelma Ritter winds up her G. A. (Dick) Richards three-station serial and may do summer stock. 
(Wed.) operation. As such, Denny will be Auditions for a replacement are 


and leaves for the Coast tomorrow the web’s No. 2 man, second only being held this week by the Comp- 


|(Thurs.} for a comedy part in the to prexy Niles Trammell. 


'90th-Fox picture, “To Three 
Wives.” 


month. 


Actress, who made her screen rep in Washington. 


debut last fall in the same studio’s 


“Miracle on 34th Street,” is the ments were announced Friday (2) Tremayne. 
wife of Joseph A. Moran, vice-pres- | following a meeting of the web's ning parts on “Right to Happiness” 


‘ident of Young & Rubicam. 


i 


'ton agency. Procter & Gamble is 
Succeeding Denny as veepee and the sponsor, and Mitchell Grayson 


She'll be gone about a/ general counsel will be Gustav B. directs the show. 


Margraf, who has been NBC’s legal Damon former!y played Nick 

'Charles, the suave sleuth in “Thin 
appoint- Man,” but was replaced by Les 
He continues in run- 


The Denny-Margraf 


board of directors: so. and “Portia Faces Life,” 
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BOLLYWOOD SHOWCASE 
‘With Mickey Rooney, emcee; Buddy 

Cole, Dave Barry, Barbara 

Fuller, Julie Wilson, Lud Glusk- 

in erch; panel of judges; Beb 

Lemond, announcer 
Writers: Jean Holloway, Bill Man- 

hoff 
Producer: Larry Berns 
3@ Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Hellywood 

CBS has finally found the for- 
mula for Mickey Rooney in radio. 
As a replacement for his ill-fated 
“Shorty Bell” I-want-to-be-a-news- 
paperman series, the network has 
completely revamped its thinking 
about Rooney as a radio person- 
ality. It is now projecting him as 
a sort of Don Ameche ‘(only doubly 
so) to emcee a_ talent-finding 
“Hollywood Showcase” Sunday 
night program with a three-man 
“board of producers” on hand to 
judge the potentials of the as- 
pirants. ‘ 

However, it’s all Rooney, and it’s 
his show from the opening to the 
closigg gong. He's all over the 
place, dueting with pop singer 
Julie Wiison in a tune from his 
upcoming “Words and Musie” pic; 
beating out the drums as accom- 
panist for Buddy Cole’s pianistics; 
thesping with dramatic aspirant 
Barbara Fuller in, for want of 
a better description, the Death 
Scene from Maxwell Anderson’s 
“Winterset.” and otherwise spicing 
the stanza with a characteristic 
Rooney bounce as he laments the 
plight of talent that’s never given 
a chance and summarizing his own 
show biz career. t 

As a matter of fact, in reflecting 
back, one wonders how any one 
else manages to get a crack at the 
mike—or, for that matter, why it’s 
mecessary. For this is strictly 
Rooney’s “baby.” In each depart- 
ment there are any number of per- 
sonalities who can outstrip him, 
talentwise, but because Rooney is 
Rooney, with his inexhaustible 
stamina, cockiness and verve, he 
wraps up “Showcase” in the palm 
of his hand. As for the show’s real 
pro element, there is always Lud 
Gluskin’s orch. 

For the initial stanza (4), the 
“board of producers” was com- 
prised of Jerry Wald, Warners pro- 
ducer; Herman Hover, boniface of 
Ciro’s (Hollywood) nitery, and 
Arthur Ungar, editor of Daily 
Variety, who picked Miss Wilson, 
the singer, as the most potentially 
promising of the talent. Rose. 


DIZZY DEAN 

With Frank Eschen 

Writer: J. Roy Stockton 

15 Mins.; Sat., 5 p.m. 

JOHNSON’S WAX 

NBC, from St. Louis 
(Russell Seeds) 

Dizzy Dean, the fireball pitcher 
who became a great play-by-play 
spieler by murdering the King’s 
English, is now holding down a 
regular 15-minute weekly session 
of sports gab and chatter, mostly 
about himself. Dean is an amus- 
ing gent with his verbal monstrosi- 
ties but the fact that this show is 
scripted by J. Roy Stockton makes 
the slanguage a bit suspicious. 
Stockton, however, is careful not 
to pour the hillbilly grammar on 
too thickly while Dean, on his part, 
shows skill in giving an improvised 
look to a prepared gag. 

On the preem stanza (3), Dean 
gave some biog details which re- 
vealed fronkly that he’s his own 
most ardent fan. He pitched, sez 
‘he, some of  baseball’s historic 
games even after his arm went 
lame. Maybe that was some of 
Stockton’s gilding of the lily. In 
straight vein, Dean chattered in- 
formatively about the current 
league standing, answered some 
questions from the mail bag and 
wound up by giving fatherly ad- 
vice to aspiring pitchers. Dean, 
above all, is a personality and will 
cash in with his eccentricities. 
Frank Eschen handled the plugs 
briefly and to the point. Herm. 


ALLEN’S CAVALCADE 
With Roy Rene, Hal Lashwood, 
anne Mendoza, Jack Carpentier’s 


30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 

Allen’s Medicated Candy 

2 UE, Sydney ; 

This strietly burlesque show 
makes. for good radio listening. 


Material, mostly forgotten by the 
present generation, set for the 
style of Rey Rene, longtime king of 


Aussie two-a-day burlesque under 
the old Fuller regime. Rene, 
known everywhere, plays a Jewish 
character named “Mo.” He’s been 
doing this character ever since the 
away-back days when the Aussie 
peat blood fans liked their stuff 
ler ue. 

. at Lashwood and June Men- 
ae, ™@ke good toils for the comic. 
’ Carpentier’s orch in 


‘ 


pee ee fle 


ges ing. - 


TUMS TUNE TIME 
With Carmen Cavallaro and orch 


vocalist; Jack Costello, announcer 
Producer-director-writer: Dick 
Paterson 


‘a 
30 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m. 
TUMS 


NBC, from New York 
(Roche, Williams & Cleary) 
The “poet of the piano” is back 
on the summer-night airwaves as 
vacation pinchhitter for “Date with 
Judy,” and it’s a tunefully refresh- 
ing 30 minutes he offers. Carmen 


disappoint them. He’s as rippling 
as ever at the ivories, and he sees 
that his agenda includes some of 
the numbers his devotees know 
best, through his recordings, such 
as—on the teeoff stanza last week 
(29)—“The Tango ot Roses.” 
Selections of numbers through- 
out the sequence showed an accent | 
on oldies and better known tunes, | 
such as the opener, “Stepping Out | 
with My Baby.” The Cavaliers, ! 
however, came through with a late- 
comer, “Village Green,” with) 
smooth vocal harmonics. Bob Lido | 
dropped his violin to pipe the solos | 
satisfactorily. 
Contrasted with this melodic | 
fare, the sponsor’s plugs for Tums | 
“for the 
digestible. Unaccountably one of 
the spokesmen for the product was 
a Southerner strangely reminiscent 
of Lucky Strike’s tobacco buyer. 
Doan. 


THE JANE PICKENS SHOW 
With Jane Pickens, Jack Kilty, 
Norman Cloutier Orch, Choir 
(6), Phil Leeds (guest), Robert 
Warren (announcer) 
Director: Edwin L. Dunham 
Producer: Robert K. Adams 
Writer: Edward Eager 
30 Mins.; Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 
“The Jane Pickens Show” is a 
pleasant, unpretentious newcomer 
to radio, being conspicuous by the 
always melodic soprano of Miss 
Pickens and the baritone of Jack 
Kilty. It needs more and sharper 
comedy than it revealed on_ its 
opening 30-minuter, but basically 


solos by the star and Kilty, plus a 
number of pairings by them. Each 
has a full voice, and it’s a special 


ing. A comedian is a guest each 


comic was Phil Leeds. He was the 
show’s weak spot. 

Miss Pickens’ voice has always 
seemed especially suited for radio, 
and she also handles her speaking 
lines nicely; ditto for Kilty, who is, 
incidentally, featured in the Broad- 
way hit, ““Make Mine Manhattan.” 
Norman Cloutier handling a big, 
full orch is also no small factor in 
the pleasantries. that fall upon the 
musical ear. 

Leeds does a song. novelty 
wrapped around special comedy 
material, but it fails to get over. 
On a show such as this, where the 
tendency might be towards too 
much music and song, ineffective 
comedy can be especially Bigg 

ahn,: 


N Y U ON THE AIR 
With Harvey Fox, Milton Zucker, 
Martin’ Bush, Sandra Arnau, 
Elliott Gruskin, announcer; Ar- 
thur Lee, music 
Writer: Warren Kuhn 
Director: Walter Weil, assisted by 
Gilbert Aryon 
25 Mins.; Fri., 8:05 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WLIB, New York 
The radio club of New York 
Univ. has had this series on the air 
for the last couple of months and, 
on the basis of last Friday night’s 
(25) broadcast, it is fairly obvious 
why the program hasn’t aroused 
much comment. The trouble is not 
the lack of a consistent format, 
which is « drawback for a commer- 
cial series but not necessarily one 
for a workshop stanza such as this. 
Nor is the difficulty the obvious 
technical and budget limitations. 
The chief fault is the basic one of 
lack of creative imagination. To 
the first-time listener, “N Y U on 
the Air” sounds like merely an in- 
ferior network filler. 
The troadcast caught offered 
two dramatic sketches, both ac- 
ceptable for college stude efforts, 
but neither notable even on that 
basis. The first was a biographical 
drama, “Measure for Miracles,” by 
Warren Kuhn. In fairly standard 
terms it told the story of Samuel 
Morse’s founding of the N. Y. Jour- 
nal of Commerce and finally his 
invention of the telegraph. The 
second piece was “reproduced” 
from a recent. “Candid Micro- 
one” up from a Disabled 
eterans’ Administration office, 


.| which apparently suffered by the 


substitution of actors for the orig- 
inal blind and one-legged ex-Gls. 
Music for the show was via 2 mig 





ls ALWAYS ALBERT 
(15); Cavaliers quartet; Beb Lido, 


ummy” aren’t quite as | 


it’s a musical interlude notable for | 


delight to hear a pair of their cali- | 
bre in these times of trick vocal- | 


week, and on the opening show the | 


; ‘items. . . 


Arnold Stang, Pert Kelton, 
a Murray, Jack Miller orch; 
George Bryan, announcer 
Writers: Jacqueline Susann, Bea- 
trice Cole 
Producer: Irving Mansfield 
' 30 Mins., Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 
The popularity of “My Friend 
‘Irma” seems to have sparked a 
ven for the type of intimate situa- 
tion comedy that involves a dumb- 


‘30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 





| bell (fill in either a sister, brother, 


roommate, ete.) The humor, if any, 


| 


deep enough one will find that the 
‘butt of the comedy is someone 
| heart of gold. 

It was probably figured that Ar- 
| nold Stang would be a natural for 
this new Jacqueline Susann - Bea- 
trice Cole scripted series called 
“It’s Always Albert,” which CBS 
has slotted in the Friday 8:30 seg- 
ment for the summer. Stang has 
brought a distinctive comic quality 
to radio as the Gerard of the Henry 
Morgan show, 

But as Albert, the would-be 
composer whose inability to get a 
job keeps brother Jan Murray and 
| girl friend Pert Kelton behind the 
| marriage eight-ball, Stang is more 
of a caricature of Stang. There’s 
‘something desperate about the 
| scripting; the comedy, save for one 
|funny sequence in a department 
|store, somehow doesn’t seem to 

have the relaxed, lighthearted 
quality that’s needed. 

True, the script team betrays a 
| knack for utilizing all the known 
|component parts: savvy when it 
| comes to fast Broadway dialog, and 

inserting the right punch lines. 
But they’ve lost out completely on 
| the one real essential need—to in- 
'vest their central character with 
likeable, warm qualities that would 
excuse his subnormal characteris- 
tics. That’s why “Irma,” for exam- 
ple, came through with flying col- 
ors. In “Albert.” there’s only the 
suspicion that the guy is really a 
dope. 

Pert Kelton and Jan Murray, 
who compléte the trio, do an okay 
job. Rose. 


LET’S DANCE, AMERICA 
With Tex Beneke orch, Skitch Hen- 


derson orch; Fred Robbins, 
| emcee 
30 Mins.; Sat., 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 





CBS, from New York 

This half-hour dance session, 
which expands to a full hour come 
next Saturday, is CBS’ warm 
weather bid to the bobbysoxers. 
Chaperoned by disk jockey Fred 
Robbins, the teeoff on Saturday 
(3) picked up Tex Beneke from 
Hershey Park Ballroom, Hershey, 
Pa., and Skitch Henderson’s outfit 
| from the Hotel Pennsylvania, N. Y. 
'Show’s blueprint worked in four 
tunes apiece from each band 
Sonne up with Robbins’ icky in- 
ros. 





Cavallaro has consistently added to | pyother-in-law or sister - in - law, | 
his following during the last sev- | 
eral years, and this stanza won't stems from a variation—done up| 8" @ 
in multiple shades—of the old| Train magazine serial character, | © 
_,. | Fangements, 
er hiatus acceptably, but isn't | added by the guest stars, to make 
to hook a sponsor unless the | it wholesome summer evening lis- 


‘moron joke, and if one probes| Ephraim Tutt. It should span the 
| summ 
| who's basically a great guy with a | likely 


THE AMAZING MR. TUTT 

With Willard Wright, John Beal, 
Norman Field, Joe Granby, Gail 
Benney, Ken Harvey, Georgia 
Ellis, Tommy Bernard, Herbert 
Rawlinson, Charles Seel, Pat 
Lowry; Roy Rowan, announcer; 
Lud Gluskin, conductor 

Writer: Arnold Perl 

Director: Tony Leader 





CBS, from Holiywood 
As the summer filler for the firs 
half of the “Lux Theatre” time, 


CBS: premiered Monday night (5) 


daptation from the Arthur | 


network sales staff beats down 
some agency doors. Despite the 
years of talk about the legit, film 
and radio potential of attorney 
Tutt, this program sounds like a 
low-budget rewrite of “Mr. D. A.” 
and “Mayor of the Town,” but 
minus either the law-enforcement 
aura of the one or the star per- 
formance-personality.of the latter. 

Tutt, of course, is the canny and 
eantankerous New England lawyer 
of endless Saturday Evening Post 
stories. In this typically radio 
version he’s maneuvered by a cor- 
rupt judge and prosecutor into de- 
fending an apparently hopelessly 
guilty murder suspect, though ex- 
actly how that’s going to send the 
judge to the Sénate and the prose- 
cutor to the Governor’s mansion 
wasn’t clarified for the listener. 
Anyway, as even a Clifton Finne- 
gan could have predicted, the 
cagey old attorney outsmarted the 
vrosecutor and _  out-talked tlie 
judge, to win a mistrial for his 
client and give his young assistant 
time to get a confession from the 
real killer. 

Although it was done with con- 
siderable production splash, the 
yarn didn’t sound fresh, even mod- 
erately inspired, or particularly 
interesting. The scripting was 





competent. but not vigorous or 
bright. The characters weren't 
sharp or provocative and the per- 
formance generally lacked drive or 
bite. In sum, it seemed a routine 
treatment of rather o!d material. 
Hobe. 


LIFE BEGINS AT &0 

With Jack Barry, Dan McCullough, 
guests 

30 Mins.: Sun. 3:30 p.m., EDT 

Sustaining 


2 


SPOTLIGHT REVUE 
With Dick Jurgens orchestra, Mar. 
garet Whiting, Joe Mooney Quar- 
tet, Jimmy Castle, Al Galante, 
guests; Joe King, announcer 
Preducer-director: Newt Stammer 
Writer: Frank Wilson 
30 Mins., Fri., 10:30 p.m. 
COCA-COLA 
CBS, from New York 
(D’Arcy) 
The Dick Jurgens orchestra. sub- 
bing for Spike Jones and Dorothy 


t|Shay during the summer hiatus, 


brings & neat, light style of enter- 
tainment to the kilocycles, emi- 
nently suited to the season. A 
smooth aggregation of musicians 
presents a good variety of tunes in 
prightly, well-orchestrated  ar- 
Contrast is further 


tening. 

Opener Friday (2) had the Jurg- 
ens crew rambling through “Woody 
Woodpecker Song” and “Ail 
Dressed Up,” with the band’s fea- 
tured solists, Jimmy Castle and Al 
Galante, doing nice turns with 
“Love Somebody,” “A Tree in the 
Meadow” and “Side by Side.” 
Guest star Margaret Whiting sang 
“It’s You or No One” and “Love 
Letters in the Sand.” The Joe 
Mooney Quartet delivered with 
“By the Sea” and “A Man with a 
Millions Dollars.” 

For hinterland pull, Coca-Cola 
brought to N. Y. two teenagers 
from Memphis, chosen from munie- 
cipal park canteens, and these ap- 
peared briefly on the program. 
Commercials were brief and in- 
tormal, to fit into the program's 
light mood. Bron. 


CABIN B-13 
“A& Razor in Fleet Street” 
With Arno'd Moss, others 
30 Mins.. Monday., 8:30 p.m. 
Writer: John Dickson Carr 
Director: John Dietz 
Sustaining 
CBS, from N. Y. 

This new mystery series which 
teed off Monday (5) is summer re- 


placement for “Arthur Godfrey 
Talent Scouts.” It’s a 30-minute 
stanza on sustaining basis and 


back-to-back with Bromo Seltzer’s 


i“Inner Sanctum” stanza gives CBS 


a full hour of thrills and chills. 
New series is authored by John 
Dickson Carr, mystery writer: di- 
rected by John Dietz and edited by 
Charles S. Monroe, with inciden- 
tal music by Merle Kendrick. 

“A Razor in Fleet Street.” ini- 
tialer of the series, was a thriller 
embodying the dangers of the 
Bentleys, a young American diplo- 


Mutual, from New York ; _- , : 
This switch of “Juvenile Jury” mat and his British bride. Upon 
- vuventie Jury arrival from the U. S. in London 
srovided uneven listening on the | they are warned by Scotland Yard 
premiere last Sunday (4); but io, | a a 
dicated possibilities ji ar who doubles as bank robber, has 
doctored P a ne * Aree wep _been polishing off his victims with 
h © asic principle is’ a razor. Bentley bears striking 
the same as in “Juvenile Jury”— resemblance to the eriminal and 
that is, the appeal is primarily in; iS warned not to roam at iarge un- 
the performers’ age (in this case | til culprit is apprehended. How- 
over 80) and -special viewpoint. °Y'; he ignores warning and sets 
And, of course, the best partici. | Ut t® beard the ripper in his den. 


pants are the uninhibited ones. _In ensuing situations he comes 





| While Beneke rates 


} 


well up 
-among the top bands, the accoustics 
on the Hershey remote failed to 
do the crew justice for the aggre- 
| gation’s tone was noticeably thin 
‘and tinny. Beneke’s numbers 
| ranged trom his opening “Star- 
_dust” to a reprise of “St. Louis 
| Blues” which the old Glenn Miller 
/ band did on the wartime V-disks. 
| It was well balanced terp fare, de- 
| Spite the faulty pickup. 

In making the shift to the Penn- 
| sylvania, Robbins’ own peculiar 
_ jargon ciossed the bridge with a 
crisp: “let’s see what’s the pitch on 
Skitch.” Henderson's opener, “Be- 
yond the Blue Horizon,” afforded 
the emcee another peg to hang an 
aside remark to listeners: “We'll 
get up on a turquoise cloud and 
see how blue that azure is.” His 
frothy comment helped offset the 
clumsy arrangement. But a con- 


the monotonous and the disk jock’s 
problem will be to keep himself 
contained. As a signoff he urged 
the rug cutters, “for the best in 
bands keep calibrated to CBS.” 
Gilb. 





wae Cue BALL GAMES 

ac raney, Jimmy Dud 
STANDARD BREWING Co. _— 
WJIW, Cleveland 


team up nicely in broadcasting the 
ball games of the Cleveland In- 
dians. Graney, a former Indian 
| player, knows all the angles of the 
|game. Dudley, with a smooth mike 
technique, rounds out the picture 
nicely. 

With the season progressing, 
however, the two have developed 
several minor irritants. Graney 
loses the play when the action is 
fast and hectic. Dudley overplays 
the terms “long bail hitter” and 
“skys one.” 
a tendency 





to 





Mar. 


As in “Juvenile r> _|mear being the next victim when 
| vhosts Sure Gah inamthe fury” the ques- | he wanders into Old Scratch’s ton- 
fact. Thus on Soe aioe on oht ‘Sorial parlor on Fleet Street. 
ithe five guests sparred with such | Wen body of former suspect is 
| questions as should a wife work if found reenen “ seine mtg 
|her husband makes a good living, P&Mty. the jig is up. Suspense- 
have women changed much in the t!,Pace is maintained throughout, 
_last 50 years, how long should a ht pene held | eee eey - 
|man allow his girl to answer his ee ie Fabian 


Arnold Moss as Dr. 


stant spirit of levity borders on 


Jack Graney and Jimmy Dudley | 


Both men also have | acceptable on a 
¢ over-emphasize age partici 
players’ nicknames and pe id ; questionable 


| proposal. is women’s s 
good idea, etc. 

What might be called the depart- 
mental questions didn’t turn out so 
well, as the guests 
_to the mention of 


: - a specific date 
way in the ‘ 


; past, and seemingly, 
pat replies came to the query of 
what two wishes each would choose. 
Particularly in the case of the 92- 
year-old from Brooklyn, some of 
the answers sounded as if pre- 
pared. Also, 
ophy, 





uffrage a sh 


failed to spark | 


. the signoff “philos- | 
to the effect that we’re as SPORTS NEWSREEL 


ip’s doctor, narrates in interest- 
ing fashion. Other roles are neatly 
_handled by Joseph Curtin, Naomi 
'Campbell, John Stanley, Cameron 
Andrews, Phil Clarke and Wil- 
liam Podmore. Carr has scripted 
tightly. Dietz paced the stanza in 
suspenseful manner while Ken- 
drick’s music carried the mood. It 
all added up to good listening for 
/ the mystery fans. Edba. 


old as we feel and think, seemed With John Garfield 


trite and anticlimacic. 


,the questions. 
thought women 
(the last 50 years—and for 
_ Worse. But the 92-year-old 
‘that gals today are better. 
ihe, too, who not only favors 
women's suffrage, but thinks a 
,Wwoman should be _ President—in 
my sag enya Eleanor Roose- 
, to the audible 
i audience. my tae 
more of such livel ; 
= used on the ears 
1€ suspicion of planted questions- 
and-answers is avelded. wife Be 
gins at 80” could be a reasonably 
popular series. But Jack Barry 
must be careful about wisecrack- 
ing at his guests (as he did in sug- 
gesting that one woman's 89-yvear- 
old husband is a bookie), just as 
with , the kids on his “Juvenile 
Jury.” Comments that might be 
show with general- 
— sometimes seem 
w sed. 
kids or the ened. aay ne poke % 


It was 





In general, the octogenarians ex- Writers: 
| pressed the traditional attitude of | 


program, provided | 


15 Mins., Fri., 10:30 p.m. 
Barney Naigler, Mae 


Davis 


the aged (and of their sex) toward | Producer: Charles Buck 
Thus, they mostly }\COLGATE } 

have changed in> 

the | 

cracked | 


NBC, from Hollywood 
(Sherman & Marquette) 

Bill Stern, who generaily master- 
minds this stanza, is on a {tour- 
weeks vacation. During the in- 
terim he has arranged for a quar- 
tet of Hollywood personalities ‘0 
‘bat for him until he gets back. 
‘First of these was John Garfield, 
/who turned in a bangup job on 
| Friday (2) night’s session. 

Stanza carried Stern’s patterned 
format, comprising sports news to 
the “Once in a Lifetime” vignette. 
Latter concerned the prank tate 
played with Jimmy Barry, a PUs 
of yesteryear. Garfield narrate 
proceedings in slick manner. with 
plenty of shading on the dramatic 
nuances. : 

Whether it was Garfield's own 
fund of knowledge, or the script- 
ers, he came through in fine man- 
ner with plenty hep sports anec- 
dotia as well as a nice pi'"" for 





-Ahis pic, \Bedy, and Soul. Edbc.; | 
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TEX AND JINX ROLL CALL 
— ner. yt Sees With Burress Meredith, Bon | Yan Suscks Ranson, Dosetty. Dt- With Buel Godwin Gel Hedges, _ Gam Seier aa 
oo en Johnny Guarnieri and ea a Irving Berlin, Joey Beasley ereh; anneuncer, Writer: Earl Godwin James Stewart, Edith Gwynxs 
guestars Eerlin, guests Ernie Kelly recter: Joseph Graham verback, anneuncer 
Fred Astaire. Judy Garland. Ann | Writers: John Ceell Helm, Edward 39 Mins; Wed., 10:30 p.m. erg eh Wenen: ‘Martin Wark, Saul Stele 
Producer: Cy Pitts Producer: George Voutsas NBC, from Nashville cama AMERICAN OIL CO 38 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 1 


30 Mins., Wed., 9 p.m. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
NBC, from New York 


(Young & Rubicam) 


Filling im for their second season | 
as summer sub for “Duffy’s Tav- | 
Tea and Jinx (Falkenburg) | 


ern,” 
McCrary present again their in- 
dividual brand of informal pro- 


gram which fits happily into the | 


season. The impromptu quality 
and .easy feeting permeating their 
program—plus the “inside” on 
celebs with their hair down—make 
for a charming half-hour. And 
Wednesday's (30) opener was no 
exception. 


Program was given over largely 


to Irving Berlin in what was a 


beautiful plug for his new film! 


30 Mims., Thurs., 8 p.m. 
ARMY, AIR FORCES 
NBC, frem New York 





(N. W. Ayer) 
While the “Aldrich Family” va- 
eations, NBC has slotted this “Roll 
| Call” series into the Thursday at 8 


segment, with the U. S. Army and | fave, Roy 


Force Recruitment services | SU™mer | é 
It’s a | Durante time is “some easy listenin 


Air 
picking up the talent tab. 
musical potpourri with a military 
flavor, with Burgess Meredith 
emceeing the program and other- 
wise making himself generally use- 
ful. 

The initial broadeast was 
tribute to Irving Berlim to com- 
memorate the sixth amni of the 





| promise to hand dialers 
a| Southern Comfort” in its musical 


birth of “This Is the Army,” with | Uted a brace of 
Berlin guesting, along with Marlene | Proving himself an affable emcee. 


Whipped up by Nashville’s WSM, 
“Appointment With Music” is a far 
cry from that station's homey 
perennial, “Grand Ole Op'ry,” and 
likewise the show’s melodies bear 
little resemblance to the hillbilly ) 
laments of another Tennessee radio | 





for Jimmy | 


be | 


replacement 
and no giveaways.” 

In making a surprise departure | 
frem an accepted, bucolic format, 
WSM in general made good on its 
some 


layout. Session was hosted by war- | 
bier Snooky Lanson, who contrib- | 
tunes as well as! 


The _ soft music 





It was clear, with the teeoff of | 
this program last Sunday (4), that. 
the Arabian American Oil Co.,| 


which has figured in news of the 
public relations job for itself. The 
firm, which has no products to sell 
the American listening public, ac- 
elaimed in the opening and closing 


‘amnouncements that the program Sum 


was being aired “in the interest of 
better understanding of the prob- 


it is an American outfit which 
“sends 400,000 barrels of oil week- 
ly into world trade.” It observed, | 
indisputably, that “oil frem the 
Middle East can be a big factor in 


BBD&O agency really dug into the 
‘lend-lease barrel in borrowing this 


Acuff. Keynote of this| Israel-Arab conflict, is eut to do a one. Untortunately, its entertain- 


ment quotient is about on a par 
with its originality. “Let’s Talk 
Hollywood” is the Lucky Strike 
mer replacement for the Sun- 
day night Jack Benny show. It 
turns out to be a Hotlywoed-slanted 
ion of “Information, Please.” 


; ” : vers 
| lems of our time.” It explained that But in keeping with the current 


giveaway trend, it goes in for more 
elaborate payoffs. For example, 
the guy whe submits the question 
that stumps the experts (there's a 


bo ee 


eile teaileinatedia te Che ae 


mage pee 


“Faster Parade” opening concur- 
rently that evening in New York. | 
But the plug was perfectly legiti- | 
mate, and program had sufficient | 
originality and appeal to offset the 
Sameness of these evenings of 
tribute. Berlin was present in the 
N. Y. studio and there was a tieup 
with the Ceast, Judy Garland and 
Fred Astaire (the film’s stars) pip- 
ing in from Hollywood with songs 
from the pic. Ann Miller, another 
of the pie’s features, not only sang | 
but tap-danced. The air was filled 


rer Aly | lights-sweet - 4 " 
sg ey pm hyn end Looe gg ‘theme is accented throughout by| the peace,” but did not say how it | different a each week and on 
Lillie and Herb Shriner this week).|2 ‘ensthy _ cast welded around was being so employed. The impli- | the te ti im a row) gets 
with Roy Shields and a 28-piece | Beasley Smith's oreh. Vocal quin- | cation, it seemed, was that AA, | Skidde dt pine Boor yy ot set. a year’s 
orch as ihe musical backbone and. | tet of the “Dixie Darlin’s” handles | being American-owned, was natur-| RCA's = . i ot pH ts 
as it turned out. the show’s top “Mary Lou” in solid fashion while | ally on the side of the angels and | (for two) tor 
, . the band creditably gives out with | would contribute in no way to the’ , ~_ ’ " is the 
lother tunes retaining the smooth| outcome of the Arab-Jewish war. | ms’ hospital he designates Is 
'vein. Lanson polished off “Where; Earl Godwin, ABC's top Wash- recipient of enough eS 
‘thé Apple Blossems Fall” along|ington observer, apparently felt care of ell its patients. | 
with “That Ole Black Magic.” |ealled wpon to explain thai his | further socentanss, he sae 
whipped together, with no definite |, Dorothy Dillard’s delivery of) hands weren’t tied by his spensor. | ae. there oF Fepnae: Dewy A yee ~ 
pattern or continuity and a particu- | | Yesterdays” proved a bit tedious | He noted that ABC commentators | play otk with 8 y' submi 
with badi larly slipshod job on the scripting | ‘#@smuch as the number was too| are “presumed to be capable” of ooo aes who submits 
an " oa ak from the persons | ong On the nostalgic, sentimental | 928 drawn out. Varieteers, a Negro | interpreting the news as they see a te oe Bk ~- * ag ge r / 

oy = McCrary and Jinx | side, it had its moments of value, | Vocal group, did a standard “All| fit, and announced that he would —— urpay ent ne 
Secests. nn  CeNmeneatnn ne | on ciate en agen Bie “laeee.2 | ee Soe ees Bee. er eeeren un inlependent view. | pine ge yoy — 

Aa . : orning” | , listeners in search o point.” ‘ program, he said, was does fadiman 
Old and new Berlin tunes were | Hate to Get, Up in the M and mental calmness will find this “imtended to be instructive” and a oe ag a —_— was com- 


asset. 

If “Roll Call” wasn’t a particu- 
larly tempting morsel on the initial 
stanza, blame it on the fact that it 
suggested something hastily 


7 


‘ od 


eee . : ht jand the 30-year-old “Kitchen 
reprised in brief, by the principals Police” song from the first war’s 





half hour of song and music a wel- 


would look upon “the cheerful 


Bracken, Edith Gwynn and 


and by Johnny Guarnieri and his | «.y; ” come a ment from the rau- ” while not to be “Poly- 
|“Yip, Yip Yaphank. ppease side trying net to y 
= and Helen Carroll and the | A three-way banter routine with CUS quizzers. anna .about the news.” — — yt would aa that 
‘Commercial ven in| Meredith, Miss Dietrich and Joey | Having — r- vw 4 mg en some glib banter and the sert of 
neatly, one ne. Pi vn ey ji le | ye was something less than in-| WHO SAID THAT? and explana ; . light, airy exchange that, for ex- 
sung by Tex and Jinx, being per. |SPired comedy, in fact mostly | With Reb Trout, mederater: H. V.| indulgence” te dispense i urth |ample, bas been “Info's” chief 
ticularly cut eo, | corny, with a Dietrich song the only Rebert Ruark, Le-| 2¢ws of ay! It v stock in trade 
y cute. Bron. | saving grace. But when they found) land Stew : of July, he peinted out, and an oc- | ; 
: cmeacioineianentanha ti t it Shields and his e, John Swayze; Peter | -.<ion to recall the first Fourth However, the feeling was in- 
|Ume to permit : Reberts, anneuncer. - ; escapable that the Osear Levant- 
DR. STANDISH, MEDICAL EX-' musickers to toss off some Berlin | Director: Den Gillis - | and its histerie significance. Me 
AMINER i > : devoted the remainder of the pe-|John Kieran combo was sorely 
= and other melodies. then “Roll| Editers: Fred and Dereth : missing, not only im helping achieve 
With Gary Merrill, Audrey Chris- | Call” really sounded like something| Friendly riod to a rambling © Upon a qualitative humor, but in helping 
tie, Erie Dressler; annouticer, worth responding to. Rose. Mins.; Fri., 8:20 p.m the occasion and closed with the | * Wai ° 
Lee Vines cerindisantinnbanie dirwror ath a word that he'd originate next | ‘® extricate these supposedly dyed 
Writers: Harmen Coxe, | NBC. from Tork week’s edition from the Demo con-| i™-the-wool Hollywoodites from a 
, "ON YOUR MARK rept vention headquarters in Philly lot of frustrating moments, even 


George 
Charles S. Menree, Chartes Guss- 
man 
Producer-Director: Albert Ward 


| With Bud Cellyer; anneuncer, Paul 
| Lewther 


It’s a sprightly, novel summer 
session NBC has here. No doubt 
its appeal is somewhat limited, 


though the questions carried an 


- | “elementary, my dear Watson” tag. 
whole 


i 


Murphy plays the 


CBS. frem New Yerk | Mon-thre-Fri. 2:30 pm. ee ee ee near $0 bis spoaasr’s interests wn-| en terti 
Breezily written and airily played SUSTAINING hy = tng Ag ium | til at least the week following. wt ae ae aoe | 
by a good cast, “Dr. Standish, WOR, N. ¥. Doan, Lucky commercials, built around 


Medical Examiner,” moved into 
CBS’ 8 p.m. slot last Thursday (1) 
replacing the net’s “F.B.I. in Peace 


| Here’s the umpteenth audience 
participation show. Making its bow 
'on WOR, N. Y., Monday afternoon 


of-the-mill entertainment. 


The format is that of an “Infor-' 
mation Please” devoted entirely to | 
quotations from the current week’s 


the recently-acquired “first i 
with tobacco men” musical ber. 


and War,” previously in that time (5), “On Your Mark” emerged as : a nd . 
segment and now on an eight-week | no better than the usual quizzer. iieatien autho gt, a ng , os —_ McDonagh 
summer layoff. This whodunit Contestants were banded three | vital to every program these days) g W. Junkin NEW ADVENTURES OF THIN 
serfés is no gem of originality, but questions by quizmaster Bud Coll-loffering prizes for historical + eeter: —. pm MAN 
its production and general makeup | yer and if successfully hurdling: quotes. Bob Trout, from his long S = —_ i Sat., . With Les Tremayne, Mor- 
should afford it a fair share of at- the trio were eligible for a fourth, experience as an re-| NBC. from New Yerk gan, Parker Fenelly, ethers; Ed 
tention frem mystery fans. /or jackpot question. porter, proved himself a handy- . ~ : net! Herlihy, annewncer; Fred Frad- 

Last week’s initial installment On the receiving end of the|man with the adlib on the kickoff . The “Playhouse edifice has kin, ereh conductor 
revolved around the usual corpse, | queries were a housewife from session last Friday (2). The four- been inateties ts tis apat to covey : Hi Brown 
three suspects including a politi- | Massachusetts, a bricklayer from man panel, studded with w.k. per- the during the summer , Writer: Milton Lewis 
Sects al the eae pete ford ae “i a letter carrier t ae or brightly. poors wed in ae by NBC the | 3@ Sheng Tames 9 pm. 
orts 0 es to solve , “ 0) ic » > 

from the Bronx. None was particu- ae an, 2 eee ees ee filler will have no set formula or PABST 


situation. Of course there’s the 
rivalry between medical examiner 
Gary Merrill and homicide inspec- 
tor Eric Dressler as to who'll crack 
the case first. Complications crop 
up when Merrill has his femme 
assistant, Audrey Christie, hustle 
off with the gal pupee. but 
M.E.’s expert sherlocking pins the 
crime on ihe right guy in time for 
the fadeout. 

A trie of seripters—Charies S. 
Monroe, Charles Gussman and 
George Harmen Coxe—packed an 
average amount of suspense in the 
yarn which was based upon the 
latter’s Dr., Peter Standish, a char- 
acter who’s well known to mystery 
piece readers in the national mags. 
Merrill was —— — — 
in portraying role, Miss 
Christie was believable as his aide 
while Erie Dressier did a 


job as the inspector. Others in- 


minor roles measured up 
principals. 


SEATTLE STORY 
15 Mins., 7:30 p.m., 


Preducers: tt 
KOMO, Seattle 

This series on the history’ of 
Seattle not only gives listeners 
some solid entertaining informa- 
tion on what the town was like in 
the old days, but also does a fine 
job both in the straight oat = 

nd in some 
which he changes voice to fit the 
character. ; 

Seript and production by Marje 
McPherson and Dave Crockett are 
of topdrawer quality, with this epi- 
sode, on Seattle’s loss of the ter- 
minus of the Great Northern Rail- 
road to Tacoma and resultant start 


of gg aps of 
town’s few hu n 
with pick and shovel, holds in- 
terest from the start. Use of real 
estate agent who has been cleaning 
oy ale 9 Sta move 
might buy; “to never 
say-die spirit of town, g up 
with a pick in his hand, adds credi- 


to the 
Gilb. 


bility and reatism to program.  " 


larly articulate. 

Prizes for the preliminary ques- 
tions included cash awards up to 
$5. depending upon the spin of a 
wheel, two tickets to “Al 
legro.” Jackpot was a $450 Ansley 


the | television set, but no one qualified 


for it. As an extra incentive it was 
‘announced at the program’s close 
that a $35 overnight case was be- 
ing added to the loot. 


fourth largest city in the U. S.? 
Name three magazines whose titles 
start with the letter “L’.” One way 
‘of improving the show would be to 
assemblé more literate questions 
along with more literate contest- 
ants. Collyer handles the quizzees 
with a rapid, professional glibness 
while the sheen is 
‘negligible. Gilb. 








SONGS BY VINCENT FLAIR 

With Marty Alma Orch; Geoff 
Davis, anneuncer 

Preducer-directer: Allen C. New- 


roth 
15 Mins.; Sat., 8:15 p.m. 
FLAIR & VIVIAN DANCE 

STUDIO 
WENS, N. ¥. 

(Allied Radio Adr. Associates) 

This is a quarter-hour of song 
warbled by Vincent Flair on be- 
half of a Brooklyn dance ; 
operates in association with his 
partner, Vivian. Show is a modest 
one signatured appropriately 
by “Ballerina.” A former 
vocalist with Chris Cross’ band, 
Flair relied almost entirely upon 
ballads for his stint. Some num- 
bers in a faster tempo would tend 
to eliminate a soporific tinge lent 
to the stanza by Flair’s soft, sirupy 
delivery 


Accompanying Flair is Marty 
*s small combo. It did well 








Sample questions: “What’s the 
'the proceedings. . 


studio he | has 





quips. ‘As when, referring to Gov. 
Warren’s remark upon nomination 
that he “knew how it felt to be hit 
by a streetcar,” 


eo offers a teaser test for 
any y newspaper reader and 
highlights signifieant comments on 
current affairs. As such, it makes 
a lot more sense than most of 
countless and aimless quizzes 
cluttering up the ether. Doan. 


SHOPPE CSSSoeeseeeeseey 


S tesenitin teen 


ee ee ee i ii 


THE NATIONAL SINGERS 
With Fred Webber Male oe ll 


. package of 104 15-minute 
shows, introduces to U. S. audi- 
ences an English male octet which 
become well known abroad 
through tours of Britain. the conti- 
nent and Australia. The series, 
released by Michelson’s outfit June | 
Bomar special nr mane $s | 
er programs. ea Vv - 
ists are Albert Miller, Arthur Ward 
= Easton. - es 
program will strike U. S. 
listeners as sort of a British- 
accented double barbershop quar- 
tet affair. It will ne doubt come 
as an amusing to dialers 
to hear “I’m Headin’ for the Last 
Roundup” with a Broad A. Never- 
theless, the octet presents eight 
well-tuned pipes in crystal-clear 
close harmony, and the selection 
of numbers is strictly in the old 


fave groove. 








The teeoff program (3) would 
have merited an extra-special huz- 
zah for writing, direction and per- 
formanee were not all these ele- 


sounded at times very much like 


delibly asseciated. 

Hf it weren't for the artificial 
finish that Junkin ened on his 
work, “Long Distance” might have 

from the vi of 


how to handle his material with 
maximum effect but has a style 
of his own. This Canadian. who 


also marks himself as stickler for guy 


realism, should in time move into 


that limited circle of topnotch dra-| Damon 


matic radio directors on this side 
of the border. 

With all the obvious ‘ 
Miss Minor is deserving of a big 
hand for the performance she gave 
of a woman who had but 30 min- 
utes in which te save her husband 
frem electrocution for a crime he 
did not commit and with a tele- 
phone her only 


NBC, from New Yerk 
(Warwick & Legler) 
Nick Charlies is in the worst box 
of his entire career—and it’s a 


cops, including Sheriff 
liams (Parker F ), 
the crime-less scene. Just one of 


-i the few 


one recognized him. 
shows how much the peor 


nged. 
Les Tremayne (in the role Les 
did for so long) and Claudia 
Morgan (who’s had the role before) 
struggled valiantly with their lines 
as the new Nick and Nora, but the 
material didn’t give them much 
a chance, it was'so superficial and 
unrealistic. Rest of the cast were 
easily recognizable “characters.” 


<a 


7 





cue. It was an admirably etched. 
“ characterization. Ode ' 


Cc * 
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Frisco Channel Winners Still Dark; 4 
2th May Get One Via Oakland Setup 


By BOB STAHL 


Washington, July 6. 
Which of the five applicants wil] 
win the fight for the two hotly- 
contested San Francisco television 
channels remaining is anybody's 
guess, following the windup here 
Friday (2) of 20 days of gruelling 


VARIETY 


FAIRBANKS STARTS 
2D TELEPIC SERIES 


Holiywood, July 6. 

Jerry Fairbanks Productions 
starts shooting its second 26 week 
series of television films for NBC 
his week. 
. Series, titled “Going Places With 
Uncle George,” films will be de- 
signed for tot viewing along with 
sight-seing trips to zoos, circuses 
and places of general interest. 
| Dick Elliott has been inked to play 


24 TELEVISION 


ABC's Preferential TV Time Options 
For AM Bankrollers in Web's Ist 
Major Bid for Share of Tele Plum 


ABC uncorked its first major bids 
for a share of the television bank- 
rolling plum in a detailed state- 








Hugh M. Beville, Jr. 


Director of Research at NBC 
goes into the proposition of 
TV Research: 


‘*So Many Want to 





Frederic Ziv 












ment calculated to reach the desks 
of every.important timebuying ad- 
vertiser and agency exec on his 
return from the Fourth of July 
holiday. As a come-on-in-fast in- 
ducement, the web offered prefer- 
ential time options to current AM 
bankrollers and a one-fourth-off 
rate discount to advertisers grab- 
bing time on WJZ-TV, N. Y., be- 
fore the station starts operation 
next month. 

Over the signature of sales vee- 
pee Fred Thrower, the net set 
forth the status of its TV network- 
ing operations, plans for expan- 
sion, programs currently on the air 
and available (and their price 
tags), and ABC’s tele rate card 
No. 1. 

Web is now programming 12 
hours a week, Thrower reported, 
but will expand this to 28 hours 





ABC’s FV Price Tags 


ABC hauled out the price 
tags on its current tele pro- 

rams in showcasing its TV 
Status and first rate card over 
the weekend. The seven shows 
available and their tabs: 

U “Hollywood Screen Test,” 
dramatizations starring film 
aspirants from legit, radio and 
niteries, with Bert Lytell as 
emcee, $1,100; ‘“What’s New,” 
featuring new inventions and 
gadgets, $1,000; “Cartoon Tele- 
tales,” showing children how 
to sketch characters from dra- 
matized stories, $500 for the 
first 26 weeks, $600 for the 
next 26; “That Reminds Me,” 
human interest yarns by Cal 
Tinney and guests, $1,400; 
“Hayloft Hoedown,” hillbilly 
variety, $1,250; “Play the 
Game,” charade quiz, $950, 
and “You're Invited,” variety 
show emceed by Romo Vincent, 
$850. 

Additionally available are 
12 New York Giants pro foot- 
ball games, nine to be carried 
live and three by film, and 30 
ets basketball games from 

adison Square Garden. Pack- 
age prices were not stated, but 
are available on request, the 
net said. 

————— 

weekly as soon as WJZ-TV hits the 

air in August. Four more ABC 
owned and operated outlets are 
slated to tee off before the end of 
the year, at the rate of one a month 

—WENR-TV, Chicago, in Septem- 

ber; WXYZ-TV, Detroit, in Octo- 

ber; KECA-TV, Los Angeles, in 

November, and KGO-TV, San Fran- 


_cisco, in December. 


Three eastern outlets—WFIL-TV, 
Philadelphia; WMAL-TV, Washing- 
ton and WAAM, Baltimore, the lat- 
ter signed as an affiliate only yes- 
terday (Tues.)—will be connected 


(Continued on page 26) 


Price Follows Gaxton 
As Texaco’s Quondam 
M.C.; Want Berle Back 


Television’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre,” in a switch from the 
original plans, is now signing 
emcees on a week-to-week basis, 
instead of four weeks at a time. 
William Gaxton, for example, han- 
dled last (Tuesday) night’s show 
and Georgie Price is slated to em- 
cee next week’s stanza. Both draw 
a reported $1,000 for the one-shot 
out of a $5,000 talent budget. 

Kudner agency, which handles 
the Texaco account, has been fur- 
nished with several availabilities 
by the William Morris office and 
will select emcees for at least the 
rest of July by the end of this 
week. Gaxton and Price, inciden- 
tally, sub for George Jessel, who 
was called back to the 20th-Fox 
studios on the Coast for film pro- 
duction work. 

Show is aired in the 8 to 9 p.m. 
slot on the NBC-TV web. Texaco 
is trying to work out a deal for 
Milton Berle to become permanent 





emcee in the fall, 


ag Sethe pandil 


discusses 
“Films in Your 
Television Future’’ 


* * * 


en editorial feature in the 


3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 
EDITION 


of 


VARIETY 


to be published this month 














Tele Rates Up As 
Sets Increase 


} 
In line with the steady boost in | 
television set circulation in the) 
metropolitan N.Y. area, both 
WNBT (NBC, N.Y.) and WCBS- 
TV (CBS, N.Y.) announced this 
week a hike in their time rates, 
to be effective Oct. 1. NBC, mean- 
while, will up its network rates at 
the same time. 
NBC also latched on to another | 
affiliate with the inking of a pact 
to service WJAR-TV, Providence. 
Station, owned by the Outlet Co., 
owners of WJAR, NBC’s sound 
broadcasting affiliate in Provi- 
dence, expects to take the air 
about Sept. 15, at which time it 
will receive NBC net programs via 
radio relay from Boston, which is 
now connected to WNBT via micro- | 
wave. 
Despite the boost in rates, the 
increase in number of sets makes 
the time charges comparatively 
lower, according to CBS-TV com- 
mercial manager George L. Mosko- 
vics. He pointed out that the pres- 
ent base rate of $700 per hour for 
WCBS-TV was established April 1, 
when there some 147,000 sets in 
circulation, making the rate about 
$4.76 per thousand. New rate of 
$1,000 per hour, effective Oct. 1, 
will see more than 300,000 sets in 
the area, which will make the 
charges then equivalent to about 
$3.33 per thousand, a drop of some 
43%. 
WCBS - TV, meanwhile, has 
boosted its rates for time signals, 
effected June 1, to $115 for Class 


(Continued on page 26) 


SYLVIE ST. CLAIR TO 
SING ON THE RIVIERA 


Sylvie St. Clair, the WABD 
(DuMont), N. Y., chanteuse, clip- 
pered to Paris last week to play 
some Riviera engagements. She 
may be featured with Michel 
Emer’s orchestra which opens the 
Palm Beach Casino, Cannes, July 
10 and remains there until Sept. 
9. Emer is the French songsmith 
who composed a number of Edith 
Piaf’s best known songs. 

Miss St. Clair has been offered 
renewal by DuMont but is hesitat- 
ing until she gets commercial 
committments. 


WOR Preps Paul Winchell 
For Video Sweepstakes 


WOR, N. Y., thinks it may have 
some hot television competition 
for Edgar Bergen if the latter de- 
cided to enter Charlie McCarthy 
in the video stakes. 

Mutual key has pacted ventrilo- 
quist Paul Winchell to stand in for 
John Gambling on the latter’s 1:15 
p.m. cross-the-board show while | 
Gambling vacations all this month. 
Winchell and his dummy, Jerry 
Mahoney, took over the spot Mon- 
day (5). 

Station execs are said to feel 
that Winchell has strong possibili- 
ties of developing into a toprated 
tele act. And, of course, WOR-TV 
and its Washington, D. C., sister, 














WOIC, will be on the air before 
long. j 





Uncle George. 


NBC Trial Balloon | 


} 
| 


On Celluloid Web 








Nixed by Agencies | 


Looks like the bankrollers are | 
in a mood to nix efforts to set up | 
celluloid networks. It’s learned | 
that NBC quietly sent up a trial 
balloon on this score during the 
past week and the agencies shot 
it full of holes with their loud 
squawks. Word subsequently went 
out that NBC had pigeon-holed the 
proposal. 

Web’s idea was to require bank- 
rollers to take on every new af- 
filiate the net added, servicing the 


Find Out So Much 
From So Few”’ 


* * * 


an editorial feature in 


VARIETY $ 


3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 


EDITION 
to be published this month 











WATV Status 
In State of Flux 


Confronted with the fact that 
less than 50% of the television re- 
ceivers in the metropolitan N. Y. 





sponsor’s show to them via kine- 
scoped film at a cost to the client 
of $180 for the master ree! and 
$25 for each print serviced. 

Agencies’ attitude, according to 
a typical one, is that such a plan 
forced the advertisers to pay for 
NBC’s facilities and would have 
an end effect of “driving every- 
body into films.” 

“We don’t see,” harped an agen- 
cy’s radio topper, “why we should 
go to the expense of putting on a 
live show for a few outlets and 
have to pay additionally to have 
it aired on film of inferior quality 
on the other stations.” 

Thus far, the network hasn’t 
come up with a substitute plan. 
But if advertisers are going to hold 
out for live pickups, it means ex- 
tensive network of commercial TV 
programming is off until coaxial 
and microwave relays are set up 
from coast to coast. That, accord- 


ing to NBC itself, is several years 
away. « 





Mull Speedy TV 
Production Code 


Production code for the tele- 
vision industry, designed to impose 
a system of self-censorship that 
will eliminate much of the current 
criticism against performers’ use 
of blue material on the air, is to be 
developed during the next several 
months by a special committee of 
the Television Broadcasters Assn. 
Code will be submitted to the full 
TRA membership at the organiza- 
tion’s annual meeting in December. 

Committee is headed: up by CBS 
exec veepee Lawrence W. Lowman 
and comprises NBC tele exec 
Noran E. Kersta; Robert L. Coe, 
station manager of WPIX (N Y. 
Daily News), and Neil Swanson, 
exec veepee of WMAR-TV (Balt- 
imore). Code, the first official 
guide for TV programming on an 
industry-wide basis, was suggested 
by TBA prez J. R. Poppele more 
than two years ago, but no action 
oo yet been taken on its formula- 
ion. 

Kersta, incidentally, has just 
been elected a member of the TBA 
board. He succeeds NBC veepee 
John F. Royal, recently resigned, 
and will continue in office until 


the next election in December, 





Spicer Quits KSTP Post 
Due to Lack of Material 


Minneapolis, July 6. 
Difficulties in obtaining program 
material for television broyght 


about resignation of Dorothy Spi- 
cer as program director for KSTP- 
TV. She had been KSTP public 
relations director prior to taking 
television assignment, 





Other television news on 
page 5. 











‘area can pick up its signal, WATV, 
| Bremer Broadcasting’s tele station 
| 


| in Newark, N. J., has postponed 
‘any live studio programming until 


at least the fall and has halted the 
majority of station expansion. 
With the operation’s § curtail- 


ment, program manager Paul Bel- 
anger has resigned, effective today 
(Wednesday). According to Belang- 
er, his future plans are still indefi- 
nite but he has several offers from 
N. Y. tele outfits, including the TV 
department of one of the major 
ad agencies. 

Still at a loss to explain the 
apparently freak electronic situa- 
tion that’s cut into reception of its 
signal so tremendously, WATV has 
asked RCA engineers to check all 
its transmitting equipment during 
the next six-eight weeks. Reception 
has been reported at various times 
from places as distant as Balti- 
more, but since most of the N. Y. 
sets can’t pick, up the signal, 
WATYV has had considerable diffi- 
culty trying to sell air time. Situa- 
tion is the first serious one of its 
kind in the industry. 

As a result the programming and 
production staff has been trimmed, 
with production designer Lawrence 
Goldwasser already gone, as well 
as several minor production staf- 
fers. To date, no painters, camera- 
men, stagehands or studio camera- 
men have been hired. 

Situation is further complicated 
by WATV’s union difficulties. Sta- 
tion “signed a blanket contract 
about a year ago with the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, giving that union juris- 
diction over all TV jobs. Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees has since slapped 
an injunction on WATV, charging 
unfair practices. Station has stayed 
aloof from the dispute, but the 
jurisdictional battle has not been 
settled. 


CBS, DUMONT CONTINUE 
EXEC RESHUFFLING 


Both CBS-TV and DuMont con- 
tinued to indulge in the favorite 
midsummer sport of exec reshuff- 
ling during the last week. CBS 
assigned Edmund Chester, hereto- 
fore director of snortwave broad- 
casting and Latin American affairs 


for the web, as director of news, 
special events and sports. He’s to 
coordinate all these facets of pro- 
gramming in a move designed to 
further the web’s TV network ex- 
pansion. 

DuMont, meanwhile, switched 
Stations relations chief Halsey Bar- 
rett to the post of manager of the 
newly-created sales service depart- 
ment. In a local move, Lynn 
Cleary, with DuMont for a year, 
was assigned as a special assistant 
to handle continuity, literary and 
title rights and cO-Op programs for 
WABD, the web’s key N. Y. outlet. 
Jack Rayel, meanwhile, has been 
named assistant to network. pro- 
gramming chief James L. Caddi- 








' gan. 


a! 


testimony both in D.C. and Frisco, 
Decision isn’t expected to be ren- 
dered to the FCC for at least six 
months by FCC examiner Jack 
Paul Blume, who ran the entire 
four weeks of hearings. 

Out of the morass of conflicting 
testimony offered by the appli- 
cants, including CBS, KROW (Oak- 
land, Cal., indie AM station), Para- 
mount, Ed Pauley’s§ Television 
California and 20th-Fox, one thing 
seemed certain: that much of the 
case may revolve around the avail- 
ability of transmission facilities in 
the East Bay (Oakland) area. Three 
construction permits already grant- 
ed in Frisco cover the metropoli- 
tan area only, meaning that if the 
remaining two are assigned to 
Frisco, Oakland will have no local 
coverage. 

In a surprise move, 20th dis- 
closed on the stand that it planned 
a separate studio in Oakland. Op- 
posing counsel tried valiantly to 
prove this was a mere straw-in-the- 
wind, proposed by 20th after lis- 
tening to the previous testimony 
of other applicants. If 20th can 
make its case stick, it’s believed to 
stand a good chance of drawing 
one of the TV assignments. Radio 
manager Irving Kahn testified 
Friday (2) that he’d been advised 
by KROW general manager Wil- 
liam Gunzendorfer about the im- 
portance of an Oakland operation 
as far back as April, before the 
hearings started. Objection was 
raised, ~ however, about including 
20th’s Oakland plans in the record. 
Blume declared that, if after fur- 
ther study the objection was up- 
held, all such reference would be 
stricken out. 

Closing two days of the hearings 
were sparked by 20th’s big guns, 
including 20th prez  Spyros 
Skouras, National Theatres prez 
Charles P. Skouras, research chief 
Earl Sponable, tele chief Alfred H. 
Morton and Kahn. Skouras freres 
provided the same highlights they 
did during the earlier sessions in 
Frisco, proving again their innate 
personal showmanship. They both 
drew plenty of laughs from the 
hearing room (crowded for the 
first time) with their answers, but 
still socked across several impor- 
tant points. 

Spyros Skouras, in a_ surprise 


ing on color tele for home re 
(Continued on page 26) 


Elsa Maxwell as a 56 
Telehostess in Package 
On Berg-Eikel Agenda 


Gertrude Berg and Vera Eikel 
are packaging a fall television 
series starring Elsa Maxwell and 
built around her party staging. 
Miss Maxwell is currently in 
Europe filming interviews with 
celebrities in London, Paris and 
Italy for the opening sequences of 
the weekly show. It’s understood 
that before she sailed several 
weeks ago, she laid plans for the 
show before two friends and pros- 
pective buyers, David Sarnoff of 
RCA (NBC) and William S. Paley 
of CBS. 

It’s learned, too, that her close 
association with several film indus- 
try toppers has won her some back- 
ing for her new tele-pix activities. 
Cooperation of Jack Warner and 
Darryl Zanuck is already in effect 
on a summer shooting abroad, it’s 
said. 

Following the filmed interviews, 
the show will turn to Miss Max- 
well’s parties, with her typical 
bevy of name guests, originating 
from various points such as her 
own apartment, the homes of 
prominent friends, and places of 
national interest. Her daily syndi- 
cated “Party Line” column will tie 
in with the tele format. . 

Cost details will be unfolded this 
week when Miss Berg and Miss 
Eikel huddle with several inter- 
ested agencies, but the estimated 
price tag on the package is $5, 
weekly. The producers repo 
they’ve had several participating 
sponsor offers, but no commit- 








ments have been made. 


move, revealed that 20th is work-. 
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for Channels Wilts Under D.C. 
FCC Asked For 34 


Edward Stasheff 


Battle 
Heat, Verbiage: 


Washington, July 6. 
Television redistribution and re- 





4 


| Dunham’s CBS Tele Pest 


New position of eastern sales 
manager for television has been 
created in CBS Radio Sales, spot 
sales division of the network, and 
will be taken over on Aug. 2 by 
George R. Dunham, Jr. 

Dunham joined CBS at WEEIL, 
Bostem, im 1937, and has beem an 
account exec in RS” New York of- 





allecation hearings dragged badly 
last week before the Fe@eral Com- 
munications Commission. About 
200 witnesses, attorneys and engi- 
neers attended the first two days, 


Director of Education, WPIN, Me ¥. 


writes on 


“Television in 





but proceedings were so slow and Education” 
technical that a mere handful were 
: in the 

left by the week's end. 

Testimony on use of directional 3d Annual Special 
antenna for television, apr iene RADIO-TELEVISION 
by CBS and WTOP, was deferred. 
General testimony on this will be EDITION 
taken in about two weeks. of 


DuMont has prepared an elabo-| 
rate brief fer 20 television chan- | 
nels instead of 12. DuMont pro-| 
poses to get the additional chan- 
nets from government services. It 
will present the proposal this week 
as the nearings reconvene tomor- 
row (7). 

T. A. M. Craven, director of 
WOL, and chief Cowles exec in 
D. C., stated that FCC should and 
could provide at least 34 tele chan- 
nels) FCC counsel Harry Plotkin 
fought to keep that one out of the 
record, but was overruled. Craven 
also asked one additional channel 
each for Boston and Washington. 
WOL has no tele channel here. 

Proceedings perked up a bit Fri- 
day when the WTOP request for 
channel 12 for Washington instead 
of Fredericksburg, with the Vir- 
ginia city getting channel two, was 
taken up. WTOP, owned by CBS 
and the Washington Post, at- 
tempted to prove channel 12 with 


VARIETY 


‘Open Season For 
~ Air Stars Abroad 


With most of the top bracket air 
shows off few the summer, idle 
‘talent is taking advantage of the 











‘European continent. Seme stars: 


majority is motivated merely by a 
desire to loll about in continental | 
| capitals. 


- “ 4 _ Stockholm on a trek to Scandé- | 
directional antennae would be suc- | oi. Earlier Edgar Bergen left! 


cessful in the Capital. 

- nee for a tour of the same area. Tempo- | 
RE ge 5 lor ney R- s — = _ rarily freed from his chores on the | 
ree forth testimony from WTOP’s Fred Allen show, comedian Peter 


‘hiatus for # mass imvasionm of the 


have vaude teurs im mind, but the 


fice simee 1943. 


Unions Nix Web 
Actor Pay Plan 


A proposed television setup un- 
,der which acters would be em- 
ployed om a contraetual salary 





‘Tf: basis, as im the filme industry, has 


been turned down by the video 
committee of the performer unions. 
The offer was made by the net- 
| works last week to representatives 


of the jwint tele committee ef the 


Assoeiated Acters & Artistes of 
America. — 
After asserting the suggested 


setup was not worth discussing. the 
actor reps finally agreed to present 
it to the full committee for con- 
sideration. However, they indicated 
there is no chance of the network 
bid being taken seriously, adding 
that they regard it as merely a 
preliminary negotiating meve. 
Aceerding te acter union lead- 
ers, they are determined te estab- 
lish a per-pregran: fee basis of op- 
erations in television, similar to 
that in existence in radio. They 
point out that this principle has al- 


| ready beem recognized by the tele- 


a weekly er menihly salary basis. 

It’s expected that negotiations 
for a television production contract 
will proceed slowly, though the 
telecasters have already recegnized 


Tele Is Still a Lab 


Expertment, As 


Far as Detroit B.0. Is Concerned 





Robert P. Heller’s 
piece on 
“‘Videomeniaries”’ 
discourses on the documentary 


technique as adapted 
to Television 


* 


* * 





an editorial feature in 


9 
VARIETY § 


3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 
EDITION 


to be published soon 














WINS Announcers 
Win in Arbitration 


Under an arbitration award, 
WINS, New York. has been or- 
dered to give reinstatement and 
finaneial restitution te two an 
nouneers fired last fall in vielatien 
of the statiem’s centract with the 
_American Federation of Radio 
Artists. One of the men, Paul L. 
\Mimer, was awarded $2,290.72, but 
|e has not accepted reinstatement 
because it would necessitate the 
discharge of his replacement. The 
\ather, Lewis L. Fisher, was award- 
‘ed $650.16, and was rehired last 
| January. The arbiters’ decision was 
| unanimous. 

The award to Miner was figured 


consulting engineer that to bring 
12 to Washington would deprive 
100,000 Marylanders of two of 
three services. If channel six 
were added to Baltimore, bringing 
total there to four channels, some 
50,000 people would be out of a 
video service area. 

Attorneys for Baltimore stations 
also pointed out that Washington 


\those aboard 


Donald sailed Saturday (3) on the 
Mauretania for a short vacation. On 
the previous day Friday @) the 


‘Nieuw Amsterdam carried a heavy 


complement of radioites when she 
left Hoboken for Southampton, 
Havre and Rotterdam. Among 
were Ed Gardner, 
Sam Perrin, scripter for the Jacek 
Benny show; and Jack Remley of 


the 4A’s as representing the actors, om the basis of 18 weeks imme- 
and have taeitly accepted its scope diately prior to his discharge, 


| 


as bargaining unit. Whenever the | whem his average earnings were | 


two groups agree on a general $148.77 per week. He was reim- 
basis of employment they 
presumably get down to practical | ployment, 31 weeks of employment 
dickering for specific pay scales. elsewhere at a lower rate, $152 
Meanwhile, there will be consider- spent to obtain other employment, 
able preliminary arm-waving. but minus $210 given him in sev- 

With George Heller, chairman of erance pay at the time of his dis- 


will | bursed for fie weeks’ total unem- | 


the Phil Harris-Alice Faye pro- 
gram. | 
Benny, Mary Livingstone, Harris” 
/and Miss Faye showed eff a day 
earlier aboard the Queem Elizabeth 
for a British vaude teur in which 
the first trio will participate. Also 
passengers on the same ship were | 
‘bandleader Kay Kyser, accom-| 
panied by his. wife, Georgia Car-. 
roll. Other departures last week | 
were those of the George Keanes 
whe planed for a Paris honeymoon. 
Keane is the CBS radio) 


had the most favorable setup on 
the east coast from the standpoint | 
of channels per population. 


Frisco TV 


Continued from page 24 


ception, but passed the details on 
to Sponable. Latter declared, when 
he took the stand, that there’s a 
Poco age fl —_—— pix color, 
on ich he’s researching, and tele | é 
coler, adding that his findings in | @¢tvess Betty Winkler while her 
the pix field would be applicable >usbamd had the comedy lead im 
to tele. He declined, however, to the Broadway hit, “Brigadoon. 
furnish details of his work and op-| Jim Fieming, former freelamee 
posing counsel allowed the ques- announcer and one time overseas | 
tion to drop. |radio correspondent, sailed Thurs- | 
Kahn’s Complete Outline ‘day (2) aboard the Britannic to 
Kahn, on the stand four hours Fri- join the Economic Cooperation Ad- 

















day im a session which lasted until ministration headquarters staff in| 


i @ 4A’s committee, on vacation, 
nothing more will happen for am- 
other week or two. 


«ABC Tele 








=m CODtinued from pace 244 ——t 


by cable. Four other affiliates will 
be “temporarily serviced with 
film” — WBAP-TV, Fort Worth, 

i ing im Nevember; 
New Orieans, and 
KFMB-TV, San Diego 
next January. 


(Over the weekend. the web also 


WSDU-TV, 


| amnounced WNAC-TV, Boston, has 
|become an interif affiliate, pend- 


ing outcome of a tele appileation 
by WCOP, ABC’s AM outlet im the 
ihub city.) 


11 p.m., so that all concerned could Paris where he'll be special media! Midwest Spread by October 


scram home for the holiday week- | officer under W. Averell Harriman. 





end, presented probably the most He'll act as a liaison with Ameri- 

complete outline on programming can radie, television, films and 

plans, rate card structure, ete. magazines. 

Oppesing counsel had been aiming | 

for him, since all during the previ-| 

ous sessions he’d been advising PHARMACO LOSS 

20th counsel Vincent Welch on. 

what questions to ask in cross-. 

examination of other witnesses. On JOLTING R&R 

be ergs his lengthy April sur-—  Ruthrauff & Ryan ad agency suf- 

aialities Pap gr scorn Br | fered a body blow to its radio bill- 

ly fully prepared, with opposing ings in the past week, losing the 

counsel dropping their examina- hefty Pharmaco account close on 

tions one by one in the face of his the heels of Auto-Lite’s shift of its 

facts. : '“Suspense” (CBS) show to Newell- 

Blume ae led the cross- gpmmett 

examination of Spyros Skouras, P 

trying to ascertain why 20th is , Parmace, whieh spent over 

willing to spend so much money pace age call tg ane agre a! of Mu- 

for tele, which will probably prove lits Feenamint . Co Se 
20th to Duane Jones, effective Aug. 1. 

for total construction costs. in Summer, and fall commitments 

Frisco, with equipment costs alone haven't been made. But it’s be- 

more than CBS’ proposed cash out- lieved probable that the Newark 

lay for both equipment and studies. Outfit will pick up “Official Detec- 

Skouras denied emphatically he tive” amd either “Charlie Chan” or 


| By October, the web stated, it’s 
| expected ABC-TV programs will be 
available to audiences in Cleve- 
land. Toledo and Milwaukee. The 


number of stations linked by co-| 


axial cable ox radio relay, er serv- 
ieed with film, will reach approxi- 
mately 20 by next Jan. 1, and per- 
haps 80 or more by the end of 1949, 
it was estimated. 

| _ The net tossed out its option and 
| discount offers in three “proposals 
to advertisers”’: 

“L. Advertisers using ABC AM 
facilities may order or option spe- 
cific unsold time periods between 
{now and July 15, 1948, on a “first 
come, first served” basis. Options 
will remain im foree until Aug 1, 
188 subject, however, te call on 
one week's notice. 

_ “2 Nea-ABC AM advertisers 
may order any unsold be- 
tween now and July 15, 1948, and 
ABC will accept the order imme- 
|diately if the time is not under 
order or option, otherwise within a 
maximum of one’ week’s time. After 
July 15 we will aecept options or 
‘orders from neom-ABC advertisers 





charge. Fisher’s award for four 
weeks’ unemployment was figured 
on 2 period ef 17 weeks, during 
/Whieh he earned an average of 
$190.04 per week. The $210 sev- 
eramee pay was dedueted from the 
award to him, also. 

When the two announcers were 
fired, last October, AFRA protest- 
‘ed that the action violated its 
|agreement with the station. How- 
|ever, Dwight Martin, vice-president 
of the outiet, in netifying the men 


of their discharge. explained it was - 


“due to busiress conditions neees- 
Sitating changes im our pregram 
| Strueture.” But despite a prefer- 
ential rehiring clause im the union- 
| Station contract, other announcers 
| were soon afterward employed. 


Under the arbitration clause in 
the AFRA pact, the case was heard 
last May 11 before a three-man 
panel of the American Arbitration 
| Assn, The arbiters were Louis 
Okin, designated by AFRA: Mef- 
ford R. Runyen, chesen by WINS, 
and Jesse Lane, selected by the 
|AAA. The station was represented 
| by Alvin E. Cormeny, of Pruitt, 
Desvernine, Hale & Coursen. The 
case was handled for AFRA by 
Mortimer Becker, of Jaffe & Jaffe, 
attorneys for the national but lent 
'to the local for the occasion. 


| WEPO’s TV Site 


Cincinnati, July 6. 
Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc., has 
completed purchase of property for 
_the site of a video station trans- 
mitter — Mortimer C. W 
vice-president and general mana- 
‘Ber of WCPO, says will be in op- 
eration by the end af the year. 

The site is in Walnut Hills be- 
tween locations of transmitters for 
Crosley s WLWT, Cincy’s only tele 
Station at present, and the video 
| Station of WKRC now in use for its 
| FM station. Elevation is 840 feet 
/and the Scripps-Heward video an- 
| tenna tower 














(No. 4 in a series by Variety 
correspondents showing how tele- 
vision is projecting itself in the 
key eities of the country.) 


By STAN WORRIS 


Detroit. July 6. 

With only 8,550 TV sets in this 
area—and 1,600 in dealers’ stores 
and public places—there is little, 
if any, competition with pix 
houses, niteries and sports events, 
a local survey reveals. 

In the face of speculation of 
TV's power and where it will 
strike if and when it does, might 
be verbal hooks buttonholing ring- 
| leaders in sports, films and night 


| life in other parts of the country 
but not in~ Detroit. Big moguls 
here maintain video plays right 
into their boxoffices at this stage 
| of the game. : 

Sports events riggers say the 
TV sets scattered throughout the 
icity only whet the appetites o€ 
| wrestling, boxing and baseball en- 
| thusiasts. Some go so far as te 
|say they are now reaching poten- 
tial fans and future customers 
through the medium of tele—the 
kids, that is. 


Squawks that grapevined here 
before installation of first TV sets 
have long since quieted down. 
Whereas it was thought that videe 
would tie Detroiters to their arm- 
chairs, it is now evident this fu- 
turistic gadget is serving as an 
intro to something better for pro- 
moters. F 

Sets installed in bars and niter- 
ies here have in most cases not 
even paid for installation charges, 
operators insist. Only time they 
get a bar draw is when a big sports 
event is slated at night and then 
the boys and gals hang around for 
| the duration of the event instead 
of taking a quick one and heading 











| off for the movies or elsewhere. 
Niteries line up with the sports 
|moguls in lauding TV right now. 
| Consensus is that tele is for the 
stay-at-homers anyway and biz will 
| not suffer until screens start com- 
petitive entertainment or give- 
aways that will lure the customers 
from the night spots. 


Films haven’t been affected at 
the b.o., managers assert. Nothing 
| will keep them from Gable and 
Turner until they see Gable and 
Turner on the screens in their own 
living rooms, they declare with 
confidence. 

Tele so far, in Detroit, is still a 
laboratory experiment when it 
comes to b.o. values of entertain- 
‘ment and until TV puts on real 
programs of general interest in 
plaee of juvenile and kitchen en- 
tertainment it won’t get much of 
am audience insofar as Detroiters 
are concerned. 











Tele Rates 


mum Continued from page 24 


A time and $70 for B time. Ad- 
vertisers who had signed for time 
.Sigmals at the previous rates are to 
reeeive six months’ protection from 
June 1. 

New WNBT rates provide for a 
base hourly charge of $1,000 dur- 
ing Class A time (6 to 10:30 p.m.), 
as compared with the present rate 
of $750. Three-quarters of the base 
rate is to apply during Class B 
time, with one-half the base rate 
to be in effect at all other times. 
Charges for WNBT studio facili- 
ties, according to spot sales direc- 
tor James V. McConnell, are to re- 
main the same. 

For other stations on the web, 
the base charges will be upped as 
fellows: WPTZ (Philadelphia) from 
$300 to $400 per hour; WRGB 
(Schenectady) from $150 to $200; 
WBAL-TV (Baltimore), from $200 
to $250, and WNBW (Washington? 
from $200 to $250. Basic hourly 
rate for WBZ-TV (BostonY of $200 
and for WTVR (Richmond) of $100 
remain the same. 








had any idea that the FCC will the Jim Backus show, if not all in aceardanee with standard AM will be 560 feet, about Merl ones ‘Casting’ 
base its decision on who can afford three, when falf rolls around. _| procédure. the same as the others. 24 oe July 6. 
to spend the most. In answer to| R&R retains its other Auto-Lite| “3. Ail advertisers ordering. ; 





Merle S. Jones, WCCO manager, 
has invented new kind of “cast” in 
fishing. . 

CBS veepees J. Kelly Smith and 
Howard Hausman arrived for @ 
fishing party to find Jones with his 
(Mar-| leg im a cast due to recent injury. 

Well again, Jones removed 


east and tossed it in the lake. 


Blume’s apparent fears that 20th 
would over-commercialize its pro- 
gramming because of its heavy in- 
vestment, Skouras said quite the 


billings, including a _ plattered WJZ-TV prior to the date the sta- | 
Ses ye Bag SPE py program \ ein commences operation (on) 
placed locally. of “Suspense” | which date the rate increases to | various announcin 

is attributed to behind-the-scenes $1,000 per evening hour) will re- | go to Paris as cams wor nit 
difficulties between the agency ceive rate protection on the basis|sentative of the European Co- 
and sponsor fs the new of $750 per evening hour fer the | operation Administratiea 
show as replacement for Dick firsi six months that the siation is shall Plan). 

Haymes. in operation. ‘ He'll be gone a year. 


FLEMING’S ECA SABBATICAL 


James Fleming has given up his 
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' IT’S THE NEW FULL-HOUR MUSIC-AND-MONEY SENSATION... 


“THREE FOR THE MONEY” 


(Saturday 9:00-10:00 p.m. New York Time) 





It’s big... it’s bright... it's double barrelled —with a 
bang and action and entertainment in each part of the 


show... 


Combine these two elements and you get a show that 
made a hit on its first broadeast. For the advertiser, two 


points stand out to make “Three For The Money” a 


It’s the big money give-away, and it’s simple. 
Listeners are asked to name the order in which 
three tunes will be played. Prizes range from $100 
to $300 and on up to $800. The jackpot starts at 


$5,000 and builds up $500 each week—until won 


2 It’s one of the fastest. most exciting dance music 
shows ever put together—with the Mark Warnow 
orchestra; with Mary Small whose air record is 
Jong and brilliant; with Russ Emery, radio's next 
“swoon-bait” and with The Stardusters, one of the 


air’s finest quartets. Bud Collyer (“Superman”) 





makes a great Master of Ceremonies. 


or until the limit of $50.000 is reached. 9 


powerful commercial vehicle: 


{ Give-aways reach high ratings faster than almost 


any other type of program. You build your audi- 
ence in athurry. The records prove this—and 


“Three For The Money” is building fast. 


Because all prizes are cash—and only eash—there 
isn't the problem of the sponsor's product and 
commercials competing with mentions and plugs 
of products given as prizes (as in most shows of 


this type). The sponsor has the field to bimeelf. 


We'll he glad to give you the whole story, Just call our 


Sales Department. 








“IT’S A LIVING” 


Playing gorilla parts in the movies... raising worms for sale 
..-teaching people to whistle... testing mattresses...what 


ways to make a living! 


There seems to be no end to the odd and unusual occupations 
people have. “It’s A Living” is the story of these occupations, 
told by the men and women themselves, in interviews con- 
ducted by Ben Alexander, famous M.C. of “Heart's Desire.” 


But an odd job alone doesn’t ket a man or woman on the pro- 
gram; he or she must have a flair for catching and holding 


the interest of listeners, for telling a good story. 


“It's A Living” has human interest. It has humor. [t's low in 
cost. It is a good investment for the advertiser who wants 
audience and who wants to sell his product. 











Aud Here Are Gwe there Programs 


. “TALENT JACKPOT” 


An unusual “amateur show’ — this program presents four or 
five carefully selected acts of both amateur and professional 


caliber. 


Prizes are big enough to attract excellent performers —$500, 


plus a week's engagement at a leading theater or nightclub 


for the winner; amounts up to $250 for the others. Winners 
qualify for a second appearance on the show—a chance to 
win another $1,000 and a two-week contract. 


“Talent Jackpot” is produced like a regular variety show... 
rehearsed, timed, groomed. And hacked by a full-size 
orchestra. 

Make a point of catching “Talent Jackpot— and judge for 
yourself what it can do as a vehicle for you. 


Brondcasting, System 


WORLD’S LARGEST NETWORK 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


F. Chase Taylor and his “Col. Stoopnagle’s Academy” got themselves 
off to a false start on Mutual last Friday night (2) as the result of some 
bickering from the outside about the format of the show. «Plan had 
been to make the sustainer a spelling-bee with a classroom background, 
but at the llth hour a couple of freelance package producers raised a 
strong demurrer, claiming that the schoolroom idea was too close to 
their wares (Happy Felton has such a background on WABD, N.Y.). The 





uproar resulted in MBS’ putting the spelling-bee thing on ice and to | 
substitute for it on the scheduled Stoopnagle debut a run-of-the-mill | 


quiz format. 
a second start this Friday (9). 





ABCers are doing a slow burn over a New Yorker jibe that week 


munism “because it was unable to find a single first rate writer who 
wasn't either pro-Communist or anti-Communist.” The mag concluded: 
“That ABC, after a prolonged and most diligent search, failed to un- 
cover a script writer without an opinion of some sort on Communism 


is, we suspect, the highest tribute that radio script writers will be | 


receiving this year, and we congratulate them on it.’”” ABC emphatically 
has not abandoned the project, says public affairs veepee Rebert 
Saudek. Freelancer Morton Wishengrad, who was assigned to the 
scripting job in May, now is polishing off the copy for the hour-long 
documentary. It will go on the air either Aug. 1 or 2. 





WCBS, N. Y., is riding the crest of an alltime billings and ratings 
wave. In the latest Pulse poll, for June, the Columbia key’s shows all 
but swept the daytime field, picking off eight of the Top 10 spots. 
Arthur Godfrey’s 11 a.m. Chesterfield stanza tops the list and the 
7:30-45 segment of his local ayem show is in third, following Harry 
Clark’s 8:45 a.m. news. Only non-CBS airers making the grade are 
ABC’s “My True Story” and “Breakfast Club.” 

Nielsen’s latest index for the metropolitan area, according to WCBS’ 
general manager Arthur Hull Hayes, shows the station out front 
morning, afternoon and night. Station’s steady rating climb is attrib- 
uted, at least in part, Hayes said, to the fact that WCBS controls all of 
its local shows, buying no packages on the outside. 

While he could not disclose actual figures, Hayes claimed billings 
of the CBS flagship have reached a record high. 





Listener’s correct guess Saturday (3) night that the phantom voice 
on CBS’ “Sing It Again” was Bernard Baruch’s enabled the web’s Helen 
Sioussat to disclose how she got the elder statesman, a friend of her’s, 
to wax a ditty for the stanza. 

Seems he’s something of a quiz show fan himself and so he agreed to 
it. He went to CBS’ N. Y. studios last May to make the recording, even 
taking the precaution to have his chauffeur park several blocks away 
so he wouldn’t know where Baruch was going. 

















— +f aaeneinnemmenad 
ATTENTION—VIDEO ||| Code 
t———_ Continued from page 19 
— @— 


huddle, however, the webbers re- 
portedly expressed as much con- 
cern over the code’s strictures on 
giveaway shows as they did over 
the headache of bringing existing 
contracts into line with the new 
standards of practice. The effect, 
it appears, is that the nets, which 
have been able to get truckloads 
of giveaway merchandise scot-free 
in return for plugs in doling it out, 
will have to start plunking out hard 
cash for the loot. 

For it’s unlikely that the many 
manufacturers .who’ve been soft 
touches for giveaway booty and 
only too glad to kick in as a cheap 
means of network advertising will 
contribute their products if they 
can’t get brand-name mention on 
the air. And the code states: 


High Speed 16 M.M. developing ma- 
chine. 


or reversal prints. 


Will develop negative, positive 
This machine is 
ideal for tele-transcription. This ma- 
chine is custom built of stainless steel, 
is entirely self-contained, thermostat- 
ically controlled and portable, This 
machine is available on lease, outright 
sale or combined with the services of 
an experienced technician. Address 
replies to:— 


HUGH H. GWYNNE 


15 WEST 12TH STREET 
NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 





“Any reference in a program to 
any product or service under any 
trade name, or language sufficient- 
ly descriptive to identify it should, 
except for normal guest identifica- 
tions, be considered part of and 
included in the total time allow- 
ances as herein provided.” 


The ruling eliminates a spon- 
sor’s worry over his own product’s 
identification on a giveaway 
stanza. But it also promises to hike 
his tab. At least one case is 
known in which a web was able to 
make its price on a giveaway more 
attractive when it was discovered 
that bountiful booty was obtain- 
able for the cost of telephone calls 
to the manufacturers. 














"On the Island with You" 
“This Time for Keeps" 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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The web hopes to have the argument settled in time for | 


BILL MURRAY’S SON TO 
STUDY VOICE IN ITALY 


William Murray, son of Bill Mur- 
ray, head of the William Morris 
agency’s radio-television depart- 
ment, sails Friday (9) on a Greek 
freighter to study- voice for a 


‘couple of years abroad. Young 


Murray (who refuses to use “Jr.” 
in his name) has schooled abroad 
until interrupted by the war. -He 





From The Production Centers 


' Continued from page 20 = — 


West Point cadet... Eddie Freckman, formerly with Wade Advertising, 
has joined WBBM’s production staff. 
Vaughn Monroe originates his CBS airer from here July 12 and 19 
.. Radio department of Morris F. Swaney shifts to N.Y. in mid-month 
...Rex Allen, of the WLS Barn Dance, epening a disk shop in the 

















| Loop... :“Harvest of Stars” emanates from the Civic Opera House July 


| 20s 


is 22 and has grand opera aspira- | 


tions. His mother is Italian, and 


the boy is well versed in several | 


languages, conversationally as well 


2 - ‘as for libretto purposes. 
that the web had abandoned plans for airing a documentary on Com- | 


| 
| 





The Greek freighter, the Hel- 
lenic Wave, takes 16 days to 
Genoa, its first stop. Only 12 pas- 
sengers are accommodated. 





Roy Peterson, 55, Fatally 


Stricken in Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, July 6. 

Roy Peterson, 55, assistant mu- 
sical director and staff arranger of 
WTM)J here, died of a heart attack 
June 25 at his home. Peterson, 
who had been ill for two weeks, 
was on the staff of the station for 
20 years. 

Among his other duties he wrote 
originals for the “Grenadiers” pro- 
gram and for i6 years was a trom- 
bonist in the ‘Grenadiers’ ”’ band. 
Before coming into radio Peterson 
played in vaude theatre pits. 


| Mutual 
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daytime coverage, based on “‘listen- 
ability,” to be 29,337,940 radio 
families, or 86.3° of the total. 
Also, for the first time, the net dis- 
closes its nighttime claim—28,600,- 
000, or 84.1% of the families. Other 
networks’ nighttime figures aren’t 
given. The net states that the day- 
time total is “Grade I as of May, 
1948, and the night the Ground- 
and-Skywave figure as of March, 
1948.” 


The daytime figure, therefore, 


has been revised upward, incor- 
porating station additions and 
power gains. Last fall when 


Mutual unveiled “listenability,” its 
totals were 28,398,000 without dual 
affiliates, and 29,089,000 with duals 
included. At that time, the other 
nets were rated as follows: NBC, 
29,275,000; CBS, 28,688,000, and 
ABC, 28,412,000. 

Since none of the other nets has 
expanded in recent months at the 
rate Mutual has, the conclusion ap- 
pears to be that, by its own meas- 
urement standards, MBS is the No. 
1 web. 

The net isn’t, however, in any 
apparent hurry to unwrap the 
nighttime “listenability”’ story in 
full. Feeling is that it would be 


“selling everybody down the river” |f 


to rush out with totals based on 
the 1946 BMB estimates. At the 
same time, it’s felt that summer- 
time is a poor time to get a good 
audience for the Big Story. So the 
web will wait for county-by-county 
breakdowns of the new °48 esti- 
mates and set the Nighttime List- 
enability debut for the fall. 











Durr 
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ing, sparked particularly by Fly, 
who saw his influence on broad- 
casting as something which won't 
be erased for decades to come and 
who conceded that, more than any 
man before him, Durr breathed a 
life and consciousness into the 
radio industry. 

The luncheon was arranged by 
the radio committee of the Civil 
Liberties Union, with Thomas 
Carskadan and Morris Novik, of 
the CLU, and Charles R. Denny, 
exec veepee of NBC and former 
FCC chairman, joining in the 
tributes. 


FCC in Statement of Praise 
Washington, July 6. 

Retiring FCC Clifford Durr was 
praised by fellow Commissioners 
last week in a statement that read 
in part: “He wholeheartedly de- 
voted himself to the task of giving 
substance and meaning to the 
statutory standard of the public 
interest under which the Commis- 
sion administers the field of radio 
broadcasting.” : 

Chairman Cay had the statement 
adopted -into the records of the 
final meeting Durr attended, last 
Wednesday (30). Durr has been 
with the Commission since 1941. 





“| Miss Frieda Hennock has replaced 


him on the FCC. 
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“Freedom Is Everybody's Business,” new marching song penned 
by web musician Tommy Filas; has been accepted as official anthem 
of the American Heritage Foundation ....NBC installing an emergency 
lighting system of battery-operated lanterns in its Merchandise Mart 
studios... Gil McClelland (Mutual), Bob White (ABC), and Betty Ross 
(NBC) will lecture at the Creighton Univ. Radio Institute in Omaha 
Friday (9)... . Film of Illinois Gov. Green delivering the GOP keynoter 
was telecast by WBKB before the guv gave his live version in Philly 

Jacque Jarco is the newest addition to Maraleita Dutton’s stable of 
radio flacks Cruising Crooner Jack Owens and his 13-year-old 
daughter Mary Anne blend voices in a disking of “Won't You Be My 
Darlin’?” that hits music counters next week....Motorola’s sale& for 
the six months ending May 29 totaled $26,000,000, with net profits of 
$1,550,768 Six German broadeasters from the French, British and 
American zones here to attend the NBC-Northwestern University Sum- 
mer Radio Institute. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


NAB prexy Justin Miller appointed to finance committee of Commit- 
tee to Inquire into murder of George Polk. NAB has voted $1,000 to 
fund.... Bill Herson, WRC morning man, off for three weeks’ vacation 
at Delaware Water Gap. Holly Wright and John Batchelder filling in 
on Herson chores, latter takirig his video-stint....Senator Joseph C. 
O'Mahoney, considered a leading candidate for Democratic vice-presi- 
dential spot, on WTTG television show yesterday (6)....Edgar Camp 
has joined WNBW, the NBC video outlet here, as art director. He 
formerly did sets for summer theatre groups....Also added to pro- 
duction staff is Charles Christenson, who comes from WBAL-TV, Balti- 
more. He is scripting Johnny Bradford’s “NBC Television Journal”... .. 
Foreign Affairs Editor Felix Morley, of Sunoco 3-Star Extra, vacation- 
ing, with Ray Henle and Ned Brooks taking over the Morley work on 
the air and filling in on occasion with guests from the Embassies in 
Washington ...Benjamin B. Wolf, in charge of the FCC Grand Island 
Monitoring Station for the past 18 years, retired last week. 
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Turnover 
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Daniel Tuthill, John McKay, 
Frances Rockefeller King. 

CBS: Edward Klauber, Paul W. 
Kesten, Douglas Coulter, Mefford 
Runyon, Paul White, Gilbert 
Seldes, Lou Ruppell, Joseph Bur- : 
gess, Stanley McAllister, Leonard i} 

Erikson, A. D. (Jess) Willard, y G 

a A meme Fyne Barton, eee «= “Cowboy Hymns,” by 
tf) assman, y Le : ; 

Peanet, leonard d Hole." William aay ries de s3, “ah 
Forbes, Sterling Fisher, Albert R. is the first album of its 
Perkins, John C. Turner, A. N. 





Y Bee. 


! kind! This exciting new al- 


Steele, Charles Vanda, Herbert 
Polesie, Jerome Sill, Herschel bum by Bibletone features six 
Williams, J. G. Gude, Chester 


outstanding cowboy hyma 
selections. 


Renier, Hiram Motherwell, Earle 
McGill, Larry Puck, Robert J. 
Landry, Frances Wilder, Ernest 
Martin, John Becker, Howard G. 
Barnes, Richard Sanville, Paul La- 
Porte, Carl Beier, John Mosman, 
Halsey V. Barrett, Dave Fredericks, 
Paul Hollister, Nick Keesely 
James Hart. 


Continued from page 21 


Just one more accomplish- 
ment of The Texas Rangers, 
America’s largest and finest 
group, playing and singing 
Western tunes! They've built 
a national reputation that can 








be put to work for your client, 
through their top quality tran- 
scribed tunes. It’s appropriate 
that The Texas Rangers music 
is transcribed vertically for 
high fidelity. America’s only 
vertical cut transcriptions of 
Western music. You'll find 
them ideal for either FM or 
AM. They are priced right for 
your market, and your station. 


1941. Switch to duplication sup- 
posedly was. based on a listener 
survey, but ole debbil budget cast 
a heavy vote in the poll. Contra- 
dicting rumors of her shift to 
WGN-TV, Marion Claire continues 
as WGNB director. 
_ Ted Mills meanwhile has re- 
signed as program coordinator of 
WGN-TV and Buck Gunn is sim- 
ilarly out as WGN’s program di- 
rector. Both resignations report- 
edly were brought about by man- 
agement policies that reduced pro- 
gramming to rubber-stamp chores. 
Jay Faraghan is doubling as 
traffic manager and acting program 
manager of. WGN-TV. Walter 
Preston, WGN’s commercial man- 
ager is said to be set as Gunn’s 
successor. Mills is in line for a 
top post at WNAQ, NBC video ven- 
ture that bows here in fall. 


Wire, Write or Phone 
for Complete Details , 





Buffalo—Randolph Swift, form- 
erly an account exec with the Moss 
Chase Agency, Buffalo, has joined 
Pe sales staff of WBEN and WBEN- 





Radio Production and Talent Agency 


— © —« 


We have excellent opportunities in New York office for 
executive with experience in talent and program sales. 
All inquiries will be kept confidential. WRITE BOX J-77, 
DAILY VARIETY, Hollywood, California. 
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tions from other government of- 
fices have been borrowed for the 
occasion. 

The organization of the confab 
has been taken care of by the Ar- 
gentine Assn. of Broadcasters, 
whose prexy is currently Jaime 
Yankelevich, of the Belgrano net- 
work. However, all arrangements 
have been made by Ramon Mayo, 
a government official, 


phone Service, and for many years 


an official of the Posts. and Tele- | 


communications Administration. 
The confab was inaugurated of- 
ficially June 30, with President and 
Senora de Peron attending. Peron 
delivered a speech lauding free- 


dom of expression on the air. Both | 


President and Senora Peron were 
presented with costly gifts (pre- 
sumably proffered by the Argen- 
tine Association of Broadcasters) 
at the opening session; he, with an 


18-carat gold microphone, she, with | 


the Argentine colors in sapphire 
and diamonds. Evidently the Sen- 


ora, once a radio actress, is less | 


enthusiastic about broadcasting 
matters than she was formerly, as 
she arrived when the session was 
well on its way, collected her gift 
and departed without troubling to 
meet any of the foreign delega- 
tions. 

The gabfest was so much under 


official control that the opening | 
session was devoted to speeches by | 


the chairman of the Argentine 


Broadcasters’ Assn. and the pres- | 


ident, but when Balerio Sicco, 
chairman of the Inter-American 
Assn. of Broadcasters, rose to re- 
ply on behalf of the foreign dele- 
gations, he was balked by Mayo, as 
secretary general of the confab, 
who called for adjournment. This 
considerably burned up the Uru- 
guayan delegation (of which Sicco 
forms a part) as the Inter-Ameri- 
ean Assn, was created by the Uru- 
guayans’ initiative. 

The following day the confab 


was expected to get down to work, | 


but found the greater part of the 


onference 


Continued from page 21 


secretary | 
general of the nationalized Tele- 


| 
| 








day was taken up by the presen- 


| gates attending. Once these amen- 
/itles were over, the parley was 


|able jo get under way, although | 


there were further delays while 
the delegates tried to get the hang 
of the loudspeaker system which 
enables them to hear the various 
speeches translated into English, or 
Portuguese, or Spanish, as the case 
|may be. In the case of the Eng- 
lish translations, these are ex- 
tremely disjointed and garbled. 
The first sign of fireworks was 
when Roman Bonachea, for Cuba. 
objected to the appointment of 
Mayo as general secretary of the 


confab, arguing that the latter has | 
ho connection with private broad- | 


| Casting interests, which are sup- 
posed to be represented at the con- 
ference, and that as a government 
official Dr. Mayo should have no 
part in the direction of the debates. 
These objections were overruled, 
despite the protests of the Uru 
guayan delegation. Gilmore Nunn 
of the U. S. NAB was uanimously 
elected vice-chairman of the meet- 
ing. 

So far the confab has found dif- 
ficulty in getting down to work, as 
it must constantly attend official 
receptions, cocktail parties and 
| banquets. The first of these junkets 
| Was a reception at the Government 
| House, followed by a luncheon at 
the Alvear Palace hotel. This, in 
turn, was followed by a cocktail 
party given by Oscar Nicolini, pres- 


and Telecommunications (Argen- 
tina’s radio czar). Later the dele- 
| gates adjourned to Radio El Mun- 


other “wine of honor,” following 
presentation of a _ special radio 
broadcast with native folksongs 
| and dances. 





Judy Gaylor to Jaffe Agcy. 

Judy Gaylor has joined the Sam 
Jaffe agency as assistant to Lucy 
Kroll, head of the New York office. 
She concentrates on radio. 





the “Ford Theatre” last season. 


SD | 


ent administrator general of Posts | 


Paley 0.0.’s Coast Shows 


: Hollywood, July 6. 
William S. Paley, CBS board 
‘chairman, arrived over the week- 


| 
| 


remain several weeks. 

Instead of returning east this 
month to move his family here, 
|Harry Ackerman, CBS production 
chief in Hollywood, will remain 
here indefinitely. He continues as 
a member of the network program 
board. 





| . ; ; 
tation of costly gifts to all the dele. end for the start of four network | 


iu! 
| summer shows from here. He will | 








‘Studio One’ 


'———_ Continued from page 19 =e 


Ford stanza, CBS is reportedly 
figuring on folding its full-hour 











has directed since its start two 
seasons ago. but which never ac- 
quired a sponsor. 
be that the switch of Markel to 
another show would provide the 
opportunity to jettison “Studio 
|One” without undue formality. 
Both Erickson and William Chal- 
mers, executive on the Ford ac- 


‘count, vehemently deny any sug- | 


gestion that “Ford Theatre” is 
about to become a 
“Studio One.” But others in the 
agency argue that if the show is 
produced by CBS staff members, 
with the former “Studio One” di- 
‘rector in charge, the distinction 
| between the two 60-minute pro- 
grams may -be largely nominal. 
From indications, the sponsor will 
give the final word on the produc- 
| tion setup in the next day cr so. 
| Apparently not only the production 


ithe continuation of “Studio One 
|is in the balance. 





Boston—In recognition of its 
successful presentation of adult 
‘education courses over Hub sta- 
‘tions, the American College Pu 
lic Relations Assn. 
Annual Award for Distinguished 


| Service in Interpretation of Higher 


' of Boston. 


“Studio One” program, which he | 


The idea would | 


sponsored | 


Radio Denied Right to Edit Libel 
In Political B’casts in FCC Rule 


Washington, July 6. 
Federal 


ruling that a broadcaster can’t 
censor the contents of a political 
broadcast, and isn’t liable for 
damages because of the content. 
Only minor revisions over_ the 
original statement were incorpo- 
rated in the decision. FCC 
said Congress tied the hands of 
the broadcaster in the Radio Act. 
The ruling on liability was not as 
definite as in the original state- 
ment. Libel laws under federal 
jurisdiction only were included in 
the text. 

The speaker is “completely li- 


able for the contents of his re- | 


| marks,” FCC said. 

It was pointed out that under 
the law a station may refuse to 
carry any political broadcast. for 
any given office in any election. 
Once the outlet is committed to 
political broadcasts, however, it 
may act only to prevent use of 
“obscene, indecent or profane lan- 
| guage.” 

When the proposed decision was 
|issued, the National Assn. of 


|So did many individual station 
|owners. Since that time a footnote 
| has appeared in the NAB code on 
| political broadcasts. All the NAB 
|code requires is that announce- 
iment be made of the fact that it 
lis a political broadcast. However, 
‘the new footnote reads: “Because 
|of the present confusion concern- 
|ing the laws with respect to politi- 
cal broadcasting, broadcasters are 


do, where they were treated to an-| personnel of “Ford Theatre,” but advised to consult their lawyers in 


‘all cases where they have the least 
{doubt as to the proper method of 
| handling.” NAB has made no com- 
/ment since release of the final 
| decision. 

The decision was‘in connection 


Communications Com-, 
mission last week issued a final 


Broadcasters vigorously protested. | 


future broadcast was then exam- 
ined and the station canceled all 
broadcasts in that election. 

The Commission found the ac- 


‘tion was censorship, but since the 


rule had never been clarified and 
the station did not act in wilful 
disregard of the Act, FCC decided, 
it was renewed on the air. 

The five FCC members acting in 
the case were unanimous for li- 
cense renewal, but differed on the 
broad policy. Commissioners Paul 
A. Walker and Edward M. Webster 
didn’t take part. 


Prep ‘Mrs. America’ For 
Radio or TV Day Strip 


Daytime ceross-the-board show, 
for either radio or television, or 
both, built around “Mrs. America,” 
is being prepped jointly by Roger 
White Productions and Leonard 
Traube Associajgs under a deai 
with Mrs. America, Inc.. giving the 
two outfits five-year air rights to 
the title and each year’s titlehold- 
er. Mrs. America, Inc., is headed 
by Bert Nevins, of Bert Nevins, 
Inc., originators of the beauty- 
housewife contest. 

White-Traube show, tentatively 
tilled “Meet Mrs. America,” is 
currently in the process of being 
iscripted by two writers and will be 





|set for marketing following the 


1948 “Mrs. America” contest at As- 
bury Park, N. J., Sept. 12: 


Olga Druce Into Hosp, 





+ Then to London Confab 


Olga Druce, 


producer of the 
|General Foods “House of Mystery” 
|show on Mutual, entered Lenox 
| Hill hospital, N. Y., this week for 
major surgery. 

| She’s scheduled to leave for 


| with the renewal of the license of |London next month to attend the 


resented its | WHLS, Port Huron, Mich., which 


| has been operating on temporary 


|International Congress on Mental 
| Hygiene, where she'll participate 


| authority since 1945. One broad-|in a public educational panel. 


| Education to the Lowell Institute | cast before a city election caused ¥ i 
She was production assistant on | Cooperative Broadcasting Council | complaints that its content was | “Mystery 


While in London, she'll record.two 
shows, using British 


objectionable. Script of a proposed talent. 
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they won em 
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they have em 
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IT ISN'T OFTEN that you can nab award-winning programs 

for your clients at prices so, so low. Here are three WOR shows 
that just copped laurels in ‘‘The Billboard’s First Annual 

Local Program Competition”. They’re for sale. Fast. 


NEWS ON THE HUMAN SIDE, 6 PM weekdays 


Says Billboard: “its all-around excellence is abetted by the use 


of wire-recorded interviews on newsworthy subjects with 


authorities in different fields.” 


ROBERT S. ALLEN, 7:45 PM Sundays 


Says Billboard about Allen’s Washington news and 


commentaries: “vibrant style—courageous—names names.” 


THE FIVE MYSTERIES, 2:00 PM Sundays 


Says Billboard about this unique quiz: “interesting idea- 


clever use of waxed material in building*a program.” 








You know how everybody likes to latch on to the winne: . 
Better get your bid in early. Call LOngacre 4-8000. 


WOR 


~ heard by the most people 
where the most people are 
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‘OL. STOOPNAGLE’S STGOP 

ith F. Chase Taylor, Dave Bal- 

lard, Richard Collier, Gregg 

Mason, Eda Heinemann 
Producer-writer: Arthur Moore 
Director: Charles Poiacheck 
30 Mins., Wed., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 

There’s the makings of a charm- 
ing and entertaining video person- | 
ality in F. Chase Taylor's Col. 
Stoopnagle character, put the ma- 
terial that Arthur Moore strung | 
together for the teeoff of this se- | 
ries last Wednesday (30) didn’t do | 
much to advance the possibility. | 
If there was anything that the | 
event did indicate was that the task | 
of the comedy writer in television | 
is manifoldly tougher than for | 
radio. 

Moore had apparently proceeded | 
from the premise that all a show | 





EXPLORING THE UN 
With George Russell, emcee; Wil- 
son R. Constant, Marta Almeida, 


Delora Bueno, Roberto Galeno, | . 
| Sustaining 


Charles Perry Weimer, Fernando 
Alvares Orch, guests 
Producer: George Russell 
Director: Cledge Roberts 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPIX, N. Y. 
Behind the imposing and serious 
title of “Exploring the UN,” 
WPIX is staging a light variety 
program in a neat but conventional 
format. Designed to give a glimpse 
into the culture of the various 
countries comprising the United 
Nations, this show 
foreign guest performers and 
travelog film clips as background 
material. There’s not a wisp of 
politics and the cultural facets be- 


ing presented are strictly on the | 


popular side. 





| 
' 


| 


is featuring | 


TELEPIX NEWSREEL 

With WPIX announcing staff 
Editor-writer: Joe Johnston 
10 Mins.; Daily, 7:30 p.m. 


WPIX, N. Y. 

Tremendous newsreel advantage 
held by WPIX because of the 
news-gathering facilities_of its par- 
ent N. Y. Daily News is already 
evidenced by the station's daily 
10-minute newsreel. _ Station has 
two airplanes at its disposal which 
can bring filmed news of any event 
within a reasonable area for trans- 
mission the same day. This feat, 
accomplished only sporadically by 
other N. Y. video outlets, has be- 
come such a commonplace occur- 


‘ence on WPIX that the station 


‘ 
| 


doesn’t even bother to brag about 
it anymore. 


Newsreel format follows basic-| 0! aud 10 
Show, however, has | a}ly the same news format as that | tation in network television. 


with Stoopnagle needed was an ex- | a~ serious-minded tieup with the | incorporated in the Daily News. 


hibition of his inventions and a | 
procession of stooges te jein the! 
star in zany stures and dis- | 
jointed dialog. 


American Overseas 
Nations Appeal for Children. 
On the preem stanza (30), Brazil 


Aid - United ! Following a roundup of the day’s | Quizzer’s format was in no way 


‘events on the national and inter- | adapted for video. 


{ 


lot upon which these bits could | native artists who sang and hoofed. ‘rial for which the newspaper has 
hung on, the show had a pup-| The offerings were akin to the lay- | won its fame. On the night caught 
outs in the top Broadway niteries | (3), for example, the ree! included 


pet-like air about it. Everybody 
and everything seemed to be grop- 
ing along, minus form, rhyme or 
direction. fr 

On paper the fo?mat of “Stoop 
must have looked promising. The 
idea, basically, was to have Stoop- 
nagle, lounging on the front porch 
of an old frame house, exchange 
small talk with neighborhood char- 
acters and guests. That’s just 
about what happened on the first 
installment, and with that failing 
to give off sparks of promise, it’s 
hard to imagine what the show 
will do for an encore. It could 
drop that paper format and con- 
vert itself into a charade quiz. _ 

Taylor himself turned out quite 
adept at transforming his standard 
radio character into a likeable and 
amusing video personality. Pro- 
jected was a good-natured, slow- 
moving fellow, somewhat on the 
dim-witted side. He was consist- 
ently at ease before the cameras 
and his timing was pretty snug, 
considering the material he had to 
work with once he passed from 
talking about his commercials. He 
might, with benefit to himself, 
eliminate the Spoonerism routine. 
It missed fire all the way. 

Among the characters that 
popped in and out of the image 
were an insurance agent, a letter- 
carrier, and a spinsterish dame, the 
last dragged in to serve as a 
bouncingboard for the spooner- 
isms. The fadeout gag was strictly 
from hunger and a dud. Angered 
by the output of a diskjockey sup- 

sedly in an- adjoining studio, 

toopnagle lets go with a flower- 
pot. There’s a crash of splintering 
glass and the next moment a huge 
hulk of a guy approaches Stoop- 
nagle menacingly and plops the 
contents of the pot on his noggin. 
The tableau was reminiscent of the 
early flicker days, but the reaction 
p uced was not one of nostalgia 

ut rather of headshaking sym- 
pathy for the two victims. Odec. 


RUBE GOLDBERG’S PICTURE 

CHARADE 
With Peter Allen, announcer; 

Betty Wragge, prize girl 
30 Mins., Tues., 8 p.m. 

WPIX, New York 

The outlook for this one doesn’t 
appear to be bright. Rube Gold- 
berg is undebatably one of car- 
toondom’s most ed prac- 
titioners, but he doesn’t shape up 
as an adept video entertainer. 
Goldberg can’t make with the 
words as fascinatingly as he does 
with the charcoal. e result is a 
draggy and almost consistently 
dull half hour. 

Format of this drawing game is 
simplicity itself. Viewers are paid 
off with merchandise for picture 
charade used and collect an addi- 
tional prize submission 
stumps the guests. Latter are al- 
lowed two minutes to identify the 
subject of the sketches, with Gold- 
berg giving the clue at the half- 
way mark. Goeldberg’s four guests 
on the unveiling show (29) had a 
eee rough time of it, tagging 
yut two out of the seven pictures. 
Group comprised Barney Art 
Mooney, Lisa Kirk, from “Alle- 
gro,” and Candy Jones, a sty 

ec. 


D. C.’s 13,750 Sets 


Washington, July 6. 

About 13,750 television sets are 
currently and operating 
in the Washington metropolitan 
area, according to a survey by the 
Washington. Television Circulation 
Committee which represents the 
three operating stations in the 
area. ins 

Committee is composed of Sam 
Cooke Digges, WMAL-TV; Gordon 
Williamson, WTTG; and James 
Seiler, WNBW. Monthly estimates. 
are made on the number of sets 





H pee a reer material for use 
a “advertising departments. 


featuring Latin talent. 


Chanteuse | such timely events as a Swedish 


Delora Bueno and baritone Roberto | ship floundering off the coast of 


Galeno delivered two effective 


Delaware (which happened that 


numbers apiece while Wilson R. morning) and a Brooklyn mother 


Constant and Marta 


Almeida | who gave birth to triplets. . Just 


dished out the rhumba-samba terp-| as in the newspaper, the WPIX 


ing. Aided by films, 
Charles Perry Weimer gave a brief 
and interesting description of his 
trek into the Brazilian interior. 
Emcee chores were handled in a 
casually pleasant manner by 
George Russell. Fernando Alvares 
orch (direct from the Copacabana, 
N. Y.) provided solid musical back- 
grounds. Production oversight, 
however, failed to turn down the 
orch’s volume during Weimer’s 
lecture and almost drowned him 
out. Herm. 





TEEN CANTEEN 
With Kathi Norris, Danny Webb 
Director: Ed Stasheff 
Writer: Kathi Norris 
25 Mins.; Tues., 7:05 p.m. 
WPIX, New York 
Shooting for the teenage “set. 


this uneven variety show with plot | 


Cleve. Promoter Comes 


can keep the kids happy and be 
stay-at-home stuff with the grown- 
ups if scripter Kathi Norris can 
give the show a Henry Aldrich 


ypo. 

With teenage actors fdr back- 
ground drama and story continuity 
and teenster guestars drawn from 
the over 100 teen canteens in the 
N. Y. metropolitan area, show 
should be lively talent entertain- 
ment if it is made sharper in the 
scripting. Scripting is the main 
drawback, but this may improve as 
the series sails are set. 

Miss Norris, who experimented 
with this package at WRGB, 
Schenectady, is an old hand at teen 
shows. Almost a teen herself and 
a most appetizing telegenic dish, 
she is a consultant for those inter- 
ested in developing canteens in the 
N. Y. area. 

_Danny Webb can be solid with 
his imitations, but his attempts at 
dry humor fall flatter than a truant 
officer’s arches. His stuff gets a 
rise from the kiddies up to 12 but 
teensters are wiser than he thinks. 
On session caught he was juvenile 
enough but didn’t ring the old 
school bell. 

Teensters’ general chatter was 
only pseudo-groovy, lacking the 
real punch and ingenue of top teen 
scripting. Dance insert by one of 
the teensters, Rita Bonavoglia, 
came off well after a smooth intro 
from the script. 

Disk background of top tunes 
made good dance music and 
bridges. Sets, make up, and light- 
ing were good, while camera shots 
got boring. Very little variety of 
ae oo .~ few closeups with 

no lying ve a stiff 
effect to the show. Feet that Miss 
Norris and the kids didn’t play to 
the camera at first made things 
even worse for the camera men. 
Direction was fine in a few spots 
but uneven throughout. Show is 
a natural for a soft drink sponsor. 


With a little pump-priming ji 
come out tops. P-p ng it can 


20th Preps St. L. Bid 


Washington, July 6. 

_20th-Fox will file soon for a tele- 
vision channel at St. Louis. 
According to the film company 
construction costs will be $850,000. 
Recently it formed a new corpora- 
tion, 20th Century Fox of Missouri, 
and filed for Kansas City. It is as- 
sumed same corporation will fil 
for St. Louis. Bei 

If the FCC grants all its tele re- 
quests the company would have its 
full complement of five stations. 

20th construction costs are esti- 
mated at: Boston $1,017,308, San 
Francisco $1,090,636, Seattle $750,- 
000, and Kansas City $850,000. 
The total including St. Louis is 
$4,557 ,944.11. 








explorer | cameras went right into the hos- 


pital to interview the mother in 
her bed. 

Commentary is handled by the 
WPIX announcing staff on a ro- 
tating basis with Guy LeBow do- 
ing the narration capably on the 
show reviewed. Writer-editor Joe 
Johnston did a good job on the 
scripting but the editing left much 
to be desired. There were too 
many blank spots on the screen 
between _ stories. Music __ back- 
ground, too, could have been bet- 
ter selected. If WPIX could 
handle sound-on-film, in fact, and 
use only natural sound effects for 
background, as is dene by the Fox 
Movietone-Camel Newsreel, its ef- 
forts would approach —* 

tal. 





To Grips With TV; ‘307, 
Hike or No Wrestling’ 


Cleveland, July 6. 

Television and wrestling popped 
a rhubarb here when Promoter 
Jack Ganson told WEWS no more 
TV shows unless his fee was upped 
to offset a 30% cut in attendance 
receipts. 

According to Ganson, increase in 
number of video sets, particularly 
in taverns and in the outlying 
areas, has reflected in a sharp fall 
im the number of season-reserva- 
tion patrons; patrons, according to 
Ganson who “come to wrestling 
matches because it is their hobby.” 

Station officials have countered 
with statistics showing decline is 
way below Ganson figure, and that 
the heave-ho gate has been hit by 
series of other top athletic events 
falling on the same night as the 
grunt card. 

Ganson declares he’s willing to 
go ahead again with television if a 
guarantee of $900 is given to him 
for approximately 450 tickets, with 
WEWS or taverns footing the bill 
and passing out tickets via “Annie 
Oakley” route. Tavern keepers 
now reported polling their mem- 
bership to determine whether they 
are willing to stand the ducat 
freight. 


. 





WEWS, DUMONT TALK DEAL 


Cleveland, July 5. 
James C. Hanrahan, Scripps- 
Howard Radio v.p., is discussing an 
affiliation deal with the DuMont 
Network for WEWS. 


The association would start off. 
ion the basis of S-H’s local tele 


outlet taking DuMont telescribed 
programs. 





John Reed King 
VIEWS 
** Audience 
Participation Through 
the Looking Glass”’ 


in relation to the video field 


* *® ® 
an editorial feature in 
3d Annual Special 


RADIO-TELEVISION 
EDITION 
of 


VARIETY 
out this month 











WINNER TAKE ALL 

With Bud Collyer, Quizmaster 
Producer: Gil Fates 

Director: Roland Gillett 

20 Mins., Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining ~ 

/CBS, from New York 

| it might turn out a boon for tele- 
| vision if a few more shows like this 
were brought over from radio. 
|The reaction from televiewers 
/ would in all probability be such as 
to discourage the intrenchment of 
ithe quiz giveaway in the newer 
| medium. “Winner Take All, 
‘which does co-op duty across the 
‘board on CBS-AM, gave video fans 
(a glimpse of its doings last Friday 
inight (1) and what they encount- 
l ered wasn’t conducive either to es- 


\tablishing this as a “must” weekly 





of audience participation presen- 


| Qutside of a special decor, the 


The result was 


‘national scene, the reel then turns|#n almost consistently static tab- 
ithout a story or| was represented by a roster of | its attention to the feature mate-| leau. 


About the only time there 
|'was any movement was when a 
| model came trotting out to exhibit 
\the winner’s prize. Another excep- 
ition, and a very brief one at that, 
'was a snatch of sambaing by a 
|young couple. If the camera had 
|latehed on to the blonde member 
‘of that dancing team for a few 
| more shots, the viewers might have 
| appreciated this as some compen- 
i sation for the dull proceedings. 
The cameras found themselves 
pretty well frozen to width of five 
or six feet, within which space 
were encamped the quizmaster, 
Bud Collyer, and two contestants. 
Collyer, never budging from the 
stance he took behind his manu- 
script rack from the outset, plied 
his questions and _ interpolated 
comment at a pace that suggesied 
that he had a train to catch, or an- 
other broadcast awaiting him in a 
distant studio. What added to the 
staticism of the occasion was the 
fact that one of the two contest- 
ants was always the same n, 
a young fellow from Nebraska, 
who, as it happened, nobody was 
able to best. Watching him hold- 
ing the fort became somewhat of 
a bore after the second round. 
Mixed in with the oral queries 
were several of the illustrated 
kind. Even that didn’t-perk up the 
interest. Neither did the flashing 
on of lights as part of the game 
catalog the program as a specially 
apt entry for the video swee 
stakes. Odec. 





TRY AND DO IT 

With Jack Bright, m.c., Thomas 
Lender Jones, musical director 

Director: Herb Leder 

30 Mins., Sun., 8:30 p.m. 

MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 

NBC, from New York 


(Benton & Bowles) 

Only thing that distinguishes 
“Try and Do It” from other stunt 
participation programs is the pres- 
ence of perhaps the talkiest m.c. 
in the business. Jack Bright, who 
fills that role here, catapulted him- 


self into last weekend’s debut (4) 
as though he had dedicated himself 
to breaking the electronic talk rec- 
ord, and there was no letup from 
his yappey - de - yapping excepting 
for the minute taken for the in- 
sertion of a filmed blurb. 

“Try” wouldn't rate above grade 
C in its particular class even with 
a more gracious and ingratiating 
m.c. The stunts on the opening in- 
staliment were not only intrinsi- 
cally unfunny but they were car- 
ried off with an almost consistent 
lack of ease and professional tim- 
ing. The gags included such re- 
sourceful bits as having a woman 
putting on a bowtie for a male con- 
testant and a guy exchanging shoes 
and socks from one foot to the 
other within the space of a minute. 
Included in the repertoire was the 
routine in which several men 
grouped in a ring put on their 
neighbor's hat at given signals, the 
old melon gag involving a wife and 
|her baldheaded husband and the 
whistling-through-crackers thing. 

While the event didn’t have 
much in mirth-building, it gave the 
fullest latitude to that something 
which is close to the average ad- 
vertiser’s heart, frequent mention 
and display of his product. The 
payoff of prizes were in merchan- 
dise plus a can of Maxwell House 
Coffee and the distribution of both 
takes place at a booth over which 
the product name is prominently 
displayed. In product identifica- 
ban at least, “Try” should score 


igh. 

Setting for the game- laying i 
a picnic grovnds, with the music 
furnished by a well-sounding group 
stationed in a village bandstand. It 
perhaps would be to the profit of 
the show if more time were ac- 
corded to the band. The relief from 
the constant din set up by the m.c. 
might be very .auch appreciated, 
and also add some color to the 
intended picnic grounds at- 
mosphere. Odec. 





stopoff or to advancing the “art” | 





TUNE DETECTIVE 
With Sigmund Spaeth 
Director: Sherling Oliver 
20 Mins., Sat., 7:40 p.m, 
Sustaining 

WPIX, N. Y. 

Here’s an excellent example of 
how television programming costs 
ean be reduced to the lowest pos- 
sible minimum and still result in 
good entertainment for viewers. 
By simply putting Sigmund Spaeth 
and a piano in front of the cam- 
eras and letting Spaeth ramble in 
his own style about the origin of 
well-known melodies, WPIX has 
come up with a neat little package 
that should be a natural for sev- 
eral categories of prospective 
bankrollers. 

W.k. music authority and author 
of several books on the subject, 
Spaeth follows basically the same 
format he established in the series 
of film shorts he made several 
years ago. On the show caught 
(3), he took top hits of the current 
season, tracing their basic melodic 
pattern as far back as bird-calis 
in the Garden of Eden and then 
pointing out how the same pattern 
was incorporated, with minor 
variations, in other classical and 
popular tunes up to the present. 
Although it probably wasn’t 
cricket, Spaeth identified the mys- 
tery tune on the “Stop the Music” 
radio show the previous week. 
Tune was identified the following 
night by a N. Y. listener, who 
might or might not have sat in on 
the WPIX show. 


Spaeth demonstrated a pleasant 
personality and maintained viewer 
interest constantly during the 20- 
minute running time with his in- 
teresting script. Because of its 
simplicity, the show is_ basically 
an easy one to produce but WPIX 
director Sherling Oliver dressed it 
considerably with various trick 
camera effects. At several points, 
in fact, there was no apparent rea- 
son for the trick shots and they 
only served to distract from the 
proceedings. Stal. 


EDGAR’S TEEN-AGE CHARM 
SCHOOL 

Director: Dick Rose 

25 Mins.; Thurs., 7:05 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WPIX, N. Y. 


This show should curry favor 
with adojescent gals—but hardly 
anybody else. As such, it’s un- 
doubtedly spotted badly since 7 
p.m. is usually post-supper family 
time. Aside from this unavoid- 
able (at this stage) programming 
error, this show does a competent 
job within its narrow framework 
of objectives. It'll undoubtedly 
get the kids to primp and polish 
up on their lipstick and eyebrow 
pencil technique. 

Edgar, acting as the muse of 
social grace and painted beauty, 
performs the cosmetic magic with 
skill and considerable charm. 
Using about a half-dozen subjects 
in each session, he transforms 
ugly ducklings into glittering prin- 
cesses by the flick of his comb. It 
comes as a disappointment at the 
end to discover that in one case he 
switched gals via a camera trick 
right in the middle of a demonstra- 
tion. It was a damaging stunt. 
However. Edgar does have a lot of 
coiffures on the ball. Herm. 


U. OF MINN. YIELDS ON 
KSTP GRID TELECASTS 


Minneapolis, July 6. 

KSTP will televise Univ. of 
Minnesota football games this fall, 
Stanley Hubbard, station president 
and general manager, says. Deal 
will be completed when KSTP sub- 
mits a satisfactory sponsor, accord- 
ing to Hubbard. 





Univ. of Minnesota athletic de-' 


partment had been hesitant about 
having the games televised, partic- 
ularly the earlier and less impor- 
tant ones that may not be sellouts 
if the weather is bad. It finally 
gave Hubbard the green light, how- 
ever, he says. 

KSTP is also televising Minne- 
apolis American Assn. baseball 
games, but has not been able to do 
business with the Minneapolis and 
St. Paul wrestling and i 
clubs. 





Femme’s Play-by-Play 

Femme will do the play-by-play 
for WPIX’s live pickup of a girls’ 
softball game from Cedarhurst Sta- 
dium, Long Island, Saturday (10) 
at 9:06 p.m. Producer Ray Barrett 
picked radio actress-writer Jane 
Martin for the stint because she’s 
a terrific baseball fan. It'll be her 
first tele chore. 

Game will. be petween the Ar- 
thur Murray Girls, the home team, 
and the Washington, D. C., team 
of the American Girls Softball 
League. ‘ 
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Bernstein Would Finance Peatman Log 
Privately to Balk Contactmen’s Union SSaeniheeae Fe 


Drive by members of the Music¢ 
Publishers Contact Employees’ 
union to discontinue Dr. John 
Peatman’s method of rating radio 
song performance struck a snag 
as the result of an announcement 
by Louis Bernstein, of Shapiro- 
Bernstein, that he was prepared to 
finance the project privately. The 
union claims to have the support 
of 11 major publishers in its cam- 
paign, but there now seems to be 
gome hesitancy among a few pubs 
on this list to go through with the 
thing. 

Bernstein, who has violently op- 
posed the union also in its proposed 
plan to prevail upon tradepapers 
not to publish the Peatman list, | 
contends that the latter performs. 
an invaluable service for the pub- | 
lisher as well as radio program- | 
mers, since its findings are based | 
on quality plugs. He discounts the | 
union’s argument that its members | 
would benefit from the elimination 
of the list through increased em- 
ployment. Bernstein holds that a 
publisher will always measure the 
efficiency of an employee by the 
quality and not the number of 
plugs obtained, list or no list. 

One of the reasons that the) 
union has sought to put the Peat-| 
man compilation out of existence | 
is that it has become a habitual | 
source of guidance for radio pro- | 
ducers. The union figures that! 
without this source these producers | 
would have to depend on their own 








judgments in picking tunes, and | 


thereby make it easier for publish- 
ers trying to break in newer num- 


} 


bers covered that music has “a definite ‘with the Kelly-Lang interests. 


It is Bernstein’s view that, by 
doing away with all forms of per- | 
formance reports, the music indus- 
try would create for itself nothing 


but a vacuum, and that so long aS | pits) Camp Shows, that music re- 


the industry must treat with as po- 
tent an exploitation channel as 
radio it cannot afford to do without 
a checking device. His underwrit- 
ing includes furnishing radio pro- 
ducers with copies of the weekly 
Peatman report. 


BILLS GOP FOR SONG 
CONVENTION DIDN'T DO 


Minneapolis, July 6. 

N. Lyle Regal, Twin City com- 
poser, has sent a bill to the Na- 
tional Republican Committee de- 
manding reimbursement for $1,000 
which he claims he spent to pro- 
mote his state centennial song, 
“My Minnesota,” at the Phila- 
delphia national convention. 

On the strength of the Commit- 
tee’s alleged promise that the song 
would be sung during the conven- 
tion and copies of it would be dis- 
tributed to delegates, Regal says he 
expended $600 for trips to Phila- 
delphia for himself, a singer and 
accompanist; $100 for a music 
arranger and $200 for copies of the 
song. 

The song wasn't sung and the 

copies weren't distributed, Regal 
says. He charges “powerful in- 
fluence” blocked singing of the 
song when it was feared the reridi- 
tion would start a convention band- 
wagon for Harold E. Stassen for 
president. 
' By way of proving, however, that 
“My Minnesota” is strictly non- 
partisan in musical text, Regal now 
is trying to arrange with the Dem- 
ocratic National Committee to have 
it sung at the Democratic conven- 
tion in Philadelphia July 12. 


Alvy West Due For 
Edison Hotel Return 


Alvy West returns to the Edison 
hotel, N.Y., for a 12-week engage- 
ment beginning Sept. 23. He and 
his unit were there last spring for 
their first appearance in the east. 

Outfit’s radio series with Jerry 
Wayne, five evenings a week on 
CBS, continues through July, with 
options thereafter. 


Orrin Tucker, Merc Pact 


Chicago, July 6. 

Mercury Records pacted Orrin 
Tucker orch last week. Maestro 
cut 16 sides, on his own, before 
the record ban, which he is bring- 
ing with him 

First release is “Moon Is Al- 
way Bigger on Saturday Night” 











and “Little Girl.” 





ithem~more susceptible to medical | 


| Waring Hosts Pluggers 


Fred Waring will have the music | 
publishers’ contactmen 


as. his) 


for an outing. 

_ The maestro has for years also | 

made it a practice of tossing lunch- | 

eon for contactmen so they could 

er pitch their tunes at 
im, 


Muzak Talks Buy 
Of World Subsid 


Negotiations are on for sale of 
|National Wired. Radio, World 
| Broadcasting System subsid, to 





Carl Haverlin 


President of Broadcast Music, Inc. 


end 
Fred Ahlert | 


President of ASCAP 
give their views on 
Television in Relation to 
Songs and Song Publishers 


~ * +. 
editorial features in 


VARIETY 8 


3d Annual Special 





RADIO-TELEVISION eo Corp. The move that pre-| 
cipitated the purchase talks be- | 
NUMBER |tween Muzak and Decca Record | 


|Co., which owns Worid, was a de- 
cision of the wired-music group, | 


to be published soon 
| which holds WBS franchises in 
_New York, Philadelphia and Chi- | 


Local 802, NY. Opens cago, to merge its accounts with 

. ° ¢ * 39 Muzak in November. Contracts by 

Experiment in Musical _the group for the library run out 
3 tae at that time. 

Ther taliz The group which has the fran- 

apy for Hospi ed chise in the three towns consists 

An experimental, month-long of ~~ Lang, Paul Harron, Lang’s 

. f musical therapy starts 28S0ciate in the operation of 

iy a “1 . n a ry 7 * | WBIG, Philly, and Jack Kelly, the 

n New rork today \wed.) uncer | moneyman in the setup. Under the 

the joint auspices of N. Y. Local _deal with World the group pays 

802, American Federation of Musi- | 10% of its gross income from sell- 


j ‘ing wired music to restaurants 
cians, and the N. Y. Department of ’ 
Hospitals. While the use of music | poo stores, etc, to the Decca 
in N. Y. hospitals may be an ex-| Stanley Joseloff, who has been 
periment, a Veterans’ Administra- Operating his own store-broadcast- 
tion spokesman pointed out that ing outfit in Connecticut, is report- 


‘ , ~ | ed to have come into the Muzak 
his organization has already dis-| picture and also allied himself 














therapeutic value” to its 100,000 


tients. 
“The VA maintains, on the basis | SELVIN TO CONCENTRATE 

0 Ss resu wi eterans’ Hos- 
ON COL. KID DIVISION 


_Ben Selvin, who joined Colum- | 
‘treatment. In addition, it's been bia Records some months ago on a 
‘found that melodies often break general studio assignment, will 
| through the wall that the mentally |concentrate henceforth on devel- 
disturbed build around themselves. OPpmient of the company’s kid rec- 
As a natural sequence to this, the ord division. 

VA now classifies music as one of | CR conducted a survey into the 





laxes patients and thus makes 


f 


Nick Campbell Sets Up 


Chi Pluggers Put Squeeze on Pubs 
- In Moyes to Discourage Firings 


_ Chicago, July 6. 

Chi branch of the Music Pub- 
lishers Contact Employees union 
has embarked on a campaign to 
discourage further dropping of its 
members from publisher payrolls. 
Contactmen last week asked or- 
chestra leaders and musie librar- 


ians in radio stations to refuse to 
“cooperate” with publishing firms 
that have cut down their plugger 
staffs in recent weeks. As part of 








Paul Whiteman 


whe should know about every 
phase of show business’ 
sees Television as 


**Show Business in the 
Parlor” 


* 7 * 
on editorial feature in the 
3d Annual Special 


RADIO-TELEVISION this pitch the contacters are pass- 
ing out lists of the firing pubs and 
EDITION their current plug tunes. - 





of Surviving pluggers are loud in 


VARIETY their wails over the load that has 
R 


| been foisted upon them. They com- 
to be published this month ‘plain that their New York offices 


not only expect them to do double 
or triple the coverage they've been 
accustomed to but have set up ex- 
travagant quotas, such as pro- 
_ducing 12 plugs weekly for each 


* 9 b 
Austin’s New ‘Heaven 
‘new tune. Such plugs, say the con- 


Not Hurting F our Star a must ~ ye: performances, 
So No Beef Is Planned jockey" piugs, which, according to 


Hollywood, Jtly 6, | *e protests, is not the way things 
Bill McCall, prexy of Four Star 


| are done with their New York con- 
Records, reveals he won't do any- 


freres. 
thing about Gene Austin waxing Bob Miller, MPCE executive sec- 
“My Blue Heaven” for Universal! retary, yesterday (Tuesday) ex- 
label although etching violates pressed surprise at the action of 
terms of pact by which Austin | the Chicago members. He said that 


plattered tune for Four Star about | such tactics were without the 
three years ago. knowledge or support of the 
Austin cut “Heaven” for Four | won TEs cae Bo 
.| volv a form of seco > 
Star on an old AFM Form B con | cott, which, ineidentally, is: oute 
tract, which stipulated that he lawed by the Taft-Hartley Act. 
could not platter it again for five | Miller said he would have to have 
years on another label. Four Star further information before he 
is no longer circulating its version /could make any explicit comment 
of Austin orioling the ballad which | in that direction. 
projected him to prominence 20| \pCE’s executive board met last 
years ago, hence feels the Universal | Thursday (1) for a preliminary go- 
release doesn’t step on its toes. |ing-over of the changes to be pro- 
_ posed for the union’s new contract 
| with music publishers. The present 
agreement expires Dec. 31 and the 























0 Co ° P e ‘ poe cte gee roaureg bot sides - 
Split |» mit e nsertions an 
wn Uo. in Forgie ‘amendments by Oct. 1. Thursday’s 


Camp Shows unit—the other be- 
ing sight, with its combination of 
color and movement. 


two ingredients essential to every kid field through department stores 





‘several months ago, and the find-| Nick Campbell, formerly part- 
ings will in part figure as a guide | nered with Al Porgie in Campbell- 
‘mark in the company’s building of Porgie, is setting up his own firm 


a juve repertoire. 


Vitacoustic’s Operations 


Type of music depends upon the 
nature of the patients’ illness. 
While inmates in general and 
surgical wards can “take” virtually Chicago, July 6. 
the same musical categories as | Vitacoustic Records, operating 
civilians, the conditions and re- | under Chapter 11 of the Chandler 
quirements of the tubercular and act, last week filed an account cov- 
mentally disturbed have eliminated ering operations of the last three 
instruments that produce loud, ex- months with Referee Chester -Mac- 
citing effects or over-stimulation. Chesney. 

Strings have proved to be more! Statement showed a loss of $10,- 
soothing. 000 for the -period. 





to be called Campbell Music about 
‘July 15. His first plug song will 
be a revival of “Things I Love,” 
|which he brought out about a 
| decade ago. 

| Currently hunting office space 
‘and lining up personnel, Campbell 
has named Ralph Harris his Coast 
_rep. Al Porgie recently acquired 
'Campbell’s stock in the Campbell- 
Porgie firm, 





10. IT’S MAGIC (2) (Witmark) .. 0.6.66. e eee eee eens | 


BABY DON’T BE MAD (Paramount) ..... oe bad aes eeee se aes ; 








_ ARIETY 1() Best Sellers on Com-Machines “2% 1 0 3. 


1. WOODY WOODPECKER SONG (6) (Leeds)................. Kay Kyser..... Sebbkes Columbia 
2. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (13) (Biltmore).....,.......... Griffin-Wayne ........... Rondo 
38. NATURE BOY (12) (Burke-VH) ............... hin bia Te eee eee Capitol 
4. MY HAPPINESS (8) (Blasco) .............. diedoweehoressan COW ee. Benet Stetie....: Damon 
5. TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (11) (Chas K. Harris)............ \Geughe tortea a FIRE ge 
6. LOVE SOMEBODY (3) (Kramer-W.) ..... 5 debe PGS wks ae le D. Day-B. Clark .... ..Columbia 
7. WM. TELL OVERTURE (5) (Tune Town) ..........-.0s00055 Spike Jones ............ Victor 
8. LITTLE WHITE LIES (17) (BYC) ss sonebogeoyobatadys hele ch gee semmmmmiee sere! th Doas 
9. YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLING (1) )Mayfair) ......... P'S) ere .... Regent 

( Dick Haymes ..........-.- Decca 


Cc 2 eres Columbia 


PUT ’EM IN BOX (Remich)..........--- essere eseahssensedseges A pee Capitol 
BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (T. B. Harms) .......6565 50s seeeus Met BEOORED 60 cccteaccs M-G-M 
HEARTS WIN (Miller) ...... 20... ccc cece cee cere ew ee ener eneees Patty BV: . -isacsoaes Universal 
BLUE SHADOWS (Santly-Joy) ©. 0... cc cece rece ree ene e rene enes Bing Crosby ........... Decca 

{Jo Stafford ...... greens Capitol 
HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) .....«...+> teeeeeeneesreesesess } Dorry Como ..... ao hlte Victor 


Sammy Kaye..,.........Victor 

TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) seasscscceceenaceensnesoccousosest Aumas GPG cy svctecdcce. + DR 
Freddy Martin...........Victor 

DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) .........seceereseerseeeceseees Lost (imen.. oc. sages Ape 
SERENADE (Leeds) ........------seeeeee £0 an dbokd ds abaeeas Ode Buddy Clark ........ Columbia 
MAYBE YOU'LL BE THERE (BVC) ......- cccccccecccccssseces Gordon Jenkins.......... Decca 
{| Andrews Sisters.......... Decca 

HEARTBREAKER (Leeds)..........----++: Lisseseseeseeenseeesd Perko String Band..-...-.Palda 
FOR EVERY MAN A WOMAN (Melrose) ....-sseseeeseeseesees Bey BOGE, ccc ccosa dec Victor 
{Vaughn Monroe ........-. Victor 

MAHARAJAH OF MAGIDOR (Mutual) eee eee eee eee eee i Tony Oe Columbia 
9 OE, RUN (Preview) eoseeesese eeeee eee eee eee eseeeerteee Louis Jordan oeeee eeenere Decca 

pe play Frankie Laine ......... Mercury 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 
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| was the first in a series of meet- 
/ings to determine and phrase the 
revisions. 


LARRY ADLER JOINS 
AFM AFTER 20 YEARS 


San Francisco, July 6. 

Acting on James C. Petrillo’s 
invitation to harmonica players to 
become members of the American 
Federation of Musicians, Larry 
Adler, who is appearing at the 
| Fairmont hotel here, has put in a 
/'membership application with Local 
47, Los Angeles, his home town. It 
ends a 20-year effort by Adler to 
have himself inscribed on the 
AFM’s rolls. 

Petrillo’s open-house move 
toward harmonica-blowers was in 
large part motivated by the fact 
that recording companies since the 
ban have been resorting to this 
instrument for background music. 
Adler, however, has done no rec- 
—e following the AFM shut- 

wn, ’ 


‘Laughing Samba’ In 
New U.S. Invasion 


“The Laughing Samba,” a num- 
ber which never caught on when 
originally introduced in the U. S., 
has been built into a European 
fave over the past 12 months and 
is now making another invasion of 
the American market. Published 
on the continent by Editions 
Seidem, of Switzerland, the song 
clicked on the Riviera last year, 
and visiting Britons carried the 
ditty back to England. 

On the strength of “Samba’s” 
British sales appeal, London Rec- 
ords cut the Latino tune using Ed- 
mond Ros’ band. Timed with a 
U. S. release of the disk this week, 
the waxery has distributed some 
1,000 platters of the Ros recordin 
to American disk jocks. Publishe 
here by Mills Music by arrange- 
ment with Editions Seidem, the 
song was written in 1945 by Benny 
Meroff, Anne Spgr, Vincent Rizzo 











and George Johnson. 
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Band 


MOONEY ORCH (14) 

ith Bud Brees, Galli Sisters (3). 

ittmore Hotel, N.Y. i 

Art Mooney may have “set back 
music a couple of decades with his 
popularization of the banjo and the 
dance forms prevalent in the roar- 
ing twenties, namely with his click 
recordings of “Four Leaf Clover” 

d “Baby Face,” but simultaneous- 
y he’s amassed a wealth of follow- 
ers from the youngsters who never 
saw a banjo other than in pawn- 
shop windows. And he has obtained 


‘the high regard, too, of some very 


sedate citizens who regarded them- 
selves as hot stuff during the 'coon- 
riod. 

cones this combination that will 
1ake the Mooney dansapation a 

xoffice item in the spots where 
the tourists and mature spenders 
congregate. Mooney can only de- 

d on the juves to give him 
Peeking at the wickets when he’s 


ot a hot record riding a crest. | 


ince “Clover” and “Baby Face” 
have declined on the bestseller 
lists, the teensters aren’t a pre- 


. dominant factor at the Biltmore 


with the Mooney engagement, but 
there’s merry click of oldsters in 
that room. 
Mooney is instrumental in pro- 
viding the reimcarnated juves a 
whiff of the flapper era. In every 
set he provides one item featuring 
the banjo, another with glee club 
backing and for the rest of his 
tunes he relies on current pops 
with arrangements calling for a 
teady and unmistakable dance 
at. He’s easy to dance to and also 
okay for that portion of the dinner 
trade that likes to converse with 
their victuals. Whether business 


will be as big for late-hour displays | 


still remains to be seen. 
With the Mooney crew comes the 


VARIETY 
Best British Sheetsellers 


(Week Ending July 1) 
London, July 2. 


Reviews 


and Passengers of the First Experi- 








mental Rocket Express t Galway Bay...... Box & Cox 
| Moon” is well eonsaiiet nail keane Heartbreaker.......... Leeds 
little to be desired. Latter tune) Nature Boy. ....... Morris 
‘particularly epitomizes  Scott’s| Golden Earrings. .... Victoria 
style. Time May Change. .Connelly 
Vocal department is handled by} *# Leaf Clover....... F.D.&H. 
‘Dorothy Collins. An attractive; Teresa ............... Leeds 
| blonde, she sultrily warbles “Man! Ballerina ........... Maurice 
'I Love” and several other stand-| Near You. ......... .. Wood 
| ards. Although the Scott-com- Toolie Oolie .. Southern 
posed score from “Lute Song” is a Dream of Olwen Wright 
difficult thing to sing, she im- | My Achin’ Heart Connelly 
presses with his “Mountain High, | 
| Faery Lane” feom hat 3 | Second 12 
: self, rates a bow for | ‘j i 
his explanatory introductions of | : a “ahiloion ee 
each number. He enunciates well,| Serenade of Bell Morri 
contrary to most mumbling band-| Cjyitivati oe | * ee 
leaders. Quintet bucked rainy | denen 9 ; ~— 
weather and the’ Louis-Walcott | Silver Wedding Waltz ,: Unit 
fight in its two opening days and | Tree in Meadow Connelly 
|the scattered patrons in evidence| Reflections on Water. Maurice 
|were no indication of the unit’s; Miranda ........... Kassner 
| true draw. ae eS Chappell 
a | Ask Anyone....... Feldman 
Echo Said No....... . Wood 


CARMEN CAVALLARO (i6) 
Hotel Astor Roof, N. Y. 

i The blare that punishes the car. | SEE 
drums is certainly not Carmen (and it’s just as well. The payoff in 
Cavallaro’s dish, and maybe that’s | hotel aan lies in alan the 


You Can’t Be True. Chappell 


caiaieanenll 











| why the personable pianist-maestro | dancers up there, and with the first 
continues as one of the more) peat of every Cavallaro dance set 
danceable outfits. Smooth, moder- the floor crowds up fast. Kahn. 
bre tempos are his forte ... and) ROA. IN 
| that’s the key to his popularity. e e 
i _There’s no denying that without | Cats Win Suit 
him at the piano to pace it, this 
| band would have difficulty project- Chicago, July 6. 
_ ing; but Cavallaro’s tinkling of Chicago Superior Court Judge 
jthe 88's, plus his unassuming | Wilbur Crowley last week dismissed 
personality, sell casually, easily. Sid Fisher’s suit against the Har- 
|He can always create an audience |monicats for share of their record 
around the bandstand that  is/royalties, Fisher claimed trio and 
= pena ha hoof or watch him |/he had made a partnership agree- 
ripple those keys. : iment. Juror ruled that AFM con- 
| fi This is an orch of four violins, tract showed Fisher as an employee 
preg rm ee = en lof Jerry Murad, leader of the Cats. 
; | Judge also threw out case 





{ 


} 








Buddy Clark—“Where Flamingos 
Fly,” “When Moonlight Fell on 
the Waterfall” (Columbia). Clark 
seems to have a winner in “Fla- 


sentimental reverie to match it up 
on the other side. The crooner 
|sails into Jimmy Kennedy's tropi- 
ical travelog with all the dramatic 





| pleading and melodic power at his | 
It’s a good act and a's 
good song he does, and the spin- | 


| command. 


nings on jock-turntables and jukes 
| will be plentiful. 

| Martha Tilten — “Ready, Set, 
| Go,” “Blow, Gabriel, Blow” (Capi- 
itol). Choosing of titles that not 
only rhyme but have the same 
number of words must have be- 
come something of a charade dur- 
ing the.rush to beat the AFM’s 
recording ban. There have been 
a number of such combinations 
among recent releases. As for La 
Tilton’s latest pair, they represent 
|the type of song she does best. 
“Ready” rocks with an irresistible 
beat both in vocal and Dean Elliott 
| background, while “Gabriel” is de- 
| livered with a rhythmic polish that 
| merits filing the side among a sta- 
| tion’s standards. 


| Gerdon MacRae—“Hankerin’,” 
“I Went Down to Virginia’ (Capi- 
| tol). MacRae takes a holiday from 
“June” and “Moon” and taps up 
for the occasion with a slow-tem- 
poed ditty about a hombre of the 
purple sage and a slightly bouncey 
narrative regarding a rather un- 
eventful journey. Neither perform- 
ance carries much stylistic sock, 
but the baritone does a smooth, 
ingratiating job by “Hankerin’.” 





By Ben Bodec 


mingo” and *a pleasant slice of, 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 





of melody and beat which should 
go places. It’s coupled with Anne 
| and Don Vincent’s version of 
“Cuckoo Waltz”...Muriel Adams’ 
first pair for Apollo, “Awaiting My 
‘Time With You” and “Crazy About 
That Man,” projects lots of heart 
‘appeal, even though the style is 
‘reminiscent of the earlier Sarah 
Vaughn. Miss Adams’ pipes are 
on the thin side but what she lacks 
in tonal substance she makes up 
with smart phrasing and feeling... 
Hank D’Amico’s “Hank's Pranks” 
‘and “Jukebox Judy” (National) 
should tickle the fancy of both the 
collectors and disk-spinners who 
‘eater to the more sophisticated 
jazz trade. The two sides sizzle 
| with a super-quality of instrumen- 
| tation, as would be expected from 
| such supporting company as Cozy 
' Cole, drums; Den Ryas, tenor sax: 
| Frankie Newton, trumpet; Dave 
Rivera, piano, and Sid Weiss, bass 
... Another extra-special under the 
|}same label is Charlie Ventura’s 
| “East of Suez” and “I'll Never Be 
| the Same,” featuring such special- 
|ists as Kai Winding, trombone; 
| Shelly Manne, drums, and Lou 
_ Stein, piano, on what is the more 
_exciting side, namely, “Suez.” 


| Peggy Lee-Dave Barbour 
Named in $1,000,000 Suit; 
‘Manana’ Lift Alleged 


Los Angeles, July 6. 








Peggy Lee and her husband, 
| Dave Barbour, were last week 


chirping of the Galli Sisters (3), brass and all of it giving out a 
whose pipings are also reminiscent | neat, danceable beat. 


|against Universal Records and Bill 


The Ravens—“Send for Me, If named defendants in a $1,000,000 


of the ’20s. A modern note is in| 
the singing of Bud Brees, who has 
a nicely modulated voice and a 


robust delivery. 
The relief chores at the Cascades 


: is by the Harold Nagle crew, which 


dwells mainly-in the Latin vein. He 
does competently in that depart- 
ment, Jose. 


HARRY OWENS ORCH (12) 
With Hilo Hattie, Alex Geuld 

St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco 

San Francisco goes as soft over 
Hawaii and its tunes as New York 
does over Havana and its rhythms. 
Nostalgic pitch aimed by Harry 
Owens is therefore bulls-eye mate- 
rial for the local gentry. Tunes 
wanted and asked for are same old 

awaiian reliables from “Song of 

he Islands,” to “Sweet Leilani,” 
to “Aloha,” all of which find the 
check-payers gayly weeping into 
their champagne. 

Local throb-angle is further glo- 
ried by Hilo Hattie, widely liked 
here for her “Princess Poo- li” 
and “Cockeyed Mayor” es, 
“Isle of Golden Dreams,” et al, 
with not even a single American 
tune thrown in for seasoning. 

Owens’ combo of piano, trumpet, 
two violins, bass, guitar, steel-gui- 
tar, three sax (doubling on fiddles) 
and drums, provides saccharine 
melodies easy to listen to and 
equally easy to dance to, evidenced 
by crowded floor for all sets. In 
short, hes big stuff here. 

Biz good. Covef $1.75 Saturday, 
and $1.50 nightly. Ted. 


RAYMOND SCOTT QUINTET 
With Dorothy Collins 
Hotel Edison, N. Y. 


There’s no attempt at projecting | Putnam, prexy; Mutual Entertain- 
‘the layout for “show” purposes,| ment and W. Biggie Levin, vaude 
other than in the leader’s pianoing, booker. 





Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


Thirty songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on the 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music 
Broadcast Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Re- 
search, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of June 25-July 1, 1948 





A Fella With an Umbrella—/7‘‘Easter Parade”’.... Feist 

A Tree In the Meadow :............ ies Recetas ised a Shapiro-B 
Baby Don’t Be Mad at Me............--..se++0:- Paramount 
Berend the Ben... 2. cv ewcwsewsee dy. -a dgemievet Chappell 
Blue Shadows On the Trail—*‘‘Melody Time” ..... Santly-Joy 
Sy ae SP eee eae eee ee Simon 
PURO Se oT. ox 6 Oh Ae ee eS eRe OD Famous 
Don’t Blame Me .......... ees Si kent Oe ae Warren 
Dream Girl—*“Dream Girl” .........0.04+ oe Famous 
Haunted Heart—*“Inside U.S.A.” ........6000555- Williamson 
I May Be -Wromg ........ 0002 -scccccecccsescess Advanced 
I Went Down To Virginia.............--.--+++5-. Jefferson 


With You—‘Easter Parade”. Berlin 
Only Happens Dance a 


It’s Magic—‘“‘Romance On High Seas” ............ 

Sie Wau Oe Me: Gi0 ics cveegy’s «0c aad 00 0c sages dae Remick 
pS Se nt yee were yk ae Leeds 
Fite White TAOS ... . ois cess cade cess owencws:: BVC 
Love Of My Life—‘‘‘The Pirate” .........++.+++-- T. B. Harms 
Love Somebody ...........:sseectereecceeeeenee Kramer-W 
My Fair Lady ........2...-:ceecerecccvceceseces United 
My Happiness ..........:0- cece reer eee neeeeereee eer _ 
Mature. Bey ©... 1. cc ceteccessieer cre rccceccises Bu 

Now I6 the Hour ..:....-sccbevodesecveses Poe Leeds 

Put ’Em In a Box—?“Romance On High Seas”...... Remick 


Rhode Island Is Famous For You—*“Inside U.S.A.”. Crawford 
Serenade (Music Played On a Heartstring) . Duchess 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby—i“Easter Parade”... . Berlin 


Booking of Raymond Scott into Toolie Oolie Doolie ........ccceccsereccreeesenes C. K. Harris 
the Green Room, Edison hotel,| $$ Woody Woodpecker ..........-.-.ceceeerereeeees Leeds 

- Y., represents a policy change You Can’t Be True Dear ..........0eeseeeeerenes Biltmore 
ae i . ~ floor spot. You Were Meant For Me ..........scceeceereeee® Miller 
ing, with iano usually een ESE A OOP Ra Va ro: . Marks 

’ 1 su 

by one of the lesser name . The remaining 20 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 

he customer bait is now Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 


a “concert session” built around 


Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 


Scott’ repertoire ; 
irews jem musicianship. ”~ s Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
class interpretation of the the 1 = as — Penny Arcade .........---+ss+++05: aaa 
“Twiligh ON RRC RS Sa ar eee ed PE. I 
key” 8th Century : Geesine Better Luck Next Time—t“Easter Parade” ....... a 
Room” among others, However, a Bye Bye Blackbird ..........--+----0 ses reereree namics 
little of this a long way and in Shee G sk uWire. 8 oo Ba eee P gered senses foe! 
two sets of the bizarre creations Crying For Joy ...........:.-.0eee eee cee seen: Mane 
tend to border on monotony. Suc- OS eae eco ee ee ee nescence ote eaee ec rd 
cess of the Edison’s new policy Dickey-Bird Song—*"3 Daring Daughters” ........ 0 - 8 
apparently hinges on whether Se MOREE... ots Zan at ss ve oo degerceentsees bese ern 
z Gobaeine Keres Scott fans within] @ Evelyn ..........0..0--ceecsec eter eeeeeeese sees elrose 
sonable radius. threaker .......ccac cased bv ecccecsecss vasecs 
rganized about five months Ta Give a Million Tomorrows .......+-+++++0+++: Oxford 
ete quintet is basically similar Just Because ....... sce c ccc ceweesecereensnness 
to the group Scott made his name|2 Yoroq Laroo Lilli Bolero .....----++seeeeeeeso8e Shapiro-B 
within the late ’30s. Later he ate quale anc Raat lei ca ROE TR ... Bourne 
witched to a larger band, but now |} OV Fersic Wheel ..............sssssceeeeeeseees Goldmine 
e’s back with the smaller unit due Old Ferris ee Ropes det sfas 9 rose Pr TE stietee 
to “popular demand” although the On the Little Village Green ......+-eeeeeeres Semantic 
lighter overhead undoubtedly is a|% Spring Came .....-...0..++--osecreeerssserseess Rene 
more logical explanation. Take It AWAY ......-.ccccescer ere reteceneeeeees a 
Outfit consists of Jerry Winner, Takin’ Miss Mary To the Ball......----++++ere+rs ie 
clarinet; Joe Palmer, tenor sax; We Just Couldn't Say Goodbye contests ener tees he 
Kenny John, : Ernie Di|3 What's Good About Goodbye—i“Casbah” ...--.-. elrose 
trumpet; Don Russo, .1% You're Too Dangerous Cherie ........------ mane Harms 





* Legit Musical. + Filmusical. 














My Favorite Five 


By BILL BRANT 
(KDKA, Pittsburgh) 


“Laura” (Johnny Bothwell) 

“Moonlight Serenade” 
(Glenn Miller) 

“Trumpet Rhapsody” (Har- 
ry James) 

“T'll Never Smile Again” 
(Tommy Dorsey) 

“Basin Street Blues” (Herb 
Jeffries) 








of p t , with the bass 
lead uncorking one of his best 
flights in heart harmonics. It’s a 
juke natural. Other side is also 
a nifty, with the oldie treated to a 
slick blend of close harmony and 
insinuating rhythm. 
Lote te Lie ts Lorton? aaa 
ve ve ” 4 ou’re 
Heart and Mine” (Columbia). 
Wayne find himself with a 
“You Can’t Be 


Dear’ 

pn Ba A an A 
con: verse 
the basic cleupaaie of heen The 
coupling is of the same w . 
heart-on-sleeve school, and 1! 
wise, if the trend toward this 
species of sentimental fare hasn't 
meanwhile changed, could bloom 
into a magnet around the juke- 
boxes. 

Billy Eckstine — “Sophisticated 
Lady,” “Jitnmey Man” (National). 
The Duke Ellingtcn standard was 
put to wax without benefit of a 


symphonic up, as has been Eck- 
stine’s since switching 
the M. label, and the warm, 


sensitively contrived interpretation 
the bosk: Thee frente nema uate 
rantic p ’s 
attached to it is a chip cnt Eck- 
stine’s old band and as such will 
meet with hefty approval from the 
bop mob. 
lay Allen—‘“It Began in Ha- 
vana,” “Nola” (Capitol). The ex- 
one pd over the 
pleasure in this 
combination of Latin idiom and 
backroom music- There's 
an impressive exhibit of piano wiz- 
ardry and guitar understudy in 
“Havana” that should garner it 
much attention from the 
gentry. This is the second of the 
master that Allen turned over to 
Capitol and, productionwise, it’s 
far superior to the predecessor. 


Platter Points 


Ray Bauduc and His Bobcats 
(Capitol), bowing in as both a 
leader and a vocalist, wraps a 
singular brand of oldtime jazz 
around the old, traditional “L’il 
Liza Jane” and the somewhat less 
dated, “When My Sugar Walks 
Down the Street”...Walt Dana is 


under his own label “Holi- 
Gay Polke a extra-lively mixture 





RNR ne vs 
Thing Comes Along” (National). 
“Send” stacks up as a swell sample 


jock | 


You Need Me,” “Until the Real | suit filed in connection with the 


| song, ‘“Manana,” in Federal court 
‘here. Action was brought by 
| Sterling Sherwin and Harry K. Mc- 
_Clintock, both ASCAP members, 
| who charge that the melody of 
|“Manana” is a note-for-note in- 
| fringement of their own published 
| ‘“Midnight on the Ocean.” 

Also named in the suit are the 
Barbour-Lee Music Corp., Capitol 
| Songs, Inc., which published the 
| song in litigation; Capitol Records, 
| RCA, as parent corporation of Vic- 
tor Records; Decca Records, Seeco 
| Records, Bandwagon Records and 
10 Doe corporations. 


Sherwin and McClintock, who 
have been collaborating for years, 
say that “Midnight” was contained 
in “Songs of Road and Range,” a 
book which Southern Music pub- 
lished and has since reissued. 


BENEKE TO MCA IN 
GAC CASH SETTLEMENT 


General Artists Corp. and Music 
Corp. of America have worked out 
a deal which smooths the way for 
the transfer of the Tex Beneke 
band to the latter organization. 
Beneke’s obligation to GAC had 


has been 
bridged by a cash settlement to 
GAC. Latter’s prez, Thomas G. 
Rockwell, admitted Friday (2) that 
the band was MCA’s now free and 
clear but he declined to disclose 
the amount of the consideration. 
Don Haynes and the widow of 
Glenn Miller, who between them 
own the orchestra, are reported to 





to |have received a bonus of $25,000 


for signing with MCA. 


Berlin ‘Only Got’ 6006, 
And Who's Complainin? 
New York. 
Editor, Vantety: 

The story on your front page to 
the effect that I shall receive a 
million and a half dollars for 
“Easter Parade” is untrue. Consult 
your backfiles and you will find you 
carried the exact facts concerning 
-my deal with M-G-M. 

I receive no percentage. The 
/picture may gross five million or 
_ten million, and I certainly hope 
| SO, but I shall receive no more 
than I have already received— 
$600,000 for the package which be- 
jcame the successful musical 
“Easter Parade.” 
| Whatever assistance I have ren- 
dered the promotion department is 
due solely to a desire to be co- 
| Operative. M-G-M has done a mar- 
'velous job in the production and 
'the promotion and I am extremely 
‘grateful to them from beginning 


to end. 
Irving Berlin. 
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Petrillo Gives Special 
OK to 500-Mile Jump | 
For Shep Fields 1-Niter 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Although the American Federa- | 
tion of Musicians, since its Asbury | 
Park convention, has been refus- 
ing to give band-bookers an auto- 
matic okay to wink at union rule 
that orchestras cannot be jumped, 
on one-nite treks, more than 300 
miles a day, the stunt was pulled 
over the weekend. James C. Pet- 
rillo personally gave the nod for 
Shep Fields to leap the 500 miles 
between a Raton, N. M., date on 
Sat. (3) to play at Biggs Field, out- 
side El Paso, Tex., the following 
(4) night. 

General Artists Corp., booking 
the Fields’ itinerary, had laid out 
the dates, but was attempting iv 
re-route Fields after AFM nixed 
numerous 300-mile-plus overnight 
hops. The U. S. Army commandant 
at Biggs Field, advised by GAC of 
situation, fired off a 100-word wire 
direct to Petrillo, explaining he 
wanted Fields’ band for a dance at 
his NCO Club; the plea was pegged 
on the “good for morale” motif. 
Petrillo promptly okayed the re- 
quest. 





Dallas ‘Pops’ Start 

Dallas, July 6. | 
The State Fair Park band of 36 
pieces has begun a series of sum- | 
mer “pop” concerts last Sunday 
(4), to be continued each Sunday 
until Sept. 5. A series of 10 other 
concerts will be staged by the 
band in other parks in the city, 
on Mondays through Labor Day. 
The Sunday concerts are being 
staged at the Midway band pavilion 
at State Fair Park. 

Zeno King, assistant conductor 
of the Southern Methodist .Univ. 
band, will conduct the first six 
concerts, followed by Ralph Beck, 
conductor of the American Legion 
band, for three weeks and Paul 
Harris. The concerts are free to 
the public and are being paid for 
out of funds of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. 
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Survey of retail sheet music S e | 2 5 | O 8 

sales, based on reports obtained 3 | oO = ig | >| | a) a! 

from leading stores in 12 cities, ~ 2 | Fs = ne sigi2z 
and showing comparative sales a — iei™ }ml e a Oo |* Ss T 
° . ° . a — <— nt x ® & , = oO 

rating for this and last week. < | 3 wictlis&lia>lelelsisle 
so Els eloe|~|/2/F1a}/3icjs|] 7 
< = wn |S v. uo] & oe = = = = A 
SIV/E/ElSlalelsel|Fis/ sisi t 

° c = = <. PS oe te S nih 
Week Ending ¢ =|!) 2\s\/f/2\/2/c/2/2 4) - 
National aiXlea = = Sia is -tS18/3! o 

Rating & m ~ d 2 bx a g a S 2 
July 3 Sle e/eiélg) 2) 8ig|£) ei) x 
This Last | 2 sielisigisi8i8icis s|s| 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher Iyioialtla [Rie | Elalialalisr s 
1 i “You Can’t Be True” (Biltmore) See Sen ae eh EOE. ce ee ee 1 113 
“2 5 “Woody Woddpecker” (Leeds)... ._ .< R219 2 Soe Ss. SS 
3 2 “Nature Boy” (Burke-VH)........ 2 4 1 t& 2 5 5 8 1... 3 6 8 
“4 4 “My Happiness” (Blasco). Wits Sai ae SATTRSPPOST ati Se a a a 
“5 3  “Toolie Oolie Doolie” (C.K.Harris) 4 5 48:06 7 8° 6 § F 
6 8 “Dickey Bird Song” (Robbins).... 5 6 .. 8 8 3 .. .. 8 9 8 3 41 
“7 +6 “Little White Lies” (BVC)........ 6 .. 6 6 6G .. EO” Ae 
“8 7 “Now Is the Hour” (Leeds)...... .. 7 .. 7 3 4 Te Se 
“9 10 “Haunted Heart” (Williamson)... 7 .. .. 9 7 9 Re RE 
i0 8 “Baby Face” (Remick) im 2  erererreerren te ae 21 
ii 13 “Put ’Em in a Box (Remick) se ae a see -- 5 eo alas a: 13 
) ae “Tea Leaves” (Morris) re Pre ed ET Be >. ‘12 
13 “Heart Breaker (Leeds)....... eh | SIT ee. Se i 
id iS “Sabre Danco” (Leeds).......... B .. 2... - E . 10 9 
15 11 “Leve Somebody” (Kramer-W) : 3 9 8 




















| hotel, N. 





EYE BARRY GRAY AS 


NY. EDISON JOCKEY 


A disk jockey series to originate 
in the Green Room of the Edison 
Y., between midnight and 
3 a.m., seven nights a week, com- 
setup slated for Barry 

would broadeast over 


prises a 
Gray It 


| WAAT, Newark, and is tentatively 


slated to start about Aug. 1. 


did a similar show last 
from the Copacabana, 


Gray 
season 


‘Miami Beach. 


| in 


‘ 


Mills’ Rah-Rah Tieup 
Mills Music tied in with an all- 
ay “My America” celebration 
whipped up by WLIB, N. Y., Sun- 
day (4). In a half-hour shot, the 


publishing firm presented contem- 
porary patriotic music by Morton 


Qa 


Gould and Edwin Franko Goldman. | 


Show was wire-recorded at Mills’ 
offices and arranged by Norman | 


Warembud, of the Mills staff. 
Company’s general manager, Mack 
Stark, also handled a brief inter- 
view with Gould. Station itself 
cancelled all commercial programs 
observation of Independence 
Day. 


SAVIN WITH VARSITY — 
AS OBERSTEIN’S AIDE 


| Lee Savin, recording 
|exec with Majestic and Musicraft 


former 


| records, has joined Varsity records | 
as assistant to Eli Oberstein, who 
recently reactivated that label. 

Oberstein is planning to put out 
|a 39c record, with the recording 
| being done overseas. 





Martin Wagner joined Bob No- 
lan and the Sons of the Pioneers 
as the unit's tour manager and 
booker. 


|in 


Thornhill Mulls Cut 
In Band When Reforming 


After Summer Vacation 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Claude Thornhill, who sailed 
with his wife last week for ex- 
tended Hawaii vacash, probably 
will cut down size of his orchestra 
when he re-forms next autumn. 


Outfit batoneer broke up last 
month numbered 17 (five sax, two 
French horns, one tuba, three 
rhythm, two trombones three 
trumpets and leader at the keys): 
the next probably will be cut to 
10 

Since breaking up, batoneer has 
had several powwows with Wil- 


liam Morris agency. Handlers have 
stressed that having a crew of 
fewer men will mean smaller pay- 
roll and therefore more hotel! loca- 
tions for outfit and fewer one- 
niters. That idea seems to tickle 
Thornhill. 

As outlined now, Thornhill will 
re-form with five strings, four 
saxes, one trumpet and_e keys. 
Frank Warren wii be back vocai- 
ing. 


BMI, Louisville Hotel 
Sign Pact, End Suit 


Louisville, July 6. 
Suit over playing five songs at 
the Seelbach hotel was dismissed 
Federal court Friday (2) by 
agreement of Broadcast Music, Inc., 





|and Epley Hotels Co., owner of the 
| hotel. 


Attorneys said the Epley chain 


|agreed to sign a contract for use 


of BMI-owned live music, and 
defray a substantial part of the cost 
of attorney fees and pay back 
royalties to BMI. Latter had sued 
the Seelbach for $1,250 and asked 
for an injuction against further use 
of its music in an action filed last 
December. 





Lanin’s Dem Job 
Philadelphia, July 6. 

Howard Lanin has been named 
conductor and contractor for the 
60-piece band scheduled to play 
Convention Hall for the Demo- 
cratic National Convention. 

Convention begins Monday (12). 
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ALONG WITH OUR POPULAR STANDARDS 


RHUMBA AT THE WALDORF © RHUMBA FANTASY ® ILLUSION ® THE STORY OF SORRENTO 
IT’S EASY WHEN YOU KNOW HOW ® ESCUCHAME ® VEM VEM ® TIC-TOC RHUMBA 
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Xavier Cugat (Col.) 
Enric Madriguera (Decca) . 
Edmundo Ros (London) 
: Emil Coleman (De Luxe) 
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Lyrics by JOE McCARTHY, Jr. 
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36 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC VARIETY 
Milton Saunders’ crew opened at | ALAN STEPHENS SHOW 
the Hollywood hotel, West End, : VARIETY a -lal. 30 Mins, Mon. thru Fri., 4 p.m. 
N. J. after a year’s tour of the IT 3 8\2| 3 t | BENSINGER’S FURNITURE CO. 
major Sheraton hotels. . - Erskine | Survey of retail disk best a ~ 1a a pe 2 WINN, Louisville 
Hawkins hits a string of x's | sellers, based on reperts ob- 2 @la] ilo 5 5 |$ Alan Stephens is one of the 
ce ee OOO ORE © tained from teading stores tn | 12) | | 215) 8/6] 2) 5/212 | -| 2 | town's more popular personalities 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Plays City 12 cities, and showing com- S| & wiul Ele lwlsie{a;}s; oF jin the disk jockey field. He’s aired 
prea Portsmouth, Va., Friday parative sales rating for this >| elsiSlzi flsl2iolc le] 2] 2 'daily 30 minutes and on Saturdays 
(9), moves to Ocean Breeze Beach, and last week. Elel ela] é |= |x e;/siais| A + p Besse ys lg beer - 
Va. (11), Bayshore Pavilion, Buck- B| 3} 212 A ] elglei|ale|& L ao selgipsd geese aie pemagpen 
roe Beach, Va. (12); Waltz Dream re, , E ri I eis ’ 7 1 5 ao . ow ae & 
Arena, Atlantic City, (15) and & < = om gt mi fit eC 2 P ste . | ; 
starts a week's stand at the How-/| | National Week Ending t ei} e Sie sii (/Z1e/17%13!] o Stephens has a full time job as 
ard theatre, Washington, (16)... | Ratin P= l |; o-| @ - l Si | 4 | a I manager of a furniture store’s rec- 
Ink Spots stay at Orsatti’s, Somers | as July 3 =| Siz ele| ela s1e2is isle N |ord department, and he plugs his 
Jt., N. J., until July 15, then switch | si giai< SieliZPlel gis] wf product, as well as recommending 
for a fortnight to the Surf Club, This Last Fisl sisisi s/Blelgiagiaiz © | |good buys in his sponsor's furni- 
Wildwood, N. J., — the al wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Z| Ol AlMéMinal @ SBlzianliZiois! s ture line. si 
lowing night. . .Gene Krupa on the | = — : Guy has a refreshing approach. 
one-night” trail. Hits the Brock-| KAY KYSER (Columbia) : 92 | |Doesn’t go overboard for 08 par- 
ville, Ont., Armory tonight (Wed.), 1 2 “Woody Woodpecker Song”...... 3 1 2 :. 2.5 - 2 oe | ticular type record, but as he puts 
Reva Rollerdrome, Auburn, N. Y.., | K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) )it “I like ’em all.” 
tomorrow (Thurs.); Sayler’s Lake, | 2 i “¥ou Can't Be True, Dear’...... 5 ee ae. OS oe ee. 8. Be ee | Had as guest Joe Sanders, cur- 
saylersburg, Pa. (9). YMES (D lrently at a local night spot, and 
DICK HAYMES _ 2 ee ce ee Oe SE 2 64] |had the “Old Left Hander” tell 
< 3 3 Little White Lies”...........-. | about his early radio and recording 
Chicago KING COLE (Capitol) |days when teamed with Carleton 
Eddy Oliver's orch, in its Jast 4 2 SME fo ick si hee beh baes 5 i Satta e . 6 10 5 54 |Coon. Interesting bit of reminise- 
week with Hildegarde at the Pal-| SPIKE JONES (Victor) |ing and a nice plug for Sanders 
mer House, opens af the St, An:| | 5 5 “Wiliam Tell Overtwre”.........-._3_ 47 9... 4 TEE ae pd 
Billie Holiday returns here for | JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) lair, but has had considerable air 
a one-niter at the Pershing hotel | 6 6 “My Happiness”................ 4 5 35 l 37 ‘and band experience. He registers 
July 12, following a week at the ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) _ | | with sincerity, and takes an active 
Tia Juana Club, Mngt teow 9 Manon. § 7 8 “Toolie Oolie Doolie”.. 7 4 8. -6 10. 3 -S 4 10 36 role in local teen-age social activi- 
stress goes into the Strand theatre, DORIS DAY-B CLARK iCald aie : ties. His record sessions are defi- 
N. Y., for three weeks in mid- rs : Bers egg - nitely of high rating. with local 
month...Danny O’Neil set for two 8 7 Love Somebody”.......-...-.-. 7 . A 5 4__2%6 dialers. . Hold. 
weeks at Last Frontier hotel, Las PIED PIPERS (Capitol 
Vegas, “> 10 Dart ay oo | 9 156 “iy. Bappemews”: 22.26.45 lecies. 4 2 2. ae “HOW'S THAT” 
trio and arry (Hipster) Gibson 5 ; With Harry Howe 
opened at the Blue Note July 6 hv aoe pacipde! weeney 2 2 6 23 Director: Bill Silbert 
..Kai Winding-Buddy Stewart 10 13 pO ON pie ime OPP Ee er ee 6 Biinas 3 be 8 osm, delle euncet 
sextet held over another week at FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) ; Tuesday i ae 
Milwaukee’s Show Boat... Lionel 11A 10 “Dickey Bird Song”............. 6 8 7 12 Local sponsorship 
— oo soe og ei mate a thea- | TEX BENEKE (Victor) ‘ i i - | WJLB, Detroit, Mich. 
re, oledo, uly , 19 owing one- 11B ll “a. Louis Blues March” oéne 08 © 6.0 Newest disk jockey program 
ee Verena Seeten.. | DORIS DAY (Columbia) |here is patterned much after the 
July 16.. Armand Kline, former! | 124 lO RS errr e 3 9 10 yy tak Ae Bw Bnd 4 mg show. 
manager of Mood Music here, has AL TRACE (Regent) thing that ‘dee biet cle, rénia. 
formed a band in Albequerque, 12B 17 “You Call Everybody Darling”.... 10 2 10 tering from first show. He has a 
N. M., for territory work... Heidt | PATTI PAGE (Mercury) | good background; he had been i 
and his radio discoveries set for “ ” | 7 i et : ete 
two weeks at the Oriental theatre 13A a ltlle let SEER Says ee 8 6 8 |TV for sometime previously and 
starting Aug. 5.. Dardanelle and PERRY COMO (Victor) | _ played the nightclub circuit 
her Trio into the Celtic Room ‘hk ce A TS Pea ile 9 8 | | = with his comedy patie. fs 
Monday (5) for an indefinite stay GORDON JENKINS (Decca) nee originates from Detroit ‘ 
Songstress Toni Rami joins = - - 6 newest “after hours” night spot, 
Wayne Gregg’s orch at O Henry 14A Py i. Maybe You ll Be There ee 9 7 | serving food only. Celebrities are 
Ballroom this week ‘ ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) knee-deep in the place and Howe 
f “ i ~ 7 | has inexh tible s ly to call 
14B 9 DD | pee EA eee 5 10 7 as an inexhaustible supply € 
LARRY CLINTON (Decca) eat aan eee | mee ee 
r a Pi 1a i arris, apsie-Maxie 
IT’S A MOST 14C€ Dickey Bird Song”..-...----- ‘ 7 | | Rosenbloom, maestro Bobby Sher- 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) /wood, Frank Remley, of Harris’ 
UNUSUAL DAY 14D 14 “You Were Only Fooling”........ 4 7 | | codie’ cae ae Gamal. 
ANNIE VINCENT (Mercury) ; . All through ge hee phones 
“ A “You Call Everybody Darling” .. 5 6 | .| Xeep ringing and one-way conver- 
wry 3 Vv AUGHN MONROE Tistor™ ~ sation with caller is broadcast. 
wn om TB: vA Re 5 This, too, provides opportunity for 
-“A DATE WITH supy’ 15B It’s Mag re a ee = ee 6 oe brand of dialogue, which is 
; prep eo og ~ 15C 14 “Baby Face”, putat “i seeesecee . le. Sar. 8. .8 "hep. sunoaion” intersperse the 
orate RAY NOBLE ORCHESTRA - pom based on popes oe lis- 
: i 2 3 4 n eners. tan. 
pica to mah top FIVE TOP PROGRESSIVE HITS OF OUR} THE PIRATE GOOD-NEWS | MASTERPIECES 
JAIZ TIMES J. Allyson- f 
COLUMBIA RECORDS ALBUMS niet tatoed (7 Albums) [2 Oarland-G. Kelly, 9 on Glenn Miller A GRE AT 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION Capitol en a M-G-M Victor 
9 
CAVALLARO, ROBBINS Bands at Hotel B.O.’s| RHYTHM BALLAD 
FO RM PUBLISHING 0. Band 3 Hotei Pissed ane ociners 
rmen avaliaro y ee n Dat 
A _ or . Se eect ad RAV Capat: :.... Waldorf (400; $2) ............ 3,320 15,570 
os formec & muse pees | Skitch Henderson. . Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 1 1.445 1,445 
firm in 50-50 partnership with | Ray Eberle*....... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 9 1,375 12,375 | 
Jack Robbins. Company last week | Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ..... 86 800 77,450 | 
~— was chartered in Albany to pub- Lawrence Welk. eee Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) eeees 16 1,550 23,925 | OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
lish musical, dramatic and literary | Carmen Cavallaro... Astor (700; $1-$1.50) ..... : 7 3,945 27,595) 1619 Broadway, New York 
works. 
New organization will be called| * New Yorker, ice show. 
Cavallaro Publications and for the 
time being is to be inactive. Pub- ° 
bery has a capital stock of 200 Chicago é6 7 
shares. Zissu & Marcus were fil- Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
ing attorneys. om ping HEH 
azz at armonic (College Inn, Sherman, 650; $3.50 min.). } 
closed July 4 with poor 900. Panis N A 
Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 300; $3.00 min-$2. cover). | 
| Kay Thompson and the Williams Bros. continues a sellout. Sock 4,000. 
‘ Gooree weenie mor yer Edgewater Beach; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Out- 77 
, oor dancery had a break with the weather and zoomed to terrif 14,000. 
The Rockin’ Chair Lady | Eddie Oliver (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Hildegarde goes into last week with fine 5,000. CHOICE MUSIC, INC. 
' Garet Romero, Prof. Mgr. 
$109 Sunset Blvd. 1576 Broadway 
Los Angeles - Hollywood 46, Cal. New York, N. ¥. 
Miguelito Valdes (Ambassador, 900; $1.50-$2). Good 2,550 tabs. CRestview. ENE OGtemaes 6-1650 
: a Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Hefty 2,800 covers. 
Just Concluded Original Four-Week — " : Teatine® to 94-0-20's 
: Engagement at Location Jobs, Not in Hotels we CITY 
ETY, NEW YORK W 00: $3.50 
CAF E SOCcI ’ Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 500; $3.50 min.). No visiting firemen in 
town this week so covers slipped to 4,800. 
er Thru August 29 Henry King (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Edgewater Beach, with Beach- BL AME 
and Held Over se 4 “a noe affected ballroom. Light 9,000. 
: ' race (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). Opened (30 
3 EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT took in fine 2,600. $ pe (30) and first week ME 
aconn George Winslow (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). South side dancery hold- 
ASOUCTIATED BOOKING CORP. ing up well with excellent 14,000. To M ; é 
JOE cla - S14. Pres : (Los Angeles) aa eee 
York 22 203 No. Wabash Les Brown (Palladium B., Hollywood, 5th wk.). Strong 9,500. JIMMY McHUGH 
Chicago Desi Arnaz (Casino Gardens B., Santa Monica, ist wk.). Good 6.700 ROBBINS 
takers. | 
fing * 
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Atlantic City Speeds Up After Rainy 


June for Sockiest Holiday Weekend 


Atlantic City, July 6. 

After a disastrous, rainy June, 
which dented hotel, niteries and 
peach receipts, the season really 
got under way here past weekend 
with everything pointing to boff 
piz for remainder of summer. 

It started with a three-day holi- 
day, Saturday, Sunday and Mon- 
day, with weather ideal at the 
shore in contrast to the intense 
heat in metropolitan cities. This 
combination is certain to produce 
record crowds in July or August. 

And record crowds certainly 
were here for the Fourth. All the 
spots had more patrons than they 
could handle. The hotels turned 
people away and the overflow 
packed the less desirable avenue 
spots and rooming houses off the 
walk and throughout the inland. 
Piers and film houses also did 
capacity business. 

Last week was one of openings, 
one or two a night, as the hotel 
grills and the walk and avenue 
night spots got underway for the 
10-week season. 

On the ’walk Hotel Ambassador’s 
air-conditioned 22 club opened 
Wednesday night (30) with good 


PEGGY 
O’NEIL 


Currently at 


JIMMY RYAN’S 


EASTSIDE 


55 East 54th (Off Park) 
New York 


Singing 


Peace of Mind 


By Ches. Murray, Bobby Goldman 
and Henry Lawrence 


The Old Ferris Wheel 


By Nick and Chas. Kenny 


A Nickel for a Memory 


By Perry Alexander, Bob Hilliard 
and Ann Beardsley 




















Special Material by MILT FRANCIS 
Vocal Coach: JOHN QUINLAN 

















NICK LUCAS 


Now Appearing 
“KEN MURRAY'S 
BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
El Copiten Theatre 
Hollywood, Cal. 








eS 


COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per book 
FREE COPY OF “HUMOR BUSI- 
NESS,” The Show-Biz Gagazine with 

each $3.00 minimum order. 
Send 10¢ for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, parodies, minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete. 
NO C.O.D.’8 
PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th Street, New York 19 
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crowd inctuding most of the re- 
sort’s hotel folk. Joey Singer’s 
band, songs by Lynn White plus 
Latin American dancers, are of- 
fered for $5 minimum. 


Chelsea Grille next door had 
summer opening Friday night (2), 
with Pupi Campo orchestra, Jerry 
Cooper and 4 Music Makers. 

President hotel’s Round-the- 
World room got underway with 
Sacasas rhumba band, Argueso’s 
Latin American orch and Los Bur- 
rancos, Afro-Cuban dancers. Tray- 
more opened its Submarine room 
with most local big shots on hand. 


As for night clubs, Count Basie 
and band is at the Paradise, reput- 
edly the oldest nightclub in Amer- 
ica. 

Bath and Turf club opened 
Thursday (1) with Di Castro sis- 
ters, Jackie Small, Marian Calla- 
han, Alma Santa and Paul Martelli 
rhumba band. Lambs club has 
Jackie Davis and Betty Cobb plus 
television. Cliquot layout has 
Barton Bros. Jose Pillado rhumba 
orch are back at the Hialleah. B. 
S. Pulley and H. S. Gump are top- 
ping at the Jockey club. 500 club 
has Del Casino, Steve Murray, 
Chris Kerrigan, Ann Hathaway, 
Danny Hoctor and Betty Byrd. No 
cover policy. Ink Spots are top- 
lining at Orsatti’s, Somefs Point. 
Club Nomad has Steve Gibson and 
Red Caps plus Roy Branker, with 
no cover or minimum. Babette’s is 
Kay Carole and “Tommy,” other 
acts including Frances Martin. 
Sandra Kiraly, Ronnie King, Mil- 
dred Ray line and Benny Morris 
band. 

Dude Ranch also got under way 
offering floor show plus Alex 
Barth’s Musical Outlaws. 





Weinger Irons Out Snafus, 
Launches 1006 Stock Deal 


For New Copacabana, Miami 


Miami Beack, July 6. 


Stock issue being offered to 
private buyers for rebuilding of 
fire devastated Copacabana here, 
is picking up momentum, with 
Murray Weinger going ahead with 
plans for the new club, designed 
by Norman-Bel Geddes, for a De- 
cember opening. 

Stock is not being offered to the 
public, but to private parties as a 
confined issue, with a limit of 10 
shares to each buyer at $100 par. 
First of top names that played the 
spot in recent seasons to buy in is 
Hildegarde and her manager, Anna 
Sosenko. 

Current estimates call for a half- 
million dollar expenditure before 
new Copa is ready for debut. Re- 
cent litigation among owners of 
the land on which the club is sited 
has also been cleared up. There’s 
a possibility that Weinger may 
buy the property. 


Healy’s Cafe, N.Y., Opens 
Sans Shows Until Fall 


Healy’s Cafe, N. Y., occupying 
the site of the former Thomas 
Healy’s Golden Glades, opened 
last week after encountering dif- 
ficulties that oo delayed the 
opening for months. 
ee is operated by Gerald 
Healy, son of the late Thomas 
Healy, and Dan Healy, vaude and 
nitery comedian, not related. For 
the present they're operating bar 
and cocktail lounge sans enter- 
tainment but plan installing bands 
and shows*in Old New Yorker room 
in autumn. 

Healy’s Glades was one of the 
plushier spots of the lush Prohibi- 
tion era. 
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RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 
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Former Bandleader Takes 
Over Tenafly, N.J., Nitery 


Bobby Madero, former band- 
leader, has taken over the Moulin 
Rouge, Tenafly, N. J., from the 
Buddy Baker interests, which op- 
erated spot for several years. 
Baker will concentrate on his other 
nitery, Red Latern, Paterson, N. J. 

Spot will close for two weeks 
for refurbushing. Upon reopening 
it will spot a satirical version of 
“Ten Nights In a Barroom,,” pro- 
duced by Robert Conklin. Also an 
olio of oldtimer acts along lines of 
current policy at the Old Knick 
Music Hall, N. Y. Joe Wright will 
book spot. 





‘Circus Animals 


Led to Safety 
In A.C. Pier Fire 


Atlantic City, July 6. 

While five lions roared in fear 
and trainers led a baby elephant, 
trained dogs and ponies to safety, 
firemen fought a stubborn biaze at 
the end of Hamid’s Million Dollar 
Pier early Wednesday morning 
(30). Blaze was finally gotten un- 
der control after giving George 
Hamid, Sr., bad scare as spot just 
opened featuring the International 
Industrial Exposition. Hamid said 
damage amounted to $4,000, most 
of it equipment and costumes. 

Animals are owned by Edward 
Widaman and are appearing with 
exhibit. Fire started at extreme 
end of pier beneath circus plat- 
form. It spread to circus tent and 
a chrome-plated dancing platform, 
both destroyed. For a time it was 
feared that lions would also be 
lost but flames were under control 
before reaching cages. 

Firemen could hear the roar of 
the lions as they fought the blaze 
amid dense, impenetrable smoke 
in the darkness. When the fire was 
controlled it was found that one 
of the three cages housing the 
beasts had been seared but the an- 
imals only badly frightened. 

So badly scared were they that 
a few days later a pier visitor got 
a bit too close to a cage and one 
of the lions reached out and 
clawed his arm so badly that he 
was hospitalized. 





Audience Braves Two-Hour 
Downpour for Judy Canova 
Show in Oklahoma City 


Oklahoma City, July 6. 

After breaking records here on 
July 4, Judy Canova last night set 
an all-time record in nearby Dun- 
ean, a town of 17,000, by playing to 
10,000 persons—more than half the 
population—who sat through a 
blinding rainstorm in an outdoor 
stadium ‘to see the film and radio 
star with her unit of 40 persons. 
Star and her troupe, as drenched 
as the audience, played for more 
than two hours on an uncovered 
stage at the height of the storm. 

Despite the downpour fans began 
arriving an hour before show time 
and not one left during the per- 
formance. “This is the first time I 
have ever taken a dunking in Dun- 
can,” the comedienne told her audi- 
ence. 

Miss Canova and her show leave 
today for Tulsa where the advance 
sale for the one-night appearance 
is $10,041. The star’s tour of one- 
night appearances, which has al- 
ready taken her throvgh Texas and 
New Mexico, will extend into Ar- 
kansas, Tennessee, Alabama, Geor- 
gia, North and South Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, Michigan, Ohio, Kansas, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Illinois and 
Canada, 





Baton Rouge Nitery 
Razed in 300G Fire 


Chicago, July 6. 

Club Ballerina, Baton Rouge, La., 
which opened June 25 was de- 
stroyed by fire last week. Esti- 
mated loss is set at $300,000. Buddy 
Hisey orch lost their instruments 
and arrangements. Jane Brady, 
dancer, lost her costumes. Origin 
of fire was not determined. 

Vuci is transfering the band and 
acts over to his other nitery, Club 
Belvidere, and receipts for the first 
three days will be turned over to 
the musicians and acts to cover 
their losses. Ballerina will prob- 
ably rebuild in the fall. 





AGVA to Crack Down on French Talent 
Reneging on 7, Payments to Paris Govt. 





Olsen & Johnson Producing 
Show for Canadian Expo 


Toronto, July 6. 


* American Guild of Variety Art- 


ists last week gave Dave Fox, 
union’s asst. national director, the 
greenlight to speed up lagging co- 
operation with the French govern- 
| ment. Also to crack down imme- 
| diately on French talent here that 





Inkéd to produce the grandstand | hasn’t been living up to their pact 


show at the Canadian National Ex- 
hibition here during August-Sep- 
tember, Olsen and Johnson planed 
in from New York and planed back 
the same day after looking over 
the C. N. E. layout where a new 


$3,000,000 grandstand, facing Lake | 


Ontario, is nearing completion 
after the old one burned down. 
They were accompanied by Leon 
Leonidoff of Radio City Music Hall. 


They may produce a combined 
water revue and ice show but this 
isn’t definite. They have lined up 
several circus acts for the first 
half, with second to be the usual 
Olsen and Johnson zany-fest. Un- 
derstood they will have a 48-girl 
line, which is where Leonidoff 
comes in. Their own show is not 
lined up yet but wili incorporate a 
troupe of midgets they brought 
back after recent visit to England. 
New C. N. E. grandstand seats 
26,500. 





Winston, Spiegel Bros. 
Take Over Rathskeller, 
Philly, From Kaliners 


Philadelphia, July 6. 

The 16-year-old night club dy- 
nasty of the Kaliner Bros. (Max, 
Joe and Sy) ended Saturday night 
(3) with the sale and closing of the 
Little Rathskeller, one of Philly’s 
oldest and most successful niteries. 

The Kaliners, who reputedly 
amassed a fortune via their trans- 
formed drug-store basement, re- 
ceived $44,000 for the spot. Pur- 


chasers were Jackie Winston, 
comedian, the Spiegel Bros., local 
concessionaires. 


The Little Rathskeller began its 
career right after prohibition re- 
peal, when the Kaliners opened up 
in the basement of their corner 
pharmacy. Spot caught on fast and 
the Kaliners continually enlarged 
until the Rathskeller ran virtually 
the length of the block and in- 
cluded a merry-go-round bar and 
and other features. 


Many of the name nitery acts 
played at the Little Rathskeller 
some time in their career, gener- 
ally in the earlier, less remunera- 
tive years. The Ink Spots, among 
others got their start there. 


Continued illness of Max, oldest 
brother, plus a divergent interest 
in real estate holdings, prompted 
the Kaliners to give up the club, 
probably the town’s most consist- 
ently profitable after-dark opera- 


| by failing to remit to AGVA a per- 
| centage of salaries, set by the pact, 
|for transfer to their mother coun- 
| try. Move was activated by a blast 
from the French government that 
|AGVA had been reneging on the 
pact covering earnings and takeout 
pay of U. S. talent in France and 
French artists in America. ’ 
Fox retaliated by citing the 
shirkers “unfair” and notifying 
their representatives, agents and 
employers that they won’t be per- 
mitted to continue employment 
with them unless they adjust cur- 


rent claims. Topping the list of 
those branded “unfair” are Lu- 
cienne Boyer, songstress: Sido 


Remy, currently appearing at Villa 
Venice, Chicago, and four acts with 
the Ringling Bros., Barnum & 
Bailey Circus. Latter are Natal, 
the monkey man; Claude Vallois, 
Chrysis De La Grangs and Rose 
Gould Trio. It’s withholding such 
action on Suzy Solidor, chanteuse 
(Continued on page 40) 
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Ohio 


Columbus, July 6. 

Ohio Liquor Department has re- 
vamped regulations to prevent 
owners of nightclub licenses from 
selling places within six months 
after getting. licenses. Dale Duni- 
fon, state liquor director, said ex- 
ceptions may be made in unusual | 
cases. 

Regulation was prompted to pre- | 





vent “as near as possible undue | $20,000. 


trafficking and _ profiteering in | 
liquor _ licenses.” Dunifon 
clared: 


“We have no desire to interfere 
with anyone’s business rights and 


CAPPELLA 
PATRICIA 


“THE SHOW WAS STOPPED BY A 
THUNDER OF APPLAUSE BY A 
CHEERFUL AMERICAN GIRL 
NAMED PATRICIA, WITH A 
LOVELY FIGURE AND HER PART- 
NER CAPPELLA. THEY COULD 
HAVE CONTINUED ALL NIGHT AS 
FAR AS THE AUDIENCE WAS 
CONCERNED.” 
By LEONARD MOSLEY, 


London Daily Express, 
June 18. 


“DANCERS ARE STOPPING THE 
SHOW ... THE AUDIENCE ROSE 
TO APPLAUD CAPPELLA AND 
PATRICIA.” 
SUNDAY PICTORIAL, 
June 21. 


with “A LA CARTE” Revue 


at the SAVOY THEATRE 
LONDON 

















Liquor Bd. Revamps Code 
To Curb Bartering of Cafe Licenses 


de- |up was the liquor department’s re- 


privileges, but we certainly are go- 
ing to do what we can to prevent 
liquor permits from being bartered 
to the highest bidder,” he added. 

Dunifon then cited instance im | 
which a tavern owner had offered | 
his place for sale at a price of $13,- | 
000. He was issued a night ond 
permit, which carries a $1,000 an- 
nual fee, and permits him to re- 





|main open until 2:30 a.m., and his | 


sale price immediately jumped to 
First crack down under new set- 


| jection of an application for sale 
| and substitution of a night club 
|}permii issued Aprii 26 to Thomas j 
| Lockwood, operator of the Horse- 
shoe Grill here. About 4,000 li- 
leenses changed hands last year, 
i Dunifon said. 


| Future of G.V. Inn, NLY., 
- Dubious Unless Payoff 
 0f$5,100 Salary Claims 


Future of the Greenwich Village 
Inn, N. Y., as a necturnal spot is 
|} hanging in the air. Inn has been 
shuttered for some time and un- 
likely to reopen under aegis of 
present lessees, a corporation 
headed by Eddie and Rocky Cam- 
era. It's reported the latter may 
unlead to new interests, probably 
to a syndicate that would convert 
into classy chowmeinerie. 

Early foldo of the show room 
last January was due to action of 
American Guild -of Variety Artists 
for salary claims against the oper- 
ators. Most of the indebtedness, 
however, did not accrue at the Inn 
but rather from an ill-fated attempt 
to operate the Ross-Fenton Farm 
in New Jersey. Frances Faye and 
Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals were booked into spot last 
June. When authorities clamped 
the lid on gambling casinos, the 
operation couldn’t pay off. On that 
fold, according to Dave Fox, assist- 














ant national director of AGVA, the 





HELD OVER 4th WEEK 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
NEW YORK 


Thanks to LEON LEONIDOFE 
Oir.: BATTY ROSEN 








"off all claims, which it never did. 








Camera freres owed Miss Faye 
$4,000 in salary and the Rascals, 
$1,500. 

When AGVA attempted to level 
on the Inn for these clims, they 
were told that the R-F fiasco had 
been Rocky Camera’s solo opera- 
tion and that since he was no 
longer connected with the Inn, 
union allowed G.V. spot to reopen 
and continue until December when 
Jean Parker, last to be featured 
there, filed a claim for $600 due as 
part salary on an unfulfilled con- 
tract. AGVA'’s investigation in that 
matter revealed that Rocky Camera 
was still in on Inn operation and 
closed the spot until it could pay 





Kenny’s Estate to Kin 
New Albany, Ind., July 6. 
Charles Elbert (Blue Bert) Ken- 
ney, former vaude and minstrel 
performer, who died June 18, left 
an estate listed at $6,000. 
Beneficiaries are his brother and 
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Joe Laurie, Jr. 


ef the "Down Memory Lane” and 
“Can You Top This” Laaries 
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EARL CARROLL'S STAFF 
CARRIES ON IN H’WOOD 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Operation of Earl Carroll's 
nitery is being handled by the 
club’s staff with Virginia Lear, 
business manager, as acting head. 
Present setup will continue until 
the will of Carroll, who was kilied 
in an air crash two weeks ago, de- 
termines otherwise. Sam Wolf, 
Carroll’s attorney, is expected to 





3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 


EDITION 
to be published this month 


Beaches, Resorts 
Get Their First 











Beaches and resorts in and near | 
New York and the New Jersey | 
coast got their first seasonal break 
over the past weekend. 

Coney Island, the Rockaways, 
Rye Beach, South, Graham and 
Midland beaches, latter trio in 
Staten Island, N. Y., played host 
collectively to more than 3,000,000 
people. Coney and the Rockaways, 
of course, got the major crowds. 
Despite the warnings of the Health 
Dept. anent pollution at the beach- 
es, the sweltering mobs gave it the 
go-by and cavorted in the surf in 
large numbers. Bathing pavilions 
did their boffest take in many 
years. Rides, shows, cafes and res- 
taurants also got their share of the 
crowds. Even operators of juice 
joints, frozen custard, hot dog 
stands and like spots were jovial. 

Hudson River Day Line and ex- 
cursion boats leaving from N. Y. 
docks were taxed to capacity, also 
new line running to Rockaway 
Beach. Marine authorities and reps 
of boat companies were on hand to 
circumvent over - loading. Conse- 
quently many late-comers were left 
on the pier. Palisades. Park, N. J,. 
and adjacent salt water pool did 
sock biz. So did the rubberneck 
wagons in Broadway area. Sight- 
seeing companies pressed extra 
buses into service and augmented 
staffs of steerers so as not to over- 
look any wayward coin around. 

Broadway, itself, was the pro- 
verbial deserted village, as far as 
promenaders were concerned. Most 
were cooling off in air-conditioned 
cinemas or legits. 


ANDREWS OUT OF ROXY 
DUE TO MOTHER’S DEATH 


Andrews Sisters dropped out of 
the Roxy, N. Y., bill after Friday 
(2) night show upon learning their 





stroke at her home in Hollywood. 
Trio planed out Saturday morning 
and reportedly were at her bedside 
before she died. 

According to Sammy Rausch, 
Roxy booker, it had been expected 
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Break of Season 


mother had suffered a paralytic | N 


| file the will this week. 

| Wolf has been named as execu- 

|tor of the estate of Beryl Wallace, 

| who was killed in the same crash. 
There are no indications who will 

| be executor of the Carroll estate. 





Heavy Advance for Autry 
| Rodeo in Salt Lake 
| Salt Lake City, July 6. 
| Gene Autrey’s World Champion- 


| ship Rodeo, slated to appear at the | 


| State Fairgrounds July 19 - 24, 
| started its advance sale last week, 
and early reports indicate the cow- 
| pokes will hit the jackpot at the 
b.o. 


Harris Donating 
Icer’s Preem Com 
To AC. Scout Fund 


Atlantic City, July 6. 

John Harris’ “Ice Capades” 
open season herein city’s audi- 
torium with benefit performance 
tomorrow (7) night. Ice show will 
run for 10 weeks, closing Labor 
Day. 

Harris, for past three years, has 
turned his take from preem show 
over to the Press Club of Atlantic 
City’s Boy Scout fund. Total each 


season is between $5,000 and 
$6,000 and is used by Scout coun- 
cil to rebuild Camp Walter E. 
Edge, local scout’s camp. 














The fairgrounds can handle 
about 8,000 a performance, and at 
$3 top the maximum gross can hit | 
in the neighborhood of 80G. 


Redeos are always top draws here. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 6. 
George Fee, chairman of “We 
The Patients,” has appointed Carl 
and June Kessler, Joe DeNicolo, 
Tom Curry, Ines Groething and 
Ann Rowe to assist him in arrang- 
ing lawn party set for late July. 
Arthur Proffitt progressing nice- 
ly and upped for meals; ditto for 
Andy Grainger. 
After two months of hospitaliza- 


tion in the Memorial hospital, 
N. . C., Jack Clancy returned 
here last week. 


John (IATSE) Binkley back at 
the lodge after 19-day furlough to 
Lancaster, Pa. 

Walter Hoban, _ ex- Rogerite, 
floored with a relapse and bedded 
at Bellevue hospital, N. Y. C. 


The A. H. Hillcoats and Fred- 
erick Rose planea in from N. Y. C. 
to visit Dr. Francisco Montana, 
who is doing nicely. 

Two new niterys tiave been add- 
ed in this area; Koilege Kiub and 
Tuffy’s Tavern. 


“Highlights of 1948,” musical 
revue produced by Eddie Vogt at 
the local Town Hail, was a sellout. 
Proceeds go to General hospital 
here. 

Walter Yost, Jr., and Robert 
po meael -_ a of the Yest 

ircuit, in to ogle the lodge and 
visit Charlie Kaufhold. aise 

Birthday greetings are in order 
to John Binkley, Helen Grupp and 
Andrew Grainger, ail at the 
Rogers. 

Helen Pelechowicz cheered by 
visit from the William Strongs, 
—_ shot in from Merchantsville, 


Sydney ohen, former patient at 
the Rogers, now at National Jew- 
ish hospital, Denver. 


Frank (Par) Hynes drew good 


medical report that ups him for 
meals and mild exercise. 





that the singing trio, who had been 
headlining the show, would fiy 
back to N. Y. immediately if their 
mother had recovered. But when 
she died Saturday (3) that changed 
matters and girls withdrew entire- 
ly from bill. 

Incident caused some confusion, 
causing theatre to post announce- 
ments in theatre lobby to effect 
they would not appear but thus far 
has been carrying on without a re- 
placement. It’s stated that an- 
other act, not of headline calibre, 
may be added to show later in 
week. 


Village Grove Reopens 


Village Grove, Greenwich Vil- 
lage, N. Y., which reopened after 
having been shuttered for some 
time, has reinstated floorshow pol- 
icy on weekends for summer, but 
plans going full week in autumn. 
Spot is playing four acts on 
weekly change basis and has also 
installed swing and rhumba com- 
bos for customer dansapation. 


Borge Back From Denmark 
Victor Borge, who returned last 
week from Denmark, opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.) at the Mounds Club, 
Cleveland. The date is for two 
weeks. 

He's also set for a guest spot 
Noy. 16 with, the Pi sym- 
phony o: pty ae esagaitgele 











Helen Morris, legit actress, 
upped for meals and film shows. 

Mac Kaye, brother of Danny, at- 

hg a convention at Saranac 

Inn, took time out to visit gang 
at the sanatorium. 

Dolly Gallagher elated over 
clinic report which ups her for 
meals and out of san visiting. 


Write to those who are ill. 
TN a a RT RPG RN rt 


BERT 


FROHMAR 


Singing 
The Solid Songs of the Moment 


CAFE JAMES 


42 East 50th St. 
New York 


The Old Ferris Wheel 


By Nick and Charles Kenny 


-Monmarte Rese 
By Tommy Lymes 


Gee, But It’s Tough When 
The Gang’s Gone Home 


(The Kansas City Torch) 
By Tommy Lymer 


Special Material by MILT FRANCIS 
Vecal Coach: JOHN QUINLAN 




















JACK PARKER 


-"“THE JACK 
OF CLUBS” 


THREE 
RIVERS INN 


SYRACUSE 


Available July 15 


Management : 
TOM €ITZPATRICK 


Beoked by 
GENERAL ARTISTS 
CORPORATION 




















FIREWORKS BIDS 


For Worcester Centennial 
July 25-July 31st 


Fireworks bids for Worces- 
ter Ceniennial are now be- 
ing accepted and will be 
opened 12 noon July 12th. 


Contact JAMES D. O'BRIEN 
Rm. 5, City Hall, Worcester, Mass. 
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SURF CLUB 
WILDWOOD, N. J. 
All Major Networks, 


Theatres and Clabs, 
U. 6. and Canada 


AMERICA’S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 






2908 REO building, New York 29, MN. Y. 


RCA 
VICTOR 
FAVORITES 











KAY 
, WINDING 








Featuring GENE (RED TOP) AMMONS 


New at STAGE DOOR, Milwaukee 
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Night Club Reviews 


Slapsy Maxie'e, “L.A. 
Los Angeles, July 1. 
Paul Draper, Mickey Katz (6), 


Wayne, Trixie, Dick 
Drabile Orch; minimum $3.50 
weeknights, $4 Saturdays. 





Just about everybody’s tastes are 
catered to in this layout, the re- 
sult being an okay bistro bill that 
runs an hour. ; 

Top-spetted Paul Draper dis- 
plays a potent flair for humor in 
this engagement. Opening at a dis- 
acvantage when his ‘music failed 
to arrive in time for rehearsal, 
Draper worked only with pianist 
John Coleman. His patter in in- 
troducing each routine, and a num- 
ber of humorous asides, quickly 
won over that segment of the au- 
dience inclined to regard his terp 
style as too highbrow, and he went 
en to score a solid hit. Routines, 
of course, are topnotch and dem- 
onstrate clearly why Draper stands 
at the top of his field. Best of the 
numbers are the “folk song” 
dances and the “dancehall” rou- 
ine. 

; Making a _ nitery bow here, 
Mickey Katz and his crew live up 
to expectations with a yockful rou- 
tine. It’s pure corn but the kernels 
are carefully arranged and the hu- 
mor flows freely. There's. more 
than a slight tendency to follow 
the Spike-Jones formula but num- 
bers are carefully plotted and each 
member of the crew knows how to 
deliver. Katz wisely has worked 
out new numbers for the stint, 
leaving “Tico, Tico,” and other 
platter hits to creep into. the act 


in answer to audience demands. 
Result is fresh material that 
pleases. 


Frances Wayne holds the vocal 
spotlight, smacking across four 
numbers with ease to earn a beg- 
off. Opener, Trixie, gets the show 
off to a fast start with a whirlwind 
juggling routine. 

Dick Stabile’s orch backs show 
and handles terping tunes. Kap. 


Cascades Room, N. Y. 
(Hotel Biltmore) 

Richard Himber Band (16) with 
Pat O'Connor; Harold Nagle Band 
(6); Duval; no dinner minimum; 
$1-1.50 cover after 10. 





Richard Himber has long since 
fancied himself a magician, and 
as a bandleader on this date at the 
Biltmore he’s plying his amateur 
trade with professional acumen. 
You need magic to fill this room 
with danceable music. It’s so 
spread out that it makes it rough 
on any performer, whether on the 
bandstand or the floor. 

Outside of that, though, Himber 
is fronting the music with an af- 
fable personality and a brand of 
dansapation that’s plenty okay for 
the visiting firemen who frequent 
this hostelry. Himber, himself, is 
contributing a little magico stuff 
on his own in a novel little bit, 
and he generally ingratiates him- 
self with what at this catching was 
a remarkably subdued (for him) 
peg 

ris no mean feat of legerdemain 
in itself. 

The layout. consists of three 
fiddies, girl] harpist, four reeds, 
four brass and three rhythm, plus 
Himber. It’s a sweet-music outfit, 
ot course, with Pat O’Connor, the 
girl vocalist, handling her songs 
in perhaps too-deadpan fashion. 

The bill’s only act, as such, is 
Duval, who also performs magic. 
He’s a standard performer in the 
Continental and American cafes, 
and he does nicely here. 

Harold Nagle is the standby 
band, a longtime holdover. 

Kahn. 


Clever Club, Miami 
Miami, July 5. 
Carlos Ramirez. Jay Jayson, 
argo Wade, Aurora Roche-Car- 
lyle Dancers (14), Tony Lopez 
reh: $3 minima. 





Though featuring only three acts, 
the new Clover Club show hits a 
Winter season pace via lavish and 
imaginative production sequences 
Staged by Aurora Roche and Car- 
lyle which feature their exotic 

st Indian terpings. 

On the specialty side, Carlos 

mirez toplines and scores in 
usual lusty fashion. Though handi- 
Capped by a cold, he displays a full 
ranging voice for top reception. 
Whether a light, rhythmic chant 
or Latin Classic, he is rewarded by 
hefty palming. | 

ay Jayson, young comic who 
has been ‘held over, and this time 
Out offers a new assortment of 
routines that garners laughs and 
applause. He’s eliminated most of 

S former bluish stuff and gets 
Over in neat style. 

Standout would naturally be the 
Aurora Roche-Carlyle troupe if for 
costuming and groupings alone. 
Topper is an Indonese routine thai 
duo and: oozes class. Other 





numbers are also done expertly. 
Margo Wade impressed with her 
spintaps, but a change of costume 
to a slack outfit that could enhance 
her whirl and precision routines. 
Tony Lopez and his orch back- 
ground in top manner and handle 
the dance seshes smartiy. Lary. 





Venetian Room. 8S. F. 
(FAIRMONT HOTEL) 
San Francisco, June 28. 
Larry Adler, with Estelle Caen; 
Dick LaSalle Orch (10); $1.50 
cover, $2 Saturdays. 





It is quite an accomplishment 
for an entertainer to achieve 
popularity as a musician with an 
instrument as iimited in scope as 
the harmonica. That Larry Adler 
has achieved wonders with it is 
attested to by the increased popu- 
larity he has achieved. His cur- 
rent stand in the plushy Venetian 
Room of the Fairmont hotel is no 
exception. He is attracting the 
cafe society set with his range of 
numbers—-classica!, popular and 
boogie—aided by some _ pleasing 
chatter, which holds throughout. 
Some of his items are less music 
than musical acrobatics, but they 
like it and clamor for more. 

Tossing off such tunes as “Begin 
the Beguine,” “The Girl With the 
Flaxen Hair,” “Roumanian Rhap- 
sody,” “Hand to Mouth” ‘his own 
composition), ‘‘Malaguena,” etc., 
Adler wins plenty salvos. His 40 
minutes on stage is meaty and ver- 
satile stuff. ianoing of Estelle 
Caen provides excellent backing. 

Muste by Dick LaSalle’s orch 
provides sweet and perky music 
for the customer dancing. Ted. 


Heuse of Harris, S.F. 


San Francisco, July 1. 
Rose Marie, Al Wallace Oreh 
(7); Cover, $1. 


have ability to act, too, and play | 


A part... 2. 
Walker says his records indicate 
several potential, fresh comics 


who, if handled properly, are ripe 
for the fall. Sweeney and March, 


capable actors whe have knocked ; 


off their previous rough spots, 
and perfected their timing, are 
one team. Danny Thomas, adds 
Waiker, can’t miss, if given a 
good air character and supporting 
players. Another is Jack Paar. 
Paar, says Walker, started last 
year with no air character—just 
good timing and a voice. There 
were also flaws in his air format. 
If a good air character is de- 
veloped tor him, and he conforms 
to it, he’ll go places. 


New Acts 


ROSE THURSTON 
Comedy-Dancing 
9 Mins. 
Village Barn, N. Y. ° 

Rose Thurston makes liberal use 
of grimaces and exaggerated man- 
nerisms in a turn which evidently 
is designed to rib the hillbillies. 
A slim brunet, her style is vaguely 
reminiscent of Cass Daley. Does a 
couple of bucolic vocals, “I'H Stay 
Up in the Hills” and “What a 
Beautiful Hunk of a Man” for fair 
results. 

Gal also does a zany dance. As 
a finale she seats herself on a chair 
in the middle of the floor, changes 
her shoes, then does some deadpan 
terping while still seated. It’s a 
fair act for a not too choosy audi- 
ence. Gilb. 

















PAT & BUD 
Comedy-Dancing 
10 Mins. 
Village Barn, N. Y. 
Pat and Bud are a youthful 








And a subdued Him- |= 





The savvy which comes from ex- 
perience was evident at the House 
of Harris, when Rose Marie took 
over without fuss or fanfare to 
click solidly in her 35-minute song 
session. Neatly gowned in a blue 
spangled item, and with solid 
special material, she easily. hit the 
applause jackpot. rm 

Teeing off with “Mama Says No, 
which sets her solidly, she follows 
with rhumba-rhythm “Open Up The 
Door Mama,” “Never Make Eyes 
at The Guys What Are Bigger Than 
You,” and “Nellie Paid the Mort- 
gage on The Farm” a hill billyish 
comedy number. All scored big. 
Encores with “My Blue Heaven’ 
for additional plaudits. For begoff 
she does her slick impresh of 
Jimmy Durante to top everything. 

Room well-filled at opening con- 
sidering biz slump all over town. 

Al Wallace orch does usual good 
showbacking and equally adept on 
the dance tunes. Ted. 
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against him, came back new this 
past season. 

There are roughly three groups 
of comics avilable this fall, ac- 
: ing to Walker, (a) 
Pret topflight comedians; (‘b) the 
middle-group who have been on a 
season or so, sponsored once Or 
twice, with Hoopers of 8 or 10, 
and (c) the younger, new come- 
dians who have had enough air 
experience to perfect their timing 
and technique. From the stand- 
point of economy, with the pre- 
valent tendency to cut budgets, 
Walker believes the new group 
has the best potential. 

That Hooper Risk 

Tendency is down in Hooperat- 
ings as well as in sponsor pay de- 
sire, he says. If you buy a top- 
bracket comic, you're paying top 
price and risk the loss of Hoopers, 
loss of a supporting stooge or 
writer to another program, or to 
tele, ete. The middle-bracket 
comic, in the $3/4.000 price-tag 
show, had some flaw in his pre- 
vious appearances to account for 
the 8 or 10 Hooper. The listner 
has to be resold that he’s differ- 
ent and better, which is tough to 
do, while the comic still wants 
his 2G or 3G a broadcast. 

The third bracket, says Walker. 
hasn't tasted success yet. He can 
be bought at a price, allowing for 
extra coin to be spent on goo 
writers, on good supporting stoog- 
es, to help make a_ show. The 
only thing necessary, in putting 
on a young comic, says Walker, 
is to make sure they have a good 
air character before they go on. 
Plus some good support and writ- 
ing. Some new comics forget, 
Walker adds, that a good comedian 
-is net just a joke-teller- but must © 





the big- | 


mixed team whose repertoire com- 
bines a takeoff on radio commer- 
cials along with some fair terp 
routines. Couple opens with a 
Jittle stepping then follows with a 
burlesque of the early morning 
“Mr. and Mrs.” breakfast shows. 
Poking satire at radio is gener- 
ally good for audience laughs, but 
Pat and Bud are inclined to stretch 
the ribbing, thus spoiling its effec- 
tiveness. Lean male and his blonde 
partner close with a fast Lindy for 
so-so returns. Pair needs plenty 
of further seasoning before they're 
ready for the better cafes. Gilb. 


FRED & SLEDGE 


Apollo, N. Y. 

A Negro male tap team clad in 
dark suits and flaring red ties, 
Fred and Sledge is an average turn 
which differs little from similar 
dancing acts. Boys open with some 
brisk footwork, then contrib a nov- 
elty vocal. They do a bit of in- 
dividual challenge stuff. and blend 
later for some fast woneene to win 
an okay reception at this Harlem 
vaude house. 

Team impresses as a satisfactory 
unit for theatres and niteries using 
sepia talent, but aren't quite ripe 
for the deluxe spots. Gilb. 


No Test Case | 


tee. Based on Par’s previous stance 
on the matter, however, it’s be- 
lieved that the theatre might again 
pick up a pool show, with or with- 
out permission. Thus, the long- 
awaited test case may still be in 
the works. 

















Continued from page 5 





Par tele veepee Paul Raibourn 
‘has indicated repeatedly his views 
|\that the pool has no right to —pro- 
|hibit the theatre from telecasting 
‘a pooled program. According to 
/Raibourn, such program material 
‘constitutes public service — stuff. 
| Thus, any action by the pool to ban 
| seven would lay the broadcasters 
open to anti-trust proceedings un- 
der the Sherman Act. Pool. for its 
| part, resolved before the GOP con- 
‘clave started that there were to be 
‘no pickups for any place at which 
‘an admission charge is made. 

| Par violated that resolution June 
24. when it transmitted the accept- 
‘ance speech of Gov. Thomas E. 
Dewey on the Broadway house's 
| screen, as broadcast by the pool. 
‘Show was transcribed via Par’s in- 


d termediate film method of theatre 


tele. Move aroused vociferous 
complaints from the pool members, 
but it’s believed they cooled off 
‘sufficiently before last Friday's 
meet to bypass the alleged viola- 
tion as something which had 
already been done. Thus, their 
‘future action will lie in attempting 
‘to prevent a repeat performance of 
the unsanctioned pickups. 





Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JULY 7 


whether full 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; 
(P) Paramount; (R) HKO; (8) Stell; (W) Warmer; (WH) Walter 


Numerals tm connection with bills below indicate opening day ef shaw 


or split week. 


(L) Leew; (M) Mess; 
Meude 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 8 
Lena Horne 

Paul Winchell 
Jerry Mahoney 
Dunhills 

Skinnay Ennis Orc 
Music Mall (J) 8 
Helene & Howard 
Van Grona 
Margaret Sande 

nh Tetley-Kardes 
June Forest 

t & F Vantett 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 

Sym Ore 
Paramoecnt (P) 7 
Sam Denahue Bd 
Jo Stafford 
‘Leorglie Kaye 
Lane ttros 

Roxy (1) 7 
tal Masque 

bean Martin 
Jerry Lewis 

t‘arol Lynne 
Arneld Seda 
Strand (W) 9 
Rob Crosby Orc 
Youmans & Fr’nces 
Paul Regan 

Toy & Wing 
BRONX 


Crotena (1) 12-13 
Lob Moward 

Herk & Hollow 
Doris & Lee 

(2 to fill) 

QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 7-10 
Gilwone & Starr 
Ttiek Layne 
Gloria Parker 
Hoddy Kbsen 
St Leon Troupe 

i-8 

Gloria Villar 
The St Clairs 
‘2 to fill) 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (1) 4 
F Lingt'rd & J Hall 
HMdward Bros 
Steve Evans 
M Shaw Dancers 
The Madcaps 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 8 
Romaine & Babbit 
Jimmy Leeds 
Morey & Baton 
Lester Cole-& Debs 
State (1) 8-10 
Rich'’d-Adair D'ne’r 
Dennis & Thomps’n 
Danny Shaw 
11-14 
A Donnelly & Bob 


BRI 


BIRMINGHAM 


Hippodrome (M) 5 
3 Shades 

Nierry Macs 

tilsie Bower 

jronald Leers 

Scoit Sanders 
Suzette Varri 


| Arnaut Bros 


Maurice Colleano C 
Yvoune Watts 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 5 
Lucerne Skaters 
Charlie Kunz 
Derothy Gray Co 
Wences 

Newman Twins 
Lew Parker 

D& J O'Gorman 
Balmoral 4 


BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 5 
And So We Go On 
issy Bonn 
Tt & D Kendall 
Norry 
A & © Kemble 
Peterson Bros 
Vrancanss 
Jack Welly Co 
CARDIVE 
New (8) 5 
Monie tey 
tieo Doonan 
> Arniey & Gloria 
Vvaul Wingrave Co 
: Pirates 
tieo Betton 
Dagmar & Rell 
M'D’nald & Graham 
CHISWICK 
Empire (8S) 5 
Rawies & Landauer 
Jimmy James Co 
tiodfrey & herby 
Jove Moreno Co 
eb Grey 
Norman Carroll 
* Valers 
Vie Ray 3 

EDINBURGH 
Albambra (M) 5 
Crackerjack 
Jael Radcliffe 
ten Yost toe 


Mervyn Saunders 
Helen Norman 
Vaulu Gray 


Jacanelyn Dunbar 
Have Jacktey 

V,& WT. Preston 
Roy Allen 
12 Siarlets 
FINSKURY 
Empire (M) 
Sereno & Joy 
Martha Raye 
Frank VPresten 
fackie Hunter 
itall 


PARK 
5 


Verry 

1 Killings & Diana 

Richards & Co 

D & R Montreal 
GLASGOW 

Empire (M) 5 


A J Vowers 

Ravie Co 

Jimmy Robbins 

La Vetiie Ponpee 
1LEDS 

Empire (M) 5& 

2 Dancettes 

hefaloe 

Saveen 

Tommy Fields 

VY & J Crastonian 

Stan Kavengh 


“Tenage 


Gill err 
LEICESTER 


Palnee (S) 5 








3 ae ei mice ler 


Metville & Rekar 
Nicholas Bros 

Sian White & Ann, 
Vearl Bailey 

A C Astor 


Sonny Fronk 
Anthony & Rogers 
Roy Thorsen 3 
BATAVIA 
Lafayette (W) 
12 only 
Tex Ritter Revue 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 98-11 
G & M Warroil 
Lady Frances 
Herris & Brown 
Lew Nelson 
4 Fanitinos 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (P) & 
Pegey lee 
Dave Barbour 
Step Bros 
Oriental (1) 8 
Diek Hevmes 
Artie Dann 
Emerald Sis 
Lot & Lil Bernard 
Carl Sands Orc 
ELMIRA 
Strand (W) 13 only 
Tex Ritter Revue 


MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 7 
Lewis & Van 
titeo- Dormonde Co 
Dave Barry 
Art Jarrett 
Rochelle & Rebe 
MIDDLETON 
Par (P) ® only 
Tex Ritter Revue 
PEEKSKILL 
Peekskill (P) 7-8 
Tex Riiter Revue 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 8 
The Mirimba Aires 
Gilbert & Lee 
Sammy White 
Cariteon Emmy 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 9-41 
Internation’) Revels 
4 Fast Steppers 
Launer Twins 
Joe & Joey Mack 
Si Landry 
Chuck Urewn 
WASHINGTON: 
Capitol (L) & 
Barretis 
Canfield Simith 
Sue Ryan 
Craddocks 
KINGSTON 
B’way (WR) 8-10 
‘Tom & Maxine 
Miriam Gwinn 
J Walltr & D Drew 
Meyers & Walker 
| Rigoletio Bros & 
Aimee Sis 


TAIN 


Tris Sadler 
Len Young 
Al Norman 
Michael O Duffy 
Kardoma 
De Gere 3 
LONDON 
Hippodrome (M) 5 
Vie Oliver 
Pat kirkhwood 
red Eniney 
Melachrine Ore 
Marilyn Wightower 
Micheel Bentine 
Julie Andrews 
Jean Carson 
Santigo Bad 
Valladiom (M) 5& 
Toanks for Memory 
Edgar Bergen 
Charlie Metartity 
G oH Elliott 
drertie Gitana 
Nellie Watlace 
Ella Shields 
Randolf Sutton 
O'Farrell & Wnvers 
Breddie Sanbern 
KF Bimberg'r & Pam 
Frenk Marlowe 
Marie Louise, Chas 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (8S) 5 
New Madhatters 
Svd Seymour 
Madhatiers Bd 
Constance EKyans 
Farle & Osear 
lat OBrien 
Erie Plant 
' Palace (M) 5& 
Piccadilly Hayride 
Nat Javhley 
4 Hurricanes 
4 Pagolas 
Marianne Lineoln 
Jack Francois 
NEW CASTLE 





Empire (M) 5 
Ignorance Is Bliss 
Harold Benes 


Gladys Hay 
Michael Moore 
Mait Nixon 
Foultharmonie Ore 
O' Weele Sis & 

B Richards 
Aerial Kenways 
Maurice French 
| Jimmy Elliott 
\J & M Kinson 
| NOTTINGHAM 
| Enipire (M) 5 
| Ta Ra Kah Boom 
‘Prankie IHeward 
Adrienne & Leslie 
16 Rapids 
| Morgen & Doris 
lirving & Girwood 
i SHEPEIELD 
| Empire (M) 5 





Dancing Years 
Harry Sinclair 
Nicolette lMoee 


SHEPH'RDS BUSH 
Empire (58) 5 
Jack Durant 


| 
|} Jack Laue 


'R Silwer & M Day 
jdenks & Williams 
| Artemus 


Ronnie Leslhe 
% Garcias 


, Les Raynor & Beity | 


Wolverhampton 

Hippedrome (M) 
lajang’s All Here 
| Duegie Waketield 
| Billy Nelson 

Joe Black 

| Mills & Paulette 
| Darmera fiops 
ij? Monarchs 

Roy Jefferies 
Chuck ONeill 
Medge Eseotme 
Tony Vaughn 
,Celig Mart, és 
Ti Gibson Co 





Cabaret 
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Bills 
tk 





| NEW YORK CITY 


Cafe Society 
(Dewntown) 
| Mildred Bailey 

|; Aven Long 

| Calvin Jackson 

|; Kdmund Hall Ore 
| China Doll 

| Katharine Chang 
'Jack Soo 

| Lanrie Long 

| 3 Cantons 

| Matt Tuck 

Noro Morales 

J Frase 

( opacabana 
Martin & Lewis 
Monica Lewis 
Beity Bonnte 
Ward Donovan 
Ray Malone 

M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
Diamend Horseshoe 
Jay Marshall 


Grace & Nicco 
‘‘heral Octet 
Hi Sandler Ore 
Alverez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 
Ebony 
Chariloteers 
Paterson & Jacks’n 
larold King 
Retty Mays Ore 
Jack Lopez Ore 
EI Chieo 
Fernanda Crespa 
‘onde Luis 
Victoria Barcele 
Rita & Rozino 
Loa Panchos 
Havana-Madrid 
Chito Ivar 
Christians 
Ralph Font Ore 
Machito Ore 
Hotel Belm’t-Plaza 
lie Stone Ore 


* rony havaar 
Joey Ullbert 
Toni Kelly 
Donn Arden Line 
Motel Astor 
Cc Cavallaro Ore 
Lenny Herinan Ore 
Hotel New ierker 
Ray Eberle 
Ice Revue 
Sluriel Pack 
Neotel Penties ivania 
Skitch Henderson O 
Motel St Morits 
Menconi Ore 
Betty UGeorge 
Hotel st Negie 
flail Saunders Ure 
Frances Maddux 
Laszio & Pepite 
Milt Shaw Orc 
Pepito Arvello Ore 
Motel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Chariie Drew 
Motel Warwick 
Alan McPaige 3 
Latin Quarter 
Ina Ray. Hutton Or 
Willle Shore 
Danny Riccardi 
Al Morgan 
Costello Twins 
Patricla Adais 
Richards-Adair Der 
M Frichette 
Pupil Campo Ore 
Bon Vivante 
B Harlow Ore 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art 4Vaner Ore 
Rosita Moreno 
Clee & Whis 
Judith Blair 
Albertas 
Harry Prime 
Shenard Line 


Ure 


‘in 


Old = Roumantias 
Sadie Banks 


Hotel Riltmore 
Richard Himber O 





ifarold Nagel Ore | Joe LaPorte Ore 
Hotel Commodore | D'Aquita Ore 
B Raeburn Ore . Versoilles 
Hotel Edisen Suzy Solidar 
Ray Scott 6 Rob Grant Ore 
No 1 bifth Ave | Panchito Ore 
‘Tony Craig Village Bern 


Hal Graham Ore | 

Curley Clements 8 

Sanhrony 

Pat Dennle 

Bud “ameron 

Rove Thurston 

Pinte Pete 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Guy Lombard Ore 

Mischa Borr Ore 


) ievel Webster 
Downey & Wonville 
Penthouse (lab 
Maxine Sullivan 

Rasha Rodel 
Osear Walzer 
Riviera 
Jackie Miles 
Vagabonds 
Gracie Barrie 





py oes Chez Paree 

| Al Trace Ore D. , 

| : anny Thomas 

| Jackie Van Martha King 
Hotel Blackstone | Mage & Karr 


Leroy Bros ¢2) 
M Gould Ore (16) 
Tane Adams 
D Chiesta Combe 
Hotel Shermas 
Jazz Philh'’m’ie © 
lielen Humes 
Carl Marx 
Hotei Stevens 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Rudy Nichards 
The Prestonws (2) 
Jean Arlen 
Mating Spelman 
Skating Blvdeurs 
Taimer House 
Liberace « 
lifferd Guest 
M Abbott Dners, 16 
Plorian Zatach Ore 
Giselle & F Szyoni 


Theatre Quiz 
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Ray Morton Ore 
Kay Thompson 
Williams Bros 


Hotel Bismark 
Don McGrane Orch 
Riehard Gerdon 


Helsinges 

Prof Bacl.wards 
Jayne Walton 
Kvelyn Terry 
Mike Young 
Bill Chandler Ore 
" Rdgewater 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Bobby May 
Andrea Dners $3 
Bozo the Dog 
Betty Gray 
Dorothy 

Dancers (12) 
Therons (6) 
i 

















‘interest which was created out of 
bankruptcy or innocent investment. 
| In effect, the Government was 
construing the U. S. Supreme Court 
as requiring divestiture in all other 


‘instances of joint ownership besides 
_the narrow ones listed in these two 
questions. Same information had 
been sought several weeks back 
along with the theatre freeze and 
flatly nixed by Judges Augustus 
Hand and Henry W. Goddard. 
Hence, the defendants will refuse 
to honor the requests for info on 
these points now made. 
Government action is the first 
step in an effort to build docu- 
mentary evidence before statutory 
hearings unroll. In a_ covering 
letter which accompanied the re- 
quest for data, Dept. of Justice in- 
dicated that it would present 
further interrogatories in the near 
future. Those will undoubtedly re- 
fer to outright theatre holdings and 
legalites expect these questions to 
be even more sweeping than those 
now asked on partnership interests. 
Other information which the 


s Government wants the Big Five to 


itemize include a list of theatres 
jointly held by a major and an 
indie; date of incorporation; name, 
address, amount heid by each 
shareholder; description of stock; 
date of acquisition or sale of stock 
| by a major or partner; and nature 
‘and anne f » oe interests 

















40 HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 7, 1948 





Paramount, N.Y. 

Jo Stafford, Georgie Kaye, Lane 
Bros. (2), Sam Donahue Orch with 
Bill Lockwood; “A Foreign Affair” 
(Par), reviewed in Variety June 


, 





The Paramount is back to its 
familiar stage diet this week, to wit, 
the combination of a name pop vo- 


calist, a dance band, a comedian 
and a dancing act. The show fol- 
lows the established pattern of 


closing with the name singer and | 


preceding that act with the come- 
dian. As for the entertainment 
that derives from this particular 
package, the collective quality is 
several notches above average. The 


customers may not execute nipups | 


in the aisles to express their pleas- 
ure, but they do seem to get quite 
a kick out of Jo Stafford’s uniquely 


lyrical way with a set of verses | 


and respond with plenty of chuc- 
kles to Georgie Kaye’s waggerv 


and the Lane Bros.’ acrobatic and | 


terpsical cutups. 

For Miss Stafford it’s a repeat 
stand after a three-year interval. 
The interim has seen her capture 
top Hooperating among femme ra- 
dio vocalists (she resumes on 
Chesterfield’s “Supper Club” in 
the fall) and enhance her position 
appreciably as a recording (Capi- 
tol) personality. It has .also 
brought her an immeasurabie 
amount of .self-assuranee and re- 
laxation in working before a tkea- 
tre audience. 


When caught Miss Stafford was | 


in tiptop voice. Each number paid 
off in substantial dividends. Two 
nu_nbers, each a ballad, which is 
her forte, stirred ’em to furore di- 
mensiors. The first was “Haunted 
Heart,” and the other, “In the Still 
of the Night.” When Miss Stafford 
moves in on songs of this type 
she’s pretty much in a field of 
her own. Her 
Dope” provides more of a change 
of pace. For the finish Miss Staf- 
ford dons a farmer’s strawhat and 
tears a verse of the hillbilly nov- 


elty, “Temtashun,” which she and — 


Red Ingle shrilled into a jukebox 
hit about a year back. 
off here to a huge salvo. 


Georgie Kaye proved somewhat | 


of a slow starter on the same oc- 
casion. It wasn’t until he had gotten 
over his drumfire comment on the 


odd predicaments that come with | 


the rush-rush manner of living, and 
embarked on his gagging about 
taxidrivers, waiters and theatre 
ushers, that they warmed up to him. 
By the‘time he got into his psy- 
chiatry routine they were rocking 
at almost every zany gesture. His 
retirement was also accompanied 
by a solid wave of applause. 

Much more effective in getting 
the laughs rolling their way from 
the outset were the Lane Bros. The 

ir have the touch and the know- 

ow in selling themselves. Even 
their sideline of tapdancing im-| 
parts an air of making every mo-— 
ment eount. However, it’s the 
team’s ropeskipping acrobatics that 
serves a8 a surefire combination of 
spectacle and food for mirth. The. 


trumpet to the original two until 
with “Stripes” he’s blowing four 
and winding a drum major’s baton 
at the same time. While 88ing 
he grabs a slide trombone to ac- 
company him on “Four Leaf Clo- 
ver” and “Near You.” For sock 
ending he does a four trumpet 
number topped by fancy terping. 
| Fontaines add ballroomology to 
their acrobalancing, doing both in 
| graceful style. 





Carl Sands house orch contribs | 
medley of George M. Cohan tunes | 


as fitting overture for holiday bill. 
Marilyn O’Shaeughnessy, contest 
winner, making pro debut, displays 
stage presence and a pleasing voice 
on vocals. Zabe. 


Hippedrome, Balie. 
Baltimore, July 3. 
Dot & Dave Workman, Milbourne 
Christopher, Canfield Smith, Ac- 
romaniacs (3), Jo Lombardi and 
house orch (12); “The Fuller 
Rrush Man” (Col). 





It’s practically an all-male show 
here again but okay in playing. 
Pleasing opening is provided by 
Dot and Dave Workman, who ring 
bells, play goblets and give out 
with other novelty music, just 
right for the family trade in a hol- 
iday week. Milbourne Christopher, 

' smooth working magico with plenty 
of stage presenee and good patter, 
utilizes the deuce for stuff with 
small props, getting the most out 
of short lengths of rope for tricky 
knots and break-aways. 

Canfield Smith follows with sock 
setto with his dummy “Snodgrass,” 
who takes on more animation than 
the average ventriloquist’s doll. 


Aquashow, N.Y. 

(Flushing Meadows Park) 
Freddaris Trio, Johnny Woods, 
Salict Puppets; Marshall Wayne, 
Len Carney, Joe Flynn, Betty Ball, 
Norma Dean, Shelagh Kelly, 
Whitey Hart, Stan Dudak, June 
Earing, Bobby Knapp; “Smiley” 
Cannon & Aquazanies (4), Water 
Ballet (35), Louis Basil’s Orch; 
opened at the Aquacade, Flushing, 

N. Y., June 30, '48; $1.50 top. 








| In the fourth year of his tenancy 
of the erstwhile Billy Rose Aqgua- 
‘cade on the site of the World's Fair 
grounds in Flushing Meadows, 
|N. Y., operator Elliott Murphy has 
|come up with one of the best dis- 
'plays of the series. Productions, 
lighting, scenic embellishments, as 
'well as crack performers in the 


_aquatic division, make for a pleas- | 
‘ant and diverting performance 1n | 


the cool amphitheatre. Scaled at 


| 60c to $1.50, show is a bargain ee | 


cape for sultry nights. 

| Lou Basil, who batoned orch at 
|Loew’s State, N. Y., until vaude 
'was limboed from the house last 
|December, heads the 12-piece, 
|mostly brass outfit here and is 
|equally adept when backgrounding 
‘the tank interludes and orch con- 
‘tribs on its own. In addition to 
ithe tank features, there are also 
|four standard vaude acts to space 
| the pool numbers, Jimmy _ Ross, 
lemecee-baritone; Johnny Woods, 
singer -impressionist; Freddaris 
| Trio cyclists and Salici’s Puppets. 
| Show tees off with Basil and 
lerew rendering symphonic version 
lof Gershwin’s “Summertime” as 


| prelude to a colorful water ballet | 


| Material is fresh and closing spot enlisting entire ensemble of 35 gal | 


of vocalizing is a real show stopper. | swimmers in attractive precision 
Had to beg off when caught. Socko | formations, which garners merited 
clincher is provided by the Acro-| applause. Freddaris Trio, male 
maniacs, swift 
tumblers who provide a three- | and trick cycling. 


working trio of | team, follows and scores in fancy | 


“Gentleman Is a | 


It took her | 


wherein the lower casers 
out of suitcases and into a dancing 
and balancing act that wins salvos. 


high flash and a _ somersaulting | 
closing bit that earns a series of 


highly audible curtains for a bango | 


windup. ; 
Biz very solid. 


Michigan, Detroit 
Detroit, July 2. 
Billy DeWolfe, Martha Tilton, 
Paul Remos & Toy Boys, Phil Har- 
monic Trio, Larry Paige Orch; 
“River Lady” (U-I). 


Burm. 








Billy DeWolfe, comedian, pro- 
vides main sparkle in current bill 


|here. His wisecracking mugging | 


'and impersonations jackpots for 
top returns. 

His “Mrs. Murgatroyd,” who “is 
not a drinking woman,” is top fool- 
ery and his other skits and chatter 
send him off to solid-returns. 

Martha Tilton, songstress, is run- 
nerup in-her vocal contribs. Radio 
thrush has personality and know- 


‘how as well as splendid voice to 


sell her wares for solid apprecia- 
tion. 

Paul Remos and his Toy Boys 
add pace with their novelty turn 
bounce 


The Phil Harmonic Trio goes 


turn’s a natural opener for any over nicely with neat selection of 


spot. 
Sam Donahue, who has been 
slowly but surely making his way | 
up the dansapation ladder, is al- 
loted but two numbers in which to 
show his band’s wares. The teeoff. 
is a hardhitting assortment of. 
brassy jive, but it’s through his ar- | 
rangement of “Flamingo,” which | 
immediately follows, that Donahue | 
shows that the band contains | 
smooth integration, balance and | 
color. Along with himself on the | 
sax Donahue in this item spotlights | 
his first trumpeteer. Staff vocalist | 
Bill Lockw wraps a sturdy bari- 
tone around the “Flamingo” lyric, | 
adding more than a mite to the. 
number's strong reception. Odec. 


Oriental. Chi 
‘Chicago, July 1. 
Three Stooges, S 
tet, Fontaines (3), Vie Hyde, Marv | 
lyn O'Shaughnessy, Carl Sands 
wae “Thunder tn the Valley” | 
Uv). | 








Except for the Three Stooges, | 


numbers, including “Sleepy Time 


'Gal” and “The Sabre Dance.” 


Larry Paige orch provides ex- 


pert backgrounding. Stan. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, July 3. 
Joe E. Howard, Leon Fields, June 
Lorraine, Hammond's Birds, Ron 
& Mary Norman, Les Rhode Orch; 
“Fort Apache” (RKO). 





Nice blend of variety marks cur- 
rent week’s bill at the Olympia. 
With vet composer Joe E. Howard 


© as marquee lure, plus neat buildup 


to his spot by the youngsters on 
layout, biz should thrive on holi- 
day weekend. 


Howard, despite his years, re- 
Can still 


tsmen Quar- | tains charm and ease. 


belt out a sock version of a pop, 
whether it be his or another com- 
poser’s and keeps the pace mount- 
ing via opener “Hello Baby” 
through the effectively old-timey 
mannerisms and strutting that has 


rest of this bill is excellent sum- | aud to singing with him. Keeps 


mer fare. Stooges offer nothing 
new in their eye gouging and other 
mayhem, water spraying, and re- 


them palming all the way to a 
sock bowoff. 


Comic Leon Fields impresses as 


liance on blue material. It’s the an amiable laughmaker who knows 


odd dress and prattfalls that get 

the guffaws, not the oldhat take- 

ox a Wait ill the Sun Shines, 
ellie. 


‘his way around. Tosses in zany 


impreshes, gags and other clown- 
antics for hefty returns. 


Femme comedy slot is well han- 


ime Jack Wemey sicin dae ie | cakes alc 
’ , Nn though offering up stan 
hep fashion. Open with y | preshes, adds fresh twist via de- 


on “Why Did I Ever Leave Wyom- 
ing,” then a comedy on version of 

Adobe Hacienda” and finish with 
“Good Night, Ladies.” Encore with 
barbershop harmony on “Dear Old 
Fa 3 Kean returns. 

yde registers with multi 

one instruments and dry ed 
mor. runs 48 


through “Margie,” 
poor gem ,” and “Stars and Stripes” 
and with, each tune.adds entthee 





livery and mugging. Best is the 
Durante takeoff. 

Acro team of Ron and Mary 
Norman go over solidly with flips 
,and twists neatly executed. 

| Hammond's Birds holds novelty 
| slot in some clever tricks. « 

| Les Rhode and house orch pro- 
| vide usual good backgrounding. 





Featured swimmers and diving 
‘champs then take over. June Ear- 
this division of show, spot nifty 
aquatic stunts, both solo and team- 
ed, that provoke continued rounds 
of applause. Marshall Wayne, 
former Olympic champ;. Len Car- 
ney, Joe Flynn, eastern intercol- 
legiate champ; Betty Ball, Norma 
Dean, Shelagh Kelly and Stan Du- 
dek are among others clicking in 
diving and other water feats. For 
laughs there’s a quintet of comics, 
billed as Aquazanies, and Nat 
|\“Smiley” Cannon, whose clown- 
antics keep things rolling at a 
| merry pace. 

Johnny 





with a few vocals thrown in to 
make a solid impvession. Although 
a personable lad, in on overtime, 
he sells his wares expertly and the 
audience doesn’t mind the stretch- 
ing. Salici’s Puppets offer a whole 
vaude layout on a miniature stage, 
with dolls set up as standard vaude 
acts -from opening to operatic 
quartet in finale. They're as sock 
as ever here. 

Spacing solo stunts in the sec- 
ond half of show there are addi- 
tional water ballets with the Aqua- 
dorables doing their stuff again in 
more colorful costumes. “Night 
in Venice,” with gondolas, etc.; 
Indian Pageant and Flower’ Ballet 
are colorfully costumed and neatly 
executed to win top response. 

Ross handles emcee _ chores 
capably. Also the vocals for pro- 
duction numbers. 
change of bill weekly. 


Chieage. Chi 
Chicago, July 2. 
Peggy Lee & Dave Barbour’s 
Quintet, Step Bros. (4), Jack Car- 
ter, Sensationalists (3), Henry 
Brandon’s House Orch (13); 
“Green Grass of Wyoming” (20th). 


Edba. 








Daytime price cuts instituted 
with the recent return of vaude to 
this house continue to pack in 
patrons. Volume of biz so far has 
more than made up for price re- 
ductions. - 

Bill hops off via work of the 
skating Sensationalists. Femme 
and male partners get brisk re- 
turns with expert roller routines, 
topped by a spin in which one 
serves as hub and the other two 
as spokes. “ from its 
usual teeoff spot, follows with 
pianist spotlighted in “You Can't 
Be True, Dear.” 

Although some of his gags still 
wear khaki Jack Carter hits yock 
decibels consistently and rates 
| steady response with his vocal car- 
bons of film familiars. Comic offs 
to salvos after takeoff on Churchill, 
Truman and De Gaulle, then re- 
‘turns with “April Showers” a la 
_Jolson for encore. 

Step Bros. score in tap terping, 
| with ensemble and single work 
| Seaatly good. Garner nice recep- 
_ tion. 





P Lee’s first. vauder in two. 
ds her pipes pri her 


os eee ie Se 

e . Gran 5 

notte rhythm bouncing Pe, be 
u .so 1 

ito Manaikn:”” loses dmpact when 


ing and Bobby Knapp, toppers in | 


Woods offers a lively 
‘session of satires on radio shows, | 
|/impressions of Hollywood greats, | 


Policy will be) 


sustained through a series of slow 
tempoed tunes. 

Backing by Dave Barbour’s quin- 
‘tet, made up of drums, clarinet, 
bass and two guitars, is discreet to 
the int of self effacement. A 
fast Taxeaantal would perk up 
the routining. 


faves, 0 
for good results. 
and a solid go at “Why Don’t You 
Do Right” take her off to fair re- 
turns. Rebound has her torching 
'for an okay hand, followed by 
'“Manana” with the aud chanting 
‘the chorus. Finale, in which her 
‘salute to the Freedom Train brings 
| down the flag as a backdrop, was 
diffused and in need of further 





‘rehearsal at show caught. Baxt. 
| Apolie, N. ¥. 
Erskine Hawkins Orch (17) 


| with Carline Ray, Jimmy Mitchell; 
| Slam Stewart Trio, Patterson & 
Jackson, Fred & Sledge, Spider 
Bruce & Co. “Key Witness” (Cel). 


| 
+ Familiar faces make up current 
‘sepia layout at this Harlem 
-vaudery inasmuch as all the acts 
| are encoring here with the excep- 
|tion of the terp team of Fred & 
| Sledge (New Acts). Erskine Hawk- 
ins gets the show off to a fast start 
| with “Junction Express.” His is a 
| big outfit with five reed, four 
irhythm and eight brass. Femme 
|chirper Carline Ray, a tall gal 
|fetchingly gowned, embroiders 
“Love Is Funny” in a deep, throaty 
voice for a nice reception. 
| Hawkins, himself, is plenty solid 
| with a trumpet solo of “Talk of the 
Town.” He paves the way for 
Jimmy Mitchell, who comes off the 
stand to croon an okay “I'll Dance 
at Your Wedding.” For their final 
brace of tunes, the band cooks 
'in neat arrangements of 
Porter Stomp” and “Temptation” 
to register with the payees. 

Slam Stewart's Trio, set up in 
front of a scrim, is a class combo 
pointed up by Stewart’s unique 
handling of the string bass. Group 
|does three numbers of which one, 
|“Fine Brown Frame,” is neatly 
_vocalled by the femme pianist. 
| Lone other instrument is a guitar. 
| Leader is perhaps the only bass 
player who can put sex into a bull 
fiddle. His sock plucking of the 
| strings win solid returns. 
| Comedy slot is handled by the 
| rotund team of Patterson & Jack- 
/son. An affable pair, their com- 
|bined weight is billed as 640 
pounds. Act’s routines charge little 





jovial personality. Some of their 
bluer gags need editing. 

Spider Bruce, absent for several 
weeks, is back again with his 
standard comedy blackout.  Wel- 
come addition to this house, both 
for the customers and the talent as 
well, is a new cooling system now 
in operation. Gilb. — 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, July 2. 
Evalyn Tyner & Band (5), Don 
Cummings, Franklyn & Moore, 
Paul. Sydell; “On an Island With 
You” (M-G). 


Capitol show this week is built 
around Evalyn Tyner, one of the 
dressiest pianists in the business 
who got her start in this same 
house, number of years back. Show 
is called “Evalyn Tyner’s Birthday 
Party” and has her doing every- 

from pianoing (where she 
excels) to emceeing the other acts. 

Miss Tyner, working with a bull 
fiddle, drums, two saxophones and 
another pianist, opens strong with 
“Bumble Bee Boogie,” jazzed u 
version of “Flight of the Bumble 
Bee,” tosses a couple of flat com- 





introduces Paul Sydell, 


seen here in years. He works 
with three dogs. With one pooch 
yclept “Susie,” he shows some 
amazing tricks. Canine does flip 
flops in the air and other beats to 
win applause. 

Franklyn and Moore. songsters, 
do nicely with a variety of offer- 
ings, particularly old faves. They 
open with a medley of “Pretty 
Girl Like a Melody,” “Remember,” 
“Always” and ‘‘Alexander’s Rag- 
| time nd.” Other selections fol- 





low quickly, with the duo working 
_in duet or feeding lines and num-— 
_ bers to each other in pleasant style. | 


Girl the World,” “Make Be- 
lieve,” “Follow My Secret Heart,” 
“Anything You Can Do, I Can Do 
Better” from “Annie Get Your 

Gun,” etc. Man has a strong bari- 
_tone and gai a thin alto; they work 
_ smoothly. 

Don Cummings, an .able. fast 
comic, wows ’em with a drunk 
routine as seen via _ television. 
Number involves an announcer 
jones video commercials for 
Ww. ey and girdles. Which gives 


‘Gin other offerings are “Only 


Miss Lee staps close to her disk | 
ning with “Good Day” | 
A pop medley | 


“King | 


and they’re still doing a burlesque | 
of the Ink Spots and a takeoff on | 
‘Joe Louis. Nevertheless it clicks | 
with the customers and credit for 
that can be attributed to the lads’ | 


edy lines at the audience and then | 
who has’ 
one of the best dog balancing acts 


{ 
a very good idea of the type 
act. Works with considerable speed 
and garners fine share of the 
' laughs. 
Miss Tyner closes with sock key- 
boarding of “Warsaw Concerto,” 
“Clare de Lune” and “Limehouse 
| Blues” to bring down the house. 
Lowe. 


—— ee 











AGVAto Crack Bown! 


Continued from page 37 = 





just closed at the Versailles, N. Y., 
who has promised to discuss mat- 
ter of remittances with the talent 
union latter part of this week. 

It’s been an open secret for some 
time that the reciprocal pact be- 
tween the French and the Ameri- 
can talent union hadn’t been work- 
ing out, with both sides shunting 
the blame on the other. 

Pact was negotiated with the 
French government last year by 
Matt Sheivey, then adminisiraior 
of the union. Upon his ousting 
from the union, AGVA’s affairs 
were taken over by a committee 
from the Associated Acters and 
Artistes of America, who weren’t 
too familiar with operations of the 
pact. It’s claimed that subsequent 
legal entanglements anent Shel- 
vey’s dismissal had kept the com- 
mittee too occupied to delve into 
policing of the pact. Hence the 
laxity in collections and remit- 
tances to France. Now that the 
air has cleared a bit, AGVA is de- 
termined to hold to its end of the 
bargain to offset any possible re- 
prisal that might militate against 
their members playing France. 

According to Fox, Mile. Boyer, 
currently in France, owes $14,000 
in remittance coin to her govern- 
ment. He said that when the chan- 
teuse was appearing in N. Y. 
niteries, she was called upon the 
AGVA carpet about it. When she 
failed to adjust the matter she was 
put on the union’s “unfair” list. 
To circumvent loss of employment 
via such action, she was permitted 
to continue working after paying 
$1,000 of the indebtedness and 
agreeing to clear up remainder of 
sum on weekly payment basis. She 
subsequently defaulted and _ re- 
turned to Paris. 

Question of Allowances 

_ AS for the other acts currently 
involved, Fox claims there’s a 
question as to whether or not their 
earning capacity is such as would 
require the remittances. Under 
the fact, which works the same 
both ways, imports are entitled to 
$20 daily or $140 weekly for living 
|expenses. Both Miss Remy and 

the circus performers claim they 

,are netting less than that amount 
| after deducting agent’s fees. For 
instance, they claim basic salaries 
of $150 per week. If they can sub- 
'_Stantiate such claims they wouldn't 
| owe anything. However, AGVA 

has notified all that they’ll have to 
file photostats of their contracts 
| with the union before the latter 

_will remove them from the “un- 
fair” list. 

Besa out an nationals accused 
| Of previously giving the pact and 

4GVA the brush while seueauin 
in the U. S. last winter are Mau- 
rice Chevalier, who although under 
| jurisdiction of the American Guild 
of Musical Artists, and not subject 

,to the arrangement for his N. Y. 
concert appearances at the Golden, 
_N. Y., was liable for the brief 
-nitery date in Florida. Also Edith 
Piaf, chanteuse, whose manager, 
Clifford C. Fischer, is said to have 
refused to pay when Chevalier 
| didn’t, and Jean Sablon, who in- 
sisted he was no longer a French 

national through having taking out 
citizenship papers here. 

_ Since AGVA has spurted its ac- 
tion here, it’s now demanding that 
special contracts of AGVA form be 
issued to French acts coming to 
the U. S. and forwarded to the 

union here. This would apprise 
Such acts of what is expected of 
prea he way of remittance’ coin 

apprise AGVA of their 
entering the country. 


Anti-Bigotry Pix 


Continued from page 1 








for more than a year. Its weekly 
,earnings are 1.0w down to a few 
thousand collars weekly. Total do- 
_mestic take is expected to wind 
‘up at just under $3,000,000. 

| Both pictures did great biz in 
big cities and about normal in 
‘small towns. Excellent word-of- 
mouth on the films is thought re- 
‘sponsible for the fact that they 
‘showed strong staying power and 
got extended runs in many situa- 
' toms aye Dre tes 
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BIG B'WAY SHO 


Equity Checks Up on Summer Stocks, -PANSCES TONNE 
Assigns Special Aide to Tour Sticks 





For the first time in 
Equity is checking up on summer 
stocks, having assigned Francis 
Clarke to the job. Clarke is motor- 
ing through tie sticks and visiting 
an indefinite number of strawhats. 
He had resigned from Equity’s 
staff, but recently was given the 
roving assignment. 

lleretofore, except for an occa- 
sional summer, Equity had depend- 
ed upon the reports of its deputies 
with summer outfits. Even though 
strawhat operators are required to 
send Equity weekly reports, set- 
ting forth the names of resident 
stock actors, those engaged as job- 
bers (who appear for one or two 
weeks), amount of salary paid, 
number of apprentices (students, 
in those outfits which have drama | 
school adjuncts), amount of with- | 
holding taxes and other figures in- 
cluding the weekly gross, it was 
deemed advisable to have a staff 
observor in the widely scattered 
stock territory. 

It’s expected the data obtained 
in this manner will be of value 
when stock regulations are scru- 
tinized and possibly again revised 
next season. Strawhatters who are 
alleged to evade the rules pertain- 
ing to resident companies by slip- 
ping apprentices into casts will be 
especially checked up, also those 
who in the past have guaranteed 
memberships to Equity as a lure 
to their drama students.. 

When the stock rules were first 
revised last winter, there was an 
attempt to limit the number of new 
members, mostly tyros who were 
given contracts for strawhat ap- 
pearances for one week. Under the 
rules anyone with such a contract 
could apply. and almost invariably 
was admitted to Equity member- 
ship. New rule stipulated that 
such newcomers should make at 
least two appearances in two dif- 
ferent stocks before becoming 
eligible to apply. Idea was to keep 
down the number of new actors, 
who were blamed for stage unem- 
ployment, but the regulations was 
dropped without explanation. 

Edward Everett Hale is in 
charge of summer stocks for 
Equity. Reports from the straw- 
hats are sent to him, and additional 
clerical help classifies the statistics. 


Ballads’ Gets 
Fresh Bankroll 


Summer continuance is problem- | 
atical for a Number of current | 
shows on Broadway because of the 
summer slump, and among the | 
questionable ones is “Ballet Bal- 
lads” at the Music Box. 

The attraction, which emanated 
from the Experimental Theatre, 
attracted unusual attention be- 
Cause of the meteoric variations of 
its weekly grosses. How a show 
can climb $6,400 to $15,400 within 
four weeks, dive down $5,000 the 
following week, then drop another 
$2,500 last week, was not under- 
stood among showmen. Discontin- 
uance of two-for-one tickets was 
not material, since the bargain 
slips only went to ballet and other 
schools. ; 

Last week E. Edward Hambleton 
and Alfred Stern, who took over 

Ballads” from ET and went com- 
Mercial with it on a $35,000 bank- | 
roll, said the money was used up 
and they could not continue to" 
finance the attraction any further. 
Over the weekend necessary 
money was raised, it’s understood, 
by John La Touche, who wrote the 
Show’s lyrics, and so “Ballads” 
continues. If the show can weather 

e current week, which started 
Poorly because of a sunny Fourth 
of July, it s&1 has a chance. | 

Company huddled after Satur-' 

ay night’s performance and most 
of the cast and chorus offered to 

Vest their salaries (which were 
Paid) into the show. All are on 
Minimum salarics of $60 weekly, 

t the stage managers, who vot. 


(Continued on page 43) 




















‘for October. 


years + | 


LENA HORNE SOUGHT 
FOR ELLINGTON MUSICAL 


Lena Horn: is being sought to 
star in “Pattycake,” revue with 
music by Duke Ellington, which 
Perry Watkins and the bandlead- 
er plan to present on Broadway in 
the fall. Another Ellington mu- 


sical, “Cole Black and the Seven 
| Dwarfs,” with book and lyrics by 


T. Hee and Wiiiiam Cottreii, has 
been announced for production by 
William Herz, Jr. 

Ellington, currently appearing in 
London, is due back in the U. S. 
in about two weeks. 


Mgrs. Raise Big 
Stew Over Some 
Pact Demands 


Third negotiation meeting for 
revising the basic agreement be- | 
tween the managers and actors was 





progress was made, it was clear 
that some of Equity’s many de- | 


mands were meeting determined {the World” 


FAST TOBDGGAN 


Broadway grosses plummeted so 
Sharply last week that managerial 
plans for shows continuing through 
the summer were shaken up, and 
now the number of survivors is 
anything but definite. Business is 
not expected to be any better this 
week nor until the latter portion of 
July. As takings are under the 
levels where a number of attrac- 
tions can operate at better than an 
even break, even with actors on 
cut salaries and other expenses 
pared, abrupt closings are likely. 


| Closing notices are up for seven 


or eight shows including seven or 
eight shows, including former 
goodly grossers. Definitely shut- 
ting this week is “Look Ma I’m 
Dancin’ ,” and “Brigadoon” bows 
out July 31. 

Not any musicals sold out last 
week and some were reported as 


;much as $11,000 under the pre- 


vious week, when the slump start- 
ed. Business would have dropped 


earlier but for sustained inclement | 


weather than was _ prevalent 
through May and June. Outdoor 
attractions got the first weather 
break over the Fourth of July 
weekend; there was a concerted 
rush away from the city, starting 
Friday (2). 

Although several attractions with 
casts on reduced pay are attempt- 


‘held yesterday (6), and while some | ing to keep lighted, at least one 


which was prepared to continue, 


'shuttered Saturday (3) after busi- 


ness nosedived. Show was “Joy to 
(Plymouth), which 


objections from manager-members | played four months despite a mixed 


of the League of New York The- 
atres. Actors committee and dele- 
gation of 22 was the largest ever, 
and the League’s 18 made it neces- 
sary to engage larger quarters at 
the Hotel Astor for the sessions. 
Showmen indicated concerted 
opposition to Equity’s aim to es- 
tablish a six-day week for perform- 
ances in all stands. They contend- 
ed that a layoff of 24 hours week- 
ly, such as applies in New York 
when Sundays are played, would 
hamper the chances of roadshows. 
Managers made counter demands 
and pointed out that comparative- 
ly few players are involved out of 
town when Sunday performances 
are given. They also told the 


| Equityites that when Sundays are 


played in Chicago and_ other 
“seven-day towns,” Wednesday 
matinees are usually cancelled and 
when a _ ninth performance is 
played, extra pay goes to the 
actors. 

Another point being threshed 
out is the proposed requirement to 
hire an assistant stage manager, 
showmen arguing that that post Is 
not necessary, especially for 
straight plays, many of which are 
one-setters. It’s contended that 
the clause for assistant stage man- 
agers is a sop to mollify that con- 
tingent, all being members of 
Equity. Last season stage man- 
agers formed a separate group 
recognized briefly by Equity, but 
the council ordered it disbanded 
on the grounds that it was vir- 
tually a union within a union. 
Some showmen figure the same 
application can be made to Equity 
and Chorus Equity, as the proposed 
minimums of $75 in New York and 
$100 on the road, also doubled re- 


/hearsal pay of $50, are the same 


for both. 


Rebecca Brownstein, in Equity | 
attorney, heads the combined ac | 
tors and chorus delegation, she be- | 


coming their sole chairman when 


| Paul Dullzell withdrew as Co- 


chairman. 





‘Summer & Smoke’ Set 
For 3 Tryout Dates 


Dallas, July 6. 
Tennessee Williams’ “Summer 
and Smoke” will open for three 
tryout dates, in Buffalo Sept. 9, 
Cleveland Sept. 13, Detroit Sept. 


20, before going to Broadway, it’s | 
Margo | 


announced by director 


iopre ing is scheduled 
Broadway opening 1s 

4 Play’s first produc- 

tion anywhere was here, by The- 

atre ‘47. , 


reception. 
Few Holdovers for Fall 
Only a rash of two-for-one tick- 
ets has been keeping some shows 
from going deep into the red. The 
number of attractions using the 
bargain ticket lure was 12 last 


(Continued on page 43) 


Hayward Okays Solo 
Performance by Hula 
Ams of ‘Mr. Roberts’ 


Rights for a single performance 
of “Mister Roberts” have been 
granted by .producer Leland Hay- 





Players. Permission was in re- 
plea that the show would be a 
boost for its drive for funds to 
build a new theatre. 

Hayward similarly okayed a per- 
formance by the same outfit of 
|“State of the Union” shortly after 
‘the Russel Crouse-Howard Lindsay 
‘comedy opened on Broadway. In 
‘each case it was figured the per- 
‘formance would not conflict with 
_a professional showing, as no tour- 
‘ing troupes play Honolulu, even 
‘companies en route for engage- 
' ments in Australia. 

Request for permission to pre- 
sent “Mister Roberts” was recently 
refused a little theatre company 
‘in Pittsburgh, however, despite 
the group’s explanation that it in- 
tended using the profits for con- 


t 








ward noted in that instance that 
he has an obligation to the man- 
agement of the Nixon, Pittsburgh, 
‘where the road company is slated 
to play next fall, not to give any 
other outfit a prior presentation. 
In general, amateur and stock 
‘rights to Broadway shows are not 
' released until the original and road 
engagements. Even then, summer 
‘theatre managements usually get 
‘first call. In the ease of foreign 
rights, deals are normally made 
soon after the New York premiere, 
or at least as soon as the show has 
‘acquired a reputation. 
However, Oscar Serlin is still 
‘holding up rights to “Life with 
Father” in some countries, al- 
‘though the play closed on Broad- 
‘way a year ago and has been pre- 
sented in London. A bid for the 
Seandinavian rights was turned 
down last week. Meanwhile, the 
seque), “Life with Mother,” 
scheduled to open at the Empire, 
.N. Y., early in the fall. 
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ward to the Honolulu Community | 


sponse to the amateur group’s » 


struction of a new playhouse. Hay- 


is | 


Actor-Mors. Pact 


| 


Huddles Finds 


Equity Switching Info Procedure 





BOO ‘AMBASSADOR’ AT 
PREMIERE IN LONDON 


London, July 6. 


Two new London legit entries 
look doubtful. “Wonders Never 
Cease,” opening at the Comedy last 
Tuesday (29), is an_ uninspiring 
comedy about romance and magic. 
Starring Moyna MacGill, it was 
cordially received, but appears un- 
likely to stick. 


‘*Ambassador Extraordinary,” , 


which opened at the Aldwych 


Thursday (1), is a political satire | 
of a visitor from Mars facing the , 


prospect of atomic warfare. Wittily 
written by Douglas Home, author 


of “The Chiltern Hundreds,” play | 


got a mixed reception and was 
booed at its premiere. This was 
possibly due to its dangerous polit- 
/ical vein, with the audience touchy 
owing to the present European ten- 
sion. The show, which is_ well- 
‘acted, may overcome its bad start, 
however. 


Name Draw Key 
To Continuance 
Of N.Y. ‘Harvey’ 


Brock Pemberton, producer of 
“Harvey,” 
pend the Broadway engagement at 
the 48th Street, showman planning 
to resume in the same house if a 
name draw can be obtained to take 
over the leading part. Comedy is 
now in its 194th week, longest run 
show on the list. If it continues 
through October, it would achieve 
a four year engagement. 


James Dunn is nearing the end 





no successor has been definitely 
chosen. Show’s business has tap- 
ered in 1ecent weeks. It was ex- 
pected that one of several Coast 
stars would take over but most 
of those offered the assignment 
expressed willingness only after 
| being afforded an opportunity to 
first play the part before audiences 
outside of New York. 

| After Frank Fay went to the 
road, leaving the original cast 
early in spring, James Stewart 





may temporarily sus- | 


of his appearance in “Harvey” and | 


* Among Equity changes accom- 


panying the resignation of Paul 
Dullzell as executive secretary (but 
not as treasurer) was a switch in 
personnel assigned to handling 
press releases. Alfred Harding, 
editor of the association’s monthly 
magazine, who has been the press 
contact, was relieved from duties 
of releasing any information about 
negotiations between the actors 
and the managers, who are now 
revising the basic agreement. 
Harding is sitting in on negoti- 
ations, but taking no part, being 
rather an observer. 

Releases are being sent out by 
attorney Rebecca Brownstein for 
Equity and the chorus under her 
name but although coming from 
her office with Paul N. Turner, 
who is titular counsel for the ac- 
tors unions, it’s understood that 
,an undisclosed person is acting as 
| press agent for Equity's side of the 
|contested contract sessions. Ex- 
| planation given was that Miss 
/Brownstein felt a better break 
'would thus be secured by Equity 
in the dailies. It’s the first time 
, Equity has changed its information 
proceedure. : 

Managers are considering coun- 
tering Equity’s move in press rela- 
tions through the League of New 
York Theatres but in former sea- 
sons when such negotiations were 
proceeding, neither side sent out 
information on the status of the 
huddles. The tendency was to keep 
|such informatiin secret as much 
/as possible but Miss Brownstein 
appears to have convinced Equity’s 
council that “official” information 
from her would be advantageous. 
First release from Equity 
|touched on the major demands 
,and denied they were “imagina- 
tive, inventive and ingenious,” a 
phrase credited to Brock Pember- 
ton, head of the League. He said 
he may have so characterized the 
demands conversationally but not 
for publication, Another release 
said in effect that name players 
are backing up Equity’s demands 
for increased minimums and 
changed working conditions. Four 
such messages were quoted and 
two dozen names of others were 
_mentioned as backing up the nego- 
tiating committee. 


Bids Weighed For 
D. C. Belasco 











stepped in and commanded virtual | 


capacity business. He expressed a | 


desire to reappear in “Harvey” 
and is a possibility in the fall. 
Joe BE. Brown, in the play on the 
road, is hesitant about taking over 
on Broadway despite his success 
out of town. Prior to Dunn's ap- 


pearance Jack Buchanan played | 
the lead as a stopgap engagement. | 


| “Harvey” with Fay closes in 


| Washington Saturday (10), it will | 


_have completed eight weeks, a new 
local run record. 





BWAY MGRS. LOOK TO 


' 


COSTUMERS’ BOOST 





Broadway managers have been 
advised by costumers to expect a 
further increase in that production 


department. Negotiations for | 


| higher pay by the costume workers 


j}union have not been completed, 
| however. 
Union is demanding 10c per hour 


|more, or $3.75 for each tailor and 


‘to the union’s health fund, con- 


‘tributed to by the owners of the) 


costume plants. According to the 
demands the combined payrolls 
/would be increased approximately 
$100,000 annually. 

| Last season the costume union 
/was conceded a 5% wage tilt, no 
_worker getting less than $2 per 
week additional. Studio operators 


have made a counter proposal of $1 | 
per week increase per person, or. 
around $22,000 added to the pey- | 


rolis 





| sewer weekly, also 1% to be added | 


Washington, Juiy 6. 

Washington is waiting to hear 
whether the Public Buildings Ad- 
ministration will accept either of 
two bids submitted last Thursday 
‘l) to take over the old Belasco 
theatre, renovate it and run it as 
a legit house. 

Bids, both of which contained 
conditions, came from Joseph 
Curtis, New York advertising. man, 
_and son of Jack Cohn, president of 
Columbia Pictures; and the Ameri- 
can National Theatre and Academy. 
PBA is expected to announce its 
decision within the next few days. 

Interesting gimmick is this: the 
National theatre, operating on a 
“white only” policy, ends as a 
legiter Aug, 1, since Equity players 
will not be permitted to appear in 
the house after that date.. If a deal 
should be set up for the Belasco, 
it would probably be eight or nine 
months or more after that before 
the Belasco could be readied for 
the public. 

Efforts have been made to as- 
sure legit during that hiatus by 
leasing the Lissner auditorium of 
George Washington University. 
However, this will apparently get 
nowhere since Dr. Cloyd H. Mar- 
vin, university president, declared 
on Saturday (3) that “When we 
lease for outside productions, we 
must not commit ourselves too far 
in advance. This is something we 
cannot do and still keep the audi- 
torium for its main purpose, stu- 
dent activities.” 

The Curtis bid for the old Belas- 
co, pow a warehouse for the Treas- 


(Continued on page 43) 
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118 Strawhats Listed With Equity; 


° e 
Over 70 Semi-Pro or Am Units Operate ssc anne 


director | 


There are 118 professional sum- 
mer stocks listed by Equity, not 
counting half a dozen on the Coast. 
While a few additional outfits may 
be added, the strawhat season is 
now in full stride. Not included 
are 70-odd semi-pro or amateur 
countryside stocks. Some summer 
outfits are operating in cities but 
the large majority are spotted in 
the sticks, with a fair number in 
resorts. Last summer there were 


a total of 125 stocks, of whieh 122 | 


spanned the strawhat season. 


Most strawhats are single units; 
that is, one operator or one man- 
agement, but four stockmen have 
two or more summer outfits in ac- 
tion. Julies J. Leventhal tops the 
quartet with three, plus two rotary 
stocks in New York neighborhoods. 
His stocks are spotted in Norfolk, 
Va., Long Beach, L. 1, and At- 
lantic City, in addition to the Fiat- 
bush, - Brooklyn, and Windsor, 
Bronx. 

Franklin Trask has three, two 
being in Mass., at Plymouth and 
Gloucester, the third at Stamford, 
Conn. Arthur Beckhard is operat- 
ing two, one each at Martha’s Vine- 
yard and Falmouth, Mass. Guy 
Palmerton also has a brace, at 
Worcester and Fitchberg, Mass. 





Putnam County’s Slate of 9 
Mahopac, N. Y., July 6. 

Putnam County playhouse here 
starts its season tonight (6) with a 
slate of nine plays, all selected by 
various New York drama critics. 
Opener tonight (6) is William Gil- 
Jette’s “Secret Service.” Thea- 
tre’s managing director is Jil) 
Miller. 

Other plays scheduled, all one- 
weekers, are: “The Whole World 
Over,” July 13; “Life with Father,” 
July 20; “Volpone,” July 27; “Cap- 
tain Applejack,” Aug. 3; “Glass 
Menagerie,” Aug. 10; “Night Must 
Fall,” Aug. 17; “The New York 
Idea,” Aug. 24. Final offering will 
be a new script, still unselected. 

Jan Spencer Scott will do the 
sets for the third season. Rita Dhu 
Wray of the Goodman theatre, 
Chicago, is returning to do the 
costumes. 





‘First Lady’ as Wellesley Opener 
Boston, July 6. 

Wellesley College Summer Thea- 
tre and Drama School announces 
the opening of its summer course 
July 5, with the theatre season 
opening July 13. First presentation 
will be “First Lady,” starring 
Peggy Wood, to be followed by 
Robert Sterling in “Holiday,” 
Madge Evans in “Barretts of Wim- 

le Street” and Eddie Nugent and 
Lois Wilson in “Yes, My Darling 
Daughter.” 

The Yankee Network through 
WNAC and WNAC-TY is sponsor- 
ing a special series of broadcasts 
directly from the drama workshop 
at Wellesley with scholarship in 
drama awarded writer of best let- 
ter on “Why I Like the Theatre.” 





Sail Left Theatre, Inc. 
Albany, July 6. 

Sail Left Summer Theatre, Inc., 
has been chartered to conduct a 
theatrical business in Germantown, 
with a capital stock of $10,000, 
$100 par value. are Ed- 
ward L. Carroll, Lester Laurence 
and Walter L. Neal. 

The Sail Loft strawhatter was 
launched last season by New York 
interests in.a former loft overloek- 
ing the Hudson River at German- 
tse about 35 miles south of Al- 





Lamb in Al Fresco ‘Deck’ 


Gil Lamb, last on Broadway in 
the recent, short-lived “Sleppy 
Hollow,” will appear in “Hit the 
Deck” in al fresco presentations of 
the musical at Louisville, week of 
July 12, and Pittsb , week of 
July 19. The Louisville date, pacted 
three months ago, was heid open 
despite the Broadway play assign- 
ment intervening, because of 
Lamb’s draw there the past two 
summers. 

Lamb also had a bid for a vaude 
circuit tour of Australia this sum- 
mer and fall, which he has passed 
= arg he + me ee an- 

er or a Broadway show in 
September. 4 





| time for Henry” and Brian Aherne 


iin “Beaux Stratagem.” 

At least three other plays are to 
be booked, with the possibility of 
'a more extended season if weather 
| looks good and Washington fails to 
;}come up with an in-town legit 
| house. 
‘20th Century’ 12G, Detroit 

Detroit, July 6 

Summer session at Shubert- 
| Lafayette continued with good re- 
'sults with its second week’s offer- 
jing, “20th Century,” starring 
Mischa Auer and Haila Stoddard. 
|The take was better than $12,000. 
| Current attraction is Ruth Chat- 
j terton in “The Little Foxes.” 








Saratoga Tryout 

| “Duet for One,” eight-character 

| psychological melodrama by Eve 

Greene and Richard Blake, will be 

tried out by the Spa summer thea- 

| tre, Saratoga, probably week of 

| Aug. 16. 

| Authors are coming east for the 

premiere. 

| 

| Shady Lane’s Staff Set 

| Chicago, July 6. 
Shady Lane theatre, Marengo, 

Ill., amnounced staff of Equity 

strawhatter last week. Boyd Crane 

is director; Ted Curtis, technical 








ton, of theatre arts dept. of UCLA. 
Stage manager is Otto Kuester. 
Jean Lovelace and John Morris are 
the leads. 

“Glass Menagerie” is set for 
July 7 through July 11, with 
“Goodbye Again,” “East Lynne,” 
“Out of the Night,” “Tobacco 
Road,” “You Touched Me” and 
“Apron Strings,” following through 
Aug. 29 


DETROIT SYMPH SETS 
9-WEEK POP SERIES 


Detroit, July 6. 
Detroit Symphony Orch starts a 
nine-week series of free open-air 
Pop concerts at Michigan State 


Fair Grounds beginning next Tues- 
day (13). Concerts are slated thrice 
weekly, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, with a full 80-piece unit 
under baton of Walter Poole. 
Guest soloists will be used. 


Jointly sponsoring the series are 
the Detroit Federation of Musi- 
cians, president Henry Reichhoid of 
the Detroit Symph and the State 
Fair Board. 











Hayward in Huddles 


On Anderson Drama 
Leland Hayward was due back 


by plane to huddle with members 
of the. Playwrights’: Co. on the 
question of his co-ptoducing Max- 
well Anderson’s next play, “Anne 
and the Thousand Days.” It’s a 
drama about Anne Boleyn, with 
Margaret Sullavan and Katharine 
Hepburn being considered for the 
title part and Ralph Richardson a 
possibility for the role of Henry 
vill. 

Hayward is also busy with prep- 
arations for the road company of 
“Mister Roberts,” with Richard 


and the production of the Richard 
' Rodgers-Oscar ‘ Hammerstein, 2d, 
musical version of James Miche- 
ner’s “Tales of the South Pacific.” 
in which he’ll be associated with 
Joshua Logan and Rodgers and 
s.ammerstein. 


Current Road Shows 


(July 5-17) 


“Annie Get Your Gun”’—Shu- 
bert, Chi. (5-17). 

“Blackouts of 1948”—El Capitan, 
L. A. (5-17). 

“Carousel”—Int., Vancouver (5- 
10); Mayfair, Port. (12-17). 

-“For Love or Money”—Selwyn, 
Chi. (5-17). 
“Harvey”—Nat'l, Wash. (5-10). 

“High Button Shoes”—Gt. North- 
ern; Chi. (5-17). 
“John Loves Mary”—Harris, Chi. 


(5-17). 
% "Opera Hse., Bost. 
(5-10); Nat’l., Wash. (12-17). 
“Oklahoma!”—Aud., San Diego 
(5-10); Aud., Sacramento (12-17). 
“Private Lives”-—Biltmore, L. A. 








ag 

: See 

‘Edward Everett the Wife "| L. A. (5-10). Philharmonic, 
rats t Horton in “Spring-| (5-17) °" + 30¥"”—Geary, Frisco 





director, assisted by Culmer Ben- | 


from the Coast last night (Tues.) | 


Carlson in the Henry Fonda part, | 


| Philly Orch Gets 4th P.A. 


In 2 Years in Gabber Engle 
; Philadelphia, July 6. 
Donald Engle, former Washing- 


‘annotator and _ publicity 
for the Philadelphia Orchestra. 
Engle will take over in the fall, 
orchestra laying off during the 
summer stretch. Newcomer is the 
fourth pressagent the Philly orch 
has had in less than two years 
Others were Jerry Gaghan, Ralph 
McCombs and Fred Fielding. 


‘Boston Pops Winds Up 
| 63d Season With 3156 
Record for 55 Nights 


Boston, July 6. 


Boston Pops season of the Bos- 
| ton Symphony Orchestra wound 
‘up its 63d season this week with 
the all-time record gross of $315,- 
000 for a 55-night session. 


Orchestra of 90 men, conducted 
by Arthur Fiedler, filled Symphony 
| Hall every night of the session with 
virtually no seats unsold through- 
|out. Tuesday night shows were 
| broadcast, sponsored locally by the 
| Hub’s Old Colony Trust over WBZ. 
Parent organization, First National 
Bank of Boston, airs Fiedler and 
| 60 symphony men Sunday after- 
noons throughout the fall 
| winter season. 


This week the orchestra, reduced 
_to about 70 men, moves into the 
Esplagade for a 21-night session 
| free to the public. It operates on a 
| $30,000 budget for the outdoor con- 
certs with donations figured to top 
| the budget. Last season donations 
/came within $100 of the budget, 
| 250,000 people attending. Sidemen 
|operate on special contracts for 
each symphony series, making dif- 
|ferent takes on regular symphony 
concerts, Pops, Esplanade, Tangle- 
wood, radio and records. 
real layoff for Hub symphony side- 
| men comes in September, other 11 
months finding them thumping on 
a virtual daily basis. 


INTERSTATE IN DEAL 
WITH THEATRE GUILD 


Dallas, July 6. 
After almost 30 years of hit and 
miss legit theatre bookings, Dallas 
will return next season to the ma- 
jor roadshow routes. , 


The Interstate circuit has com- 
pleted arrangements with the The- 
atre Guild to add Dallas, Fort 
Worth, Houston, San Antonio and 
possibly Austin and E! Paso, to the 
Guild-subscription itinerary that 





i 
! 











Seattle, but until now no city far- 
‘ther south than St. Louis. 

Four shows are announced for 
next season. They are “Carousel,” 
|“Allegro,” “Command Decision” 
‘with Paul Kelly, and “The Play’s 
_the Thing,” the last with Louis 
/Calhern and Faye Emerson. The 
theatre will either be the Majestic 
‘or Melba. 
| Interstate will not limit its legit 
bookings to Guild-subscription 
shows. “Oklahoma!” 
Evans in “Man and Superman,” 
and Bert Lahr in “Burlesque” are 
also on the tentative list for next 
Season. 4 


Ann Sothern, Sister 
Prep Legit Musical 
Hollywood, July 6. 

Book and music for a.stage musi- 
cal, “Sky Blue Pink,” have been 
completed by Ann Sothern and her 
sister, Bonnie Lake, who composed 
“Young Man With the Horn” and 
“July and I.” 

Production will be supervised 
here by Miss Lake but film commit- 
ments will prevent her sister from 
starring in the piece. 


Strawhat Jottings 


“Jason,” current at Malden 
Bridge (N. Y.) 





| 
j 
} 





playhouse, with 
William Sturgess as the lead. Yale 
Wexler, formerly of the Pitts- 
burgh Playhouse, and Phyllis Love 
are 
house, 30 miles south of Albany, is 


= Sunday, with 


strawhatter 


Peterson 


man. ..Dorothy 





Woodstock (N. Y.) Playhouse. 


and | 


Only |! 


embraces 25 cities from Boston to. 


Maurice | 


cast...East Durham (N. Y.) play-| 


“It’s a Wise Child,” 
Ww } } 

a Friday matinee, this week. New male lead in S. 
ged by Thomas 
B. Eldershaw and Jack Wasser- 


this week in “All My Sons” at the will be 





Philly's Robin Hood Dell in Doldrums; 
Wanamaker Store 


Concert Threat 


Philadelphia, July 6. 





Tacoma Symph to Carry 
On Despite Seattle Secesh 


Tacoma, July 6. 
Tacoma Philharmonic Symphony 


Orchestra plans a full season of | 


four subscription concerts; a series 
of children’s concerts, and its usual 
appearances in Olympia next sea- 
son, according to Fred T. Haley, 
president. Eugene Linden has 
been engaged as permanent con- 
' ductor. 

Last year Tacoma, with Olympia, 
was part of the tri-city merger 
that created the Pacific Northwest 
Symphony Orchestra, from which 
the Seattle Symphony withdrew 


last week. “Tacoma board is ex- 
ceedingly regretful to see the 
Pacific Northwest Orchestra’s 


| promising future threatened by the 

Seattle action,” Haley said, adding 
that Tacoma would carry on as it 
had in*the past. 


French National Orch 
Is Set for 42 U.S. Dates 
This Fall Under Muench 





The French National Orchestra, | 


with Charles Muench as conductor, 
is set for 42 dates in the U. S. this 
_ fall, in the first visit of a European 
orchestra to America in about 25 
years. Orch, whose proper name is 
L’Orchestre National de la Radio- 
diffusion Francaise, is equivalent 


'to the NBC Symphony Orchestra | 


| here, as chief orch of the state- 
}owned French radio. 


: Tour will be sponsored by the 
| French government, which is pay- 
| Ing passage shore-to-shore for the 
'97 players. Jack Adams and Co. 
is managing the tour here, which 
opens Oct. 14 in Bridgeport and 
closes in N. Y. Dec. 5 with a ten- 
tative network date. Regular Car- 
negie Hall, N. Y., concert is set 
for Oct. 17. Most dates are pacted 
at $4,000 each, with three or four 
i percentage. Muench is under 


is to become regular conductor of | 


| the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
| for the ’49-’50 season. 


BEA LILLIE’S ILLNESS 
CANCELS HOLIDAY US.A. 


Both performances of “Inside 
U.S.A.” Broadway’s top grosser, 
‘were called off at the Century 
| Monday (5) because of the illness 
of Beatrice Lillie, co-starred with 
Jack Haley in Arthur Schwartz- 
Howard Dietz revue. Afternoon 
| performance was to have been the 
matinee usually played at midweek 
but switched because the Fourth 
of July was celebrated on Monday. 
Miss Lillie was slated to appear 
|Tuesday evening (6). 

Most of the patrons for the 
skipped matinee and night ex- 
changed tickets for subsequent 
performances. At night the Century 
boxoffice made refunds or ex- 
changes, also offering to exchange 
“U.S.A.” for tickets to musicals in 
otlier Shubert theatres such as 
High Button Shoes” (Shubert), 
“Make Mine Manhattan” (Broad- 
hurst) and “Look Ma I’m Dancin’ ” 
(Adelphi). What with hot, sunny 
|Weather and the weekend holiday 
| exodus, tickets could be had for 
| virtually all 21 shows on the list. 
Thunderstorms Monday came late 
n the evening, not affecting attend- 
/ance one way or another. 


. ’ ? 
Littler’s B’way 0.0. 
Emile Littler, London showman 
| is clippering into N. : 











| Broadway shows, bein rti , 
interested in the gem orc 
| Musical productions. He’s d 

diay (Wed.) Pure 
| His most successful American im- 
‘in its 57th week at the Coliseum 
_ London. 





| Barry Sullivan = Play the 


! : n’s 
comedy, “The Second Man,” 
‘week at the Westchester playhouse 
here. Others in the cast of four 
| lodge. Mildred 
‘Dunnock and Brooks West. 


Arthur Judson’s management, but | 
| Zot special okay for this tour. He 


¥. to see! 


past season’s 


two other newcomers in the | Port is “Annie Get Your Gun,” now | 


Combination of rain, Republican 
‘Convention and general slump 
have found Robin Hood Deli, out- 
!door concert attraction, running 
far behind former years in attend- 
ances. 

Despite the presence of names 
like Hazel Scott, Amparo Iturbi, 
Alec Templeton and John Charles 
Thomas, the highest number of ad- 
missions announced has been 4,- 
500. These are the management’s 
figures. Music critics and outside 
observers uniformly lop off 25% 
and more in their private estimates. 

Even granting the management’s 
estimates, attendance is away off 
in comparison to the 8,000 to 15,- 
,000 crowds the Dell used to draw 
en star nights in previous years. 
The GOP meant little or nothing, 
although the presence of Dmitri 
Mitropoulos and what is virtually 
the full personnel of the Philadel- 
phia Orchestra was thought to be 
| big drawing cards. 
| Proof that Philadelphians aren't 
| deaf to the lure of good music was 
‘evidenced during the week of the 
|convention, when an_ estimated 
icrowd of 28,000 thronged the grand 
{court of Wanamaker’s department 
store to hear a program featuring 
Jan Peerce, Robert Merrill and Vir- 
ginia MacWatters. 

Emergence of the Wanamaker 
‘store as a buyer of costly talent is 
one of the phenomena of the local 
musical scene. Store has booked 
the Phil Spitalny all-girl orchestra 
‘for the week of the Democratic 
convention, which should bring 
another whopping turnout of shop- 
pers and music lovers. 
| Dell officials frankly frown on 
the Wanamaker threat, and consid- 
jer it the added straw on their pack 
of troubles. Spitalny, for instance, 
| was wanted by the Dell, but balked 
at the rain clause in the contract. 

Crowds of 62,000 and 72,000, re- 
‘spectively, for the Philadelphia In- 
quirer’s music festival, and the 
|Daily News sponsored Mummers 
/parade didn’t help the Dell much, 
either. 


GALLO MAKING BID 
FOR CHI AUDITORIUM 


Chicago, July 6. 

Fortune Gallo is making a bid to 
take over the old Auditorium thea- 
tre, dormant for the last decade, 
and use it for showcasing the San 
Carlo and other musical attractions. 
Cook County, Ill., board of super- 
visors last week approved a tax 
settlement of $277,698, for back 
taxes amounting to $1,300,000, by 
the Roosevelt College, owner of the 
building. 4 

It is estimated that it would take 
about $500,000 to put the theatre in 
shape, including air conditioning. 
Costs of remodeling would be 
borne by the tenant. Shuberts and 
syndicate headed by Ralph Ketter- 
ing are also interested in taking 
the property over. 

Award Set Aside 


Recent arbitratron award against 
tenor Eugene Conley in favor of 
the San Carlo Opera Co. was set 
aside by Judge Ferdinand Pecora 
in N. Y. supreme court last Thurs- 
day (1). Judge upheld Conley at- 
torney’s claim that two of the 
arbitrators weren’t impartial, and 
directed that proceedings be held 
before new arbitrators. Judge 
made his decision after putting a 
referee on the matter and study- 
ing his findings. " 

Fortune Gallo, San Carlo head, 
had claimed he advanced Conley 
$1,500 before latter went into the 
Army, for the tenor’s postwar ser- 
vices, and that the latter reneged, 
singing elsewhere. San Carlo was 
awarded $5,000 contract damages 
in addition to the $1,500 advance, 
in the arbitration now upset by 
Judge Pecora. Gins & Massler rep- 
benrgag Conley; Max Shongold, 

allo. 











Milhaud Teaching 


In Europe since last October, 

composer Darius Milhaud returned 
to New York last week aboard the 
Mauretania to teach at the Berk- 
shire Music Festival. at Tangle- 
/wood, near Lenox, Mass. 
_ While abroad he said he had 
| written a symphony for the French 
government to coincide with the 
centennial celebration of the 1848 
revolution. 
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ChiB.0. Varies; ‘Annie’ Advance Light: 
‘Shoes’ 386, ‘Money’ 106, ‘Mary’ 156 


Citcege, a, ‘. 
er here was the light ad- 
a “Annie Get Your Gun” 
which opened yesterday (5). Only 
one legiter took a _ pre-holiday 
slump, “John Loves Mary,” but 
still had a good week. “For Love 
or Money” picked up and might 
eateh a summer run. “High But- 
ton Shoes” is still sold out. 

“Allegro” is waiting to come in, 
but no theatre is available, with 
Studebaker and Erlanger still. be- 
ing remodeled. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” Shubert 
(2,100; $4.94). Returnee opened 
yesterday (5) with weak house. 

“For Leve or Money,” Selwyn 
(2nd wk) (1,000; $3.71). Did a little | 
better this week, with neariy $i6,- 


000. 

“High Button Shees,”’ Great 
Northern (7th wk) (1,500; $6.18). 
Keeps up on the top rung with 
$38,000. 

“John Loves Mary,” Harris (21st 
wk) (1,000; $3.71). Slipped some- | 
what this stanza, but still an all 
right $15,000. 











PS 
2 


‘HARVEY’ $16,000 IN 
TH WASHINGTON WK. 


Washington, July 6. 





“Harvey,” setting up a longevity 
record at the National, racked up | 


$16,000 at the boxoffice for its sev- 


‘Annie’ 326 in 5, Denver; 
‘Holiday on Ice’ 306 in 10 


Denver, July 6. 
i “Annie Get Your Gun” did more 
in five shows than “Holiday on Ice” 
did in 10, and with half the seating 
| Capacity per show. 
| “Holiday” did a poor $30,000 
with 5,800 seats, with a $2.50 top; 
“Annie” did a fine $32,000 with 
2.900 seats, with a $4.20 top. Both 


were brought in by Arthur Ober- 
felder. 





Holiday & Weather 





| Tt was inevitable that Broadway’s 
| biz would dive the week before the 
| Fourth of July. 
|ideal Friday and Saturday (2-3) it 
| was estimated that one-third of 
|New York’s population decamped 


And with weather | 


'to country or beach resorts over 
ithe long weekend, so any chance | 
ito recoup from the slump of the! 
earlier days last week vanished. 














Blop Bway B.0.; 


‘Tce’ 466 in 9, in First Full Week; 
‘Look Ma,’ ‘Brig’ Folding, ‘Joy’ Ended 


ary basis as are some _ others; 
slipped to around $7,500 last week. 


| “Mister Roberts,” Alvin (20th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Sock straight 
play sold out last week, with 
standees, but tickets were avail- 
able in agencies; $34,500. 

“Strange Bedfellows,” Morosco 
(25th wk) (C-935; $4.80). Two-for- 
ones have been something of a 
lifesaver for some shows. Last 
week's takings, however, dropped 
further; $7,000 indicated. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (3lst wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
Always capacity. Only a few less 
standees, but the gross is again 
areund $27,500, great figure for 
drama. 

“The Heiress,” Biltmore (40th 
wk} (D-920; $4.20). One of the past 
season’s earliest clicks has been 
doing okay, but off around $3,000 


rt ) 
enth week. This week, its eighth | Sweethearts $42 500 
und tent chukker of the engage- | ° ; : ‘ 
ment, it’s figured to do in the! Ins $ 000 
—t, of ay due to yester- | W low Boy 19, 3 
ays (5) special holiday matinee.; ‘¢ ’ J Majority of attractions switched 
“Oklahoma!” is due back next | Blackouts $17,600, midweek matinees to Monday (5) 
Monday for a three-week gallop | Los Angeles. July 6 | when the holiday was celebrated, 
whieh will carry up through July S ae oe > omy 'S. | figuring on patronage from vout-of- | 
31 and the windup of the National; "U™mer season officially got towners, but business was off with | 
as a legiter. | under way last night (5) when weather hot one cw. ey amie § | 
Gene Mann opened his Greek the- | MCNt 's expected later In the month | 
j : | 
atre in Griffith Park for the third | 1 ed ee ee ee | 
Play out of Town \Season of operettas under the| Grosses went off from $2,500 up- 
| Stars. Opener, “The Merry Widow,” | ward for straight plays (‘Mr. Rob- | 
| faces stiff opposition especially | erts” and “Streetcar” excepted) up 
a /Since Tallulah Bankhead in “Pri-|to around $11,000 for musicals, 
Ex Marks the King ,vate Lives” rekindled the Bilt-| and there was a flood of two for | 
Hollywood, Cal., June 30. more last night for a three-week | ones, inctuding Saturday. “Howdy, | 
Horseshoe Theatre production of farce in 
| three acts (4 scenes) by Howard Chaldecott. 
Staged by Opal Euard; settings by Sherman 


| stand. 
|, Business has been slowly getting 


better all over town and indica- 


Mr. Ice,” the new ice revue, scored 
with takings around $46,000. ‘‘Look | 
Ma I’m Dancin’” closes Sat. (10) 


| for an approximate $12,000. 


“The Respectful Prostitute,” and 
“The Happy Journey,” Cort (16th 


4a 





| Laude < ta sab , nec . wk) (C-1,064; 20). Siipped as 
ramen ; 1 Norte eg Cal, lions are that the summer season and half a dozen Shows posted | much as pt management i 
. —" fold . J anag 8 
Big Fadeeut June 2, '48; $1.60 top. aterm |should be highly profitable. 7 ms — a m4 to the hopeful of snenning sumer. ‘Sell 
che enton.,.....+ ToT eri re. ampto £ ~ 
il ameahe, Mined 7... 1 fc Steve Alexander | Estimates for Last Week rig MUS WR om, ty, /mated getting around $7,500 last 
Continued from page 41 MW) Taacitle Cooke..........00. 00s Charlotte Kay “Blackouts of 1948,” El Capit Estimates for Last Week week 
“Cracker” Delaney.........- Rudy Plaskof | ist wk we apitan) Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | REVIVALS 
week, or more than 50% of the RR eee fy eee ee Ralph Gustafson | WK) (1,142; $2.40). Okay cD (Comedy-Drama), R 


5 | 
EIS 604 35.6:040. 900008 Anne Sterling | $17,000. (Revue), } 


“The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 


tal number on the list. MUNA Ris dseuckceds'a. cad . H. Motter|” ,, I< (Musical), O (Operetta). 
ations are that there will Mlaiee NE Se one saad weet aae aieariee Lend an Ear,” Las Palmas (3d “Allegro,” Majestic (38th wk) (10th wk) (CD-712,$4.80). Slated to 
een roenatin law tamales of Gaal | aa Straten. ons s.. *++++,Gale Gabbard | wk) (388; $3.60). The town’s smash; | (M-1,695; $6). Down over $10,000 | Continue here until end of month 
Another Intruder............ atric wte|SRO $6,300. for takings approximating $18,500, | then goes to Central City for three 


rent shows that are reasonably sure | 
of holding over into the new sea- 
son, and Broadway must depend 
mostly on the 1948-49 crop of pro- | 
ductions to keep its showshops | 
lighted. There are plenty of new 
shows listed for the new season, | 
but the threat of income tax ruling | 
on limited partnerships figures to | 
keep down the number of new. 
shows, unless the situation is clari- | 
fied within a reasonable time, for 
productivity is dependent upon 
outside backing to a greater extent | 
than is generally understood. 
Straight plays certain to hold 
over into the new _ season are | 
“Streetcar Named Desire’ (Barry- 
more) and “Mister Roberts” (Al-| 
vin). Some of last season's dramas | 
that clicked are still on the boards, | 
but are routed for the road after 
summer, such shows including 
“Command Decision,” “The Heir- 
ess,” “Born Yesterday,” “The Re-| 
spectful Prostitute,’ “Me and) 
Molly,” “Strange Bedfellows” and | 
“Joy to the World.” “Harvey” is’ 
t definite, although “The Play’s | 
the Thing,” which goes to Central | 
City, Colo., for three weeks at the 
end of July, is due to resume. 


Next Season 


Bookings for the fall are mount- 
ing despite uncertain conditions 
and the coming presidential cam- 
paign. Most of Broadway houses 
suitable for musicals are booked, 
there being four current song-and- 
dance shows being slated to hold 
Over well into the fall season: “In- 
side U. S. A.” (Century), “High 

Shoes” (Shubert), “Annie 
Get Your Gun” (Imperial) and 
“Make Mine Manhattan” ‘Broad- 
hurst, which may get a new at-| 
traction). 

“Magdalena,” being readied on- 
the Coast, is card@d for the Ma-, 
jestic; “My Romance” is due into) 





|tion, the idea being to get the 


ee ee Lars Christiansen 

|. “Separate Rooms,” New Beaux 

With kings, ex-kings and would- —_ oa (560; $3). Climbing; 
be kings popping up in the news! ,, itt haces ; 

with monotonous regularity, this) , “Sweethearts,” Philharmonic Aud 

(2,670; $4.20). Slipped 


new script is at least topical. It is, (24 wk) 
however, far from being the zany | Slightly to $42,500. 

“The Winslow Boy,” Biltmore 
(1,636; $3.60). Second 


farce it’s supposed to be. 
There are one or two laughs in ‘2d wk) ! 

the second act, but for the most frame up to $19,000, to give it a 

part the script is bogged down by | $36,500 total for the stand. 











for lowest take since opening; same | 
goes for most others; ticket sale 
extends to Sept. 4, but provisional 
notice up. 

“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(30th wk) (R-998; $4.80). Bargain 
tickets were in evidence at many 
boxoffices, this one included; gross 
down to under $10,000. 





weeks with Broadway resumption 
planned; around $8,000. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 
“Life With Fatker,” Windsor, 


Bronx. 
“Anna Lucasta,” Flatbush, 


Brooklyn. 





“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial ¢ ? 
(112th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Some | DECK HITS 496, ST. L00; 





the old story of a regal impersona- | 





dull, though pleasant, dialog. It’s | 
2 Bids Weighed 


phoney king married off to a titled- 
husband-acquiring film star and 
then collect alimony. 


It might serve as the basis for a ury Department, is $250,000 for a} 


mildly amusing film -10- > ul ) 
‘but it has nothing to offer the legit | 10-year lease. He would pay a rent-' operated deeply in red when the 


al of $100 monthly until renova- 


rogrammer 


field. 


—ama Continued from page 41 | for Ethel 


Staging by Opal Euard isn’t rapid 


tions are complete. Then the re- 


| slump sent gross here down around 
$31,000. Mary Jane Walsh batting 


| tion. 
| wk) (M-977; $4.80). Off further and 
count was around $7,500; continu- 
“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (126th | 


Merman, who’s on vaca- | 


enough to produce a farce-flavor mainder would be pro-rated among | 002: em | 
even in the one or two spots where i] the remaining months of the lui chon ee ya Pare Arby we 
script sparkles best, and the cast | jease. Mindful of the Government’s| trend when new low was noted last _ 
just about manages to be —* ‘stipulation that any lease should be week; approximately $9,000. | 
ap. —_ subject to a’ one-year cancellation! “Brigadeon,” Ziegfeld (69th wk) 

‘notice, this Curtis bid calls for a (M-1,628; $4.80). Slid downward 

reimbursement of the ‘“unamor-j|abruptly and takings estimated 

Play Abread _tized portion” of modernization around $18,500. Won't attempt to 

| costs in the event the Government. play through summer; closes down 

Wonders Never Cease ' year lease, to be paid at the rate goodly run and like] to play 
London, June 30. of $1,000 monthly. In addition, through summer, but ngs down 

Minster Productions (Molly May-Anthony after the cost of renovations are | with the field; $13,000 indicated. 
Parker) presentation of comedy in three completed, ANTA would cut the | “Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 











yanks back the building. | uly 31. : 
ANTA bid $120,000 for a 10-| ogth win wD OG G4 00) Has Goda 








aeis by Martyn Coleman. Directed hy Jia |Government in for 50% of net! (77th wk) (M-1,319; $6). Anoth 
29, '48. y : ; : er 
Mi Ladd 3 ae eee Bradley | profits. The ANTA proposal also’ run musical that was considerably | 
Sara Thacker See eesbetecccsars . Sally or contains a gimmick calling for re- under the previous week’s takings. 
ee eens hs oases Se Waring ,imbursement of “expenditures not | Rated under $22,000 
Kitty Thacker......ss+s+---.Moyna Macgill) vet recouped,” if the lease should) “Harvey,” 48th St. (193d wk)’ 
- , 
Mr. Bababbalouk.....+++..- William Mervyn lled | (C-902; $4.20). Longest run com- 
Dwight Rowiand......... Christopher Quest be cancelled. edy on list was smacked along with 


Mrs. Harris.......+++.«.--Constance Lorne ANTA estimated that the cost of most others and last week’s count | 


doing over the old theatre, now estimated around $8,000 


Type of comedy known locally nothing but a hollow shell, might «igh Butten Shoes,” Shubert. 





long runners were affected propor- | ’ 
‘tionately as much as any others; ‘MUSKETEERS GETS WET 


St. Louis, July 6. 
A cloudburst following inter- 


“Ballet Ballads,” Music Box (7th , mittent rains all day washed out 


‘the opening of the seven-night 
\stand of “The Three Musketeers” 


‘at the Municipal Theatre Assn.’s 
ance doubtful. |alfresco playhouse in Forest Park 


last night (Mon.). 


“Hit the Deck” wound up its 
one-week stand Sunday with a neat 


,record. A total of 70,000 payees 
‘laid an estimated $49,000 on the 


life. 


German Actor Joins 
Piscator Workshop 


A German character actor, vet- 
eran of 20 years on the Berlin stage 
and in various foreign-language 
films, Erwin Hiller arrived in New 
York last week to join Irwin Pis- 
cator’s staff at the dramatic work- 
shop of the New School for Social 
Research and seek a career on 
Broadway. He resigned as direc- 
tor-instructor at the American Lit- 
tle Theatre, where the U. S. Army 
puts on its own plays in Berlin, to 
come to this country. 


Hiller the dropped the formal 





as “whimsy-whamsy” is gay and 
imaginative, but hardly likely to 
make much impression. Even 
Moyna Macgill’s charm fails to 
bring this story te level of adult 
entertainment, though her return 


go as high as $380,000 to $400,000. 


| Belasco and the property next to, 


it as sites of a future Treasury De- 
‘partment annex. Cancellation of 


the St. James; “Love Life” is slat- to London after 20 years was in the gress voted the money to go ahead 
with the annex. 


ed for the 46th Street; “Ziegfeld 
Follies” will probably bring back | 
the Winter Garden to legit. Other. 
Musicals planned include “Heaven | 
on Earth,” “Kiss Me, Kate,” “The | 
Happiest Days,” musical version of | 
“Charley's Aunt,” “Fifth Avenue,” | 
Small Wonder,” “That’s the Tick- | 
et,” “Forty-five Minutes From) 
Broadway” and “Tales of the South. 
Pacific,” which isn’t due until late 
or winter. 
ly autumn, too, should see 
vo,” Lyceum; “Edward My 
Son,” Beck;.. ‘Life With Mother,” 
ire,” “Town House,” “Summer | 
and Smoke,” “Sundown Beach,” | 
“Light Up the Sky,” “Time for’ 
Elizabeth” and “The Leading | 
Lady,” all of which are straight. 
Plays, plus “Hold It,” musical list- 
ed to relight. 


} 
| 


Carousel’ 456, Seattle 
s - Seattle, July 6. 
With “Carousel” as the vehicle, 
legit did a swell comeback with 
Mingly little effort, in spite of 
ing) (weather) and strike (Boe- 
With $4.25 top, ‘the 10-day en- 
g $45 


Eagnent hit a ,000 in the 
Metropolitan. 








nature of an event. — . 

Scene is a glorified junkshop in 
Bristol, run by a feather-brained 
widow who is in financial straits. 
She brings home a suitcase she has 


‘ { 
bought. Sote content is an antique 
poy art bottle, from which a_ 


genii emerges with the power to 


grant the traditional wishes in re- | more put agreed to slice their pay. first time. 
_off to $44,000; both Monday (5) 


rn for his release. 
tuThe genial djinn takes a fancy 
to the widow, but fades out after 


wishes to make him human. 
a claimant for the grip appears an 
turns out to be the ephemeral 
“slave” in the flesh. So after all 
the widow gets her man. , 
All this is amusingly told by a 
goodly octet of contrasted charac- 
ters. Sally Cooper, Gladys Cooper's 
daughter, has little to do in this, 
her first West End appearance, but 
looks attractive and promising. 
Ambrosine Phillpotts, as a tough 
uiz star of radio, is excellent in a 
omineering, forthright fashion. 


| William Mervyn is a matter-of-fact 


of the bottle in modern dress 
as eaes the part as though he 
believes in it. Cle 





Bard College Playhouse 
nandale-op-Hudson, N. Y., is pre- 
senting “John Loves Mary Tues- 
day through Saturday of this week 


, at An- ¢ 


| 





| 


‘Ballads’ Gets 


Continued from page 41 


: (29th wk) (M-1,387; $6). Was off 
The Government is holding the but slightly in com 
going and estima 

500, keeping it up with leaders. 
Joan Roberts 
the lease would come only if Con- Fabray. 


rison to the 
around $36,-— 


replaced Nanette 


“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (2d. 
wk) (R-2,994; $2.88). First full week | 
after excellent press, takings were 
quoted around $46,000 in nine per-— 


'formaneces. Should be higher this 
_ week with extra holiday shows. — 


“Inside U. S. A.,” Century (9th- 








| 
i 


Management still has around 
$8,000 as a sort of ace in the hole, 


ries. 
| Production of “Ballads” was put 
,on by Nat Karson, designer and 


stager, who has a complicated con- | 


tract with Hambleton and Stern. 
‘He alleges contract breaches and 
has instructed his attorney to start 
suit, claiming that his professional 
‘status was dented through mana- 
-_gerial errors. Stern is a Chicagoan, 
‘scion of the wealthy Rosenwald 
family. He assisted Karson in 
‘readying another experimental 


| Ww. 

Oni EI show that showed box- 
office strength was “Skipper Next 
‘te God,” which drew on the 
‘strength of John Garfield’s appear- 
‘ance. That engagement stopped 
‘when he withdrew. 


- 


wk) (‘(R-1,670; $6). Eased down 
somewhat at both matinees for the 
Week’s gross ra 


_performances were cancelled be- | 


, : | cause Bea Lillie was ill. 
‘abortive efforts to use one of the that money being on deposit to; 


“Jey to the World,” Plymouth. 


hen _ guarantee actors and crew sala- Attendance dropped so much last. 
| week that management decided to | 


‘end engagement; played 16 weeks; 
| $7,500 indicated. 

“Look, Ma, I'm Dancin’,” Adel- 
‘phi (R-1,434; $4.80). Final and | 
| 23rd week; slide in business sent 
‘count down under $15,000 and 





| management ordered closing; was | 


| slated through summer. 

| “Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
‘hurst (25th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Was 
one of the musical leaders, but was | 
|eaught in the pre-holiday slump. 
| Takings estimated around $24,000, 
over $8,000 under previous week's 


ce. 
PeMe and Molly,” Belasco (19th 
wk) (-1,077; $4.80). 





| weeks to 





May not last | 
much longer; players on cut sal- the Geary Monday ‘5 


von Hiller) in Cologne, from 1930 
to 1934, presented anti-Hitler plays 
in secret at a small basement play- 
house known as Stage X. The 
project never was discovered, he 
says, and he continued to act in 
Germany under the names of Ott- 
win Rabe and Harry Foerster, un- 
til 1944, when he was arrested and 
sent to a concentration camp. Later 
transferred to a state prison, he 
was released when the Nazis were 
defeated. 

The actor’s brother, Edgar 
Hiller, a tenor known profession- 
ally as Frank Linden, has been ac- 
tive in concert and opera in Switz- 
erland the last few years, but plans 
to come to the U. S. soon. 


“Okla.” 206, Hub 
Boston, July 6. 
Long weekend and stretch of 
good vaction weather caused fall- 
ing off at b.o. of “Oklahoma!” 
Last week’s biz off from previous 
light $20,000. Show 
closes this week. 


‘Lives’ 19G, Frisce 
San Francisco, July 6. 
Tallulah Bankhead, in ‘Private 








ce. les 
000 under previous week’s Lives,” at the Curran, chalked up 
ah a strong $19,000 for her fourth 


week at the Curran last week. 
“The Winslow oi reopened 
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Grossinger’s 
By Jack Shor 


Memo to 

Bob Weitman, 
Paramount Theatre, 
Times Square, New York 


Sorry you couldn’t be here 


for weekend, but thought 
you'd like tu know what hap- 
pened. 

July Fourth weekend was 


socko, but the rule-book had 
to be turned inside out to make 
it so... First show biz edict 
says you can’t follow the big 
guys—but what do you do when 
the weekend opens with a visit 
by Eddie Cantor? . . . That was 
the kickoff Friday as the man 
with the great big heart flew 
into Grossinger Airport on the 
eve of his sailing to Europe. 
and on behalf of Hadassah’s 
Youth Aliyah, brought Met 
baritone Bob Merrill and NBC 
starlet Elaine Malbin to parlay 
a story-book hour of songs and 
fun into a $30,000 pitch which 
means that 50 children will 
reach their haven in Palestine. 


Weekend rolled inte high gear 
Saturday as capacity guest- 
roster took time off from golf- 
ing, swimming, sunning, riding, 
frolicking, to watch Billy Tal- 
bert best Frank Shields in two- 
of-three fast tennis sets... 
Holidays shows, booked by 
Mort Curtis, started off with 
Lenny Kent getting top. yocks 
in Saturday show, with heavy 
support from Beatrice Kraft 
dancers, Timmy Rogers, and 
baritone Charles Fredericks .. . 
Pleasant surprise came when 
Special Events Director Bob 
Towers introduced guesting Au- 
brey Eban, UN Delegate from 
new State of Israel, who drew 
thunderous applause as he as- 
sured listeners that his country 
would win out in spite of all 
problems . Following last 
week's visit of entire Habimah 
company in “Dybbuk,” and cur- 
rent high interest .in Palestine, 
this was greatest historical mo- 


ment at Grossinger’s since 
Chaim Weizmann’s visit several 
years ago. 


Sunday saw amateur links 
champ Willie Turnesa, with 
nephew Richard, in exhibition 
against Joe Turnesa and Paul 
Grossinger. Former team won 
out, with Willie firing a sub- 
par 71. Prologue to golf duel, 
though, was Air Show by Gros- 
singer Airport planes led by 
Vern Wright, wartime personal 
pilot for Averell Harriman, cli- 
maxed by 4,000-foot double par- 
achute jump by Gabby Garbet 
... . Al Bernie, Mack Triplets, 
Three Swifts and Mayo Broth- 
ers combined for showtime 
kudos, with climax speech by 
Jennie Grossinger, on behalf of 
guests, wishing success to 
Major Eban and_ expressing 
nope that the new state would 
have happy Independence Days 
real soon, even as we .. . Jen- 
nie was brought on by Barney 
Ross, who led spirited singing 
of “Star-Spangled Banner” and 
“Hatikvah.” 


Meanwhile, dancing sparked 
by music of Freddie Calo, Ed- 
die Ashman and Mal Malkin 
bands — with Portugal’s top 
composer, Frederico Valerio 
and brother Joao playing their 
tunes . . . Doc Marcus added 
to general hilarity . . . High- 
lights at Grossinger Airport in- 
cluded Research Institute’s Leo 
Cherne bringing in family in 
his own plane, and attorney 
Irving Greenfield flying in from 
Chicago, longest personal plane 
trip to the “G” since airport 
opened. 


Just before Sunday show- 
time, Grossinger golf playing- 
pro Babe Didrikson flew in 
after a match at Danbury, to 
go on location Monday morn 
with Columbia crew on Gros- 
singer course—doing three Bill 
Stern sports reels .. . Monday’s 
new arrivals watched a happy 
iome-going crowd, including 
3roadway Sam Roth, Judge Isi- 
dore Bookstein, Doc Leo 
Michel, “Miami Sun” Sports Ed 
Charley Johnson, Mae Questrel, 
pile into cars and planes for 
the homeward trip. 
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Sundown Keach | 


Westport, Conn., July 5. 


Lawrenee Langner, Armina Marshall and | 
Wilson present the Actors Studio | 
| production of a new play by Bessie Breuer. 


| Juhn C€. 


irected by Elia Kazan. 
ing by Kdward T. Cooper. At the Couniry } 
| Plavhouse, Westport, Conn., July 5, : 

RGerOM ins oe taisdoaeducacnd Robert &. 


| 
Simeon 


| Ce@Uih. os ccdocccsccceesee- Nehemiah _Persoft | 

| Merle, bartender............Martin Balsam 
Piazel, WA@iLTOSS.. 2... ceeereeees Treva Fruzee 

| Vanilla, waitress....-+.--- Jennifer Howard 

lTady Tourist....c-occecsooces-s-esien Maha 
tielen me Tee cae RUN IED Bute 

OD ws coat beaded sees 6RsbeKC Ralph Cullinan 

CNG 2. 2 ao kes 00 00 ctopenensas es Don Hanmer 
eT Re PEPE eee Tt ... Joe Sullivan 
ie. sauwanseet ehaoeeerese Michael Lewin 
eS Sib bs ep acvecceh cee wee Joan Copeland 
Rh. sean Cems ebecee ee tesan Anne Hesgira 

i George Washburn......-++-+> Edward Binns 

| Arthur Bond........+-.++%- Warren S.evens 

| Hank, Neutemant........0-++eee+6- Tom Avera 

P Blin, waitress. cccccgcctesss Lenka Peterson 

| Belle, Wace sergeant:..... Kathleen Maguire 

| Naney, Wac corporal......+:.- Kim Hunter | 

Perea, <1), << oy dbp oie bail y's Ralph Robertsen | 

Pe Ee. ben os sb cde shone Shins Pee Julle Harris | 
Bhurtel... cw cccccnnccccenes Cloris Leachman | 

l thaddena Long.....:se08+e0s oe Steven Hill | 
Arijor Paul Waltets.......-. John Syivesice 
kK e¢ -) a ee ee Tra Cir’ cer 
Mirst Airforce Pilot.......-..+-++4 Alex Nicol | 
Sacond Airforce Pilot....... George Her hey | 

| tou, Nadine’s brother-in-law...Lou Gilbert 

a) eee Harris Clay 
Another Pildt...c.csceecereerss Frank Perry | 


! 





Lawrence Langner’s decision to 
insert the first stage production of , 
the Actors’ Studio, new youns 
Broadway study group, into a tradi- 
‘tional summer barnyard schedule, | 

is one of the most stimulating 
things that has happened to the, 
| summer theatre. 


J. Singer has 





Louis already 


4 bought “Sundown Beach,” Bessie 


Breuer’s steadily interesting first 
play, for a September production 
in New York, on the basis of a run- 
through shepherded by Elia Kazan 
and Chery! Crawford, who gathered 
the members of the Actors’ Studio 
together last winter. Some of these 
fledglings must have grown up 
during their first performance here | 
tonight (5), when a storm doused 
the electric power for two acts and 
the drama had to be unfolded by 
candlelight and with the aid of , 
flashlights. The storm muted all 
the music cues and naturally chal- 
lenged the experience of some of 
the players. 


Miss Breuer (Mrs. Henry Var- 
num Poor) has used a familiar de- 
vice effectively to explore the or- | 
deal of a group of Air Force com- ' 
bat crews restricted to a_ con-| 
valescent hospital in south Florida | 
shortly after VE Day. These are | 
the war-weary pilots, gunners and 
crew chiefs of the Eighth, Ninth, | 
Twelfth, Fifteenth and CBI Air) 
Forces, whose return to duty or, 


' 


| civilian life is delayed when medi- | 


cal processing discloses some form 
of digression from the norm. 


Thanks to the playwright, the 
boys have access to a nearby bar 
where, in a series of vignettes, few | 
of them closely related to any cen- 
tral powerful dramatic theme, Miss 
Breuer discloses that personal dis- 
turbances before the war were, in 
most cases, the basis for their col- 
lapse after combat. And hate more 
than love impels most of her char- 
acters, Miss Breuer ruefully con- 
cludes. She does not do a repair 
job scientifically but she does hold 
a playgoer’s interest with a proces- 
sion of case histories colorfully 
sketched against a background of 
jukebox proportions. 

Although the strain of playing 
against a storm was sufficient to 
set the initial performancé offkey, 





drama is not yet up to Kazan’s 
penetrating best. There is repeated 
evidence of his special talent but 
there is a general unevenness of 
playing which quickly identifies 
the willing postulant and the 
trained one. Some of the new- 
comers have been ordered to fling 
themselves into their lines, thereby | 
setting the performance further | 
offbeat. And a third-act moment | 
of suspense, when a frenzied vet-. 
eran may kill his wife, is dissi- 
pated by the playwright’s caution, 
a bow to good judgment, perhaps, 
but not to good theatre. 


Standout in the big cast is Julie 
Harris as a dreary, spindle-legged 
cracker who confronts her ignorant 

husband with a child spawned in 

his years in the CBI. Here Kazan’s 
uncanny and relentless appraisal 
of desolation is at an arresting 
height, with Miss Harris skillfully 
completing a characterization that 
also finds the playwright in her 
best form. 

Jennifer Howard is also sure of 
herself as a wholesome barmaid. 
'And there is nothing of the study- 
| hall in the performance of the ex- 
| cellent young actress, Lenka Peter- 
ison, as a yielding waitress. 

_ But Kim Hunter, best known 
_player in the new acting troupe, 
_ recruited for this Westport break- 
iin from the cast of “A Streetcar 
| Named Desire,” does not register 
strongly as a WAC who woos a 
diffident pilot whose handicaps rob 
him of his chance to reiurn to the 
Air Force he most loves. Warren 














| 


Scenery and light- able, 


the direction of this fragmentary |- 


| Stevens acts and looks this char- 


acter. There is a tortured veteran, 
well played by Edward Binns, 
whose reunion with his wavering 
wife is blitzed by mutual short- 
comings. Don Hanmer is okay as 
an unhibited GI. The veteran 
Ralph Cullinan is lost in a bit. — 

Edward Cooper’s single setting 
of an untidy Florida cafe is suit- 
and there are familiar 
snatches of local color. 

The Actors’ Studio is off to a 
good if not spectacular star in 
“Sundown Beach.” Doul. 


Clinton, N. J., July 4. 

Eddie Rich production of musical comedy 
in two acts (11 scenes). Look and lyrics b; 
Leonard Gershe; music, Dean Fuller; siaged 
by Gus Schirmer; settings, Jesse Beers; 
dances by Douglas Coudy; voeol arrange- 
ments by David Craig and Dean Fuller; 
cos.umes by Eaves Costume Co At Clin- 


ton Music Hall, June 28-July 
top. 
Mra. BOCROMAM . sc cee vccccs Frances Carson 


THe BOO. iskiciies 2 Clarence Bedine, Philip 

Gebhardt, Jr., Bill Verigan 

Henry Buchanan.......-...«« John S. Clubley 

; Stacey Buchanan... Teonard Claret 
GrandMa..vccccccsveerssesese Violet Roache 

WOT sooo coetevricndosvcctsesroe Ray Arnett 

SUNOS ss bo cbs basene sepcget cemeORTe oF sncern 

PTINCIIM 6.5 Bioiis die oc Foose Chan Richardson 

NT 55 5 xo dt os 0 tne 06> eed bas Tom Randall 

SPP ctelsveadldcchteetdeent Ginger Kinney 

Sidney Buchanan.......... William Nichols 

Bunny Browh. vsceccecsenee Lenore Lonergan 

Mary BOWE. 6. ccccdcedcscceces Beverly Janis 

Bld PENNS 6 Us oa sO eccevneceaed Alan Dreeben 

Harley BROWN... ..cccvccccceces Stuart Nedd 

Ressie Bensonhurst........... -...Hope Zee 

| Jessica Buchanan......++..... Romola Robb 





Eddie Rich, impresario at Clin- 
ton Music Hall, braved convention 
last week by staging a musical, 
“Hand in Hand,” at his strawhat 
here. And Rich got away with it. 


| Patrons apparently enjoyed it. 


The small stage offered some 
handicaps, with constant changes 
for the 11 scenes in two acts. Two 
pianos provide the music and the 
chorus was limited to six, but that 
did not detract from the perform- 
ance, as some tunes were catchy, 
the dialog fresh and the plot not 


| too bad. Rich says the play is 


headed for Broadway, but it needs 
plenty of fixing if it is ever to get 
there, 

The plot involves a love affair 
between a pair of highschool kids 
who, to overcome parental objec- 
tion, create something of a scandal 


: by registering at a hotel in New 


York. There are some spicy lines, 
but not too shocking. 

Lenore Lonergan has the leading 
role as Bunny Wagner. It is her 
first musical, but she does well. 
Other headliners are Viola Roache, 
Leonard Claret, Beverly Janis, Ray 
Arnett, William Nichols and Alan 
Dreeben. 

There are 20 in the cast, a large 
number for such a small stage as 
the Music Hall’s, but Gus Schirmer 
did a pretty good job in staging. 


|The dances by Douglas Coudy also 


are commendable. Powell. 


For Better or For Worse 
Lake Hopatcong, N. J., July 2. 


Lakeside production of comedy in three 
acts (4 scenes) by Richard Stevers. Stars 
Kdgar IWennedy,. Directed by Richard 
Stevers; set designed by Randolph Gunter, 
Opened at Lakeside Summer theatre, Lake 
Hopatcong, N. J., June 30, '48; $1.80 top. 


Biante Mavis. 230i vogsccces Edgar Kennedy 
Bob Bevins...............-..Martin Steiner 
Jane Bevins........ 606660 Colleen Kennedy 
us TOUR. . sb Sess 0 he Sete Nancy R. Pollack 
Merrill Hingshine.........Patriek O'Connor 
OP REE Paw ® Eddie Hyans 
BOTA cocctcs es ccnscccseesocecss Robert Alvin 
FROIG ook vb cacesecccddccec. 3: Ope Canicron 
Jim Haines......% eeccececces Herbert Evers 
BEE CSS ES 8s 0 60.0 bc 65600 00% Fleanor Evans 
BER PERMOMRA: 12005060 ¥ a0 layne Harvey 
MOY. TEMMMINIMG, « ono ds.06 0.400.060 00 john Adair 
MUO OG es ok eV ivcotececscccecNeny Albert 





That fallguy of frustration and 
past master of the slow burn, Edgar 
Kennedy, has a chance to parade 
his film tricks in this little comedy. 

“For Better or for Worse” tells 
what happens to the middle-class 


_and painfully commonplace Bevins 


family when grandpop pops off and 
leaves a modest fortune acquired 
betting on the nags. Mrs. Bevins 
starts running through the money 
in an attempt to crash society and 
marry off her daughter to a sup- 
posed millionaire playboy. Harry 
Bevins (Kennedy) invests $5,000 in 
one of his habitual risky business 
deals. When the playboy’s family 


turns out to be broke, thus freeing 
daughter to marry the man of her 
choice, and at the same _ time 
Harry’s real estate’ transaction 
miraculously pays off, everything 
works out just about as you'd 
expect. 


It’s all as broad and familiar as a 
comic strip of the Maggie-Jiggs 
variety. Hard to see it for Broad- 
way or the screen. 


Kennedy gets satisfactory sup- 
port from a company which in- 
cludes his own daughter Colleen in 
the ingenue assignment. Nancy R. 
Pollack, as his frau, is a good match 
for him in their domestic brawls. 
Patrick O’Connor is amusing as the 
prissy playboy. The author lias 
directed ainst an_ attractive 


enough low-budget setting. Paul. 


3, 48; $2.40 | deleted. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Although he lives up in the Connecticut strawhat country, Dick 
Maney is strictly a Broadway show press agent and is distinctly snooty 
about summer stocks, as indicated in a N. Y. Times magazine article 
last Sunday (3). He concedes that’ around 40 strawhat theatres (he 
mentions but half a dozen) out of around 120 are “operated with in- 
tegrity and high professional competence but the remainder for the 
most part are artistic dodges, begat for gain, conducted along the gen- 
| eral formula of an Elks picnic... the acting ranges from erratic to 
revolting . . . trapped in three-act relics which can be mounted with 
a minimum expenditure of thought, money and invention, most of the 
actors who appear in the sylvan theatres are there through economic 
desperation. The experienced know that in addition to their makeup 
kit and wardrobe, they should be equipped with traps and fowling 
pieces, against the day they may have to live off the IgnG@ 6... a star 
| may draw down as much as $3,000 in the bush, while the rest of the 
| east are living on herbs, roots and wild berries.” 








When Equity adopted new summer stock rules, followed by revisions, 
the requirement of $20 pay for the allowed week of rehearsals was not 
It was predicted that the stockmen would equalize the re- 
hearsal pay item by lowering salaries that much for the first week of 
performances. Almost every summer stock manager has followed that 
course, including the leading openair operetta operators. Contracts for 
actors with salaries up to $200 and more have clauses whereby the first 
week’s pay is set forth in figures approximately $20 under the amount 
due the actors after the initial week. Regulations formerly called for 
$3 per day subsistance pay during the rehearsal week to players getting 
$75 or less, while the new rule applies to all in the company. 





Maurice Zolotow contributed an article headed “Broadway’s Happy 
Hartmans” in the July 2 issue of the Saturday Evening Post, his sub- 
jects being Paul and Grace Hartman, co-starring with Hank Ladd in 
|“ Angel in the Wings” (Coronet, N.Y.). The couple, who have been 
appearing together for 25 years, were “Coast Defenders,” a term de- 
scriptive of far western acts who were regulars on the former small- 
time theatre chain known as the Ackerman & Harris circuit. Comic 
dancers are both from San Francisco, where his father, Ferris Hart- 
man, put on musicals from 1885 to 1914, buying the rights from Broad- 
way producers. 





Lambs club is refurbishing its living rooms, which have been in a 
state bordering on disintegration for years, even though members have 
lived there continuously and the house was generally “sold out.” Rates 
are modest. It will cost approximately $350 per room for new furni- 
ture, carpets and decoration. Money has been subscribed by well- 
known members to take care of 40 out of the 57 rooms. Around $10 
per member is being solicited to defray the cost of fixing up the bal- 
ance. Metal plates with the names of each contributor will be placed 
on the door of each room. 





Jack Yorke, general manager for Chery! Crawford’s “Brigadoon” 
(Ziegfeld, N.Y.), has resigned a similar post with Margaret Webster, 
whose Shakespearean troupe will play college and school auditoriums 
next season. Yorke will handle Miss Crawford’s new musical, “Love 
Life,” due into the 46th Street during autumn, and is also to be g.m. 
of “Sundown Beach,” a drama trying out in summer stock. It’s also 
due on Broadway in the fall. Play will be presented by Studio, Inc., 
ee by Elia Kazan and Robert Lewis, with Louis J. Singer, the 

acker. 





Shows which discontinue Broadway engagements in summer and 
then resume are not often able to recapture the boxoffice pece when 
relighting, but “The Play’s the Thing” will attempt that operation. 
Revival will discontinue on July 28 and will jump by plane to Central 
City, for a three-week engagement, being due back at the Booth Aug. 
23. Molnar comedy fared very well for a time but business has been 
slipping the past three weeks. “Command Decision” was first men- 
tioned for the Central City trick. 





Goldie Stanton Clough resigned from Michael Myerberg’s staff 
when she recently married, but the showman called her back to manage 
his Mansfield theatre for the showing there of “The Betrayal,” all- 


colored cast film drama. ~ 








Without Rhyme or 
Reason 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., July 6. 


John Huntington production of red Hille- 
brand's musical reyue. Stars Bert Wheeler; 
features Pat Harrington, Laurette & Cly- 
mas, George Jason, Nina Varela, Gloria 
Ware, wilh Blanche Lytell, Jimmy Little, 
Toni Tucci, George Zorn; Adam Carroll at 
the piano, Stageu by Hillebrand; settings 
by Paul McGuire, Opened at Spa summer 
theatre, Saratoga, N. Y., July 3, '48; %3 
top. 





Presentation on Broadway of 
“Without Rhyme or Reason” would 
be just that in its present form. 


The Fred Hillebrand intimate re- 
vue, on its second night at the at- 
tractive Spa summer theatre, had 
undergone the shearing of eight 
numbers and an hour’s running 
time, but still was rough, slow and 
spotty. Some new material had 
been introduced, and other changes 
were to be made during the next 
eight performances. If local audi- 
ences are any criteria, summer pa- 
trons may find plotless show divert- 
ing; here they laughed long, ap- 
= heartily and overlooked 
much. 


Bert Wheeler, of course, hasn't 
lost his splendid timing sense, stage 
presence and warm personality, 
but he needs sharper and firmer 
material than he has. Through one 
of those citronella-circuit quirks, 
the water supply was partly cut for 
his “Waiting for Your Phone Call” 
skit. The gadget supposed to flood 
him from underneath did not func- 
tion according to plan. The custom- 
ers laughed at the downpour. but 
the Niagara of guffaws reported the 


Wheeler, the epitome of pathetic 
futility as the lovesick jonis trying 
“to call his girl for 18 years,” in- 
formed the audience of the missout. 
He pulled solid laughs in his stand- 
ard. type of second-act monolog 
(with a broom and sandwich), 
sprinkling the chatter with inside- 
stuff quips at John Huntington, the 
producer; Hillebrand, and other cast 
numbers. He and George Jason, 





first night did not materialize. |t 


comic magician (who also works in 
the lobby between acts), did well in 
an old-ladies-hats sketch. 


_Pat Harrington, who draws the 
biggest billing next to Wheeler, 
rings the laugh bell here and there. 
A nightclub comedian and_tele- 
vision performer (Kraft Music 
Hall), he does well with the mate- 
rial handed him but there is not 
enough of it that’s first class. In 
“Our Hit Parade,” the sprightly, 
likable Hdrrington rams across 
“Shake the Hand of the Man Who 
Shook the Hand of Mr. Callahan,” 
good if somewhat reminiscent. 
“Forever,” sung by Gloria Ware, 
does not sound promising, but “I 
Worry About You,” warbled by 
Hillebrand, has a nice melody. 


Hit of the first half are Laurette 
& Clymas, dance team, who click in 
Before and After Marriage,” a 
satire on terpsichorean duos. They 
have an “Apache” number late in 
the show. Buxom Nina Varela 
caught the fancy of the near-capac- 
ity audience with a_burlesqued 
Voice Culture.” Toni Tucci reveals 
a good deal of epidermis in a flash 
teaser. Jason, a magician who 
should be in demand, also clicked, 
though he could project better. 
Adam Carroll at the ivories in a 
corner of the orchestra, gives a par- 
ticularly fine reading of the score. 
A patriotic first-act closer, “It’s a 
Great Country Over Here,” is the 
nearest thing to a production at- 
tempt. Hillebrand, tall, grey-haired 
and im evening clothes during the 
entire first half, emcees with spirit. 
Paul McGuire had no great 
chance with the rather bare set- 
ings. Jaco. 











SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and | 
Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street. New York 
7623 Sueset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal 
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Mealand-Shulman’s Collab 

Richard Mealand, former Para- 
mount story editor, has collabo- 
rated with Max Shulman on a 52- 
page screen treatment of a* short 
story by Shulman that appeared in 
the June 12 issue of Collier's. 
Treatment is now being offered 
the studios by the Levee-Stark 
agency. Yarn is tagged “The Thief 
of Broadway.” It is a show biz 
drama. Shulman’s mag story was 
labeled “The Small Time.” 

Mealand has written two novels 
and a number of short stories 
since he left Par two years ago. 
This is his first effort specifically 
for the screen. 





FTC Cites Book Clubs 
Federal Trade Commission last 
Saturday charged six book clubs, 
including Book-of-the-Month and 





ernment if renegotiation of the 
controversial clause were re- 
quested, 


Arizona Times Sale Snag 

Arizona Times, reported sold last 
week by publisher Anna Roosevelt 
Boettiger, has reverted to its origi- 
nal owners following a nix of the 
deal by minority stockholders. 
Group seeking to take over the 
p.m. daily was headed by Colum- 
bus Giragi, Times columnist, and 
Fred A. Eldean, N. Y. public rela- 
tions counselor. Giragi was to have 
chipped in with additional coin for 
the hardpressed paper. 
| Plans now eall for Giragi, who 
| had taken over as editor-publisher, 
ito be retained in an advisory ca- 
|pacity. Giragi made _ drastic 
|changes during the few days he 
icontrolled the paper, eliminating 
‘one editor, cutting overhead, slash- 








Literary Guild, of falsely claiming jing salaries on a voluntary basis. 
to offer “free dividend or bonus | Sixty employees were dismissed 
books. FTC complaint objects to |the day before Giragi took charge. 
use of terms like “free,” “bonus| Anna and John Boettiger own 
books,” “book dividends,” etc. as /51° of the Times stock, including 
“false, misleading and deceptive.” |2°% turned over to them by Elea- 
About six months ago, the Com- nor Roosevelt. Walter Kirschner of 
mission ruled that words like |the Grayson chain clothing stores 
“free” could not be used where | originally had the remaining 49%. 


there were any strings to the offer. 

Named in the current citation 
were: Book - of -the- Month Club, 
Inc., and its officers; Doubleday & 
Co.. and its subsidiary, Literary 
Guild; Nelson Doubleday, Inc., of 
Garden City, and its subsidiaries, 
Book League of America, Double- 
day One Dollar Book Club, and 


Home Book Club; Cadillac Pub- | 


lishing Co.; and Walter J. Black, 
Inc., trading as the Classics Club 
and Detective Book Club. 





Romberg Fictionalized 

A novel based on the life of Sig- 
mund Romberg, “Deep in My 
Heart,” written by Elliott Arnold, 
with Romberg aiding with data 
and advice, will be published by 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce next spring. 

Meantime, in addition to his 
current summer radio _ chores, 
Romberg is working on a new legit 
musical with Dorothy Fields, while 
a film scoring job is pending. 





Portuguese Film Rights Sought 


American interests are negotiat- 
ing in Lisbon to buy film rights to 
two successful Portuguese novels, 
“Selva” (“The Forest”), by Fereira 
de Castor, a novel about adven- 
tures in the Brazilian forest, and 
“The Maia,” a domestic novel. 


“The Maia” is the work of Por- 
tugal’s leading novelist of the last 
century, Eea de Queiros, centenary 
of whose birth was celebrated last 
year. The novel has also been 
adapted for the stage and the five- 
act drama was a big success last 
year in Lisbon and on the road. 





Cott’s ‘Treasury of Spoken Word’ 

Hermitage Press on Oct. 15 will 
bring oft a “Treasury of the 
Spoken Word,” edited by Ted Cott, 
program veepee of WNEW, N. Y.., 
and subtitled “an anthol of 
oems designed to be read aloud.” 


ontents of the volume will be/T, 


based on material from a transcrip- 
tion library by the same name to 
be released this fall by World 
Broadcasting. The book will also 
carry instructions, a la script form, 
od the reading of the ms. Louis 

ntermeyer will do foreword. 
« WNEW has been airing the 
Treasury of the Spoken Word” 
material for a number of months. 
It’s reported abeut another 100 
Matlons have taken options on the 

es. 


. 





Treaty Excludes Chinese 

Although the Senate has finally 
passed the Treaty of Friendship, 
Commerce and Navigation between 
the U. S. and China, the clause 
covering Chinese translation of 
American literary works was spe- 
cifically excluded. That phase of 
the pact is thus left in the air. 
Under the Senate action, Chinese 
translation of Ameriean writings 
“will be interpreted in accordance 
with the provisions of the Treaty 
of Commercial Relations signed at 
Shanghai, Oct. 8, 1903, until 
further negotiations and agree- 
ment concerning tions are 


forthcoming.” - 
The new treaty would have for- 
bidden the p of U. S. books 


in their original language, but 
would not have limited translation. 
Furthermore, under the most-fav- 
Ored-nation clause of the recip- 
rocal trade agreements, other na- 
tions would have had similar right 
of translation. It had been ex- 
pected that, despite from 
ublisher and author interests, the 
nate would approve the new 
treaty, as the State 
had argued that the U. S. would 
lose “face” with the Chinese gov- 


| Stock certified control of the paper 
‘could not be sold without consent 
'of all stockholders. 





CHATTER 


Margaret Barton's “Garrick,” 
iwill be issued by Macmillan in 
| September. 

Lucy Greay Blaek has joined 
| Knopf as assistant to William Cole, 
publicity head. 

Arthur Marx sold a story, “It’s 
Better to Receive,’ to Red Book 
mag for early publication. 

Radio News, Ziff-Davis publica- 
tion, becomes Radio and Television 
News with the August issue. 

“Sheridan: His Life and His 
Theatre,” by Lewis Gibbs, will be 
published in September by Mor- 
row. 

Sarah Salzer is profiling Andre 
Previn; Metro’s 19-year-old musical 
director, in this month’s issue of 
Seventeen mag. 

Two new publishing firms, Den- 
is Yates Publications, Ltd., and 
Peter Nevill, Ltd., have been 
formed in London. 

Bruce Downs, eastern editor for 
Popular Photography, Ziff-Davis 
publication, resgins to beeome pic- 
ture editor of Collier’s. 

James Dugan writing Cosmopol- 
itan piece on Robert Goldstein, 
Universal's talent scout, titled 
‘““*No-Gun’ Goldstein” for Novem- 
ber publication. 

Margaret O’Brten’s “My Diary,” 
illustrated with her own drawings, 
will be published by Lippincott in 
September. It will have an intro- 
duction by Lionel Barrymore. 

Robert I. Garver, radio director 
of Alley & Richards ad agency, 
writing a book on “Radio’s Partici- 
pation Programs.” scheduled for 
Prentice-Hall publication this fall. 


week junket to Hollywood to 
select this year’s candidates from 
all studios for Motion Picture 
Magazine’s yearly series, “Stars of 
omorrow.” 

Louis Bromfield, while auto- 
graphing books at Lazarus Book 
Shop in Columbus, O., last week, 
let it be known that he has an- 
other novel, “Wild Country” ready 
for publication next year. 

Paul Blanshard’s series of arti- 
cles on the Catholic Church, on 
the basis of which the Board of 
Superintendents banned The Na- 
tion from the libraries of the pub- 
lie schools of New York City are 
scheduled for —— in book 
form in the fall by Beacon Press, 
of Bostorf. 

Leonard R. Harris has resigned 
as associate editor of Varsity to be- 
come publicity director for the 
trade book department of Prentice- 
Hall. K. S. Giniger continues as 
public relations head of the firm, 
and Dorothy M. McKittrick is 
upped from his secretary to be 
assistant to Harris. Gene Elizabeth 
Wyatt continues as publicity assist- 
ant for the company’s other de- 
partments. 





Trust Victories 


Continued from page 3 


nixed the move because the Gov- 
ernment action has been sent back 
for new hearings and there is there- 
fore no fmal word on the suit. 
Litigating exhibs have been 
counting heavily on the tagging of 
certain trade practices as monop- 
olistic by the Supreme Court -as 
loading the dice in their favor. 
Company attorneys now believe 
that these exhibs will hold back 
until final decision in the Govern- 
ment suit so that rulings and 








Charles Samuels on annual six- 


opinions made therein can be used 
in support of their private suits. 
Fifth & Walnut counted heavily on 
the weight of these opinions but 
lost out because of the court refusal 
to permit their admission. 

In Contrast To 1947 

Remarkably enough, after a dis- 
astrous 1947 which saw affirmance 
of both the William Goldman 
(Philadelphia) and Jackson Park 
(Chi) decisions, majors have. not 
been hit with a single major blow 
during the current year. The 
Winning string started with the 
Bordanaro Bros. suit in Buffalo for 
$489.000 damages. In this action, 
all defendants but Warner Bros. 
and Paramount were let out. Triple 
damages of $84,000 were awarded 
against Par and Warners. Both are 
appealing, with a strong chance of 
reversal. 

Second victory also oceurred in 
Buffalo when the Rivoli Operating 
Co. (Stanley Kosenowski) took a 
beating in its $1,200,000 action. 
That suit resulted in a jury verdict 
against the plaintiff after the ma- 
jors introduced strong proof that 
Rivoli had engaged in percentage- 
chiselling. 

Third in the string was the 
Dallas action of B. R. McLendon. 
Court dismissed the suit after 
trial. McLendon allowed his time 
to appeal to lapse and later settled 
cross-claims for percentages on pix 
for $5,000. 

Active in handling the string of 
victories for the majors have been 
a number of attorneys well known 
to the industry. . Included are 
Louis Phillips (Phillips, Nizer, 
Benjamin & Krim), Richard Mor- 
gan and Mortimer Lane, Para- 
mount; Robert Perkins, Howard 
Levinson of Warner Bros.; Gordon 
E. Youngman, William Zimmer- | 
man of RKO; Edward C. and 
George Raftery ‘O’Brien, Driscoll, 
Raftery & Lawler) for United Art- 
ists and Universal; Louis 
(Schwartz &) Frohlich for Colum- 
bia; John Caskey (Dwight, Harris, 
Koegel & Caskey) for 20th-Fox; 
and Benjamin Meiniker for Metro. 


H’wood Wails 


Continued from page 1! 














fresh talent is called for from 
every standpoint now and that one 
new click per year is well worth 
the investment in time and money 


for the upbuilding. That the idea 
has taken hold is evidenced from 
the fact that on studio contract 
lists right now are 89 potential 
stars of the future, compared with 
less than 50 a year ago. 

By-Pass Big Names 

In the current economic drive 
the majors as well as the indies 
are sidestepping highly paid names 
and developing acting talent, espe- 
cially among teen-age thesps of 
both genders. Warners assigned 
Patricia Neal, a newcomer on the 
screen, to the femme lead opposite 
Gary Cooper in “The Fountain- 
head,” a role ogled longingly by a 
dozen Hollywood names. Other 
comparatively new names booked 
for buildups on the Burbank lot 
are Barbara Bates, Doris Day, 
Geraldine Brooks, Douglas Ken- 
nedy, Gordon MacRae, Ray Mont- 
gomery, Helen Westcott and Mary 
Stuart. 

Metro is heavy on sprouting 
femmes, although short on male 
juves. The roster includes Eliza- 
beth Taylor, Ava Gardner, Jane 
Powell, Peter Lawford, Janet 
Leigh, Marshall Thompson, Marsha 
Van Dyke, Arlene Dahl, Audrey 
Totter, Cyd Charisse, Claude Jar- 
man, Jr., Richard Beavers, Betty 
Garrett, Dee Turnell and Candy 
Toxton. 


Youthful thesps under contract 
at Paramount are Wanda Hendrix, 
Mona Freeman, Richard Webb, 
Laura Elliott, Margaret Field, 
Mary Hatcher, Roberta Jonay, 
George Reeves and Mary Jane 
Saunders. In the Hal Wallis stable 
on the same lot are Mickey Knox, 
Kristine Miller, Douglas Dick, 
Suzanne Dalbert and John Brom- 
field. 

20th’s Sprouts 

In the development process at 
20th-Fox are Colleen Townsend, 
Coleen Gray, Jean Peters, Debra 
Paget, Robert Arthur, Vanessa 
Brown and Richard Widmark. RKO 
has Betsy Drake, Jane Greer, 
Gloria Grahame and Jack Paar. 
Under David O. Selznick’s banner 
are John Agar, Rory Calhoun, Guy 
Madison, Gar Moore, Louis Jour- 
dan, Christian Kelleen and Hazel 
Brooks. 

At Universal-International the 
roster includes Marta Toren, Shel- 





ley Winters, Stephen McNally, Ann 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully +++++e+++ee+e004 


Nutley, N. J., July 1. 

In spring a Jung man's fancy lightly turns to thoughts of euphoria, 
which in case you skipped class that day is “merely an exaggerated 
feeling of well-being.”” And what is exogamy, too, if not this same 
exaggerated feeling? . 

Not only love gives this feeling. Dr. John Gregory on “Leave It 
to the Girls” gives it andeConsiance Bennett, Binnie Barnes, Sylvia 
Sidney, and a gal whose’ name | didn’t quite catch, seemed loaded 
with it. 

Dr. Gregory, who spiels his psychoanalytic routines with an Oxford 
accent (or is it Eton’), stumped the girls on words which would not 
have bothered them at all if they had been constant readers of Scully's 
Psychiatrie Word Book for Hollywood. 

Earning one’s “E” here in fact is easier than earning it at Eton. 
By using this dictionary as a pony you should finish far ahead of the 
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| class, which must be still trying to rhyme “love” with “heterosexual- 


ity.” This, too, is a symptom. It’s called the “expansive delusion.” 
You'll find it under: 

Echolalia. The meaningless repetition of words heard speken by 
others, a symptom of dementia praecox. “Okay,” “Check,” ‘That's 
right,” “Now he tells me,” “Well, that’s life!” “How’s tricks?” “Nice 
picture, L.B.” 

Echopathy. A nervous disease marked by a senseless repetition of 
words. Dialog of Hemingway characters. Ballplayers on coaching 
lines. 

Echopraxia. Meaningless imitation of gestures of others. Also a 
dementia praecox symptom. People who can't sing but imitate 
Crosby’s “Bub-bub,” Jolson’s knee routine, Truman’s piano-playing. 

Eclampsia. A ¢onvulsion, frequently occurring in later stages of 
pregnancy. Producers on coming out of the ninth bad sneakview of 
a picture, which seems to get increasingly worse with each editing. 

Eemnesia. Loss of memory for recent events, with fair memory of 
older events. Producers who say, “Gimme a pencil, I wanna make a 
mental note of this for tomorra’s meetin’,” but who remember quite 
well how sexy a sagging star of today looked 10 years ago. 

Econemy-Canon. A working rule in which the simplest explanation 
is preferred. Also called the “law of parsimony” and “Oceam’s razor” 
after William of Occam, who formulated it. Used for cutting B pic- 
tures for C minds. 

Ecstasy. (1) Excessive and overmastering joy or rapture; (2) state 
of suspension of sensory and other mental functions incident upon pro- 
longed contemplation of a limited group of ideas. Film salesmen in 
convention assembled on learning next year’s product will be fea- 
tured by a picture co-starring Lassie, Gregory Peck, Ave Gardner, 
Bing Crosby, Loretta Young, Larry Parks and Thunderhead. 

Edipus. The desire, usually unconscious, of the son to possess the 
mother and to be hostile to the father or destroy him. Correlative 
of the Electra complex. Jolson singing “Mammy” on Father's Day. 

Effemination. Extreme feminity in a man. Actors who want to re- 
vive “Pleasure Man” in Old Homo Week. 

Ege Libido. Characteristics of narcistic people. Actors who not only 
keep scrapbooks but read- them. Divorcees who keep telling different 
psychoanalysts the same dreams. : 

EFidetiker. An individual who possesses the ability to project like- 
like (eidetic) images. Children and actors. 

Elberfield Horses. A group of circus. horses which were able to 
solve arithmetical problems including extractions of square roots. If 
they could extract only round roots they were sold to Hollywood cow- 
boys for clearing the land of tree stumps. 

Electra Complex. Oedipus complex from the femme angle. Deliriums 
brought on exhibitors whenever they think they may have to play 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” again. 

Electron. A particle of matter, about 1/1,800 the mass of a hydro- 
gen atom, or equal to character parts of Indiams in almost any western. 

Embelism. The forming of an air bubble or other foreign body in 
a blood vessel. Common to writers on seeing their story ideas tossed 
into the bloodstream of a producer’s “original.” 

Emmert’s Law. The tendency of a projected image to increase in 
size in proportion to the distance of the projection ground from the 
eye. Producers who catch previews of dwindling. stars from the first 
rows far to the right, next to the fire exit. 
to the right, next to the fire exit. 

Emotivity. Capacity for emotional response as measured by a gauge 
dipped in glycerine. An 8m tear ballooned to 35m and transposed to 
Butch Jenkins’ cheek. 

End-Organ. A sensory receptor connected with a neuron or nerve 
fibre. Musical directors who try to save a bad finish with thunderous 
organ music. 

Endogamy. The custom of confining marriage to individuals within 
the same community or caste. Drunks who marry drunks, stars who 
marry stars, producers who marry chorines, writers who marry 
stenographers, etc., ete. Opposite is called exogamy. 

Enophthaimeos. The condition in which the eyeball is sunk into the 
orbit. Common in hangovers. 

Eeanthropus. Generic term for Pilidown man. Literally, “dawn 
— Actors whe want te play Tarzan. People who live in Tarzana, 
Cal. 

Eonism. Perversion characterized by impulse to dress in clothing 
of opposite sex. Actors who want to play “Charlie's Aunt.” Actresses 
who want to “George Sand.” 

Epigamic. Tending to attract other sex. Actresses who bieach their 
hair to attract actors wearing brunet toupees. 

Epipherial Feeling. Any experience whose source of stimulation is 
localized outside the body. A hotfoot administered during the chase 
seqrence of a western. 

Eremophobia. Psychoneurotic fear of being alone. No. 3 company 
on tour playing to empty houses. 

Ergasiomania. Busy activity in work-projects, none of which is 
ever completed. All authors go through this manic excitement. Some 
get over it. 

Ergophobia. A psychoneurotic anxiety lest one overdo in work or 
exercise. Also called Lapdog Disease. 

Error of Recognition. A term proposed by Foucault for recognition 
of an item not previously experienced. People who write to Exhibitors 
Herald telling what’s wrong with a picture. Psychology is overboard 
with a variety of errors. Many make their living just checking 
whether the errors are constant, variable, of judgment, or method, 
motivated, observational, referred or limited. 

A morbid interest in the color red. Also variously 
ealled the Thomas Sign, Tenney Complaint and Brewer’s Yeast. 

Eschrolalia. Senseless babbling of obscene words, met with in manic 
excitement and dementia praecox. In the Cohn Syndrome. 

Esoteric. Hidden. Known only to initiated. The Breen office boys 
who protest “cleavage” in the presence of low-cut gowns and demand 
it when twin beds are too close together. 


Blyth, Helena Carter, Howard! Brady. Walt Disney is 








Duff, Don Taylor, Richard Long’ 
by Driscoll. 


and Dorothy Hart. 


Enterprise has Beatrice Pearson, | 


late of the legit drama, and Marie 
Windson, formerly with Metro. 


Republic is building up Adele. 


Mara and Janet Martin. Eagle 


Lion sees star possibilities in June 


Lockhart, Lois Butler and Scott 


arranging 
a career for his lone moppet, Bob- 


Samuel Goldwyn is mapping fu- 
ture greatness for Cathy O’Donnell 


and Farley Granger and has signed 


a long contract with Gigi Perreau, 
a seven-year-old thesp. Columbia 
has assigned top femme roles te 
Terry Moore and Nina Foch. 
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Broadway 


Cynda Glenn clippers to Paris 

this weekend. 
~ Wallace Beery. planed to Paris 
for short vacation. 

Edwin R. (Ned) Armstrong now 
an associate p.a. in office of Karl 
Bernstein: 

Frank Stephens, of the Samuel! 
French office, on annual visit to 
Hollywood. 

Louis Hector has replaced Carl 
Benton Reid in “Strange Bedfel- 
lows” (Moosco). 

Mrs. Marjorie Osborne, of the 


Cambridge Playwright Opera Co. | 
in Lendon, currently visiting in| 


N. Y. 

Hedy iLamarr, returning to New 
York this week after a fast visit to 
Paris, will be back in Hollywood 
July 15. 

Karin Booth and groom Allan 
Carlisle vacationing in N. Y. from 
the Coast, where Miss Booth is un: 
der contract to Metro. 

Louis Calhern has-a new apart- 
ment at 41 W. 58 and Sidney H. 
Piermont, the Loew’s booker. is 
now esconsed at 45 W. 54. 


Allen Colby, head of Curtis 
Brown, Ltd., literary agents, heads 
for Paris for two months 0.0. of 
belles-letires situation on Conti- 
nent. 

Radie Hairis trained. to Coast 
Monday (5) for two-months’ stay. 
Her CBS five-minute spots will 
originate from there beginning next 
week. 

Theatre Guild’s Peggy Phillips 
flew to the Coast yesterday (Tues.) 
on a month’s leave of absence. A 
film company is interested in her 
play, “Paper Moon.” 

Martin Gosch, producer of the 
recent “Tonight on Broadway” tele 
series, recovered from the fracture 
and torn ligaments of his right 
forefinger, self-inflicted during a 
nightmare recently. 


N. J. Cohn, newly appointed 
head of the publicity committee of 
Allied Amusements drive for the 
Will Rogers Memorial Hospital, 
holding press conference today 
(Wed.) to outline campaign plans. 


John Alexander, who returned 
from Hollywood to succeed Paul 
Douglas as male lead in “Born 
Yesterday,” at the Lyceum, wants 
to continue on the stage, and is 
looking for a comedy for next 
se1son. 

Jules Schwerin, formerly with 
Paramount and Republic on Coast 
and more recently flack for Lopert 
Films in New York, now named 
head of television end of Film Pro- 
gram Services, outfit specializing 
in documentary films. 

Jane (Mrs. Lawrence) Tibbett, 
discharged from Norwalk (Conn.) 
hospital, recuperating at her home 
in Wilton, Conn., from multiple 
fractures of the foot and ankle, 
received in an auto crash. Her 
husband, the baritone, was severely 
bruised. 


Following marriage of their éld- 
est daughter, Mary Ellin, to Den- 
nis Sheedy Burden on Saturday 
(3), Irving Berlin planed to Ber- 
muda Sunday for a four-week vaca- 
tion with his daughter Elizabeth. 
Mrs. Berlin and daughter Linda 
followed the next day. . 


British playwright Veronica 
Haigh due in N. Y. at the end of 
the month to discuss a Broadway 
production deal. Her last play 
about Shakespeare, “To Dream 
Again,” starred Robert Donat in 
London. She’s currently working 
up a script around Jane Austen. 

Variety's George Gilbert “made” 
current Look in a_ photographic 
layout on Lrene Selznick’s activities 
in .connection with “Streetcar 
Named Desire.” VARIETY mugg 
was shown interviewing her on 
Queen Mary departure for London 
(Mrs. Selznick has since returned) 


where Hugh (Binkie) Beaumont 
will produce it after he _ first 
launches Tennessee Williams’ 


earlier play, “Glass Menagerie,” 
with Helen Hayes starred in (the 
late) Laurette Taylor’s role. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Sidney Blackmer in for “Years 
Ago” rehearsals at Logan Inn. 


Staats Cotsworth and Muriel 
Kirkland planed in with Dwight 
Weiss to visit with Mark Hawley 
at Raven Rock. 

Robert McCahon in to confer 
with Playhouse execs on Thornton 
Wilder-Carol Stone “Skin of Our 
Teeth,” booked for July 19. 

John end Marian Byram week- 
ending with Theron Bambergers at 
Solebury; ditto Carl Fisher and 
Peggy Cass with John Roots. 

Margo Jones, Emily Kimber, 
Manny Gurian, Shirley Booth, 
Ralph Bellamy in to catch “Jailer’s 
Wench *" (nee “Children of Dark- 
ness”) at New Hope last week. 

Ezra Stone flew up from Char- 
lottesville, Va., where he is staging 








“My Hearts in the Highland” for 
U. of Va. to catch spouse Sara 
Seegar in “Made in Heaven” 
Mon. (5). 

Frank and Fonia Sullivan built 
puppet revue for New Hope Fair. 
Turned into topgrosser. Don Walk- 
er’s amateur songwriting contest 
drew 45 entries. Won by Allen- 
town man, Clarence Bernhardt. 

Barry McGuigan, Philly press 
photographer, in to snap opening 
of New Hope Street Fair July 1. 
Four-day shindig doubled gross of 
last year’s event. Perfect weather 
until Monday night when shower 
broke up al fresco carnival tempo- 


Chicago 


Jack Thoma flacking for Black- 
hawk nitery. 

Fred Beat, manager of the Mor- 
rison hotel, ailing. 

Merrie! Abbott dancers into Em- 
pire Room of the Palmer House 
July 8. 

Gloria Palmer, dancer, and Irv- 
ing Roth, Chez Paree captain, plan 
an August wedding. 

Eddie and Fannie Cavanaugh, 
radio veterans, off on a motor 
jaunt to Yellowstone Park. 

Orchestra Assn’s. drive for 
$208,000 to finance the Chi Sym- 
phony Orch next season has reach- 
ed $103,593. 

Retiring champ Joe Louis is set 
for an appearance at the American 
Music Festival, Comiskey Park, 
July 17. Proceeds go to the Chi- 
cago Defender Charities. 

Coroner’s office has okayed the 
request of indie producers James 
Hack and Fred Niemann to film 
final scenes of their documentary, 
“Skid Row,” in the Cook County 
morgue. It’s the first time the “ice 
house” has ever been opened to 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Saks, Philly 
agents, celebrated 26th anni at 
Andy’s Log Cabin Friday night (2). 

Bryan Foy. Eagle Lion producer. 
in town last week, to negotiate 
deal with Connie Mack on biopic. 

Ear! McDonald, Philadelphia 
Orchestra manager, off to South 
Bristol, Me., for a summer of com- 
posing. 

Freddie Mann, president of the 
Seaboard Container Corp., and a 
pianist of parts, has taken out 
membership in Local 77 (AFM). 

Jules Falk, local impresario, 
asked to act in advisory capacity 
for the New. Lyric Opera com- 
pany’s series at Watergate, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Van Heflin, Julie London, Boris 
Karloff and Richard Long will 
make p.a.’s at Goldman theatre 
here for the world preem of “Tap 
Roots,” July 14. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
33 Blod. Montparnasse 

Tony Martin off to Hollywood. 

Michel Emer to Riviera for two 
months. 

Rita Hayworth off to Riviera and 
possibly Rome. 

Paris season about to close, with 
an average three benefit galas a 
night while it lasts. 

“Bishop’s Wife,” in English ver- 
sion at Marignan and Marivaux, to 
be followed there by “Bishop's 
Wife” in French dubbed version, 
for the first time in Paris cinema 
history. 

Charles Boyer to visit his native 
Figeac. He emceed personal ap- 
pearances of French and U.S. pic- 
ture talent at the Grande Nuit de 
Paris, latter being represented by 
Rita Hayworth, Hedy Lamarr, In- 
grid Bergman and Edward G. Rob- 
inson. Stars got a rousing recep- 
tion—a good sign in the current 
opposition here to American pic- 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 


South African Airways success- 
fully showing sound films to Sky- 
master passengers on_ routine 
scheduled evening flight from Cape 
Town to Johannesburg. 

Jan Rubini, American violinist- 
conductor, arrived in Johannesburg 
for three months’ contract as con- 
ductor of Colosseum theatre or- 
chestra. Wife is actress Terry 
Walker. eG: 

Gloom among exhibitors by an- 
nouncement there would be no re- 
mission of heavy entertainment tax 
in spite ef good surplus this year. 
Some lower-price bracket cinemas 
at present badly in red, may have 
to shutter. 

“An Ideal Husband,” British pic, 
after successful runs in Johannes- 
burg and Durban, is doing well in 
Cape Town. Premiere at Odeon 
and Curzon theatres, Cape Town, 
was in aid of Palestine Magen 
David Adom. 








London 


Phyllis Calvert ta Capri for film- 
ing of “Golden Madonna.” 

Sir Thomas Beecham leaving for 
a concern tour of South Africa end 
of July. 

John Abbott, director of Francis 
Day & Hunter, back from his South 
African trip. 

Vic Hyde signed up by Emile 
Littler for his Christmas panto- 


|mime in the West End. 


Michael Wilding to appear with 


\Ingrid Bergman in Trans-Atlantic 
Pictures’ filming of “Under Capri- 
}corn.”’ 


Ray Ellington Quartet is record- 
ing a series of 13 broadcasts for 
Harry Alan Towers to be heard 
from Radio Luxembourg. 

Josephine Baker in town appear- 


|ing in television program; also in 
| “Milestones 


of Melody” feature 
with Geraldo and his band. 

Leo Genn has returned from the 
U. S. and gone into rehearsal as 
star, opposite Coral Browne, of 
“Jonathan.”” which Firth Shepard 
will produce. 

Anatole de Grunwald’s second 
film for Korda, “The Last Days of 
Doiwyn,” now shooting at Isle- 
worth. Emlyn Williams stars in 
the pic. He also directs the story, 
which he wrote himself. Edith 
Evans is costar. 

Bass player Jack Fallon has 
formed a bass, drums and guitar 
trio at request of Foster’s Agent; 
to accompany Duke Ellington on 
his concert tour of Britain begin- 
hing this week under sponsorship 
of Harold Fielding. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Fred Schang to Los Angeles on 
business trip. 

John Fearnley expected back 
next week from Coast. 

Helena Bliss to St. Louis to join 
summer Municipal opera. 

Mrs. William Anthony McGuire 
here. Ditto Horace MacMahon. 

Carol Dempster, star of silent 
pix, to Hollywood for six weeks. 

Lucille Lortel to resume Sunday 
night playreadings at her White 
Barn Playhouse. 

Mady Christians summering in 
New Canaan when she is not play- 
ing strawhat circuit. 

Edna May Spooner, veteran stock 
actress, back from visit with sister 
Cecil Spooner in Hollywood. 

Mary Martin motoring east after 
leaving “Annie Get Your Gun” in 
Denver. Will summer at Norwalk. 

Philip Langner, son of Lawrence 
Langner, on business staff of his 
fath«-'s Country Playhouse this 
sul ¥ 

.,ovwalk Recreation Commission 
and Local No. 52 of the Musicians’ 
Union sponsoring free teenage 
dances at Roton Point Park. 

Broadwayites here for the open- 
ing of “Sundown Beach” Monday 
night: Dorothy Gish, Wolfe Kauf- 
man, Ben Boyer, Eva LeGallienne, 
Joseph Kipniss, Theresa Helburn, 


Jack Yorke. 
Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Lauritz Meichoir here for con- 
cert. 

Coliseum Cinema, Cork, badly 
damaged by fire. 

Alan Beale, former vaude tooter, 
a conducting Theatre Royal’s 
orch. 

Louis Elliman, Odeon (Ireland) 
Managing-director, postponed U.S. 
trip till late summer. 

Hibernia Pictures, new Irish pro- 
duction company, working on semi- 
documentary of Irish merchant 
marine. 

Alexander Korda is sending a 
unit to Eire to work on Paul Vin- 
cent Carroll’s “Saints and Sinners” 
on east coast locations. 

Producer John Wales, British 
Crown Film Unit, will give sum- 
mer course on educational films to 
Irish teachers this month. 

Reco Bros. Circus, first full-size 
tent show to play Dublin in 20 
years, now on 14-day stand at 
Tolka Park football stadium. 

Director Harold French and pro- 
duction manager Douglas Pierce of 
Sydney Box’s Gainsborough Stu- 
dios are here to arrange location 
sequences for “Bleacher’s Brook,” 
horseracing picture. 


By Eric Gorrick 

Monogram’s William Osborne 
due for another Aussie visit. 

George Sorlie, oldtime vaude 
performer, died in Sydney after a 
short illness. 

Erna Berger, Continental singer, 
is here for the Australian Broad- 
casting Commission. 

Ballet Rambert will probably do 
a repeat run in Auckland. Broke 
records there, and is now sock in 
Wellington. 

Cinema managers have just been 
awarded an extra $4 weekly by the 





Arbitration Court. Seale is now 
around $55. 

Bruce Newbery visiting New Zea- 
land for Republic. Goes next to 
Cairo and India and due back in 
U. S. in October. 

Gerald Kirby is producing “John 
Loves Mary” tor J. C. Williamson 
in Sydney. Hartley Power, June 
Clyde and Stewart Long head cast. 

Universal and Hoyts have signed 
another product pact for the ur- 
bans. It's their 28th year together. 
Key city release for UI 1s via 
Greater Union. 

“Hamlet,” playing in Melbourne 
for Hoyts at the Athenauem (997- 
seater) is doing strictly carriage 
trade presently, with nights capac- 
ity for the -pic. ' 

Local pic production is at a low 
ebb presently. Harry Watt is 
rounding off “Eureka Stockade”’ for 
Ealing. There are also a couple of 
minor pix being readied. : 

Looks pretty certain that neither 
Prime Minister Ben Chifley, head- 
ing the Aussie Labor Party, or 
Premier James McGirr, head of 
the New South Wales’ Labor setup, 
will agree to any increase in Cin- 
ema admission charges. 





Vienna 
By Emil Maas 
Gustav Zaruba, 37, well-known 
dancer, a suicide. 
Globus Film inked Magda 


Schneider for “Room 38.” 

Margarethe Slezak, singer, inked 
for Salzburg state theatre. 

Anton Dermota, of State Opera, 
off to Buenos Aires after inking for 
Colon ‘““eatro. 

Erich Kunz, baritone of State 
Opera, married Friedl Kurzbauer, 
ballet dancer. 

“Dark Victory,” by George 
Brewer, Jr., and Bertram Bloch had 
successful preem in Salzburg. 

Wilhelm Gjimes, former man- 
ager of Femina, back in business, 
to open show on Eislaufverein 
Platz. 

Albin Skoda picked by director 
Hofrat Paulsen, of Burg Theatre, 
for lead in Zuckermayr’s “Devil’s 
General.” 

Emmerich Kalman has_ issued 
statement, through his local rep, 
the Weinberger Publishing Co., 
that he never had any intention to 
prohibit prodtiction of his oper- 
ettas here. 

Daughters of Edmund Hamber, 
prewar film czar of Vienna and 
onetime president of Kiba Films, 
are here to claim father’s estate. 
Hamber and his brother Philipp 
were murdered in  Buchenwald 
concentration camp. 

“Ball in Stadt Park,” with prom- 
inent artists participating in the 
show, is being arranged by Karl 
Koestler, opera singer. Net pro- 
ceeds will be used for reconstruc- 
tion of Burg Theatre, badly 
bombed during the war. 


Honolulu 


Py Mabel Thomas 


Freddie Stewart held over at the 
Chinese Cafe. 

Robert Cummings and wife here 
for two weeks. 

Claude Thornhill and wife here 
for two months. 

Philip Dorn and wife here for 
10 days at the Royal. . - 

Vicki Baum and _ husband 
Kona, Hawaii, for month. 

Sally Filers ana son, Koko, here 
for three weeks’ vacation. 

Walt Disney and family arrived 
for tour of outside islands. 

Top Notchers drawing big busi- 
ness at Lau Yee Chais nightly. 

Lew Rosen in town helping to 
whip Shriners’ Ice Revue into 
shape. 

Ralph Davis, prez of Royal 
Amusement Co., here with wife for 
10 days. 

Boris Petroff, biz manager of 
Ice Revue, left with wife for Sac- 


at 


ramento. 

Karl Hoblitzelle, Texas Inter- 
state chieftain, looking Waikiki 
Beach over. 


Ff oe nana new show featur- 
ing Lennie Russell, Helen Har 
and Edna Alexander. mae 


Zarich 

Song writer Mischa Spoli 

veming in Zurich. —— 
yd Charisse and husband, To 

Martin, due here. ed 

Merle Oberon and husband, 
Lucien Ballard, Hollywood camera- 
man, were at Swiss resort, Bad 
Schniznach, for cure of Ballard’s 
leg injury. 
: Stadttheatre Zurich closes °47- 
48 season July 27 and will reopen 
on of pr senauspleliaus will 

ay one week longer and 
in wines ' er 

allace Beery and daughter 

Carol Ann expected here nen 
Paris. Due to go to Italy: the Amer- 
ican Zone of Germany to entertain 
troops, and maybe England. 





Hollywood 


Jennifer Jones hospitalized with 
appendix trouble. 

Clem Bevans celebrated his 50th 
anniversary in show business. 

William Cowitt reelected prexy 
of the Paramount Studio Club. 

Prince Bertil of Sweden's royal 
family gandering the film studios. 

Philip Dorn leaves for Holland 
next month to make a Dutch film. 

Barbara Hale returned from 
strawhat appearances in New Eng- 
land. 

Glenn McCarthy in from Hous- 
ton to set his new film production 
outfit. 

Kathryn Grayson 
soloist at the 
July 24. 

William Perlberg returned from 
London to pact a male lead for 
“Britannia Mews.” 

George Montgomery and Dinah 
Shore to Montana to show grand- 
ma the new baby. 

Jacqueline White left for a two- 
| week tour of personal appearances 
|in Oklahoma and Texas. 

N. Peter Rathvon entertaining 
Johann Boehm and Karl Maisel, 
Austrian government leaders. 

Claude Binyon laid up with in- 
testinal trouble while work on 
“Family Honeymoon” is suspended. 

Connie Krebs succeeded Peter 
Godfrey as president American So- 
ciety of Magicians, Hollywood 
chapter. 

Eddie Mannix interrupted his 
Hawaiian vacation, slated to be sev- 
eral months long, to head back te 


| Hollywood. 
Lisbon 


By Lewis Gario 

Jacinto Guerrero elected pres- 
ident of the Authors Society of 
Spain. 

Productores Associados has signed 
Manuel dos Santos to star in a 
picture about bullfighting. 

Studios in Spain, Portugal and 
Italy will collaborate on a picture 
about Saint Anthony of Padua. 

Rina Valdarno, crooner who re- 
cently toured Spain and Portugal 
successfully, off to N. Y. to fill 
contracts. 

With Russell A. Muth, European 

manager of Fox Movietone, called 
to N. Y., his place has been taken 
by Leonard Hammond. 
_ Amalia Rodrigues, now on tour 
in Europe, will start work in the 
fall on a Portuguese pic, under di- 
rector Leitao de Barros. 

Pictures in Technicolor will be 
produced for the first time in Port- 
ugal in the fall. Producer Antonio 
Lopes Ribeiro is making the ar- 
rangements with British firms. 

Crooner Inez Cavanaugh, sax- 
ophonist Pop Whiteman and 
trumpeter George Johnson are the 
only American artists at the mo- 
ment working in Portugal. They’re 
clicking at the Arcadia night club. 
J. Arthur Rank as principal share- 
holder. Almost-completed Mon- 
umental is rumored sold to a Bel- 
gian concern that will use it to 
premiere French, Belgian and 
other North European countries’ 
films. 

_ Three large picture houses (seat- 
ing Capacity between 2,000-3,000 
are being built in Lisbon. The 
Imperio and Monumental are prop- 
erty of Portuguese capitalists and 
the Saint George is owned by an 
Anglo-Portuguese company with 


to be guest 
Hollywood Bowl, 


Budapest 
By George F. Gaal 

Conductor Antal Dorati in town. 

Actress Frida Gombaszogi back 
from the states. 

Actress Hilda Gobbi off for two- 
month Paris vacation. 
MAFIRT-produced spy pic, 

Fire,” completed recently. 

As result of negotiations with 
Italy, 21 Italian pix arrived here 
recently, including “Open City.” 

Alexander Sved, of the Met 
Opera, giving several concerts 
here with tremendous success. 

Conductor Ferenc Fricsay, bass 
Endre Koreh and soprano Piroska 
Anday to perform at the Salzburg 
July festivals. 


Miami 
By Larry Solloway 

Jay Jayson holds over at Clover 
Club. Jack Goldman. 

Swank Island Club, north of 
Miami Beach, opened this week. 

Barry Gray surprise birthday 
partied (2) at WKAT, with studio 
aud participating in festivities. 

Beachcomber has joined the give 
away parade with “Mr. Beach- 
comber contest.” Ten grand in 
prizes to be* awarded. 

Harrison, Carroll & Ross, com- 
edy dance trio, head for Jackson- 
ville and Havana nitery engage- 
ments after click here. 

Biz still off around town, but 
nitery and hotel ops are optimistic 
on July biz. Airlines report heavy 
reservations from the Carribean 
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OBITUARIES 


CAROLE LANDIS 


Carole Landis, 29, legit and 
sereen actress, was found dead in 
her home in Hollywood, July 5, 
apparently a suicide. Authorities 
claim death was aan by an over- 

se of sleep pulls. 
ago oo body was found by Rex 
Harrison, actor and husband of 
Lili Palmer, screen actress, when 
he called at her home. Police 
theory of suicide was further em- 

hasized in the finding of a note to 
ioe mother, which begged forgive- 
ness for her act and directed where 
her will would be found. Police 
said actress had been dead 12 hours 
pefore Harrison discovered her 
bedy. ae 

Miss Landis had been living | 
alone since her separation from her | 
husband, W. Horace Schmidiapp, | 





Jegit producer. Latter was shocked P 


when informed of her death in Cin- 
cinnati, where he is currently on a 


business trip He didn’t = say 
whether he would plane back to 
the Coast. 


Miss Landis’ career in films was 
meteoric. After having appeared in 
several stage plays in New York, 
she went to Hollywood and later 
zppeared in a succession of film 
productions, including “I Wok2 Up 
Screaming,” “My Gal Sal” and “Or- 
chestra Wives.” She had also nade 
several films in London last year. 
Her more recent Hollywood films 
were “Having a Wonderful Time,” 
“4 Seandal in Paris,” “It Shouldn’t 
Happen to a Dog,” and “Behind 
Green Lights.” ; 

Funeral arrangements are being 
made by her mother. 





RICHARD GERARD 


Richard Gerard Husch, 72, who 
wrote the lyrics to “Sweet Ade- 
line,’”. under the pseudonym of 
Richard Gerard, died July 1 on a 
street corner in Greenwich Village, 
N. Y., after a heart attack. 

Although his lyrics for one of 
America’s most popular ballads 
made Husch famous, they did net 
make him rich. Six years ago, 
when he retired from the New 
York Postoffice after 42 years of 
service, he estimated that he had 
colleeted about $20,000 in 45 years 
of lyric writing. “Sweet Adeline,” 
which made millions for music 
publishers, netted him $3,000. 

As related in later years by the 
lyricist, “Sweet Adeline,” as it is 
known throughout the land today, 
was a hybrid. Harry Armstrong 
had written a tune which he called 
“Down Home in Old New Eng- 
land.” No publisher would buy it 
because the lyrics were considered 
inadequate. 

Husch had written lyrics for a 
song titled “Sweet Rosalie.” When 
Armstrong and Husch got together 
they discovered that the latter’s 
lyrics and the former’s music fitted 
perfectly. hi RE en oa how- 
ever, “alrea a Rosalie song,” 
Husch peaniiod, so he changed 
ae to Adeline—after B comyonos 

, & singer who was the rage 
at the time. 

Husch never wrote another 
Popular song which succeeded in 
rivaling the success of “Adeline.” 
Some of the songs which he wrote 
in the last 45 years were “I’ve Got 
My Eyes on You,” “Sweet Sum- 
mertime,” “Follow the Crowd on 
Sunday.” “You’re My Heart’s De- 


sire,” “I Love You,” “Sweetest Girl 
of All.” a song written for his wife 


and designedly never published; 
— L- ie Time _ 
N .” “My Heart’s ” an 
In — oo ste al 

es wife, surviving are 
four daughters and a son. 





PROF. JOHN W. ERB 


Dr. John Warren Erb, Profes- 
sor of Music, composer, orchestral 
nd. choral conductor at New York 

niversity since 1920, died in Pitts- 
burgh, July 1. 
aon his death, he was conductor 
, the Symphonie Society of New 

ork University and also of the 

. cal Art Chorus of New York 


He conducted in 1939 a mass 
rus of 1,200 voices at the New 
— World's Fair and that year 
: appeared in Baltimore as con- 


r of t 
the Fede he National Chorus for 


PROF. JOHN T. MADD 
Prof. John Thomas Madden, 66, 
personnel director of Loew’s, died 
y 2 at his home in New York. 
ref. Madden, who joined Loew’s 





1909, where he studied account- 
ancy. 

After having been made a pro- 
fessor at University School of 
Commeree, Accounts and Finance, 
he later became dean in 1925. He 
was a member of the Chancellor’s 
Committee on Labor Relations at 
N. Y. Univ. 

He was author and co-author of 
several works on accounting and 
finance, and has published many 
articles on business and economic 
topics. 

Surviving are his 
four daughters. 


widow and 








LEON LEOPOLD | 

Leon Leopold, 65, manager of | 
the Walnut Street theatre and 
brother of comedian Ed Wynn, died | 
July 1 at his home in Torresdale, 


a. 
Leopoid had been connected 
with show business for over 25 
years. fie began in the film sales 
department of the Fox exchange 
and 15 years ago became an audi- 
tor for the Shuberts. He had been 
manager of the Walnut for five 
years. 
Surviving are 
daughter. 


WILLIAM S. WADAMS 
William Stuart Wadams, 85, 
maker of precision tools, who 
helped the late Thomas A. Edison 
on his first motion picture machine, 

died in Orange, N. J., June 28. 
Wadams was manager of the 
Bates Manufacturing Co., of West 
Orange, when that firm was affili- 
ated with the Thomas E. Edison 


his wife and a 





Industries. He also served the 
Industries’ ediphone division in 
New York. 


Surviving are two sons and two 
daughters. 


PAUL TEICHERT 

Paul Teichert, 77, who before re- 
tirement had been music critic of 
The Cleveland Leader and Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer, died in Cleve- 
land, July 2. 

Born in Germany, he started his 
career in this country as music and 
drama critic for an Indianapolis 
newspaper. In that city, he was a 
member of a group including Booth 
Tarkington and James Whitcomb 
Riley that met weekly to discuss 
the arts. 


DANIEL J. HAMILTON 

Daniel J. Hamilton, 66, vet ac- 
tor, died in New York, June 26. 

His last Broadway appearance 
was in 1936 in “Iron Men,” at the 
Longacre, N. Y. @ 

Prior to that he appeared in 
“The Man Who Reclaimed His 
Head,” “Wonder Boy,” “Overture,” 
“Room 3438,” “Napoleon,” “The 
Last Warning.” “Sex,” “Seven 
Days Leave,” “A Royal Divorce,” 
“Officer 666” and “The Fortune 
Hunter.” 











SAM BRYANT 

Sam Bryant, 92, a showboat cap- 
tain for 40 years before his retire- 
ment in 1924, died June 30 in 
Gallipolis, Ohio. 

Bryant, who lived in Point Pleas- 
ant, W. Va., was the father of 
Capt. Billy Bryant, known as “the 
last of the showboat captains.” He 
organized the Four Bayants, vaude 
act composed of his wife, daughter 
and son who survive him. 


CHARLES G. MYERS ; 

Charlies G. Myers, 40, chief 
transmitter operator of WKBO, 
Harrisburg, Pa., died Wednesday 
(30) of a heart attack at his Sum- 
merdale, Pa., home. A_ radio 
pioneer, he helped to build WCOD, 
which later became WKBO. 

Survived by widow, a 
mother and a sister. 


Ww. G. UNDERWOOD 

W. G. Underwood, 72, veteran 
theatre owner, died in Dallas 
June 27. 

He was a partner in the firm of 
Underwood & Ezell, operators of 
a chain of theatres in Texas and 
controlled the Drive-In patents. 

OSCAR E. DANIELS 3 

Oscar E. Daniels, 72, film techni- 
cian for 35 years, died June 30 at 
his home in Venice, Calif. 

He recently retired after years 
at RKO. where his son, Walter. is 
head of the production department. 


JESSIE HEINLINE 
Mrs. Jessie Heinline, who oper- 
ated the Illinois and LaMoyne 
theatres, Macomb, Ll, died in 
Tueson, Ariz., June 12. ; 
She had managed houses since 
the death of her husband in 1942. 


CHARLES W. POWERS 
Charles W. Powers, 57 manager | 
of the Hudson theatre, Hudson, O., | 
and one time a distributor for Par- | 





son, 

















He came to New York in 


amount Pictures, died in that city, 


|in Hollywood, July 3. 


June 15. His wife and a sister 
Survive him. 





ROY PETERSON 
Roy Peterson, 55, assistant 
musical director at WTMJ, Mil- 
Waukee, died after a heart attack 
in that city June 25. 
Further details in Radio section. 


JOHN DALY 
John Daly, 47, Irish opera singer 
and producer, and manager of Cork 
Opera House for past 13 years, 
died in Cork, Ire., June 25 





MRS. MINNIE K. ECKHOUSE 

Mrs. Minnie K. Eckhouse, moth- 
er of Mrs. Wallace (Suzette) 
Downey, Latin-American music ex- 
pert with ASCAP, died in New 
York July 3. She was also the 
mother of Joe Eckhouse, executive 
veepee of Gimbel Bros. 





Mother, 52, of the Andrews Sis- 
ters (Patty, Laverne, Maxine), died 
Trio can- 
celled ovt of Koxy, N. Y., to be at 
her bedside before death. Hus- 
band als9 survives. 





Mother, 61. of Jerry Lane. RKO | 
publicist, died June 30 in Pasa- | 


dena, Cal. 





of faith and hope in the ultimate 
triumph of Man over anarchy, both 
in his own mind and in the now- 
unregulated region between na- 
tions. 

“. . . I submit to the inherent 
right of every man to free and 
independent travel on this, his 
planet Earth. I sincerely believe 
anything less to be a limitation 
to his dignity and self-respect as 
a Reasoning Being spiritually-en- 
dowed by Almighty God... .” 


|| Video Bankrolls 


Continued from page 5 




















At the same time, Jersey Allied 
will seek to extend the system to 
other majors. Plan put through 
by Berger as NCA prexy permits 
him to name a cemmittee of six 
Allied members to whom other ex- 
hibs in the area can present com- 
plaints against 20th. Smith has 
bound his company to give full 
and _ fair hearings to recommenda- 
tions made by the Allied commit- 
tee. 

With the idea figured io cui 
'down on the stream of exhib anti- 
‘trust suits, other distribs are show- 





Roxey A. Burley, 42, engineer at ing an inclination to go along with | P L ; 
WOWO, Fort Wayne, Ind., died|the extension move. Independent | lihood of tele’s ever getting new 


June 30. 





J. Frank Mednick, 57, Los An- 
geles exhib, died July 5 in that city. 











Garry Davis 
oo Continued from page 1 


hotel, Davis said they addressed 
him care of the Paris edition of 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune, the 
Stars & Stripes and the American 
Embassy. When the Variety re- 
porter commented that it seemed 
strange that the U. S. Embassy, 
whose country Davis renounced, 
should be his forwarding address, 
Davis had no comment. 

Showmen in Paris have ex- 
pressed sympathy with the actor’s 
ditruism but admit themselves 
frankly “shocked” because “to 
Europeans it looked like a gra- 
tuitous slap at what we all consider 
the greatest nation in the world, 
the USA, and for you to renounce 
your American citizenship, and all 
its rights that an American pass- 
port implies and entails, strikes us 
in Eurepe as more dramatic than 
realistic.” 

Davis seems ultra anxious to ra- 
tionalize his attitude. The former 
actor has a glib series of reasons 
why he “could not be true to his 
mission without first doing what I 
did in resigning from the hierarchy 
of an autocratic nation.” 

To some visiting Americans who 
had some comments to make on 
Davis’s stance, all had the same 
opinion: Davis could have best 
furthered his work under protec- 
tion of a U. S. passport, free to 
cross frontiers and enhance his 
work for a lasting peace under a 
“federated nations” platform. Da- 
vis objected strenuously to the 
usage of “U. S. of Europe” to de- 
scribe his purpose. 

The Equity card in young Davis 
came out when someone cracked 
that Paris right now, which is 
Yank talent happy, could certainly 
use him. The bandleader’s son ob- 
served, “Yes, I had four of my 
best opportunities this season.” 
He cited them, teo: a spot in “In- 
side USA,” the “Hold It” musical, 
which he admits wasn’t as good 
(or certain) as the Arthur Schwartz 
legit hit, and “what I really want 
to do most, direct; I had two sum- 
mer groups I could have handled. 

In “a Declaration of Freedom,” 
Davis explains his new - found 
ideology: “Believing sincerely and 
wholeheartedly that the ultimate 
destiny of mankind will only be 
realized through the principles of 
love and universality upon which 
all religion is based, believing also 
a vital intermediary step toward 
that destiny of brotherhood and 
peace which is embodied in these 
principles to be a world govern- 
ment representative of all men and 
all nations, and seeking therefore 
to extend my allegiance and loyalty 
to the world in its entirety, to all 
men thereunto, and to all nations 
therein, as an expression of my 
faith and belief in this ultimate 
destiny. I . . . have renounced 
my .. . citizenship... . 

“As a world citizen, I shall try 
to spread my faith and belief in 
the brotherhood of men—exempli- 
fied by a representative interna- 
tional government—wherever I go. 
Hereby I dedicate my life to that 
day when my present status shall 
be shared by all. Until that day 
arrives, may this declaration and 





'my action constitute an expression 


|'Theatre Owners Assn., headed by 
Harry Brandt, has also hopped on 
the wagon. Brandt called ‘or full 
support of the plan this week and 
said his group was anxious to in- 
stitute the system with 20th. 


MARRIAGES 


Margery Van Steeden to Daniel 
Conron, New Canaan, Conn., June 
26. Bride is* daughter of Peter 
Van Steeden, bandleader. ; 

Mary Ellin Berlin to Dennis 
Sheedy Burden, New York, July 3. 
Bride is the daughter of Irving 
and Mrs. Ellin Mackay Berlin, 
noted songwriter-publisher. : 

Elizabeth Russell Earle to Mario 
Anastasio, New York, July 3. He’s 
a violinist with Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra. ; 

Beatrice Ann Gehrung to Delwin 
Schubert, Milwaukee, June 26. 
Bride is news writer for WTMJ and 
WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee. 

Mattie Ellwoed to Jack Gould, 
New York, June 20. Bride is a 
secretary at RKO; he’s a song- 
writer. é 

Sylvia Adelman to Irving Fin- 
old, Chicago, June 25. Bride is 
ormer secretary to Henry Stickel- 
maier, general manager of Great 
States Theatres. : 

Elaine Shillman to Bertie Elli- 
man, Dublin, June 30. He's Ire- 
land manager of British Lion Pic- 
tures. 

Marjorie Harris to Tracy Bar- 
ham, Salt Lake City, June 27. He’s 
v.p. and g.m. of Intermountain 
Theatres. : 

Decla Dunning to Paul B. Radin, 
Hollywood, July 4. Bride is a 
screen writer; he’s an advertising 
executive. 

Nelson to Harry J. 
Moore, Everett, Wash., June 26. 
He’s asst. manager of the Roxy 
theatre there. ; 

Jean Beasley to Morgan Davies, ° 
Hollywood, June 30. He's a singer. 

Mary McGuire to Herb Lutz, Las 
Vegas, June 29. He’s a music pub- 
lisher. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Reo Fletcher, son, 
Chicago, June 27. Father is ABC 
music librarian in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Cgoper, son, 
Chicago, June 25. Father is WGN 
staff announcer there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rey Blanco, daugh- 
ter, Chicago, June 24. Father is 
WIND staff singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Si Rose, son, Holly- 
wood, July 2. Father is a radio 
writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Huntington, 
daughter, New York, Juiy 2. He's 
producer and managing director of 
the Spa Summer Theatre, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y.; mother, the former 





Gamble Douses 


Continued from page 1 





are feasible nor does he think the 
Federal Communication Commis- 
sion would permit resorting to that 
ace-in-the-hole panacea. 


(Proof that the film industry will 
be able to capitalize on television, 
whether or not TV cuts into the 
film boxoffice, is seen in the num- 
ber of top Hollywood producers 
starting production of films exclu- 
sively for video. List already in- 
cludes David O. Selznick, Cecil B. 
DeMille, Argosy Productions (John 
Ford-Merian C. Cooper) and the 
Bob Roberts-John Garfield part- 
nership, among others. 

(These producers, along with the 
majority of film officials, believe 
that features produced for theatri- 
cal release won't fill the needs of. 
| video because of technical reasons. 
| Answer, therefore, lies in the pro- 
| duction of special TV films, which 
they’re especially equipped to han- 





dle. That that opinion is con- 
curred in by tele toppers wa 





stressed by NBC exec veepee Sid- 
| ney N. Strotz, who has declared re- 
| peatedly that there was little like- 


: feature pix but that Hollywood will 
eventually become the top TV pro- 
ducing centre.) 


TOA topper, however, frankly 
| scouts the gloomy view widely 
| taken by exhibs. “I don't believe 
people will stay at home to stare 
at an 18-inch screen in preference 
to going to theatres,” Gamble told 
VarRIETY last week. “Too often, 
exhibitors who cry the blues forget 
that people like to dress up and 
go downtown to a picture because 
it means getting away frem the 
home for a change. 


“Theatre men whe think 
they’ll be able to induce the Gov- 
ernment to permit exclusives are 
just not gauging the temper of the 
country correctly,’ Gamble de- 
clared. “The air is free right now 
and you can bet your last subway 
dime that the FCC will insist tha? 
it be kept that way. It’s only cons 
mon sense to face that fact.” 


Even if the big companies or a 
combine of theatres succeeded im 
winning exclusive television show- 
ing of important events, the fruits 
of that success would be a swarm 
of anti-trust suits, Gamble said. 
“We find that the right to exclu- 
sivity would be gradually hacked 
away in lawsuits. So I don’t think 
that’s the answer.” 


One major point is generally 
overlooked in arguments pro-and 
con on the television question 
its effect on theatres, Gam 
stressed. ‘‘There’s a lot more com 
venience for patrons to go t& 
neighborhood houses instead af 
travelling downtown to first-rua 
theatres and it certainly is cheap 
er. Yet, they do dress up and make 
the trip because they want to see 
films earlier and they like to make 
an occasion of it.” 


That same important factor 
holds for video, Gamble insists. 
Convenience and economy, he be- 
lieves, can’t stamd up against the 
desire to pick up and go. Old 
films, shown on tele screens at 
home, haven’t the pull to keep 
families close to the hearth when 
new and better ones are available 
in theatres. 

New York and a few other large 
cities are much more affected than 
the vast terrain outside of urban 
centers, according to Gamble. 
While he envisages a tremendous 
growth in tele stations the 


through 
country, Gamble doesn’t believe 
the programs which will be avail- 
able in most spots will be strong 
enough to counteract that theatre- 
going habit. 








Constance Hanley, was business 
manager of the theatre last season. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Mc- | 
Mahon, daughter, Hollywood, June | 
30. Father is in legal dept. at} 
Warners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Noah Beery, Jr... 
daughter, Hollywood, June 30. 
Father is a screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Vidor. son, 
Hollywood, June 30. Doris Vidor 
is the daughter of Harry M. War- 
ner, father is the director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weiting, 
daughter, Abington, Pa., June 28. 
Father is newscaster with WIBG, 
Glenside, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Devore, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, June 30. Father 
is one of the owners of Slapsy 
Maxie’s. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walier Wanger, 
daughter, Hollywood, July 4. Father 
is film producer; mother ‘Joan Ben- 
nett) is screen star. 








Mr. and Mrs. Jack Diamond. 
daughter, Hollywood, July 4. Father | 
is a Warner Bros. flack. 
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until 4:30 pm. Thereafter it 
becomes a general dining room. 

The Sth avenue frontage gives . 
way to a store, at a fancy rental, 
which compelled the Vincent As- 
tor management to accede to the 
commercial over custom. 

The Maisonette (grill) room will 
continue operating, as will the St. 
Regis Roof, with its time-honored 
Josef Urban decor, long the set- 
ting of many ed social- 
ite activities. 

The Iridium Room, like the now 
defunct Rainbow Room atop the 
RCA Bldg., which today is only a 
luncheon club, passes into limbo. 
It was noted for its class attrac- 
tions and latterly for its ice revues 
with which it clicked and made 
Jean, at the door, one of the best- 
known maitres d’hotel. 








No 
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‘GOSH! 
AN 

EASTE 
PARAD 
IN JULY!” ¢ 


That’s what the cops at 45th Street 
and Broadway are saying as crowds 













of people block traffic at Loew’s 
State Theatre to see M-G-M’s pre« 
sentation of Irving Berlin’s “EASTER 
PARADE.” New records! New box: 
office lines never before witnessed in 
the 27-year history of this theatre! 


THE PARADE THAT WILL 
SOON SPAN THE NATION! 
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“EASTER PARADE’ is launch- 
ing Loew’s State as the home 
of important pictures. The boys 
certainly picked a humdinger!“ 

—N.Y. World-Telegram 








M presents IRVING 
RLIN’S ‘‘EASTER 
ADE’’ « Starring 










ASTAIRE + PETER 
LAWFORD: ANN MILLER 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 
Screen Play by Sidne 

Sheldon, Frances Goodric 

and Albert Hackett « Origi- 
nal Story by Frances Good, 
rich and Albert Hackett 
Lyrics and Music by Irving 
Berlin « Musical Numbers 
Directed by Robert Alton 
Directed by CHARLES 
WALTERS « Produced by 
ARTHUR FREED «+ An 
M-G-M Picture 




































